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I  PRICES  PAlD^I^RMEltS 

.wnEX  of  prices  paid  Pennsylvania 
IfSs  according  to  the  Department 
V  Aer  culture.  Harrisburg.  for  princi- 
r'^  JHrultural  products  decreased  one 
point  auig      ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  products 

Seal  markets  in  the  United  States 
L^eSd  higher  in  mid- January  than 

kTrralllroups    of    commodities 

Lart    pated    in    the    advance    which 

S  the  index  of  prices  received  by 

nners  3  points  during  the  month  to 

n^ent  of  the  1910-14  level.     The 

ndex  on  January    15    was    5    points 

Lher  than  a  year   earher.   and   the 

M^best  since  mid-January  193P,  when 

thr  index    stood     at    102.      Poultry 

nroduct   prices    were    down,    largely 

seasonally,  but  all  other  groups  were 

IhlJher.  Advances  in  most  groups  were 

Imoderate. 

I  Grain  prices  averaged  90  percent  of 
Ithe  1910-14  level  on  January  15. 

Pennsylvania     U.  S. 
Dec.  1.5  Jan.  15  Jan.  15 
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)IRDS  IN  EGG  LAYING 
CONTEST  AT  NEW  HIGH 

PHE  honor  of  being  second  in  the 

^  egg  laying  test  in  the  United  States 

toes  to  the  Pennsylvania  Egg  Laying 

Contest  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 

we  now  in  its  ninth  year.    The  status 

s  partially  explained  in  that  the  aver- 

^'e  production  of  over  61  percent  since 

pe  Pennsylvania   Contest   started,    is 

/arly  lo  percent  ahead  of  the  same 

["age  for  the  same  period   of   the 

f  38-1939  test. 

1  Despite  the  cold  weather  the  1,079 
fipeting  birds  have  increased  their 
P-iy  production.  Last  week  an  in- 
fase  Of  145  gggg  brought  the  weekly 
p  n  age  production  to  a  new  high 
L:L  .''^^^^'^^-  "^he  egg  size  has 
C  J  ^°  ^^-^  °^^ces  per  dozen,  in 
b  ti^w^"^  production.    This  is  only 

til  !^  °""^e  shorts  of  an  aver- 
r  Standard  egg 

h^t  ^i.^^  ^^"  pens  to  date,  four 
Rii^""^  White  Leghorns,  three 
VlS'p'i^°  ^'"  S^"^^^  Comb 
Ku  h  Pn.u^'^K  ^"^  °"^  a  Barred 
E  L  J'^u  ^^^  B^^ed  Plymouth 
ke  ern nn  °^''^  ""^"^^"^  pen  of  the 
KZf'fw'"  ^'  *^^  highest 
kd  states  ^'"'^  ^^  *he  entire 

thfS  ;j  ,the  birds  entered  In 
"^  as  hac  of    ?^'  i^  Probaibly  as 

Neen  Tc?  ^".  ^^^r   the   country. 

r-  have  enS,.  '"'l"v?^"^  P^^^^^^" 
Kcal    TZ^^  ^^  ^he  result  of  the 

Wlvanl.^K  "i^"^  ^hich  allows 
f°t  M  \S,''1"'^  ^°  enter  any  of 
lites     ^  °®"^1  tests  in  the  United 

'^b?r?'l^!"V,''^  Agriculture,  at 
"<">  and  »r  *^^'  ^^^ed  standards 
'■^tofsunl^^cement   project   the 

•  °f  fe4  tr  Kt°?  ^"^  supplies  the 
"^thatholf u^^i"  ^he  outstanding 
^^^  year.  Of  ^^^"  witnessed  In  the 
''"s  of  operations. 
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URGES  DIPPING  SHEEP 
TO  DESTROY  SCABIES 

CC ABIES  in  sheep,  commonly  known 

'^as  sheep  scab  is  one  of  the  oldest, 
most    contagious    and    most    injurious 

diseases  affecting  sheep.  Its  history 
dates  back  to  the  earliest  ages  of  civili- 
zation, according  to  Dr.  C.  P.  Bishop 
Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry of  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  who,  in  discribing  scabies 
and  its  treatment  said: 

"It  Is  an  extremely  contagious  skin 
disease,  easily  transmitted  from  one 
sheep  to  another  and  spreads  very 
rapidly  from  flock  to  flock. 

"This  disease  Is  caused  by  a  very 
small  insect- like  parasite  and  when 
fully  grown  It  measures  1/50  of  an 
Inch.  They  are  extremely  hard  to  see 
with  the  naked  eye.  They  occur  most- 
ly where  the  wool  is  the  thickest  and 
they  are  the  sole  cause  of  the  disease, 

"The  mite  penetrates  the  skin,  suck- 
ing (blood  and  serum  but  it  does  not 
burrow.  The  puncturing  of  the  skin 
and  the  sucking  of  the  blood  causes 
Intense  Irritation  and  an  eruption  on 
the  skin.  This  leads  to  Itching,  rub- 
bing and  biting,  finally  the  wool  be- 
comes loose  and  falls  out.  leaving  bare 
areas,  then  crusts  and  scabs  form; 
hence  the  name  of  scabies. 

"If  your  sheep  are  rubbing,  scratch- 
ing, stamping  and  biting,  consult  your 
veterinarian. 

"If  the  infestation  is  permitted  to 
gain  a  foothold  and  allowed  to  spread 
It  will  cause  severe  loss  to  the  Industry. 
These  losses  are  caused  by  a  decrease 
in  the  wool  produced,  loss  In  weight 
and  general  condition  from  the  irrita- 
tion, and  death  to  a  large  number  of 
the  infested  flock. 

"The  only  practical  way  to  destroy 
the  pest  Is  by  dipping.  Two  dippings 
are  necessary  from  10  to  14  days  apart. 
Dipping  consists  of  Immersing  the 
sheep  in  a  medicated  solution  that  will 
kill  the  parasites,  and  this  Is  the  only 
practical  method  of  eradicating  the 
disease. 

"All  sheep  raisers  should  have  ade- 
quate facilities  for  dipping  their  sheep, 
as  It  will  not  only  eliminate  scabies 
but  also  ticks." 
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1,105,744  TESTS  FOR 
ANIMAL  DISEASES 
TOP    RECORD    IN    1939 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  reports  that  the  Lab- 
oratory Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  closed  the  year  1939  with 
the  largest  number  of  specimens  ever 
received  and  examined  toy  the  Bureau 
Laboratory  in  one  year. 

The  total  number  of  specimens  re- 
ceived during  the  year  was  1,103,873. 
and  from  these  1,105,744  diagnoses  and 
reports  covering  same  were  rendered. 
Specimens  were  received  from  2S  dif- 
ferent species  of  animals  including 
fowls,  a  few  humans  and  several  mis- 
cellaneous materials. 

644,208  poultry  specimens  were  ex- 
amined including  639.126  tests  for 
Pullorum  Disease,  of  which  631,032 
were  chickens,  7520  were  turkeys,  555 
were  pheasants  and  19  were  from  other 
fowls. 

459.511  diagnoses  of  cattle  diseases 
were  rendered  and  459,139  agglutina- 
tion tests  for  Bang  Disease  in  cattle 
were  made:  also  665  tests  for  Bang 
disease  In  other  animal  species  Includ- 
ing 48  horses,  580  goats,  34  swine.  19 
humans  and  4  dogs. 

Besides  the  agglutination  blood  tests 
for  Pullorum  Disease  in  fowls  1,646 
bacteriological  tests  for  Pullorum 
disease  were  made  and  3.436  miscel- 
laneous poultry  diagnoses  were  ren- 
dered. In  addition  to  the  agglutina- 
tion tests  for  Bang  Disease  152  bacter- 
iological studies  for  Bang  Disease  in 
cattle  were  made  and  220  miscellaneous 
diagnoses  of  other  cattle  diseases  were 
rendered. 

1,541  miscellaneous  diagnoses  were 
rendered  In  15  other  species  of  animals 
Including  horses,  swine,  sheep,  goats, 
elk,  deer.  dogs.  cats,  rabbits,  monkey, 
squirrel,  guinea  pigs,  mink,  mouse,  and 
a  few  miscellaneous  materials  or  sub- 
stances. 


PENNSYLVANIA  POTATO 
CROP  JUMPS  YEARLY 

PENNSYLVANIA  is  forging  ahead 
■'•  Importantly  as  a  potato  producing 
state.  According  to  the  Crop  Report- 
ing Service  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Department  stocks  of  merchantable 
potatoes  available  in  Pennsylvania  on 
January  1,  1940  were  estimated  to  have 
been  7,775,000  bushels  compared  with 
6,020,000  bushels  on  similar  date  last 
year  or  an  increase  over  the  1938  fig- 
ures of  755.000  bushels.  The  estimated 
production  of  potatoes  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1939,  the  department  points  out  was 
22,440,000  bushels  and  in  193S.  22,002,000 
bushels. 

Stocks  of  merchantable  potatoes 
available  in  the  entire  country  for  sale, 
in  the  hands  of  growers  and  local 
dealers  and  buyers  on  January  1,  1940 
are  estimated  by  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service,  to  have  been  103.- 
318,000  bushels.  This  total  Is  only 
232,000  bushels  less  than  the  103,550,000 
bushels  on  hand  on  January  1,  1939, 
but  is  2  percent  below  the  5-year  (1934- 
38)  average  of  105,369,000  bushels. 
January  1  stocks  In  the  18  surplus  late 
States  are  estimated  to  have  been  95,- 
29(5,000  bushels,  compared  with  95,669,- 

000  bushels  a  year  earlier.  In  the  12 
other   late   States,   stocks  on   January 

1  were  6,786,000  bushels,  compared  with 
5,870,000  bushels  a  year  earlier,  and  In 
the  7  Intermediate  States  1.236.000 
bushels  compared  with  2,011,000  bus'iels 
on  the  same  date  last  year. 
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?a^n^y^o¥her  states 

V  FARM  PRODUCTION 

nENNSYLVANlA  in  1939.  according 
"^a  statement  just  issued  by  the 

.rtment  of  Agriculture,  at  Harris- 
ranked  first  in  the  production  of 

rieaf   tobacco,    second    in    buck- 


Depa: 
burg 


Pw  rstat'emenV  just  issued  by  Jhe 

?par 
irg. 

^SjThlrdYn  clover  and  timothy  hay 
nd  iour  cheiTles.  fourth  in  sweet 
hPrries.  maple  sugar  and  sirup,  fifth 
n  commercial  apples,  peaches  and 
mpes.  sixth  in  potatoes,  seventh  in 
fntal  tobacco  and  pears,  eighth  In 
toothy  seed,  tenth  in  rye.  eleventh  in 
ier  wheat,  oats  and  hay.  and 
twelfth  in  corn  and  cloverseed;  and 
twenty-first  in  acreage  of  principal 
crops  harvested. 

In  value  of  dairy  cows.  Pennsylvania 
stands  sixth  among  all  states,  being 
surpassed  only  by  Wisconsin,  New 
Yo'k  Minnesota.  Iowa,  and  Illinois,  In 
order  named.  In  milk  production, 
Pennsylvania  ranks  sixth,  and  in  cash 
Ir.come  derived  therefrom,  third. 
i  Volume  of  milk  produced  on  farms  in 
1938  was  4.627,000,000  pounds.  Dairy- 
lii?  leads  in  farm  income  in  the  State. 
farmers  deriving  97^2  million  dollars 
I  from  that  source  in  1938. 

Chickens  on  farms  January  1,  1939, 
I  numbered   19,317,000,   were   valued    at 
8,158,000,    and    2,031,000,000    chicken 
I  eggs  produced  during  1938  were  worth 
$41,4«6,0OO.   In  1937  and  1938,  Pennsyl- 
vania was  first  in  value  of  eggs  pro- 
duced.   On  January  1,  1939,  Pennsyl- 
vania   ranked    second    in    value    of 
chickens  on  farms;  sixth  in  numlber  of 
chickens  on  farms;    in   1938  Pennsyl- 
Ivania  ranked  third  in  production   of 
eggs  on  farms,  but  first  in  sales,  which 
[amounted  to  almost  36  million  dollars. 
Pennsylvania     has      191,284      farms 
[valued  at  $861,706,599  according  to  the 
]l935  Federal   census.     The   livestock, 
jincluding  poultry,  on  the  farms  Jan- 
luary  1, 1939,  was  valued  at  $161,995,000, 
|and  the  implements   and    machinery 
oraed  by  Pennsylvania   farmers    are 
fforth  upwards  to  $150,000,000.    There- 
fore the  total   investment   in    farms, 
livestock,  and  so  on  is  well  in  excess  of 
^1,174,000,000. 
The  farm  land  of  the  state  is  so  sit- 
ited  as  to  permit  the  cultivation  of 
great  variety  of  crops,  since  the  ele- 
[ation  ranges  from  practically  sea  level 
3.000  feet   and    the    crop-growing 
|ea.^on  from  80  to  207  days.    This  range 
Fkes  possible  the  general  cultivation 
[J   fruits,    vegetables,     cereals,     and 
masses. 

Although  Pennsylvania  is  recognized 
^  a  great  industrial  state,  yet  Penn- 
ylvania  agriculture  represents  a  larger 
apital  mvestment  than  either  mining 
r  the  inanufacture  of  primary  metals. 
J^n  1933  Pennsylvania  ranked  tenth 
[mong  the  states  in  cash  income  from 
Uk  ?  a^d  livestock  products  and 
E>rit5u^^.?  ^"^°"^^  ^^om  farm  pro- 
C  \u°^^  ^^°Ps  and  livestock.  Cash 
CL  ^^  ^^^^  ^^0"^  livestock  and 
pstock  products  amounted  to  $190,- 

IS  ^^^^  production,   $200.- 

|CREAGE  FOR  CORN 
m  CANNING  DOUBLED 

^c^otSn^?  Of  corn  for  canning  ac- 

''*  milHrl  li^"^  ""^'^^^  ^"  1939,  when 

F^ase  Of  ?  ^„,^^^^  classified,  an  in- 

a^on    pL"^"?°"  ^^-  «>ver  the  1938 

fnning     ^^^  inspection  of  corn  for 

pntlv  il.  ^*  Pennsylvania  has 
Kfor  canT'^^^"  production  of 
r  to  ioom"^  ^'°"^  approximately 
h^sylvania^,^"'"^-     Tl^e  quality  of 

Cn^tnn'P?'^  ^^  ^^^  inspection 

"^"oul'i°P'  for  the  1939  season  is 

'  nt  fo  °  Preparation  by  the  de- 

restecj  persoii'^e  distribution   to  in- 
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WATCH  SEED  STOCK! 
POTATO  GROWERS  TOLD 

ACCORI>ING  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  the  Bacterial 
ring-rot  disease  that  was  brought  into 
Pennsylvania  several  years  ago  on  seed 
potatoes  has  caused  losses  up  to  30% 
of  the  crop.  It  has  become  so  serious 
in  some  sections  of  the  country  that 
the  potato  acreage  and  production  has 
declined  as  much  as  50%,  This  dis- 
ease is  imdoubtedly  the  most  serious 
of  any  that  the  Pennsylvania  potato 
industry  has  had  to  face  for  many 
years. 

The  department  cautions  Pennsyl- 
vania potato  growers  to  msike  a  thor- 
ough study  of  their  seed  source  even 
though  the  seed  stock  they  have  been 
buying  has  been  certified.  No  seed  Is 
certified  in  Pennsylvania  that  is  grown 
on  farms  where  plants  or  tubers  in- 
fected with  bacterial  ring-rot  has  been 
found,  even  though  the  diseased  tubers 
were  found  in  table  potatoes.  This 
regulation  is  not  being  followed  in  all 
other  states  that  are  supplying  Penn- 
sylvania with  certified  seed  potatoes, 
although  it  is  generally  required  that 
the  stocks  imder  certification  be  en- 
tirely free  from  this  disease.  Such 
stocks  may  not  show  any  evidence  of 
the  disease,  but  the  tubers  still  may  be 
contaminated. 

From  the  evidence  accumulated,  by 
the  department's  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustry the  principal  means  of  spread- 
ing the  disease  is  through  the  seed 
stock.  Although  it  may  also  be  carried 
on  the  hands,  old  bags,  graders, 
planters  and  other  equipment,  includ- 
ing cellars  and  storage  bins  in  which 
infected  tubers  were  stored. 

Bacterial  ring-rot  was  first  found  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1937.  Since  that  time 
a  nurnlber  of  other  fields  have  been  in- 
fected. A  recent  nation-wide  survey, 
conducted  by  the  American  Pathologi- 
cal Association  revealed  that  the 
disease  has  been  found  in  27  of  the  48 
states.  Those  reporting  from  the  var- 
ious states  were  almost  unanimous 
that  the  disease  was  introduced  into 
their  state  on  seed  stock  that  W£is 
brought  in  from  outside  sources. 

The  organism  causing  the  bacterial 
ring-rot  will  not  live  over  the  year  In 
the  soil  under  our  Pennsylvania  condi- 
tions, but  is  carried  over  the  winter 
on  the  seed.  Be  cautious  when  bu3dng 
seed.  Growers  using  Pennsylvania  cer- 
tified seed  can  feel  confident  that  they 
are  planting  seed  from  a  source  that 
is  free  from  this  disease. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  re- 
cently Issued  a  report  on  the  seed 
potato  certification  work,  including  a 
list  of  certified  seed  potato  growers. 
This  list  may  be  secured  by  writing  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 


HALT  BANGS  DISEASE 
IN  209  COUNTIES  OF 
SEVENTEEN    STATES 

PRACTICAL  eradication  of  Bang's 
disease  from  dairy  and  breeding 
cattle  in  209  counties  in  17  states  has 
been  announced  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  counties  were  offi- 
cially listed,  as  of  February  1,  as 
"Modified  Accredited  Bang's  Disease- 
Free  Areas"  by  Dr.  John  R.  Mohler, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
try. The  following  eleven  (11)  coun- 
ties in  Pennsylvania  have  been  de- 
clared Modified  Accredited  Bang's 
Disease  Free  Areas:  Butler.  Cameron, 
Clarion,  Clearfield,  Crawford,  Elk, 
Forest,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Sullivan 
and  Venango. 

These  gains  indicate.  Doctor  Mohler 
said,  that  Bang's  disease,  regarded  as 
the  No.  1  enemy  of  cattle  breeders,  is 
yielding  to  the  systematic  campaign 
of  eradication  now  being  pressed  by 
Federal  and  State  veterinary  oflficials 
and  livestock  owners. 

The  states  and  numlber  of  counties 
In  each  are:  Alabama,  3;  Arkansas  21; 
Florida  1;  Georgia  28;  Louisiana  11; 
Maryland  2;  Michigan  8;  Minnesota  2; 
North  Carolina  16;  North  Dakota  4; 
Oregon  5;  Pennsylvania  11;  South 
Carolina  2;  Virginia  72;  Washington 
6:  West  Virginia  14;  Wisconsin  3.  The 
209  counties  contain  approximately 
l,56n,0O0  dairy  and  breeding  cattle,  six 
months  of  age  and  over. 

How  Gains  are  Made 

The  plan  of  testing  and  of  designat- 
ing areas  for  Bang's  disease  parallels 
that  used  successfully  In  the  campaign 
against  bovine  tuberculosis.  Gains  in 
supressing  the  disease  are  the  result  of 
the  work  done  both  under  the  indivi- 
dual herd  plan  and  on  an  area  basis. 
The  regulations  provide  that  whenever 
results  of  testing  the  dairy  and  breed- 
ing cattle  six  months  of  age  and  over, 
except  steers,  for  Bang's  disease,  Indi- 
cate that  the  percentage  of  cattle  that 
reacted  to  the  test  did  not  exceed  1 
percent  of  the  cattle  tested  nor  the 
Infected  herds  more  than  5  percent  of 
the  total  number  of  herds,  such  a 
county  can  be  declared  a  modified  ac- 
credited Bang's  disease-free  area  for  3 
years  toy  the  cooperating  State  nnd 
Federal  officials  in  charge  of  the  work, 
provided  that  all  Infected  herds  shall 
be  placed  In  quarantine. 

T'he  cattle  in  those  herds  must  be 
retested  at  Intervals  of  from  30  to  90 
days  until  all  of  them  pass  two  con- 
secutive negative  tests  and  also  pass  a 
further  negative  test  not  less  than  6 
months  from  the  date  of  the  second 
negative  test.  The  reactors  are.  of 
course,  removed  from  the  herds  and 
disposed  of  In  accordance  with  the 
State  and  Federal  regulations. 

Cooperative  Work  Began  1934 

The  State  livestock  sanitary  oCacIals 
in  Arkansas.  Pennsylvania,  Virginia 
and  Washington  have  announced  prev- 
iously that  some  of  the  counties  In 
those  States  were  qualified  as  State 
modified  areas  In  the  Bang's  disease 
work.  Co-operative  State-Federal 
work  to  control  Bang's  disease  began  in 
1934.  Work  on  the  area  plan  Is  now 
being  conducted  in  2R5  counties  in  23 
States  In  addition  to  those  listed  to- 
day. 

Owners  of  cattle  that  are  slaughtered 
are  partially  compensated  for  the  loss, 
by  the  Federal  Government  and  the 
cooperating  States.  Under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Federal  regulations  the 
owner  cannot  receive  from  the  Federal 
Government  more  than  the  amount 
paid  to  him  by  the  State  or  other  co- 
operating agency.  The  owner  also  re- 
ceives the  salvage.  The  Federal  pay- 
ment recently  has  averaged  about 
$14.50;  the  State  payment  $16.20;  and 
the  salvaore  $34.90. 

The  notice,  the  department  empha- 
sizes as  applied  to  Bang's  disease,  Is 
the  first  of  Its  kind  Issued.  As  the 
work  progresses  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  will  name  additional  counties 
In  a  similar  manner. 
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INSE 
EXIST 

Itl^FCTS  usually  get  their  names  on 
P  ,int  nase  of  the  newspapers  on 
hnto  bfd  reputations.  State- 
"""♦cnf  the   damage    they    do    are 

r'"!?    by  the   economists   to   the 
Lroadcast  »y  t  ^^  ..^^^^  the 

^act  ng  to^A.  B.  Champlain  of 
J  nivision  of  Entomology  of  the  De- 

h^Sln  tof  Agriculture.  "Statisticians 
S^Kn  formulating  long  rows  of 
S  s  Stimating  losses  caused  by 
£  six-legged  peste.  and  if  we  read 

Lnd  understand,  we  are  appalled  by  the 
ir  prospect  that  appears  to  loom 

r'These  wicked  depredators  represent 

L  menace  to  our  homes  and  food  stores. 

lu- crops,  our  animals  and  our  forests; 

hn'^act  to  our  economics  in  general 

Ld' perhaps  to  our  very  existence.  But. 

although  insects  outnumber  in  kinds 

and  species  all   the   other   groups   of 

lanlinals  combined,  most  of  them  are 

Ineutral  and  many  of  them  on  our  side 

lin  this  great  struggle  for  existence,  is 

lething  to  be  thankful  for,  if  we  but 

DW  It." 

Many  Insects  An  Asset 

Many  Insects,  it  is  pointed  out,  are 
I  asset  to  man  because  they  at- 
ck,  rob,  kill  and  devour  other  species, 
phich  in  their  own  struggle  for  ex- 
tence,  hold  destructive  pests  in  check. 
?ere  it  not  for  the  good  insects  the 
destruction  of  our  crops  and  all  of  our 
sessions  by  insects  would  be  more 
ontinuous  and  complete.  These  good 
isects,  according  to  the  bureau,  have 
een  exploited  and  made  use  of  by 
an.  by  propogating  and  disseminat- 

parasites  and  predators  where  they 

^an  do  the  most  good.    For  Instance, 

the  Colosoma   beetle    brought    from 

rope  to  combat  Gypsy  moths;  lady- 

etles  imported  from  Australia  to  at- 

ack  certain    scale    insects    and    the 

Chinese  prajing  mantis  are  outstand- 

examples  of  predators.  Wasps  and 
Hies  are  brought  from  Japan  and 
Jorea  to  combat  the  Japanese  beetle 
nenace. 

Commercially  valuable  insects  and 
|hrir  products  have  been  used  by  man 
inre  time  immemorial.  Bee  products 
-honey  and  beeswax  -are  prized  in 
ven-  land.  Most  valuaTole  and  benefi- 
cial of  all  of  insects  are  these  which 
ollenize  blos.soms.  There  are  but  few 
blants  or  trees  that  do  not  depend 
fpon  their  aid  to  carry  pollen  on  their 
p?^  and  back  from  the  .stamens  of  one 
>!ant  to  the  stigma  of  another,  thus 
n^urin?  crass  fertilization.  Hence 
Muction  of  better  fruits  and  seeds. 
-!!k  is  used  In  the  manufacture  of 
oimtlpss  textiles.  Millions  of  the 
K^hnfr  silk  worms  or  caterpillars  are 
fWin'T  their  time  and  energy  that 
,'f^,  of  E\'e's  daughters  mikht  be 
'^'Icingly  adorned. 

»w!"?*^'  "^^^  ^°^  "^^"y  purposes.  Is 
ranauy  a  resinous  substance  secreted 

a  scale  insect  which  lives  on  the 
Tgs  Of  various  trees  in  warm  climates. 
£  t!  f  ^,dye  stuff  of  scarlet  hue, 
ta?,t°f,t^e  dried  bodies  of  female 

e  insects  that  live  on  cacti. 
rt  h  wkJ^  "'^^  ^5  Jewelry.    Beetles 
b  inJ. T^  P^^^"^'^  colors  are  made 
P  inw)  tie  pins  and  cuff  links.  Showv 

khr,/'^''''"y  butterflies  and 
Ich  8.  '  J^f^  ^"  "taking  ornaments 
)  "emnl  ?'^'  ^"^  pendants  as  well 

M  ^v^^  *'^y'  ^^d  pictures. 
PlI  T±  I'^^^y  ^"PPOrt  human 

fids  nl.'i''  ^^^<^  natives  of  certain 
Hlcacy'°"if '■  i^ects  a  special 
L  ine  menu  beginning  with 


^'ofceTf-  '°"°^^'^  by  an  en- 

.^^    Insects  of  Food  Value 

^^t.  blr?"  nL  ^"^ects    as    food    for 

'^"  Thev!?*"'  ^"^  ^sh  is  J^nown 
^?  to  2„^^t°^^  so"K  birds  some- 
P'^estlc  fZi  .^  *^^  furnish  our 
■^^hforTuT^^^  *^  incentive  to 
'Of  a  living.    The  wise  fisher- 
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STALLION  LAW  AIDS 
STATE  HORSE  TRADE 

ENPORCEMENT  of  the  Pennsylvania 
state  stallion  enrollment  Law.  ac- 
cording to  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry State  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  proven  a  very  effective  method  of 
eliminating  grade  and  scrub  stallions 
and  Jacks  and  other  stallions  that  were 
fraudulently  represented  as  purebreds 
under  various  >bogus  and  fraudulent 
pedigree  certificates.  Certainly  this  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  Bureau  announces,  it  seeks  to 
promote  harmony  and  cooperation  be- 
tween the  stallion  owners  and  the 
farmers  who  have  breeding  stock,  and 
wishes  to  take  this  oportunity  to  thank 
the  stallion  owners  and  the  veterin- 
arians for  their  fine  cooperation  in 
stallion  enrollment  work.  As  a  result 
of  this  cooperation  a  new  record  was 
established  in  the  number  of  stallions 
licensed  to  stand  for  public  service  in 
Pennsylvania  during  1939.  Four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  licenses  were  is- 
sued. Of  this  number  sixteen  licenses 
were  issued  to  stand  Jacks,  and  this 
number  represents  an  increase  over  the 
number  of  Jacks  previously  listed. 

There  are  still  too  many  men,  it  is 
noted,  who  are  not  careful  in  choosing 
the  kind  of  stallion  to  which  they 
breed  their  mares.  Because  of  the 
cheapness  of  the  service  fee,  they  breed 
their  mares  to  inferior  stallions  and  are 
generally  disappointed  in  the  progeny. 
However,  many  of  our  mare  owners  it 
is  asserted,  are  learning  that  the  use 
of  a  good  stallion  pays  high  dividends 
when  they  come  to  dispose  of  the 
progeny.  Aside  from  this  there  is  a 
satisfaction  in  having  the  type  of  colts 
of  which  they  are  proud  and  for  which 
there  is  a  demand. 

man  knows  many  an  insect  by  its  first 
name. 

The  greatest  number  of  insects  are 
of  inestimable  value  as  house  cleaners. 
They  are  continually  on  the  Job  reduc- 
ing to  simpler  substances  incalculable 
amounts  of  dead  or  decaying  animal  or 
vegetable  matter  worn  out  with  age 
and  useless.  Every  tree  or  plant  that 
dies  is  quickly  attacked  by  hosts  of  in- 
sects that  reduce  them  to  a  form  or 
condition  in  which  they  may  be  util- 
ized in  fertilizing  and  renewing  the 
soil. 


"17  YEAR  LOCUSTS" 
DUE  HERE  IN  MAYf 

THIS  is  not  only  "leap  year"  but  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  T,  L.  Guyton  of  the 
Division  of  Entomology  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  it  is  also 
"Locust  Year."  This  state,  he  con- 
tinued Is  due  this  spring  to  a  visit  of 
seventeen  year  Cicada  or  "Locust"  as 
they  are  commonly  known.  These  Lo- 
custs will  appear  in  larger  niunbers 
than  usual  in  Bedford,  Blair,  Clearfield, 
Cumberland,  Lehigh,  Luzerne,  Mon- 
tour, Northumberland,  Snyder,  Schuyl- 
kill and  Union  counties.  It  is  also  quite 
likely  the  seventeen  year  locusts  will 
be  scattered  in  some  of  the  neighboring 
counties.  The  right  name  it  was  ex- 
plained is  Cicada,  not  Locust,  since 
Locust  should  apply  to  what  is  com- 
monly known  as  short-horned  grass- 
hoppers. Locust  is  mentioned  in  the 
Bible  and  should  always  be  thought 
of  as  grasshoppers. 

It  is  seventeen  years  since  Locusts 
have  visited  this  state  in  a  ma.ss  or  on 
wing  as  it  is  called.  Dr.  Gu3rton  ex- 
plains that  entomologists  who  have 
kept  an  active  record  have  assigned 
various  groups  of  cicadas  to  appear  on 
certain  years.  These  groups  are  known 
as  broods.  The  group  that  will  visit 
Pennsylvania  is  known  as  Brood  14. 
It  will  also  appear  in  Maryland,  West 
Virginia,  Oliio,  Kentucky,  Illinois  and 
eastward  to  Massachusetts. 

"It  seems  certain,"  Dr,  Guyton  de- 
clared, "that  tills  is  the  brood  which 
so  startled  the  early  settlers  in  1634, 
these  settlers  never  having  seen  the 
like  before  in  their  native  land.  Defi- 
nite records  have  been  made  of  the 
brood  every  seventeen  years  since  1789, 
There  are  several  broods  occurring  in 
Pennsylvania.  Other  Locust  years  will 
be  1944  and  1945  etc.,  the  seventeen- 
year  Cicada  must  not  be  confused  with 
the  annual  Cicada  which  occurs  every 
year  in  the  last  part  of  July  and 
through  August.  This  form  occurs  every 
year  and  is  never  so  numerous  as  the 
mass  visitation  of  the  seventeen-year 
form. 

It  has  been  seventeen  years  since 
this  particular  brood  was  on  the  wing. 
Seventeen  years  ago  the  young  Cicadas 
entered  the  ground  and  began  to  feed 
on  the  roots  of  trees.  The  visitation 
of  the  seventeen -year  Locust  this  year 
will  begin  in  late  May  or  early  Jime 
when  the  nymph  crawls  out  of  the 
ground,  and  cliintos  up  any  neait>y  ob- 
ject such  as  a  tree  or  post.  Then  a 
startling  transaction  takes  place.  The 
skin  bursts  open  the  length  of  the  back 
and  the  matured  cicada  emerges.  The 
number  which  may  appear  in  the 
given  locality  may  depend  upon  the 
number  of  trees  and  the  exact  loca- 
tion and  the  area  covered  by  this 
brood. 

PENNSYLVANIA  CANNED 
FOODS  WORK  EXPANDS 

PRODUCTION  of  canned  foods  in 
Pennsylvania  continues  to  expand 
substantially,  according  to  reports  re- 
ceived by  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

The  pack  of  apples  the  reports  show, 
and  apple  products  produced  In  the 
fruit  ibelt  of  Pennsylvania  has  more 
then  doubled  since  1936,  so  that  Penn- 
sylvania now  ranks  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing apple  canning  States.  Likewise  the 
Pennsylvania  pack  of  tomatoes  has 
doubled  in  the  past  few  years.  Packs 
of  peas,  com,  beans,  sour  cherries  and 
mushrooms  have  also  increased  appre- 
ciably  during  recent  years. 


Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying  Counts  10  High  Pens  to  February  10,  1940 

Rank  Pointi  Eggi 

...       1  1410.6.')  1402 

<  i:'.:i7.2r,  1321 

n  13.36.55  1301 

4  1328.4.';  1262 

5  1.^27.70  18.10 

•  N.H.   .,• «  1321.40  1331 

•  S.C.W.L 7  I.^^IL.IO  1288 

.R.I.R 8  1306.60  1290 

.N.n 9  1298.50  1826 

•  N.H 10  1288.15  1219 


Owner  State 

Norman    W.   Amidon    ,  ,Coiinpoticiit 
Foreman  Poultry  F'arm  .Mi'liipran 
Hurr's   Poultry  Farm    ,  ,  Pennsylvania 
.1.   J.   Warren    MasHacliuRottfl 


Breed 
.n.P.R. 
.S.C.W.L. 
.S.C.W.L. 
.R.LR. 


r.uy    A.    lipador    York.     PtnnHylvania  S.C.W.I,. 

Thomas    .MV-ttler    Now    Jprpey     .  . 

Piko    Rntthers    C^onnfctirut 

K.    n.    Parmi'nter Ma.H8HrhuB«'tta 

Tfubbard    Farmg    Vow   Hampshire 

ru7j:lede1o    F^irms    Pennsylvania 
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1^0  SHEEP  LOSl^;^ 
liivDEK  SNOW  DRIFTS 

li-vWATCHED  as  by  shepherds  as  of 

1 1:,.  .  large  flock  of  sheep,  according 


1,0  reports  received  by  the  Bureau  of 

Imal  industry,  of   the  Department 

LTA'^iculture.  were  lost  in  last  week's 

1;  storm  near  White  Church, 
Greece  County.  Four  days  later  the 
sheep  after  a  frantic  search  were  found 
intact  under  heavy  snow  drifts  on  the 
high  mountain  ridges  in  Centre  Town- 

Ishlp.  ,, 

Whrn  the  storm  came  up.  according 

(to  the  report,  the  sheep  were  trapped 
In  the  fields.  It  appears  that  an  effort 
to  gpt  them  out  failed  when  a  sleigh 
and  horses  sent  out  to  rescue  ihe  sheep 
were  caught  in  a  huge  snow  drift  and 
I  had  to  be  shoveled  out. 

For  four  days,  a  hunt  on  horse  back 
land  on  foot  was  maintained  without 
Iresults.  Finally  airholes  were  found 
Ilii  the  deep  drifts  and  the  rescuers 
|be;,'fln  to  dig  with  the  result  that  the 
Isheep  were  found  huddled  together 
liindemeath. 

The  sheep  fortunately  for  them  were 
iMerinos.    By  nature  the  wool  on  this 
Itype  of  sheep  Is  very  thick  and  this 
Iwarm  covering  saved  the  sheep   from 
Ifreezing.    When  found  the  sheep  had 
not  tramped   each   other    down    and 
[their  warm  breaths   had   opened    air 
holes  In  the  drifts. 
It  was  said  by  the  Department  that 
sheep  has  enough  natural  fat  in  it's 
ostem   to   provide    nourishment    for 
ree  or  four  days  under  such  condi- 
tions. 

While  the  entire  flock  was  found  In- 
kact  many  of  the  sheep  were  weakened 
fcy  the  exposure  and  their  rescuers 
killed  food  to  them  for  a  distance  of 
bht  miles  before  herding  them  home- 
Vard. 

ao  PORK  PRODUCTION 
5Y  KILLING  PARASITES 

PHE  Department  of  Agriculture,  Bu- 
Jreau  of  Animal  Industry,  Division 
f'  Miscellaneous  Di.sea-.-s,  pnnounc-s 
"h't  parasites  are  a  common  cause  of 
mtlirifty  pigs  Swine  raised  on  the 
^^■^  ground  year  after  year  become 
11!^ ted  with  swine  parasites 
I  Many  animals  die  as  the  result  of 
^fasitic  infestation  while  others  hav- 
I,,  ™  f^egrees  of  infestation  show 

CL  "^^^""^"^^'^  ^^d  «re  not 
ratable  to  maintain  It  requires  a 
fU  longer  time  and  considerably 
L.  r.  "^  ^^^''^  ^  parasitic  animal 
[iv  !  ^°^^  °"^  which  Is  not  infested 
T-'  parasites. 

Pj  Bureau  suggests  the  following 
UZI  "''''"'^^  ^  adopted  to  con- 
Plol  /.'?'"*  parasitic  infestation: 
kna'tp  •  °'  "^""^P  ^°8  grounds  in 
tn     n  ^'t?  °'  P'^^^d^  a  clean  free 

U'LJ  '"^^"tained  for  at  least 
V  Of  fiith\^?''  °''  "'°^^-    Keep  pigs 

k  feedf'  ^'^"^'"^  ^^^^-  Avoid 
hid  be  nlL  ^^^^^^-  Arrangements 
N  1^  T^  s^  that  pigs  are  far- 
\ri  L  ^""^  disinfected  pens. 

.  ^^^unT^ii'l;^;  ^h^"^d  toe  placed 
hfiated  ^^^  ^^^  been   con- 

Pbe^'^S"^^   "measures    if    insUtuted 

^^  '^Zmll\^'^^\  ^^^   ^"   Prol^tatole 
"omical  pork  production 
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STATE  AGENTS  AFTER 
OLIVE  OIL  FRAUDS 

THE  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, through  the  Bureau  of  Foods 
and  Chemistry,  today  warned  prospec- 
tive purchasers  of  olive  oil  to  purchase 
only  well  known  brands  from  reputable 
dealers. 

Agents  of  the  Department  have  re- 
cently uncovered  sales  of  adulterated 
olive  oil  in  several  parts  of  the  State. 
Some  arrests  have  already  been  made 
and  otheis  are  pending. 

A  concerted  drive  is  being  made  on 
purveyors  of  adulterated  olive  oil  by 
Federal,  State  and  local  oflacials.  The 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture was  recently  successful  in  a  prose- 
cution In  Baltimore,  Maryland,  charg- 
ing the  adulteration  of  olive  oil. 

Prosecutions  are  also  pending  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  Adulterations  un- 
covered to  date  appear  to  be  confined 
to  the  so-called  blends  of  olive  oil  with 
such  oils  as  cottonseed  and  peanut 
oil.  The  latter  two  can  be  purchased 
at  a  much  cheaper  price  and  blend 
ideally  with  olive  oil. 

Every  container  of  olive  oil  or  blends 
of  olive  oil  with  other  oils  is  required 
by  law  to  declare  information  as  to  the 
identification  of  the  manufacturer, 
packer,  distributor  or  wholesale  dealer. 
Purchasers  should  insist  that  con- 
tainers comply  with  this  requirement. 

The  best  precaution  for  prospective 
purchasers  is  to  patronize  only  rep- 
utaible  businessmen  in  their  conunmi- 
ity.  Any  suspicious  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  piu-chase  of  olive  oil 
should  be  reported  at  once  to  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture. 


NOW  IS  TIME  TO  GET 
BEE  EQUIPMENT  READY 

IV'OW  is  the  time  of  the  year,  the  De- 
■'•  partment  of  Agriculture  advises,  to 
prepare  hives  and  supers  for  the  active 
bee  season.  Repair  and  paint  all  extra 
hive  bodies,  covers  and  bottom  boards 
and  assemble  extra  frames  for  improv- 
ing yoiu*  colonies  in  the  Spring. 
Colonies  must  be  prepared  prior  to  the 
main  honey  flow. 

Examine  your  colonies  in  April  and 
remove  old  heavy  combs  and  combs 
with  drone  brood.  Replace  these  with 
combs  with  worker  cells  or  with  frames 
with  full  sheets  of  foundation.  Replace 
hive  bodies  that  need  repairs  or  paint- 
ing, with  good  sound  equipment.  Unite 
weak  or  queenless  colonies. 

Have  your  colonies  in  condition  so 
that  the  combs  can  be  easily  removed 
without  harm  to  the  bees  or  combs.  A 
colony  of  bees  on  straight  combs  is 
easily  inspected  and  manipulated  for 
the  production  of  honey. 

For  further  instructions  of  the 
proper  preparation  of  bees  for  inspec- 
tion, write  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
dustry. Department  of  Agriculture, 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

APPLE  CANNING  MAKES 
BIG  GAIN  IN  STATE 

RECENTLY  Peimsylvania  has  ad- 
vanced to  a  foremost  position  in  the 
canning  of  apples  and  apple  products, 
both  in  quahty  and  quantity,  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  announces. 
Reasons  given  are: 

1.  The  preponderance  of  varieties 
grown  in  Pennsylvania  orchards  par- 
ticularly well  adapted  to  canning  pur- 
po.'^es. 

2.  Nearness  to  the  largest  Eastern 
U.  S.  maikets. 

3.  Particular  stress  on  quality  by 
Pennsylvania  carmers. 

The  Department  points  out  that  in- 
spectors have  been  located  at  Pennsyl- 
vania Apple  Canneries  for  the  past 
twelve  years  during  the  harvest  season, 
to  grade  deliveries  from  growers,  thus 
enaJbling  the  canners  to  pay  premiimi 
prices  for   top   quality  raw  apples. 

This  grading  process  has  encouraged 
producers  to  grow  better  fruit.  During 
the  1939  season  nearly  79  million 
pounds  of  apples  for  canning  were 
graded  by  State  inspectors.  An  in- 
crease of  41%  over  the  55  million 
pomids  graded  in  1938.  This  apple 
grading  places  Pennsylvania  in  first 
rank  In  the  official  inspection  of  apples 
for  canning. 

It  is  noted  that  complete  report  of 
the  "Grading  of  Carming  Crops  in 
Pennsylvania— 1939"  Is  now  ready  for 
free  distribution,  and  will  be  sent  to 
interested   parties   on   written   request. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNT  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  FEB.  17,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman   W.   Amidon    .  .  .  .Connecticut      BPR 

Foreman    Poultry    Farm     .  Michigan       SCWL 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey    NH 

Burr't  Poultry  Farm   ....  Pennsylvania      SCWL 

Guy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania      SCWL 

J.  J.  Warren    Massachusetts        R|R 

Piho    Brother*     Connecticut         SCWL 

E.   B.   Parmenter Massachusetts        RjR 

Hubbard   Farms New    Hampshire    NH 

Fuzzydelo    Farms     Pennsylvania      NH 


Rank 

Points 

1494.60 

1413.40 

1408.30 

1407.00 

1401.50 

1397.90 

1380.50 

1368.30 

9 

1365.85 

10 

1360.65 

Egat 
1482 
1392 
1414 
1367 
1400 
1326 
1348 
1348 
1391 
1286 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  FEBRUARY  17,  1938-1940 


Year 

1940.  all  13  birds 

1939.  all  13  birds 

1938,  alt  13  bird* 


Percent  Average  Points  Average  Eggs  Ave.  Egg  Wt. 
Production             Per  Bird  Per  Bird        Oz.  Per  Ooz 

62.24  86.37  87.14  23.8 

52.99  74.52  74.19  24.1 

50.57  68.88  70.79  23.3 


'Ml 


}'  \\ 


M 


M 


•I 


ii" 


i 


M^! 


I 


\ 


<^0'  /o/ 


PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Ao'W3 


WEE 


t    ^ 


H-^ 


NEWS   BULLETIN 

1900,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 
hn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


si- 


.  r 

J. 


Harrisburg,  March  7,  1940 


10 


No.  9 


V 


FIRST  AID 
STOCK  AND 


jv^.<^:/ 


LTRY 


medical    and 


.  .#  seriei  of  articles  on  medical  ana 
^''■\  °l  bv  Dr  H.  C.  Kutz,  Bureau  of  Anl- 
'8'="   •  l^Uartment  of  Agriculture.  Harris- 


!!:r?rdu.try.  Department 


LrEQUENTLY,  the  causes  of  sick- 

Fnpss  or  injuries  in  farm  animals  can 

/readily  corrected  or  prevented   by 

'°        judgment     and     proper     care. 


annual^  i""j 

of  knowledge  and  unsound  farm 


ISerious   diseases    and    death    among 
1 

Ishould  ^have  ""some    knowledge    about 


Ilann  animals  may  occur  Jbecau5e__of 
|„«;m7n\'pra-ctices^_B^_«y  farmer 


Lack 


rst-aid  medical  treatments  for  emer- 
Irency  cases  of  sickness  or  infection  of 
nve  stock  and  poultry  on  the  farm. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  article 
0  advise  any  particular  treatments  or 

edicines  in  connection  with  the  vari- 
ous phases  of  emergency  cases.  Pre- 
nuently  minor  sicknesses  in  livestock 
aay  be  passed  over  lightly  only  to  de- 
velop into  incurable  diseases  and  death 
of  the  animal.    Prevention  of  disease 

basically  the  foundation  for  healthy 

livestock. 

Infectious  and  transmissible  diseases 
tannot  be  controlled  or  eradicated  by 
jiscientific  procedure  and  it  is  here 
rhere  the  veterinarian  becomes  the 
tuardian  and  conservator  of  all  live- 
stock and  poultry  life  on  our'  farm. 
^e  counsel  and  remedial  measures 
iiecessary  to  carry  this  out  is  the  func- 
tion of  the  veterinarian  who  is  pro- 
fessionally and  scientifically  qualified 
prescribe  the  necessary  medical  care. 
Tlie  indiscriminate  use  of  drugs  and 
hrious  use  of  cure-all  medicines  are 
be  discouraged  for  the  reason  that 
(ventually  untold  harm  may  result.  In 
^11  cases  of  livestock  and  poultry 
roubles  or  disease,  the  farmer  will  be 
he  gainer  by  consulting  his  veteri- 
narian as  the  old  saying,  "An  Ounce  of 
revention  is  Worth  a  Pound  of  Cure," 
kolds  true  evrn  in  this  mechanized 
Ind  modernistic  world. 

Ailment  of  Farm  Horses 
Taking  the  horse  as  the  initial 
Motive  power  on  the  farm,  we  will  con- 
pr  some  of  the  common  ailments  of 
he  farm  horse.  Lameness  is  quite 
revalent  and  this  may  be  due  to  vari- 
us  causes,  as  for  instance,  stone 
rui?p.s  while  working  in  the  fields.  Ir- 
gular  stones  wedge  between  the  frog 
the  hoof  and  the  branches  of  the 
does.  It  is  corrected  by  removing  the 
one  and  if  the  lameness  continues 
hen  you  should  have  your  veterinarian 
ftamine  the  hoof  as  the  final  result 
ay  be  a  stone  bruise  of  the  sensitive 
iructures  of  the  hoof  sole  and  this 
fnaition  requires  the  expert  attention 

your  veterinarian. 

[Another  type  of  lameness  is  caused 

horses  stepping  on  nails.  The  point 

,  he  nail  generaUy  punctures  the  sole 

he  hoof  near  the  point  of  the  frog. 

'his  is  the  trouble,  remove  the  nail 

m  a  pair  of  pliers,   if   necessary, 

IV   J  P°^^et  knife,  cut  a  small 

t    '"  *,^f,  sole  of  the  frog  so  that 

r^^  ten  where  the  nail  punctured 

[VpaT'.u^  veterinarian  should  be 

mZ    .  ^^  ^^^  properly  treat  the 

bt  tS  ?^"V"ister  a  dose  of  tetanus 

Kk?.    i^'  horse  so  that  tetanus 

V   0  r.^°''  not  develop. 

£  of  5?''  °^   lameness    due    to 

rains  Mi^'u^^  j°^"^s  accidents  or 

5n    Cni,°"^^  have  veterinary  atten- 

hnZnt°?l^    ^^^^    yo"^    veteri- 

horses  cov!'  ^^'"\  surgically.    Colics 

knts    M    I  multitude  of  intestinal 

'■'"?  medicL  "^  ^""^  ^^^^  ^"le  for 

a  well  i^h2°.^'  *°  P'^a-  the  horse 
ir  vet  rln«,f^  ^"^"  ^^^"  ^"^  ^^11 

dition.  ^  °"ly  aggravate  the 

Fable  irJ.^P^^^  *ypes  cause  con- 
troubie    in    horses.      Kicks, 
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badly  cut  legs  from  mowing  machine 
cutter  bars,  (barbed  wire,  interference 
cuts  on  legs,  sharp  stones,  etc.  In- 
juries of  this  type  should  be  cleaned 
with  an  antiseptic  solution  and  if 
necessary,  bandaged  with  strips  of 
muslin  or  other  available  material. 
When  considerable  hemorrhage  is 
present,  the  farmer  should  place  a 
tourniquet  around  the  leg  above  the 
joints  or  another  part  of  the  leg  and 
this  can  Ibe  readily  done  by  using  five 
or  six  strands  of  binder  twine  and 
wrapping  them  tightly  around  the  leg. 
Another  tourniquet  can  be  made  by 
cutting  a  one  and  one -half  strip  of 
rubber  out  of  an  inner  automobile  tube, 
about  three  feet  long  and  wrapping 
this  around  the  leg  carrying  one  knot 
only.  The  contraction  of  the  rubber 
will  stop  the  hemorrhage  or  slow  it  up 
sufficiently  that  a  good  blood  clot 
forms.  Fractures  of  legs  are  difficult 
to  treat  but  in  any  event,  it  is  well 
to  call  your  veterinarian  to  determine 
if  the  fracture  can  be  repaired  by 
means  of  a  splint  or  a  cast.  Fractures 
in  young  animals  respond  very  nicely 
to  treatment. 

Another  condition  occurs  in  horses 
after  standing  idle  for  some  length  of 
time  and  we  refer  to  azoturia,  com- 
monly called  black  water,  kidney 
paralysis,  etc.  ,This  condition  always 
occurs  in  good  fleshed  horses  which  have 
been  on  full  feed  and  have  not  been 
worked  for  several  days.  It  also  occurs 
in  the  spring  after  horses  have  been 
well  fed  all  winter,  and  is  frequently 
fatal  to  horses  but  there  are  several 
things  that  a  farmer  can  do  to  ma- 
terially assist  in  saving  the  horse. 
Some  of  the  first  symptoms  noted  is  a 
profuse  sweating  shortly  after  the 
horse  is  started  to  work.  In  fact,  it 
may  develop  into  a  white  lather. 

Hind  Leg  Knuckling 

Another  characteristic  symptom  is  a 
sort  of  knuckling  over  in  one  hind  leg 
and  the  owner  may  think  the  horse 
has  gone  lame  from  some  other  cause; 
the  horse  appears  to  be  falling  behind. 
This  is  the  time  where  common  sense 
is  worth  money.   Azoturia  may  also  ef- 


fect the  front  legs  but  the  main  thing 
to  do  when  this  condition  occurs  is  to 
immediately  stop  the  horse  and  tie  him 
to  a  tree  or  fence-post  and  if  possible, 
cover  with  blankets  and  immediately^ 
call  your  veterinarian.  Never  try  to 
walk  the  horse  to  the  barn  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  more  you  move  the  horse, 
the  weaker  he  gets  and  eventually  he 
drops  to  the  groimd  and  death  may  re- 
sult. In  a  good  many  cases,  azoturia 
can  be  avoided  by  working  or  exercising 
the  horses  every  day  of  the  week  and 
if  this  is  not  possible,  then  the  feed 
should  be  materially  reduced. 

In  the  summer  time  horses  may  be 
affected  while  working  in  the  fields 
with  sun-stroke,  heat-stroke  or  exhaus- 
tion. The  horse  should  be  moved  into 
the  shade  if  possible,  and  cold  water 
applied  to  the  head  while  a  call  is 
made  for  your  veterinarian.  Collars 
and  harnesses  should  be  kept  clean 
and  the  shoulders  of  the  horse  should 
be  washed  every  day  after  returning 
from  work  with  water,  to  remove  the 
perspiration,  which  is  very  salty  and 
causes  a  skin  irritation  and  eventually 
the  shoulder  becomes  chafed  and  sore. 
Treat  Horses  Kindly 

To  get  the  best  work  from  your 
horses,  treat  them  kindly  and  keep 
them  clean  and  during  the  extreme  hot 
weather  your  horses  will  appreciate  a 
drink  of  water  after  they  have  finished 
eating  their  hay*  at  night.  A  good 
practice  is  to  water  sparingly  at  noon 
before  feeding,  then  before  going  to 
work,  and  the  same  in  the  evening 
with  the  exception  of  an  additional 
watering  about  8  or  9  P.  M. 

If  meadows  or  pastures  are  handy 
to  the  barn,  horses  enjoy  having  pas- 
ture freedom  so  they  can  roll  and  eat 
some  nice  juicy  green  grass.  This  also 
assists  nature  in  keeping  the  horses' 
digestive  tract  functioning  properly. 
Horses  are  subject  to  many  other  con- 
ditions and  diseases,  some  are  highly 
infectious  and  in  all  cases  it  is  well  to 
consult  your  veterinarian. 

EASTER  EGG  DYE  AND 
CANDY  MAKERS  WARNED 
AGAINST  IMPURITIES 

THE  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
through  the  Bureau  of  Foods  and 
Chemistry  is  conducting  its  annual  in- 
vestigation into  the  sale  of  Easter  egg 
dyes  and  Easter  candies.  Manu- 
facturers of  Easter  egg  dyes  who  have 
oflered  tlieir  products  for  sale  in  Penn- 
sylvania during  past  years  have  been 
requested  to  send  samples  of  the 
products,  they  propose  to  offer  for  sale 
during  the  current  season,  to  the  De- 
partment laboratory  at  Harrisburg. 
District  agents  at  the  same  time  are 
obtaining  samples  of  dyes  from  the 
open  market. 

Scientists  of  the  Department  during 
the  next  few  weeks  will  devote  their 
attention  to  the  chemical  analyses  of 
Easter  egg  dyes  to  determine  that  those 
ofTered  for  sale  in  Pennsylvania  are 
harmless,  non-toxic  and  non-deleterious 
to  health.  Distributors  and  retail  mer- 
chants are  cautioned  to  purchase 
Easter  egg  dyes  only  from  reputable 
mnnufacturers.  Citizens  are  warned  to 
purchase  dyes  only  from  reputable 
merchants. 

The  Department  is  also  investigat- 
ing the  sale  of  Easter  candies  and  urges 
caution  in  the  purchase  thereof. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

10  HIGH  PENS  TO  FEBRUARY  24,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Xorman    W.    Amidon     ...Connecticut      BPR 

Thomas    Mettlcr     Now   Jersey    NH 

Foreman  Po^iltry  Farm    .  .  Michigan       SCWL 

Rurr's    Poultry    Farm    .  .  .  Pennsylvania       SCWL 

J.    J.    Warren     ,  Massachusetts        RIR 

Ouy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania       SCWL 

Piho   Brothers Connecticut        SCWL 

E.    B.    Parmenter    Massachusetts       RIR 

lluhbard    Farms     New    Hampshire    NH 

Fuzzydele   Farms Pennsylvania       NH 


Rank 

1 

2 

.3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
1579.10 
1492.75 
1487.45 
1478.10 
1473.90 
1472.35 
14.'il.00 
1433.45 
1428.00 
1427.90 


Eggs 
To  Date 

1562 
1496 
1462 
143  4 
1896 
1468 
1414 
1409 
1451 
1348 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  FEBRUARY  24,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all  13  birds 

1989,  all  13  birds 

1940,  all  13  birds 


Percent 

Production 

50.76 

68.85 

62.44 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

72.78 

79.74 

91.25 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

74.60 

79.17 

91.79 


Average  Egg 

Wt.  Oz. 

Per  Do«. 

23.5 

24.1 

23.8 
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FIKST  Afiyp  LIVE^ 
IsTOCK  AN^EWW^ 
M'=-»K;'V'H.''c."K°uu."Bt.l-"o'! 

hSSf'rili    I>.P"l-"«"t    of     Aorlcullur.. 

iHarrlsburg. 

I.,  ATTLE  on  the  farm  are  subject  to 

C  many  ailments   and   in   order    to 

L-e  a  healthy  herd  of  dairy  cattle,  it 

Jio  his  advantase  that  the  fanner  be 

acquainted  with  some  of  the  common 

Er  nents    Every  dairy  barn  should  be 

Lipped  with  a  maternity  or  hospital 

taTand  if  practical,  it  is  better  to 
Ihave  a  separate  building  exclusively 
for  this  purpose.  These  stalls  are  also 
■convenient  to  use  for  other  cases,  as 
for  instance,  sick  horses  and  cows,  hogs 
or  sheep.  They  should  be  about  twelve 
or  fifteen  feet  square,  well  lighted  with 
no  f""d-bo>:es  or  racks  and  easily 
cleaned  and  located  in  the  barn  where 
blenty  of  sun-light  will  have  access  to 
thesl?!l. 

Parturition  or  calving  often  presents 
Considerable  difficulty  to  the  dairy- 
man. In  some  cases  where  the  calf  is 
nonnally  presented  with  the  feet  pro- 
Iruding,  a  little  assistance  to  the 
kother  may  be  necessary  by  simply 
fraspin?  a  le,?  and  puUing  easily  while 

[le  cow  is  in  labor.  In  cases  where  the 
fcow  is  in  maternal  labor  for  a  period 
\{  an  hour  or  two  and  the  calf  is  not 
bom,  it  is  advisable  to  call  your  veteri- 
parlan. 

Do  not  let  any  so-called  cow  mid- 

pife  explore  the  womb  of  the  cow  as 

bis  only  complicates  delivery  and  pos- 

bbly  infects   the   cow   so    that    your 

[c-terinarian  may  not  be  able  to  make 

noimal  delivery.  The  use  of  ropes, 
ackles.  levers  and  super  manual  power 

conducive  of  more  harm  than  good 
Hth  resulting  sterility  and  possibly 
leath  of  the  cow.  Retained  after-birth 
ptHl  membranes)   should  be   treated 

rlv  bv  your  veterinarian. 

Udder  Intensely  Inflamed 

Following  calving,  the  cow  may  de- 

|elop  a  congestion  of  the  udder  and  If 

lo  infection  is  present,  this  soon  passes 

py  after  several  days'  milking  but 

pen  the  udder  is  intensely  inflamed 

T  hot,  it  is  well  to  have  your  veteri- 

arian   prescribe    for    the    condition 

khich  may  be  one  of  the  initial  stages 

the  various  types  of  mastitis.   There 

■e  several  types  of  mastitis,  commonly 

Riled  garget.    Some  are  amenable  to 

Jratment  and  others  leave  the  cow  de- 

t!:ve  m  one  or  two  quarters  and  she 

J-^omes  unprofitable  and   it   may   be 

ressary  to  dispose  of  her  for  beef. 

1  Some  types  of  mastitis   are   spread 

t  other  cows  by  improper  cleaning  and 

|t-'lization  of  the   milking    machine 

m  The  use  of  a  strip  cut,  or  some 

Pnorbasiti  painted  black  on  the  in- 

p  should  be  used  before  each  and 

fn  nulking  so  that  if  any  abnormal 

ra-'ion  of  the  milk  is  shown  by  dis- 

irHii  °"'  ^■''^'"ess,  stringiness,  or   a 

Z' ^T^^^'^^^^^y  the  cow  should  be 

S  f  '"I  ^^'   "^"^i"&    line    and 

Zt  r  ^"'^^^^    examination    by 

F  veterinarian. 

ltS".^°"^"^°n  ailment  in  cows 
Wurient  paresis,  the  so  called  milk 
w  rini  1^  ^  misnomer  in  that  the 
leonnLu  .^^^^  ^"y  ^ever  but  just 
I  sbln  '  ?  ^^^^  the  temperature 
nrZT\    "^his    condition    may 

|c  nt  ™'L^^l^i"S  and  according  to 
K  ^0,  ^"gftion  it  is  caused  by  a 

K  n?  Z  ^°^'^i"^  0^  the  calcium 
^•'  nW.l^i  '°'^''  ^°^y'  ^  changed 
^oto^;  ii'^^''",    takes    place.     The 

^^^*  Snes  /n^n"".  ^?'^^  ^^^  ^°^^  «^ 
I  *e  stanl^"^  inability  to  remain 
\^  standing  position. 

an7nS  ^r^"'  ^'^^  turned  to  one 

hrvear.  f?>-^^t  her  to  stand.  In 
'^-flatinp  fK  '  condition  was  treated 
PP  or  auimli-,"'''^^^  ^ith  a  hand 
h'^'^ntlv  ;J?'^?i^^  tire  pump  but  this 
I  was  the  cause  of  mastitis. 
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due  to  pumping  dirt  and  infection  into 
the  cow's  udder.  This  old  custom  has 
been  discarded  and  now  your  veteri- 
narian gives  a  more  scientific  treat- 
ment. Parturient  paresis  may  be  com- 
plicated with  other  conditions  and 
when  nervous  symptoms,  and  muscle 
twitching  or  delirium  is  present,  aceto- 
menia  may  be  suspected,  but  In  either 
case  your  veterinarian  will  give  the 
proper  treatment. 

When  Calf   Is   Bom 

When  the  calf  Is  born,  the  owner 
should  immediately  remove  from  the 
calf's  nose  and  mouth,  any  shreds  or 
portions  of  the  fatal  membrane  in 
order  to  enable  the  calf  to  breathe, 
also  remove  from  calf's  mouth,  inside, 
any  pieces  of  the  fatal  membrane  or 
gelatinous  exudate;  if  the  above  Is  not 
carried  out,  the  calf  may  suffocate  and 
die.  Frequently,  respirations  in  the 
calf  are  not  very  noticeable  and  to 
stimulate  breathing,  grasp  the  calf  by 
the  hind  legs  and  swing  or  shake  a 
little  and  rub  the  calf's  body  vigor- 
ously; this  generally  produces  the  de- 
sired results,  then  place  the  calf  with- 
in easy  reach  of  the  mother  so  that 
she  can  give  it  her  maternal  attention. 
Diarrheas  in  calves  are  caused  by 
dietary  troubles  or  bacterial  infection 
and  the  correction  should  be  left  to 
your  veterinarian. 

Digestive  bloating  in  cattle  is  very 
common,  due  to  early  morning  or  late 
afternoon  grazing  in  clover,  or  alfalfa. 
This  is  best  avoided  by  keeping  the 
cattle  out  of  these  fields  or  letting 
them  graze  only  during  the  middle  of 
the  day.  In  case  of  a  severe  bloat,  a 
rope  should  be  passed  thru  the  cow's 
mouth  and  tied  over  the  head  like  a 
loop.  This  causes  the  cow  to  chew  and 
may  help  in  belching  of  the  gas  from 
the  paunch  or  rumen  until  your  vet- 
erinarian can  treat  the  case.  Ordi- 
narily indigestion  should  be  watched 
carefully  and  in  no  instance  should  the 
cow  be  drenched  with  salts.  Broken 
legs  should  be  handled  the  same  as 
horses. 


FOOD  MANUFACTURERS 
MUST  GET  LICENSES 

THE  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture today  through  its  Bureau  of 
Foods  and  Chemistry  warned  operators 
of  bakeries  and  ice  cream  plants  and 
manufacturers  and  vendors  of  oleo- 
margarine that  they  are  now  subject 
to  prosecution  If  they  have  not  re- 
newed their  licenses  for  the  year  1940. 

Bakery  operators  are  subject  to  a  fine 
of  $25.00  and  costs  of  prosecution; 
operators  of  ice  cream  plants,  $50.00 
and  costs  of  prosecution  and  manufac- 
turers and  vendors  of  oleomargarine, 
$100.00  and  costs  of  prosecution. 

The  fee  to  manufacture  oleomarga- 
rine is  $1,000.00  per  year;  to  sell  at 
wholesale,  $500.00  per  year;  to  sell  at 
retail,  $100.00  per  year;  for  use  in 
hotels,  restaurants  or  dining  rooms, 
$50.00  per  year;  for  use  in  a  boarding 
hou.'-e,  $10.00  per  year. 

The  fee  to  operate  a  bakery  Is  gradu- 
ated from  $5.00  to  $20.00  per  year  and 
is  based  upon  the  total  consumption  of 
flour,  flour  substitute,  flour  mixture  or 
potatoes  used  per  week  in  the  bakery 
regardless  of  the  points  of  distribution. 
Hotels,  restaurants,  tea  rooms,  dining 
rooms,  etc.,  who  manufacture  bakery 
products  for  consumption  by  their  cus- 
tomers with  their  meals  are  required 
to  be  licensed.  Persons  using  less  than 
51  pounds  of  flour  per  week  are  exempt 
from  the  licensing  requirements  of  the 
law. 

The  fee  to  manufacture  ice  cream  ir- 
graduated  from  $10.00  to  $100.00  per 
year  based  upon  the  number  of  gallons 
manufactured  in  the  preceding  calen- 
dar year.  Those  exempt  from  the  li- 
censing requirements  of  the  law  are 
hotels,  dining  rooms,  boarding:  and  eat- 
ing houses  where  Ice  cream  Is  produced 
and  consumed  only  on  the  premises;  a 
farmer  making  and  selling  Ice  cream 
from  the  products  of  his  farm;  and 
social,  fraternal,  charitable,  educa- 
tional, religious  and  beneficial  organi- 
zations. 

/.gents  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture will  begin  prosecutions  at  once 
where  operators  are  found  without  cur- 
rent licenses. 

Mashed  or  Cat  Teats 

Teats  cut  or  mashed  should  be 
cleaned  with  an  antiseptic  solution  and 
call  your  veterinarian  who  will  give 
the  proper  treatment  so  that  the  teat 
Is  not  permanently  Injured  for  milking. 
Soie  teats  and  hard  milkers  should  not 
be  tinkered  with.  This  applies  to  the 
insertion  of  various  tjrpes  of  teat  tubes 
that  cause  more  damage  than  good.  In 
a  majority  of  cases. 

While  not  pertaining  to  this  particu- 
lar theme,  It  may  be  well  to  consider 
the  bull,  from  the  stand-point  of  safety 
to  the  owner.  The  bull  should  be  kept 
in  a  large  box  stall  and  have  access  to 
a  large  well  constructed  exercising 
yard.  Do  not  permit  the  bull  to  run 
with  the  cows  or  heifers  and  do  not 
consider  him  gentle  and  docile.  This 
tyoe  of  bull  does  not  exist.  In  other 
words,  safety  first,  with  the  bull. 
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Norman    W.    Aniidtm     .  .  .  Connecticut      .  .  , 
Thomas    Mcftlor    .......  N<-.v    Jersey     ... 

Ton  man    IViiKry    Farm    .  Michigan    * 

Hnrr'rt    IVmlfry   rn'in    ....Pennsylvania      .. 

J.    J.    Warn-n    .M.issarhusfti^    .. 

n-iy  A.    Load  r    Pennsylvania 

Pihn    Prof  hers     Connccticnt 

E.    B.    Parmcntcr    MassaehuspttH     .  . 

C'ly    A.    Loader     Pennsylvania 

Hiilihanl    Farms     \ew     Hampshire 


Breed 

nPTT 
.Ml 
.SC  Wi- 
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RIR 
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Rank 

1 
2 
S 
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« 

7 

8 

9 
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Points 
To  Date 

1568.30 
l.'').'>6.80 
1."..'J4.10 
ir>43.7,'> 
15.S7.2.'» 

l.'iOl.fiO 
1499.7.'> 
1494.30 


EflCIs 

To  Date 

] ';  '2 

1670 

ir>27 

l.'.O;-) 
14fiO 
1529 
1484 
1473 
1S22 
1.M4 
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Year 

193S.  all  l.S 

19.?J».  all  1.! 

1940.  all  M 


Percent 

Production 

r.0.94 

.'>4.0fl 

«2..'>8 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 
7r..75 

S.'V.OO 

9«.n7 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

78.4.'i 
S4.07 
90.88 


Average  Egg 

Wt.  Oz. 

Per  Doz. 

23.6 

212 

2.!. 8 
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23,  1900,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


rTHIRD  and  last  of  series  of  articles 
Tnn  medical  and  surgical  aid  by  Dr. 

L  r^^utz  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

r     fmpn't  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg. 

PlP^^Tl  effected  with  many   dis- 


Sheep  are  affected^ 
ases, 
,consiQ-a...  — -  jjgd  t,y  good   flock 


u,se    gastro-intestinal  parasites  cause 
leases,  \o°-''\     ^  ^^  oVioor*  «>nH  this 


Sierable  damage  to  sheep  and  this 


Imana 


'^°''^"iment  which  calls  for  rotation 
stures  and  systematic  drenching. 
lEwes  during  lambing  should  be  pro- 
S  d  with  good  clean  pens  and  baby 
mbs  must  receive  good  protection 
There  are  no  first-aid  treatments  for 
Inoultry  but  in  cases  where  any  of  the 
flock  show  signs  of  sickness  they  should 
Ee   isolated    immediately    and     your 
Iveterinarian  should   be   consulted    for 
lanv  infectious  or  contagious  diseases. 
I  Sudden  deaths  of  livestock  or  poultry 
Ishould  alwavs  be  investigated  for  the 
Inrobable  cause  and  no  one   is  better 
qualified  to  do  this,  than  your  veteri- 
narian. 

Frequently,  there  are  outbreaks  of 
acute  infectious  disease,  such  as 
ithrax,  along  certain  streams  of 
vaier,  Black  Leg,  Hemorrhagic  Sep- 
ticemia, and  others. 

Poisoning  of  Cattle 

Poisonous  plants  such  as  Water 
iemlock  commonly  known  as  (Mus- 
quash-Root, Beaver  Poisoning,  Chil- 
arens  Bane,  Snake  Weed,  Spotted 
irsley,  Muskrat  V/eed,  Cowbane,  and 
)eath-Of-Man).  Bracken  Fern,  Black 
Nightshade,  White  Snakeroot,  Wild 
Black  Cherry  and  others  may  cause 
death.  Poisonous  plants  should  be  dug 
up  and  burned.  In  any  suspected  case 
Df  poisoning  call  your  veterinarian  im- 
nediately  in  order  to  locate  the  spe- 
tific  cause.  Another  cause  of  cattle 
poisoning  comes  from  careless  dispos- 
ng  of  paint  containers.  It  is  the  safest 
[ling  to  see  that  all  paint  containers 
tire  destroyed  and  not  kept  around  the 
parn  and  thrown  out  in  the  pasture- 
field  or  woodland  where  cattle  may 
|iave  access  to  them.  Poisoning  from 
ead  requires  special  antidotes  and 
^our  veterinarian  must  be  called  im- 
nediately  or  the  cattle  will  die  before 
reatment  can  be  administered. 
Cattle  may  die  suddenly  from  nails 
p  pieces  of  wire  passing  from  the 
paunch  or  stomach  into  the  heart  and 
[or  this  reason  owners  should  use  every 
aution  in  seeing  to  it  that  no  foreign 
odies  of  any  type  get  into  the  feed 
pin. 

There  are  many  other  emergency 
rases  where  first-aid  treatment  is  not 
pactical  and  many  individual  animals 

i^ell  as  whole  herds  may  be  saved 
pom  serious  outbreaks  of  disease  if 
luaatied  assistance  is  obtained  prompt- 


ATCH  FOR  APPLE  TREE 
^EM  CATERPILLAR 

[OME  owners  and  others  interested 
., 'V'^^^^^^e  the  beauty  of  their 
ROe  trees  according  to  Dr.  T.  L.  Guy- 

U  !f^'^?'''^  ^^  Agriculture,  Harris- 
rj^.  Should  now  be  on  the  lookout  for 

L(pS,"^^^^^^  °^  ^^^  Eastern  Tent 
S"-  ™^  '^  ^^  old  offender 
ml  h'"/'  '"^  distinctive  numbers  in 
fh  ol  fv."'^'  °^  ^^^  state  each  year. 
»>  St «'  f  "*^^-"n^e  the  eggs  of 
ti"  from  ,1'.  ^°""d  in  masses  contain- 
inv  of  ^?  ^^"^  ^SSS-  1*hese  masses 
|b     thP  ""P^'^^y  ^^^i^cle  the   limbs 


size  of  a  lead  pencil 

vored  frl^?^"'^  ^"d  Plum  are  the 

ees  L    1^''^'  ^"d  it  is  on  these 

equentiv  f       ^^^  masses   are   mast 

'^e  e   s  hTk     ^"^^y  ^^  ^^^  Spring 
ijfate  Tn  ,t  ^.^''d  *^^  s"^all  worms 

•^  find  and  f^^''^""'^  <^^o*c^  they 
nt.  Thl  .^^^  '^^^^"  their  silken 
'^"ous  sin"  .1"^^  ^""^  ^^te  con- 
color  "^y  ^^6  nearly  white 
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The  larvae  "woims"  are  social,  and 
all  those  hatching  from  an  eggcluster 
remain  together  and  at  once  start  to 
form  their  silken  nest  or  "tent."  This 
"tent"  is  added  to  from  day  to  day  as 
the  larvae  increase  in  size.  The  larvae 
remain  in  the  nest  during  storms  and 
the  warmer  part  of  the  day,  goin??  out 
in  the  early  morning  and  evening  to 
feed.  The  full  grown  larvae  are  about 
two  inches  long.  They  leave  the  trees 
before  pupating,  choosing  some 
sheltered  place  for  transformation  to 
this  inactive  stage. 

The  cocoons  are  made  of  closely 
woven  white  silk.  (This  silk  is  given  a 
yellow  color  by  a  yellov;  substance  said 
to  resemble  starch.)  They  are  oval  in 
shape  and  are  held  in  place  by  a  few 
irregular  coarsn  threads.  The  moths 
emerge  from  the  cocoon,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, about  the  second  or  third  week 
of  June;  and  the  eggs  are  laid  soon 
after,  which  do  not  hatch  until  the 
following  spring. 

Apple  Tree  Tent 

The  apple  tree  tent  caterpillar  is 
held  in  check  by  a  long  list  of  natural 
enemies.  The  enemies  account  for  the 
years  in  which  the  insect  is  rarely 
noticed.  A  reduction  of  the  tent  cater- 
pillar results  in  a  reduction  of  natural 
enemies.  This  condition  in  turn  gives 
the  tent  caterpillar  a  chance  to  in- 
crease until  again  checked  by  an  in- 
crease of  natural  enemies. 

In  the  orchards  which  are  well 
sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead  for  the 
control  of  codUng  moth  and  curculio, 
tent  caterpillars  are  rarely  trouble- 
some. On  trees  which  are  not  regularly 
sprayed,  a  careful  watch  should  be  kept 
for  the  egg  masses.  These  should  be 
removed  and  burned.  TTie  nests  are 
easily  destroyed  by  wiping  out  with  the 
hands.  This  should  be  done  when  the 
caterpillars  are  in  the  nest,  which  is 
usually  on  a  cool  wet  day.  Burning 
out  the  nest  may  result  in  much  dam- 
age to  the  trees  hence  is  not  recom- 
mended.   As  has  been  said,  wild  cherry 


No.  11 


is  a  favorite  food  plant  and  when 
growing  as  a  weed  they  should  be  cut 
down  since  such  trees  iserve  as  centers 
of  infestation. 

To  protect  trees  with  a  spray  use 
arsenate  of  lead  one  and  one-half 
pounds  to  fifty  gallons  of  water.  Or  a 
dust  composed  of  one  and  one-half 
pounds  of  arsenate  of  lead  and  eight 
and  one-half  pounds  of  hydrated  lime 
may  be  used.  Apply  as  soon  as  the 
tents  are  noticed. 

347  RABIES  CASES 
IN  STATE  LAST  YEAR 

"O  ABIES  in  dogs,  other  animals  and 
-■-•-  humans  has  occurred  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, according  to  Dr.  C.  B.  Bishop, 
Director  of  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
State  Department  of  Agriculture,  dur- 
ing the  last  forty  or  more  years.  The 
disease  usually  is  confined  to  certain 
sections  and  during  the  last  several 
years  rabies  has  occurred  in  only  ap- 
proximately one-third  of  the  counties, 
although  it  has  shifted  during  the  dif- 
ferent years  from  one  section  of  the 
State  to  another. 

"From  January  1,  1939  to  December 
31,  1939,"  Dr.  Bishop  said  347  positive 
cases  of  ralbies  in  animals  were  re- 
ported as  a  result  of  examination  made 
at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

"The  disease  is  spread,"  Dr.  Bishop 
continued  "through  the  bite  of  infected 
dogs;  occasionally  cats  and  other  bit- 
ing animals.  There  is  no  danger  in  a 
dog  from  the  standpoint  of  rabies  un- 
less the  dog  has  the  disease.  This  can 
be  quite  accurately  determined  by  con- 
fining the  dog  under  the  supervision 
of  a  local  veterinarian.  Dogs  infected 
with  rabies  usually  die  within  five  or 
six  days  after  the  appearance  of  symp- 
toms. In  the  case  of  death  within  a 
10  day  period  the  brain  should  be 
forwarded  for  examination  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry Laboratory,  Harri^urg,  Pa.,  P. 
O.  Box  403. 

"Rabies  occurs  during  every  month 
of  the  year,  during  both  the  winter  and 
summer  months.  Monthly  records  of 
cases  diagnosed  in  the  different  sea- 
sons usually  show  more  cases  during 
the  winter  than  during  the  summer 
season.  One  of  the  difficulties  in 
guarding  against  outibreaks  of  this 
disease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  too  many 
people  are  unaware  of  the  danger  that 
exists. 

"The  control  of  rabies  is  dependent 
upon  the  proper  authority  and  super- 
vision over  all  dogs.  There  is  plenty 
of  evidence  that  rabies  has  been  suc- 
cessfully controlled  and  eliminated 
from  a  number  of  areas  by  the  proper 
execution  of  sanitary  police  measures, 
including  the  elimination  of  the  un- 
controlled dog.  The  chief  dissemina- 
tor of  this  disease  Is  the  stray  and 
ownerless  dog  and  those  owners  who 
allow  their  dog^s  to  run  at  large. 

"Full  cooperation  from  the  public  In 
keeping  their  dogs  under  control  at  all 
times  will  greatly  assist  the  sanitary 
police  officials  in  accomplishing  a  dif- 
ficult task." 
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Owner  State  Breed 

\ormaii    W.    Amidon    ....  (  <  iinc  ticiit      BPR 

TJionias    Mrttlcr     X"w    .T"r«:(',v    NTI 

Foreman   roultry  Karm    .  .  ■''Vh'rran      SCWT/ 

Burr's    Pntiltry    Farm     .  .  .  P'^''»'>-v'viiniu       SCWL 

J.    .1.    Warnn     "  '"■  si-^h  i^rtta        RIR 

Oiiy    A.    I<pa<lpr    '*  •■'■<'v'\  ntiin       SCWL 

I'ilio    Brothers    '•      i       •''■•'•  SCWL 


K.    B.     ParniPtitcr     MasRarhMsotts 

Ony  A.    Loader    Ponnpylvanin 

Hubbard     Farms     "  "v  biro 


RIR 
SrWL 
MI      . 


Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

7 

8 

9 

10 


Point! 

To  Date 
1740.80 
1644.20 
1030.55 
1  "24.50 
1012.50 
lfi02.80 
1509.45 
I5fi5  95 
1561.10 
1555.05 


Eggs 
To  Date 
1714 
1643 
1596 
15  70 
1523 
1591 
1552 
1533 
1581 
1572 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MARCH  9,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all 

1939,  all 

1940,  all 


IS 
13 
13 


Percent 

Production 

51.09 

55.80 

62.68 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

80.70 

90.23 

100.88 


Average  Eggi 
Per  Bird 
82.26 
89.04 
100.94 


Average  Egg 

Wt.  Oz. 

Per  Doz. 

23.6 

24.3 

28.9 


K  < 


1.  t 


!l 


■ 


hH 


\ 


PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


A3  yy3 


EEKLY  NEWS  BULLETIN 


ntered  as 


second-class  Matter,  June  23,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrlaburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  «,  1900. 

John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Asrriculture 


J" 


^ol.  25 


Harrisburg,  March  28,  1940 


No.  12 


;0l  NDWORM  IN  HOGS 
IS  WARNED  AGAINST 

ynv  common  roundworm,  Dr.  C.  B. 
R^hoD  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
inimal  industry.  State  Departanent  of 
Kriculture.  points  out  is  one  of  the 
nost  mischievous  parasites  found  in 
uine  It  is  particularly  injiwlous  to 
loiin"  pigs-  Digestion  is  deranged  and 
L^^h  retarded.  Many  die  from  the 
lirect  effects  of  the  parasite,  numbers 
I  reduced  to  worthless  runts,  so 
Lakened  as  to  fall  easy  victims  to 
ccondary  diseases.  Direct  invasion  of 
jie  'iver  bv  way  of  the  bile  duct  is  not 
[r.common.  The  parasite  also  has  a 
nigratory  phase  by  which  the   lungs 

the  victim  may  be  injured. 

"Sanitary  measures"  Dr.  Bishop  con- 
jiues  "aimed  at  the  prevention  of  in- 
festation are  the  best  defense.  The 
hief  danger  lies  in  ground  polluted  by 

ntinuous  occupation.  Hog  lots  should 
.  changed  annually.  Two  or  three 
ears  being  allowed  between  each  oc- 
upatlon.  Young  pigs  should  be  far- 
owed  in  special  pens.  As  early  as  pos- 
llble  they  should  be  moved  to  clean 
asture  and  the  sow  removed  after 
leaning. 

"Avoid  the  indiscriminate  use  of 
tup  particularly  those  administered 

feed.  Consult  a  veterinarian  first." 


Jl  ROPEAN  CORN  BORER 
IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

JINCE  the  finding  of  the  European 

com  borer  in  1920  in  Erie  County, 

ording  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 

ilture,   Harrisburg,    the    insect    has 

^read  to  include  practically  all  of  the 

ate.    Last  fall's  surveys,  conducted 

the  State  and  Federal  Departments 

Agriculture,  included  certain  fields 
I  the  western,  central  and  eastern  part 
'  the  State. 

iThe  farmers  in  the  western  and 
kntral  part  of  the  State  have  had  the 
pm  borer  long  enough  to  find  out  how 

live  with  it  and  keep  the  rate  of 
pstation  low  enough  to  prevent  dam- 
p  This  is  accomplished  by  clean-up 

com  refuse  before  the  first  of  May 
[id  the  delaying  of  the  date  of  plant- 

:  the  corn.   In  areas  where  the  corn 

cut  low  and  put  into  the  silo,  the 
p  borer  has  never  been  able  to  build 

a  population  sufflciently   high    to 
|iise  any  damage. 
[A  feT^-  fields  in  the  western  and  cen- 

'  part  which  had  been  planted  early 
o^ed  an  infestation  of  as  much  as 

infested  stock  out  of  100.  The  in- 
n  in  the  western  and  central  part  of 
pstate  seems  to  -be  entirely  single 
■wjed.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the 
iv.;  f?^'<^"^arly  along  the  Delaware 
tnin  [^  ^^  ^  ^^^'^^^  ^^eavy  infesta- 
F  m  which  tihere  is  undoubtedly  a 
)o-g  neration  strain  of  the  borers. 
low  ri  r^  "^^^^  ^"  ^^^^  September, 
pe^^ith  borers  and  as  high  as  six 

't  fi!ii'"^^^  '^°^^-  The  average 
te  rn'  r-   ^^°'^"    at   random    in 

e   ,T^J\  '^°^«d   31    stocks   in- 

fee  P,  f  ^°'^''  P^^  infested  stock. 
Nate^       ^°^^  ^rer   was   ac- 

10  an,  ^^?^'^  ^°^"  Which  came 
>ston  ^.""^acturing  plant  near 
^  planf '"^^husetts.  and  another 
iada^  near  St.  Thomas.  Ontario. 
hods  of  .r  -^  practices  and 
kg  area  nfT^  "^^'^  ^"  ^^^  ^o^" 

be  narS  ?  ^^^^  ^^^'  seemed 
kand  1  /^  favorable  to  the 
r  had  inrro  ^'!^  y^a^'s  "me  the  in- 

Planlin  ^  "^  outright  most  of  the 
lictiriasli^^^^t  area.     This  de- 

d  was  ont^°^  three  or  four  years 

l'^<*enforrL^'°"^t   under   control 

"^oreed  destruction  of  all  com 
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remnants  In  the  area  before  the  first  of 
May  each  year.  These  counties  are 
now  growing  corn  but  each  year  the 
growers  make  certain  that  these  con- 
trol measurers  are  put  in  practice. 

The  heavy  infestation  in  tihe  eastern 
part  of  Pennsylvania  calls  for  prompt 
action  and  growers  should  consult  their 
county  agents  and  extention  workers 
to  find  out  approved  methods  of  doing 
this  work. 

Some  state  experiment  stations  have 
been  working  on  the  matter  of  in- 
secticides for  the  control  of  the  borers 
on  roasting  ears.  These  stations 
recommend  the  use  of  sprays  contain- 
ing rotenone.  This  material,  however, 
is  too  expensive  to  be  used  on  a  large 
scale. 


GRADING  OF  STATE 
CROPS  INCREASE 

/GRADED  products  valued  in  excess 
^^  of  $5,000,000  were  sold  by  Penn- 
sylvania fruit  and  vegetable  growers 
during  the  past  marketing  season,  ac- 
cording to  the  I>epartment  of  Agri- 
culture of  Pennsylvania.  This  was  an 
increase  of  $1,000,000  over  the  value  of 
graded  products  the  year  previous. 

In  commenting  on  the  season,  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that 
Pennsylvania  producers  have  packed 
under  Federal  or  State  grades  a  larger 
quantity  of  produce  than  In  any 
previous  year.  Department  records 
show  that  4350  carloads  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  were  inspected  by  state- 
licensed  inspectors  compared  to  4,000 
cars  a  year  ago  and  269,000,000  pounds 
of  cannery  products  compared  to  193,- 
000.000  pounds  in   193«. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  an- 
nounces that  the  demand  for  Penn- 
sylvania products  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased, in  both  fresh  and  canned,  be- 
cause of  higher-quality  and  proper 
classification  of  the  farm  products. 


GROWERS  WARNED 
AGAINST  POOR  SEED 

CUCXJESSFUL  potato  producers  ac- 
^  cording  to  Department  of  Agri- 
culture of  Pennsylvania,  are  becoming 
more  aware  each  year  that  the  seed 
they  plant  may  be  the  limiting  factor 
in  the  production  of  a  profitaible  crop. 
Seed  buyers  are  urged  to  demand  some 
means  of  identification,  such  as  a  cer- 
tification tag.  bearing  the  inspector's 
and  grower's  name,  especially  when 
purchasing  other  than  from  the  pro- 
ducer direct.  One  should  not  be  misled 
by  such  terms  as  "approved,"  "as  good 
as  certified,"  or  "one  year  removed 
from  certified." 

Such  seed  is  often  stock  that  has 
failed  to  meet  certification  require- 
ments. All  seed  potatoes  bearing  the 
Pennsylvania  certification  tag  have 
been  inspected  for  grade  at  packing 
time,  and  tihe  fields,  producing  these 
potatoes,  were  also  inspected  during 
the  growing  season  for  the  presence 
of  disease  and  varietal  mixtures. 

There  is  another  good  reason  to  be 
careful  in  selecting  your  seed  potatoes 
this  spring.  A  new  disease  known  as 
Bacterial  Ring  Rot  has  recently  been 
very  destructive  to  the  potato  crop  in 
some  states  and  in  Canada,  resulting  in 
losses  of  30%  to  50%  of  the  crop.  It  is 
known  to  be  spread  through  the  plant- 
ing of  infected  seed  and  by  the  use  of 
bags  and  equipment  which  have  been 
in  contact  with  diseased  tubers.  There 
is  no  tolerance  for  this  disease  by  cer- 
tifying agencies  of  the  various  states 
a  fact  wthich  reduces  the  chances  of 
its  being  spread  through  certified  seed 
channels. 

It  is  not  only  important  to  have  good 
seed,  but  it  is  also  important  to  obtain 
a  variety  that  is  well  adapted  to  the 
locality  in  which  it  is  to  be  planted. 
This  adaptation  is  due  partly  to  dis- 
ease resistance  and  partly  to  the  ability 
of  certain  varieties  to  flourish  under 
adverse  weather  conditions,  such  as 
heat  and  drought.  In  the  so-called 
Rural  group  there  are  varities  which 
have  a  wide  range  of  adaptation.  Vari- 
ties like  tftie  Cobbler.  Katahdin  and 
Chippewa  are  being  grown  quite  ex- 
tensively in  this  state  and  are  appar- 
ently well  adapted  to  Pennsylvania 
condition. 

Certified  seed  potatoes  as  grown  in 
mountain  counties  of  Pennsylvania 
have  all  been  rogued  at  least  two  to 
five  times  by  a  competent  roguer,  who 
goes  through  the  field  row  after  row, 
removing  all  undersirable  plants  and 
tubers.  Some  seed  growers  follow  a 
more  exacting  method  of  eliminating 
diseased  and  undesirable  strains  from 
their  foundation  seed  stock  by  a 
process  known  as  the  tuber-unit 
method.  For  this  type  of  Improvement, 
individual  tubers  are  selected  from  the 
seed  stock  and  each  tuber  cut  into 
four  pieces  and  planted  by  hand  In  in- 
dividual units  of  four  seed  pieces  to 
tIhe  unit.  The  roguing  operation  is 
simplified  when  all  seed  pieces  from  a 
single  tuber  are  planted  side  by  side 
with  a  blank  space  between  imits.  In 
roguing  this  kind  of  a  seed  plot  all 
four  hills  are  removed  if  a  single  plant 
in  that  unit  is  diseased. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  MARCH  16, 


Owner 


State 


Breed 


Norinan    W.    Amirlnn     .  .  .  Connpctlrut      TiPH 

Thomas    Mottlor     New  Jf-rsey    NH 

Foroman  Poultry  Farm   .  .  MicliiRan       SCWI, 

Burr's    Poultry   Farm    ...Pennsylvania       SCWFi 

Piho  Brof hers    Connecticut        SCWr, 

Ouy   A.    Leader    Pennsylvania       S'CWI, 

.7.    J.    Warren     MassaclnisettR        RTR 

E.    B.    Parmentor    MassachuRotts       RlR 

Joachim   Breeding  Farm    .  N'ew  Jersey    Nil 

Ouy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania       SCWF, 


Rank 


4 
'i 

r. 

7 

H 
9 

in 


Points 
To  Date 
1817.40 
1723.4.5 
1701. Of) 
IfiO.S.S.'. 
1074.10 
167.S.9:. 
1072..'>.'> 
10.10.80 
1024.9.') 
1020.4.'> 


1940 

Ego* 
To  Date 

1786 
1718 
1663 
lfl.'?4 
1622 
10.')  8 

ir)78 

15P3 
1662 
1688 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MARCH  16,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all  18 

1939,  all  18 

1940,  all  13 


Percent 

Production 

51.21 

65.85 

62.72 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

84.. '■)8 

96.27 

105..'i.'i 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

86. U4 

93.8;< 
105.37 


Average  Egg 

Wt.  Oi. 

Per  Doi. 

23.7 

24.8 

24.0 
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.FNNSYLVAN»U11U«CIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  MARCH  23, 


state  Breed 

.  Connecticut        BPR 

. New  .J(is<'y    NH 

.Michigan      SCWL 

„  .i.rv.   v-Ana    . . .  Pennsylvania      SCWL 

lh„  Brothers   . ...         ^  ^  p,,nnsvlvania      SCWL 

u.v  A.  I'fal''^   Massachusetts       RIR 

■';      C'dinL' ■  Fann    .  New  Jersey    NH      . 

'^^'^""Va^renter MassachusetU       RIR 

,1  |.;>r'I  Kiirnis    


Owner 
Ifiorman  W.  Amulon 

'  '■■:  rami 

Leadr 


\cw    Hampshire     NH 


Rank 
1 
2 
.'{ 
4 
a 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
1901.25 
1799.75 
1770.35 
1757.30 
1748.30 
1740.95 
1738.15 
1708.10 
1(598.60 
1687.70 


1940 

Eggs 
To  Date 
1865 
1791 
1727 
1693 
1691 
1721 
1638 
1639 
1656 
1697 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MARCH  23,  1938-1940 


Ytir 


birds 


(i3h.  all    13 

ojq    all    1^    I"™" 

P4fi.  all    13    birds 


Percent 

Production 

51.30 

56.28 

62.95 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 
88.43 
100.20 
110.68 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 
89.77 
98.50 
110.17 


Average  Egg 
Wt.  0:. 
Per  Doz. 
23.7 
24.3 
24.0 


ARTIFICIAL  COLOR 
(OT  PERMITTED 

)ECENT  chemical  analysis  of  bakery 

I  products  by  the  Pennsylvania  De- 

lartment  of  Agriculture  has  revealed 

l:e  addition  of  artificial  yellow  color 

Ir  other  yellow  ingredients  giving  the 

ibe  appearance   of   butter    and    egg 

Bchness.    Since  this  is  a  violation  of 

he  law  re;?ardless  of  tihe  labeling,  the 

.apartment  has  warned  bakers  against 

uch  practices  under  penalty  of  prose- 

ution.    Several  bakers   have   already 

een  arrested  and  fined  for  this  viola- 

Icn. 

I  YpIIow  color  in  bakery  products  must 
'  the  result  solely  of  the  use  of  butter 
nd  e?:?s.  Bakers  should  not  purchase 
lellow  shortenings  until  certain  of  their 
kality  w*hich  information  can  be  ob- 
pined  by  contacting  the  Bureau  of 
ods  and  Chemistry,  Pennsylvania 
fpartment  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg, 


fENXA.  RANKS  13TH 
SEED  POTATOES 

JEED  potato  production  in  Pennsyl- 
'vania  has  grown  to  one  of  consider- 
f)le  proportions.  The  certification 
Tvice  was  first  made  available  to 
jennsylvania  growers  in  1921  when 
I.OOO  bushels  were  produced.  Since 
pt  time  approximately  two  million 
f  hels  have  passed  all  field  inspections 
|r  certification.  Although  practically 
of  these  potatoes  have  been 
J^nted  in  Pennsylvania  by  Pennsyl- 
Jnia  farmers,  this  does  not  represent 
(very  large  portion  of  the  total  bushels 

seed  used  by  our  growers. 

[Approximately  three  million  bushels 

potatoes  are  planted  each  year  in 

^    state  while  on  the   average   less 

r  ^'^  bushels  of  Pennsylvania 

^t'fied  seed  are  available. 

pn  1939  Pennsylvania  ranked  13th  in 

production  of  all  varieties  of  cer- 

pfl  seed   potatoes    in    the    United 

'fs  with  a  total  production  of  183,- 

bushels.    The  eigOit  varieties  cer- 

P^  ^ere  grown  in  13  counties.  These 

L    '  '"  ^^^  order  of  bushels  pro- 

L    "^  ^s  follows.     Russet  Rural, 

C' ^hite  Rural,  Katahdin,  Pen- 

h  Po  1?  ^"""^P^-  Chippewa,  and 


L^h  Cobbler. 

I'ht  mm''"*'  ^"'"^^^^  «Pe^d  at  least 
r  million  dollars  annually  for  seeds 
I  ^J^  various  farm  crops  according 
I  «•  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
lilitv  i,  ^^^  importance  of  seed 
we  '°"'^^^^^d  along  with  seed 
mm.        ^  combination    which 

*  success  or  failure. 


UNCONTROLLED  DOGS 
A  MENACE 

'T'HE  photograph  below  illustrates  the 
■*■  damage     which     occurred     recently 
when  two  dogs  raided  a  chicken  coop 
and  killed  thirty-five  (35)  chickens. 

The  Pennsylvania  Dog  Law  of  1921 
was  enacted  as  the  result  of  efforts  of 
persons  to  provide  a  lawful  way  to  pro- 
tect their  property  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  uncontrolled  dogs  and  a  means 
of  obtaining  compensation  for  such 
losses.  The  present  Law  is  the  result 
of  years  of  such  efforts. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture,  to 
efficiently  and  reasonably  enforce  the 
Law.  Considerable  damage,  however, 
continues  to  be  caused  by  the  uncon- 
trolled dog. 

The  placing  of  a  license  tag  on  a  dog 
will  not  stop  it  from  doing  damage; 
neither  will  tagging  a  dog  exempt  the 
owner  from  prosecution  if  the  dog  is 
not  properly  controlled. 

It  is  not  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
experience  to  be  prosecuted  for  violat- 
ing the  Dog  Law,  or  to  be  held  for 
damages  caused  by  a  dog.  Neither  is 
it  pleasant  or  profitable  to  have  dogs 
raid  and  injure  or  kill  your  livestock 
or  poultry,  or  to  otherwise  damage  your 
property. 

See  that  your  dog  is  licensed  and 
wearing  its  tag  at  all  times.  Keep 
your  dog  under  control.  Make  your  dog 
an  asset  and  not  a  liability.  Do  not 
hesitate  to  call  the  attention  of  local 
police  or  constables  where  dogs  are 
running  at  large — a  menace  to  the 
public  and  its  property.  The  real 
cause  of  this  menace  is  not  the  dog, 
but  the  neglect  of  the.  owner. 
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SELECT  SHRUBS 
WITH  CARE 

A  S  SPRING  approaches  and  the  time 
-^to  get  out  and  plant  things  is  at 
hand,  those  who  contemplate  beauttfi- 
cation  of  the  home  grounds  are  cau- 
tioned by  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg,  in  re- 
gard to  the  type  and  quality  of  nursery 
stock  and  other  plants  used.  Few 
things  add  so  much  to  the  attractive- 
ness and  satisfaction  of  the  home  as 
even  a  modest  planting  of  well  chosen 
and  properly  arranged  ornamental 
plants.  Yet  many  are  the  disappoint- 
ments of  those  who  set  out  with  much 
enthusiasm  and  hope.  Perhaps  a  ma- 
jority of  these  disappointmen,ts  are 
due  to  the  failure  of  plants  to  grow. 
Poor  condition  of  the  stock  when  re- 
ceived from  the  nursery  and  neglect 
of  watering  later  on  are  perhaps  the 
chief  reasons  for  most  of  tlhese  failures. 
Securing  the  plants  from  nearby 
growers  who  can  supply  them  at  the 
nursery  or  guarantee  delivery  in  a 
fresh  condition  is  the  surest  .safeguard 
against  poor  condition  at  planting 
time.  Plants  which  are  taken  direct 
from  the  nursery  and  carefully  trans- 
planted before  the  roots  have  chance  to 
dry  out,  very  seldom  fail  to  grow  satis- 
factorily if  given  reasonable  attention 
later  on. 

Pennsylvania  is  fortunate  in  being 
well  supplied  with  growers  of  nursery 
stock  adapted  to  Pennsylvania  con- 
ditions; in  fact,  there  are  more  than 
a  thousand  nurserymen  scattered 
throughout  the  state  who  are  in  posi- 
tion to  meet  any  demand  for  spring 
planting.  Perhaps  the  greatest  source 
of  disappointment  in  planting  of  home 
grounds  comes  through  the  purchase 
of  bargain  roses  and  other  small  shrub- 
bery. Most  of  these  cheap  roses  are 
"spent"  stock  which  has  been  discarded 
by  greenhouse  men  in  order  to  make 
way  for  young  vigorous  plants.  In 
other  words,  these  "spent"  plants  have 
served  their  period  of  usefulness  as 
bench  roses  and  therefore  cannot  be 
expected  to  produce  satisfactory  re- 
sults when  planted  in  the  open.  In  ad- 
dition they  invariably  reach  the  buyer 
in  a  very  dried  out  condition  and  very 
often  will  not  respond  to  the  best  of 
treatment.  Purchases  of  all  forms  of 
nursery  stock  are  most  satisfactorily 
mado  from  growers  whose  stock  re- 
ceives regular  annual  inspection  and 
certification  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture;  in  fact,  it  is  illegal  to  sell 
nursery  stock  in  this  and  most  other 
states  unless  it  has  been  inspected  and 
certified  as  free  from  pests. 
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POULTRY 
HIGHEST  II        

rTHE   Pennsylvania    Department    of 

I  ,l.inilture    announces     that     the 

L:,5;'   Standardization      Program 


'^"'^^^  called     Breed     Improvement 
h 

1358,599  bxi-  ■--  ^^^  ^^^^^  located   in 


''has  reached  the  highe.st  mark 
.  fifteen  years  of  existence.  Last  Fall 
"" '^     Sirds  were  handled  for  breed- 


Work. 


'"^rP  ?han  40  counties  of  the  67  in  the 
Z\l  Only  twice  before  has  the  work 
reached  the  three  hundred  thousand 

Ibird  total. 

In  1924  there  were  only  5  farms  with 
3100  birds  participating   in   the   Pro- 
r^am  which  at  that  time  was  m  the 
Lvperimental  stage.    The  mcrease  has 
Lpn  Steady  with  the  exception  of  the 
vears  1932  and  1933  when  the  poultry 
industry  felt  the   effects   of  the   eco- 
nomic depression.    Since  that  time  the 
trend  has  been  decidedly  upward. 
I  The  standardization    of    birds    Into 
Isupervised,   Certified    and    Record    of 
Iperformance  classifications,    according 
|to  production  and  breed  requirements, 
provides  a  means  of  producing  baby 
chicks  of  dependable  quality  for  the 
protection  of  the  average  farmer.    The 
nandatory  feature  of  testing  for  pul- 
Dorum  disease  adds   to  the   effective- 
ness of  the  program   because   of   the 
elimination  of  carriers  of  the  dreaded 
nalady  that  often  takes  a  heavy  toll 
of  baby  chicks. 
The  Record  of  Performance  stage  of 
breeding  development   was    instituted 

1927  and  has  shown  rapid  progress 
Bach  year  with  the  greatest  improve- 
nent  coming  in  1939,  The  average 
number  of  birds  included  in  the  super- 
irLqon  of  home  trapnesting  has  been 
round  5,000.  Only  a  few  years  ago 
Ihe  number    qualifying    was    twelve 

fourteen  hundred  birds.  In  1939 
vith  the  same  number  entered  2,304 
birds  in  19  flocks  qualified  with  pro- 
iuction  of  200  eggs  or  more  averaging 
14  ounces  to  the  dozen.  A  total  of 
|14  inspections  of  two  days  each  brings 
he  inspector  to  the  flock  where  birds 
kre  trapnested.  The  total  recorded 
broduction  for  the  365  day  period  Is 
fcarefully  checked  and  the  average  of 
Jody  and  egg  weights  taken  into  con- 
jideration  to  qualify  the  individuals 
lor  special  breeding  pens. 
iThe  standards  developed  and 
peeked  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
Pture  affords  the  average  chick  buyer 
fith  a  guide  to  use  in  making  satis- 
Tictory  purchases  of  foundation  breed- 
ng  stock. 

PENNSYLVANIA  NINTH 
[N  CASH  INCOME 

PENNSYLVANIA  stands  ninth 
smong  the  States  in  total  cash  in- 
^";^,.^enved  from  farm  marketings 
939,  accordmg  to  preliminary  esti- 
P'es  as  announced  by  John  H.  Light, 
^cretary  of  Agriculture.     The    Key- 

tT  .1  ^'^^  ^"  estimated  income 
P  over  $264,000,000  is  outranked  only 
LIh  ?"°^i"g  States  in  the  order 
Knn^nr  ^$590,000,000),  California 
CSi.  i"^"°*^  ^$485,000.000) , 
K/^nu:°°^'^°°^-  Minnesota  ($333,: 
To  0?nm"  ^$^'li-000-000).  New  York 
SSo)        '    ^^    Wisconsin     ($226,- 

fXAMlNATIONS 
f  APPLES 

^S?  S'  1^39  apple  harvesting 
tSure  5L^'^^^  Department  of 
himatelv  o^^  announced  that  ap- 
hSl^H^  ^^"^Ples  of  apples  had 
h  In  iS'^'^^y  ^ts  agents  and  ana- 
Iwhere  L  ^'""^'^^  laboratories. 
F  sprawP^^i  "^^"^  ^o""d  to  con- 

ropers  w!?  ^y  ^.^^-  growers 
r  apples  L"^^  J^^^r^^^  to  wash 
h  obtain^  "^^'^h  '^ew  samples 
finine  S  '"^  analyzed  to  de- 
r  toleralice        ""^^'"^"^  ^^^"'^  ^^^hin 

koratorT'"i'r^"I  maintains  a  branch 
r"ty.  in  thAi,  ^"[^ndtsville,  Adams 
f  4on  wL  ^"*  °f  the  apple  grow- 
V^is  tynr=^  ""o^t  of  the  analyses 
r*>ourgL5^  conducted.     Twenty- 

^ '"  the  season  T\  ^'''^"  *^^  ^row- 
season  just  completed. 
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DESTROY  DESTRUCTIVE 
SCALE  INSECTS 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  advises  that  the  next 
week  or  two  will  be  the  last  oppor- 
tunity for  nurserymen,  home  owners 
and  fruit  growers  to  carefully  go  over 
their  shrubbery  for  the  presence  of 
scale  insects  and  make  dormant  appli- 
cations for  the  control  of  these  de- 
structive pests.  The  rose  bush,  lilac, 
various  varieties  of  Juniper,  apple, 
peach,  pear  and  euonymus  are  a  few 
of  the  plants  which  are  most  sus- 
ceptible to  attacks  of  scale  insects  and 
it  is  desirable  that  these  should  be 
carefully  examined  at  this  time. 

Control  measures  should  be  applied 
at  once,  using  one  of  the  oil  emul- 
sions or  missible  oils  now  found  on 
the  market  under  various  trade  names. 
The  recommendations  of  the  manufac- 
turers of  these  materials  should  be 
carefully  followed  in  making  the  ap- 
plication. Liquid  lime  sulphur  has 
long  been  used  for  the  control  of  cer- 
tain of  these  scale  pests. 

HEALTH  EXAMINATIONS 
FOR  BAKERY  EMPLOYEES 

TPHE  state  Department  of  Agricul- 
■*•  ture  called  attention  today  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bak- 
ery Law  that  no  person  who  is  afflicted 
with  a  communicable  disease  or  skin 
affliction  shall  be  employed  or  per- 
mitted to  work  in  a  bakery.  Each 
employee  is  required  to  be  examined 
at  least  once  every  six  months  by  a 
duly  licensed  physician  who  shall  issue 
a  certificate  showing  the  employee's 
freedom  from  disease  or  affliction,  and 
said  certificates  are  required  to  be  kept 
on  file  in  the  Bakery. 

Persons  and  employees  required  to 
be  examined  shall  be  understood  to 
mean  all  those  persons  having  direct 
contact  with  the  production  and  hand- 
ling of  bakery  products  and  the  in- 
gredients thereof.  Certificates  may 
be  revoked  at  any  time  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  or  local  health 
authorities  if  the  condition  of  the 
holder  warrants  such  action.  Strict 
compliance  with  these  requirements 
will  be  enforced. 


NEW  INSECT  PEST 
REPORTED  IN  PENNA. 

THE  Comstock  mealybug,  one  of  the 
scale  insects,  found  its  way  into 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  in  1939 
according  to  entomologists  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. It  is  reported  that  this  new  pest 
was  first  found  in  this  country  in  1917 
in  New  York  City  feeding  on  Osage 
orange.  It  is  also  known  to  feed  on 
umbrella  catalpa  and  apple  trees. 

The  insect  became  numerous  enough 
in  Virginia  in  1934  to  be  classed  as  a 
serious  pest.  Damage  resulted  from 
the  feeding  of  the  scale  on  the  sap  of 
the  trees  and  from  the  fungus  which 
develops  on  the  fruit  and  foliage  caus- 
ing the  leaves  to  drop  and  the  fruit 
to  be  lowered  in  grade. 

The  insect's  eggs  are  deposited  in 
the  fall  in  cottony  wax  masses  in 
cracks  and  crevices.  Under  Virginia 
conditions  there  are  three  broods  each 
year  and  each  female  may  lay  from 
300  to  400  eggs. 

The  Dept.  of  Agriculture  is  con- 
cerned as  to  the  spread  of  the  insect 
in  Pennsylvania  and  requests  orchard- 
men and  other  citizens  to  report  to 
the  Department  insects  found  of  the 
above  description,  so  that  studies  may 
be  made  and  control  methods  adopted. 

ALL  CATTLE  IN  U.  S. 
NOW  T.  B.  TESTED 

TPHE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
■'■  Agriculture  has  received  word  that 
every  herd  of  cattle  in  the  United 
States  has  now  been  tested  for  tuber- 
culosis at  least  once.  The  last  herd 
to  receive  its  initial  test  was  in  Stanis- 
laus County,  California,  The  first  herd 
of  cattle  to  be  officially  accredited  in 
the  cooperative  federal-state  campaign 
against  the  disease  was  the  U.  S.  Sol- 
diers' Home  herd  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

In  recent  months  the  principal  zone 
of  activity  against  bovine  tuberculosis 
has  been  in  a  group  of  six  counties  in 
central  California.  All  other  counties 
in  the  state,  and  in  the  United  States 
have  already  qualified  as  "modified 
accredited  areas." 

During  the  progress  of  the  nation- 
wide campaign  a  total  of  more  than 
220,000,000  tuberculin  tests  have  been 
applied.  This  number,  greatly  exceed- 
ing the  number  of  cattle  in  the  United 
States  at  any  time,  represents  numer- 
ous retests  and,  of  course,  changes  in 
the  herds  resulting  from  births,  deaths, 
and  sales  of  animals  for  various  pur- 
poses. During  the  steady  reduction  of 
the  disease  through  systematic  testing 
and  removal  of  reactors,  a  total  of 
approximately  3,750,000  cattle  have 
been  sent  to  slaughter. 

The  tuberculosis  eradication  cam- 
paign in  the  United  States  is  the 
largest  undertaking  of  its  kind  in  the 
annals  of  agriculture  and  the  veteri- 
nary profession.  The  continued  ac- 
tivity will  consist  in  periodic  retesting 
in  order  to  detect  promptly  any  cases 
of  the  disease,  thus  providing  a  safe- 
guard against  any  material  reinfection. 

The  last  initial  test  for  tuberculosis 
in  Pennsylvania  was  applied  to  a  herd 
in  Lancaster  County  on  May  15,  1935 
and  on  December  16,  1936,  the  infection 
of  bovine  tuberculosis  in  Pennsylvania 
was  reduced  to  less  than  one-half  of 
one  per  cent.  Upon  achieving  this 
goal  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  then  recognized  Pennsyl- 
vania as  a  Modified  Tuberculosis  Free 
Accredited  State. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  MARCH  .30, 


Owner 


State 


Breed 


Rank 


Norman  W.  Amidon   ...Connecticut    BPR 

Thomas    Mettler    New    Jersey     NH    .'. 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm  Michigan     SCWL 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm   ..Pennsylvania     SCWL 

Plho    Brothers    Connecticut    SCWL 

Guy  A.   Leader    Pennsylvania     SCWL 

J.    J.    Warren    Massachusetts    RIR     . 

Joachin  Breeding  Farm    New    Jersey     NH 

E.   B.   Parmenter    Massachusetts    RIR   '[ 

Hubbard  Farms    New  Hampshire   NH 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
1982.70 
1881.30 
1834.65 
1828.85 
1814.85 
1806.15 
1792.60 
1786.75 
1762.90 
1751.50 


1940 

Eggs 
To  Date 
1942 
1868 
1787 
1759 
1753 
1782 
1688 
1712 
1716 
1757 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MARCH  30,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all  13  birds 

1939,  all  13  birds 

1940,  all  13  birds 


Percent 

Production 

51.38 

56.72 

62.93 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 
92.27 
105.20 
115.29 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

93.51 

103.23 

114.52 


Average  Egg 

Wt.  Or. 

Per  Do*. 

23.7 

24.4 

24.0 
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CONDITIO 

'kou  honey 

^rSns   of   thf  state    indicate 

r'  -.c  irSses  of  bees  from  starvation 

brSouTof  the   low   temperatures 

urir>g  February    and    March.     Bees 

fe  e  too  cold  and  inactive  to  get  to 

^P  r  stores  if  they  had  any.    Colonies 

Sd  be  examined  at  the  first   op- 

fhnitv  when   they   are   flying   and 

Ke    whi^h    are    weak    should     be 

uni  ed  and  built  up  for  the  mam  honey 

Sow  and  for  pollination  of  our  fruit 

IfrPPS 

Remember  that  the  amount  of  sur- 
Inlus  honey  gathered  depends  on  the 
condition  of  the  bees  Pnor  to  the 
Ihoney  flow.  Also  remember  that  one 
Igood  strong  colony  of  bees  will  pro- 
duce more  honey  than  two  weak  ones. 
Ilf  they  need  feeding,  use  a  warm 
jvrup  made  up  of  one  part  granulated 
■sugar  to  two  parts  water.  This  syrup 
lean  be  put  in  a  five  pound  pail,  punch 

few  small  holes  in  the  lid  and  insert 

ver  the  hole  in  the  inner  cover.  The 
pail  must  be  full  of  syrup  or  the  liquid 
^vill  run  out  in  too  short  a  time.  A  few 
pounds  of  sugar  fed  at  this  time  of  the 
year  may  mean  fifty  or  more  pounds 
Df  honey  at  harvest  time.  Then,  too, 
rou  will  have  more  bees  for  pollinat- 
ing your  fruit  and  other  farm  crops. 

When  making  this  first  or  succeeding 

Examination  of  your  colonies,   always 

be  on  the  lookout  for  any  discolored 

tombs,  irregular  brood  or  any  indica- 

lion  of  diseased  brood.   If  you  are  not 

familiar   with    bee    dicjeases,    send    a 

ample  of  comb  to  the  Apiary  Depart- 

nent  of  Agriculture,   Harrisburg,    for 

xamination. 


IRAMBLE  PLANTS 
^lUST  BE  CERTIFIED 

''HE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  advises  growers  of 
bramble  plants  that  according  to  the 
brovisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Plant 
fest  Act  it  is  unlawful  to  sell  or  offer 
or  sale  any  Bramble  plants  unless 
hey  were  inspected  and  certified  as 
frcvided  under  the  regulations  for  the 
ertification  of  such  plants.  Plants 
aken  from  stock  that  was  entered 
or  inspection  last  spring  and  certified 
(uring  the  year  are  now  being  offered 
^r  sale  by  Bramble  plant  growers. 
nese  plants  were  examined  for  disease 
(unng  the  growing  season  last  year 
nd  were  given  an  inspection  for 
^vn-gall  this  spring. 
.Growers  wishing  to  sell  Bramble 
fants  which  includes.  Blackberries, 
Faspberries.  Dewberries  and  Boysen- 
eTies  should  make  application  for 
J's  service  before  May  15.  The  first 
Pection  is  made  as  soon  as  the 
ptings  are  in  full  leaf  and  before 

Iri  r  '^^'  ^"-  "^gh  tempera- 
pes  mask  virous  diseases  that  can 
f  -v  '^;?"fied  and  rogued  out  of  a 
Wi}  ^^^  inspection  is  made  be- 
XJX  "^'^^^^^  sets  in.  It  fre- 
Ei.l?^"'n^^^^  ^°^e^s  ask  for 
Ch"  c°  l^"  plants  that  were  not 
nnin  ^".u^  permission  cannot  be 
hectPH  i^'  P^^^ts  ^ere  regularly 
K  tion""^  ""^'-'^^^  ^^  P^^^ided  by 
lA  li ,    *   ^^^"""ements. 

epL.  fr'^'"'  °^  certified  Bram- 
Is  uril"^  application  forms  may 

'n  of  aI^^  ,^^iting  to  the  Depart- 


"f  Agriculture. 

*r?enn°J  ?^^  St^^li«"s  and  Jacks. 

l^iM94oT^^''^"'a     have      obtained 

V^  Deo    t!"'^f  ^^o"^  the  Pennsyl- 

Plian   '^'^^"t    lii   Agriculture    in 

allion  Law    a  !?  i  •  ^^^     Pennsylvania 

■"  niailed  lo^,?^;''^^^^^  ^^^^^ks  have 

•*  annlil  ?  ^"  known  owners  and 

'^  B    e  u"!./^°"^.^  be  returned 

risbTr"  P     ^"^"^^1    Industry. 

*"ses  mav  K     .  ^""sylvania  so   that 

f^  the  law        ^^^"^^  '^^  accordance 


Harrisburg,  April  18,  1940 


10 


No.  15 


Listen  to 

**Sunrise    Round-Up" 

Hear 

Up-tO'the-Minute  Reports 

and  Prices  on  Live  Stock, 

Hay,  Grain,  Etc,    Also 

Vital  Agricultural 

Topics  Discussed 

STATION  WHP 
HARRISBURG 

Tune  in  Daily— 6:30  A.  M. 
Except  Sunday 

Inaugurated    amd    Conducted 

By  the 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Harrisburg 


EASTER  EGG  DYES 
PROVE  HARMLESS 

THE  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture announced  that  a  complete 
survey  of  all  Easter  egg  dyes  on  sale 
in  Pennsylvania  during  the  recent 
Easter  season  showed  that  all  dyes  ex- 
amined were  found  to  be  composed 
of  harmless  and  non-toxic  substances. 
All  manufacturers  of  Easter  egg  dyes 
complied  with  the  request  to  send 
samples  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture of  every  dye  which  was  pro- 
posed to  be  marketed  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  addition,  agents  of  the  Department 
obtained  samples  from  the  open  mar- 
ket which  were  found  to  be  truly  rep- 
resentative of  those  samples  submitted 
by  the  manufacturers. 

No  illnesses  attributed  to  Easter  egg 
dyes  or  Easter  candies  have  been  re- 
ported this  year.  Records  indicate  that 
the  quality  of  Easter  egg  dyes  and 
Easter  candies  is  improving  continu- 
ally. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  HORSES 
NOT  ALLOWED 

'T'HE  slaughter  of  horses  and  mules 
-'-  for  human  consumption  is  not  per- 
mitted in  Pennsylvania  according  to 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. 

Even  though  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  received  several  re- 
quests during  the  past  several  years 
for  permits  to  slaughter  such  animals 
for  human  consumption,  no  permits 
have  been  granted  as  the  type  of 
horses  available  for  slaughter  in  this 
state  would  be  thin,  emaciated,  worn 
out,  aged  animals,  very  often  afflicted 
with  lameness  or  some  chronic  dis- 
eased condition  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

In  order  to  clarify  the  Pennsylvania 
Meat  Hygiene  act  the  last  session  of 
the    Legislature    amended    the   Act   to 


DESTROY  BAG 
WORMS  NOW 

IT  IS  important  at  this  time  that 
fruit,  shade  and  ornamental  trees  be 
examined  for  the  presence  of  a 
cocoon-like  bag,  advises  T.  L.  Guyton, 
Entomologist  for  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  These  are 
the  old  cases  of  one  of  the  leaf  feeders 
and  are  commonly  spoken  of  as  the 
bagworm.  Inside  the  larger  of  these 
bags  are  a  great  number  of  eggs.  These 
eggs  are  hatched  into  small  worms 
within  the  next  two  or  three  weeks 
and  these  worms  begin  to  feed  on  the 
leaves  of  the  trees  on  which  the  bags 
are  now  to  be  found. 

Cut  off  and  burn  all  of  these  bags 
being  careful  to  see  that  you  get  all  of 
them  since  there  may  be  more  than  a 
hundred  eggs  in  each  bag. 

Favorite  trees  upon  which  they  feed 
are  the  apple,  quince,  arborvitae  and 
cedar,  although  these  worms  are  not 
at  all  choicy  in  their  food  habits  and 
may  feed  on  nearly  any  tree. 

Should  you  neglect  to  get  these  bags 
collected  of  if  there  are  great  num- 
bers of  them  in  your  vicinity,  then  it 
will  be  necessary  to  spray  your  trees 
with  arsenate  of  lead,  using  five 
pounds  in  one  hundred  gallons  of 
water,  and  add  flour  or  some  good 
commercial  sticker.  The  insec^^s  are 
not  easy  to  kill  with  posion  and  it  is 
necessary  that  the  spray  be  used  soon 
after  the  small  worms  are  noticed. 

BABY  CHICK 
SALE  ON  NOW 

THE  sale  of  baby  chicks  in  Pennsyl- 
vania has  reached  a  stage  of  large 
proportions.  Chicks  are  purchased  di- 
rect from  many  hatcheries  in  Pennsyl- 
vania as  well  as  from  out-of-state  hat- 
cheries and  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  chicks  are  sold  under  the  auction 
program  of  seventy-two  public  auc- 
tions in  Pennsylvania,  partly  super- 
vised by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

To  the  end  that  the  purchaser  of 
chicks  be  protected  against  possible 
dissatisfaction  and  fraud,  as  well  as  a 
protection  to  the  legitimate  hatchery- 
man,  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  has 
conferred  authority  upon  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  chicks  in  Pennsylvania. 

To  acquaint  vendors  as  well  as  pur- 
chasers with  these  regulations  the  De- 
partment states  that  containers  hold- 
ing chicks,  when  offered  for  sale  by 
producers  or  auctions  as  a  unit  in  this 
Commonwealth,  must  in  every  case, 
carry  on  them  the  following  markings 
in  clear,  legible  characters;  number  of 
chicks,  breed  of  chicks,  date  hatched, 
whether  blood-+ested  or  not  blood- 
tested,  cockerels,  pullets,  or  straight 
run,  name  and  address  of  producer  and 
name  and  address  of  seller. 

read  as  follows:  The  term  "Unfit  for 
Food''  shall  be  construed  to  include 
the  carcasses  or  parts  of  carcasses  of 
horses  and  mules  and  the  meat  of  such 
animals  and  the  meat  food  products  of 
such  animals. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  APRIL  6,  1940 


Ow"er                                    State                              Breed  Rank 

Norman   W.   Amldon    . .  Connecticut    BPR    .  i 

Thomas    Mettler    New  Jersey    NH        2 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm . .  Michigan     SCWL     ......  3 

Plho    Brothers    Connecticut    SCWL     4 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm   . .  Pennsylvania     SCWL     .  5 

Guy  A.  Leader  Pennsylvania     SCWL     6 

Joachin  Breeding  Farm .  New  Jersey    NH     7 

J.  J.  Warren    Massachusetts    RIR     ...!..!.  8 

E.  B.   Parmenter   Massachusetts    RIR     ...... . .  9 

Guy   A.   Leader    Pennsylvania     SCWL     ......  10 


Points 
To  Date 
2059.50 
1964.35 
1907.60 
1896.55 
1894.85 
1872.90 
1867.90 
1843.50 
1834.10 
1821.45 


EOO* 
To  Date 
2014 
1947 
1855 
1829 
1820 
1844 
1787 
17.35 
1782 
1831 


'l^m^Zn"  shouTd"  bTretoned  PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  APRIL  6,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938.  all  13  birds. 

1939.  all  13  birds. 

1940.  all  13  birds, 


Percent 

Production 

51.42 

57.03 

62.91 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

96.08 

110.04 

119.91 


Average  Eggs 

Ptr  Bird 

97.18 

107.78 

118.90 


Ave.  Egg 

Wt.  Oz. 

Per  Doz. 

23.8 

24.4 

24.0 
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LIVESTOC 
MUST  HAVE 


fiVESTOCK    DEALERS    who    have 
Lnot  procured    their    1940    license 

Lre  now  operating  in  violation  of  Act 
N    225    under   which    such    licenses 

Lre  issued,  according  to  the  Depart- 

l^ent  of  Agriculture. 
All  Livestock  dealers  whose  acUvi- 

Ities  place   them    under    the    require- 

Lents  of  this  Act.  are  urged  to  secure 
Livestock  Dealers  License    immedi- 

lately. 

The  1939  licenses  expired  December 
31, 1939  and.  of  course,  cannot  be  used 
for  1940.  Agents  of  the  Department 
are  checking  weekly  the  records  of 
icommunity  Sales,  Public  Stockyards 
and  elsewhere  for  violations   of   this 

JAct. 
Field  agents  will  be  required  to  en- 

Iforce  violations  on  or  about  April  15. 
'ines  from  $25.00  to  $100.00  and  costs 

lean  be  imposed  upon  dealers  operating 
dthout  license.  Dealers  are  requested 
io  check  their  license  and  act  accord- 

IllL  SPEEDiUP 
lARBERRY  REMOVAL 

SEVERE  cold  and  deep  snow  have 
.  interfered  with  the  cooperative 
program  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Jnited  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
re  to  eradicate  common  barbarries 
l-om  grain  growing  areas  in  this  state. 
But  with  favorable  weather  a  large 
^roup  of  men  paid  from  W.  P.  A. 
!unds  will  proceed  with  the  work. 
}ver  ten  million  barberry  bushes, 
bpon  which  the  Black  Stem  Rust 
oisease  must  depend  for  one  phase 
pf  its  development,  have  been  de- 
itroyed.  Benefit  to  grain  crops  par- 
ticularly in  northern  dairy  counties 
MS  already  been  pronounced.  During 
boist  seasons  the  oat  crop  in  thc^se 
kounties  has  been  reduced  by  more 
pn  one  half  on  account  of  outbreaks 
W  Stem  Rust  which  originated  on 
fcommon  barberry  bushes.  With  the 
latter  eliminated  it  is  not  possible  for 
|he  disease  to  exist. 


JIY  CERTIFIED 
^EED  POTATOES 

^W?^^     buying     seed      potatoes, 

I  k    ,T    '^  ^"y  ^  crop  failure,"  says 

C  Tu^'^^*'  Secretary  of  Agricul- 

■ure.    ihat  successful  potato  growers 

pe  come  to  recognize   this   fact    is 

C"  )l  the  care  with  which  they 

b?i   4  ^^^^-       Transportation 

enrpcf^       /.  P^°*^"ci"g  area  often 

El     ^  ^^'^  P^°flt  to  the  Penn- 

h2!  ^''°'^^"    who    use    efficient 

S  °"^.°^  wh^^h  is  represented 

m£  cf!?-     '^^^^   who   purchase 

'  bepn    '5  ?f "  he  assured  that  it 

Ener  il^f  "41^  certified  if  the  con- 

J^"  carries  the  proper  certification 

NOTICE 

ll!''""^  ^''*  °^  ^he  Weekly  News 

1 1,''  ""^'^  ^^^i^io"-    K  you 

lour    ?  ^^  continue   your    name 
ml  c.  *°  '^^^^^^  this  publication. 


ndly  fill 
fail  to: 


In   the   blank    below    and 


AclIpX^^A  DEPARTMENT  OF 
^^'RICULTURE,  HARRISBURG. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Vl  '"""""^  "^y    name    on    your 
"^lletin  '''^"'^    ^^^     Weekly     News 
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POTATOES  BIG 
MONEY  CROP 

SELLING  the  crop  of  potatoes  pro- 
duced in  Pennsylvania  each  year 
adds  approximately  $25,000,000  to  the 
farm  income  of  the  state,  according 
to  a  recent  announcement  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

But  the  effect  of  the  Pennsylvania 
potato  industry  on  the  entire  economic 
welfare  of  the  State  is  more  involved 
than  the  twenty-five  million  of  in- 
come alone.  The  investment  of  the 
growers  in  farms,  buildings,  equip- 
ment and  supplies  is  estimated  at 
nearly  $100,000,000.  These  growers 
spend  $5,000,000  annually  for  seed, 
spray  materials,  fertilizers  and  other 
equipment  alone.  They  require  the 
labor  of  20,000,000  hours  of  employed 
farm  help  to  produce  and  harvest  the 
annual  crop.  They  use  nearly  100,- 
000  gallons  of  gasoline  daily  in  trucks, 
tractors  and  sprayers  for  which  the 
State  tax  alone  is  $4,000  a  day.  They 
require  50,000  tons  of  steel  for  the 
annual  operation  of  the  farm  ma- 
chinery used  to  grow,  harvest  and 
market  the  "lowly  spud."  And,  if  all 
these  potatoes  were  hauled  to  market 
by  train  it  would  require  35,000  freight 
cars  or  a  train  reaching  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburgh  to  transport 
them. 


Pennsylvania  Apple  Growers,  who 
in  1939  produced  large  crops  and  who 
feared  they  might  experience  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  disposing  of 
their  storage  holdings  because  of  the 
lost  export  trade,  are  now  reporting 
to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
"stock  well  cleaned  up."  Some  sec- 
tions of  the  State  are  reporting  prac- 
tically all  apples  sold  while  others 
indicate  sufficient  fruit  on  hand  of 
the  latest-keeping  varieties,  to  take 
care  of  the  normal  trade  until  the 
1940  crop  of  early  apples  is  harvested. 


PRAYING  MANTIS 
HELPFUL  INSECT 

'T^HE  Department  of  Agriculture 
^  cautions  all  home  owners  who  are 
interested  in  protecting  their  proper- 
ties against  various  insect  pests  to  be 
on  the  lookout  and  protect  egg 
clusters  of  the  praying  mantis.  The 
name  is  truly  descriptive  of  the  in- 
sect both  because  of  the  characteristic 
stance  which  the  mantis  assumes  and 
the  fact  that  it  actually  preys  or  feeds 
on  harmful  insects  such  as  plant  lice, 
caterpillars  and  soft  bodied  forms. 

The  egg  cluster  of  the  mantis  will 
be  found  at  this  time  of  the  year  on 
small  branches  of  shrubbery,  various 
trees  and  vines.  They  are  inclined  to 
be  irregularly  oval  in  shape,  tan 
colored,  about  the  size  of  the  end  of 
the  thumb  and  with  a  covering  re- 
sembling  heavy  parchment 

Wherever  found  these  egg  clusters 
should  be  protected  since  in  a  few 
weeks  the  tiny  mantids  will  emerge 
and  start  their  campaign  against  the 
various  harmful  insects  which  make 
up  their  bill  of  fare. 


PENNA.  EXCELS  IN 
RELIABLE  NURSERIES 

''pHE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
^  Agriculture  reports  the  certification 
of  1,016  Pennsylvania  nurseries  with 
approximately  10,000  acres  planting 
stock  for  the  inspection  year  ending 
September  30,  1940.  This  compares 
with  318  nurseries  of  about  4,000  acres 
fifteen  years  ago.  These  establish- 
ments are  well  distributed  throughout 
the  state  so  that  those  who  have  in 
mind  to  plant  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  this 
spring  need  not  depend  on  plants 
weakened  by  nurserj'  movement  from 
far  distant  points.  There  is  no  greater 
source  of  disappointment  in  planting 
trees,  shrubs  and  other  flowering  plants 
than  that  resulting  from  the  use  of 
stock  weakened  by  long  exposure  be- 
tween removal  from  the  nursery  and 
final  planting. 


DEPARTMENT  FIGHTS 
POTATO  WART 

A  CTIVE  field  work  will  soon  get 
■^  under  way  in  continuing  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture to  eradicate  Potato  Wart  from 
Pennsylvania  says  John  H.  Light, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  This  disease 
was  introduced  from  Europe  several 
years  ago  and  .so  far  as  it  is  known  is 
confined  to  certain  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland  and  West  Virginia. 
It  has  already  been  eradicated  from 
several  Pennsylvania  communities  by 
means  of  a  method  developed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture at  its  experimental  station  lo- 
cated at  Drifton,  Luzerne  County. 
The  presence  of  this  disease  in  the 
soil  causes  the  potato  tuber  to  de- 
velop into  a  wart  like  mass  which 
soon  decays  causing  rot  to  develop 
in  sound  tubers  with  which  the  wart 
comes  in  contact. 

This  is  one  of  the  few  cases  on 
record  where  it  appears  possible  to 
actually  eradicate  an  important  plant 
disease  from  the  soil  once  it  becomes 
well   established. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS   TO  APRIL  13,  1940 


Owner  state 

Breed 

Norman   W.   Amidon    . .  Connecticut     BPR 

Thomas    Mettler    New    Jersey     NH 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm    Michigan     SCWL 

Piho    Brothers     Connecticut    SCWL 

Burr's   Poultry    Farm    .  Pennsylvania     SCWL 

Guy  A.   Leader    Pennsylvania     SCWL 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm   New  Jersey   NH 

E.     B.    Parmenter     ....Massachusetts    RIR     .'. 

Guy    A.    Leader    Pennsylvania     SCWL 

J.    J.    Warren    Massachusetts    RIR 


Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Point* 
To  Date 
2137.05 
2045.50 
1982.15 
1973.65 
196190 
1945.70 
1944.30 
1902.05 
1894.80 
1891.40 


Egg* 
To  Date 
2087 
2024 
1925 
1901 
1882 
1912 
1858 
1846 
1902 
1779 


PRODUCTION    SUMMARY  TO  APRIL  13,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938.  all  13  bird.s 

1939.  all  13  birds 

1940.  all  13  birds 


Percent 

Production 

51.42 

57.31 

62.88 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 
99.86 
114.87 
124.51 


Average  Eggt 
Ptr  Bird 
100.79 
112.31 
123.26 


Average  Egg 
Wt.  Ot. 
Ptr  Dot. 
23.8 
24.4 
24.2 
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uarmnc^  against 

SPREAD  OF  SCABIES 

mffip  owners  of  Pennsylvania  can 
\rn\pct    their    flocks    against    the 
Jad   of    the    serious    infection    of 
Lwps  if  caution  is  exercised,  accord- 
j^  to  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 

''^Sheep^shearing  is  now  in  progress 
and  commercial  sheep  shearers  should 
trequired  to  properly  clean  and  dis- 
infect all  wearing  apparel  and  all 
Lpment  before  entering  the  premises 
nf  another  owner  of  sheep  in  order  to 
assist  in  preventing  the  introduction 
of  scab  into  his  flock. 

Flock  owners  who  notice  any  suspi- 
cious skin  condition  on  any  sheep  in 
the  flock  should  immediately  call  their 
local  veterinarian  who  can  secure  the 
aid  of  the  Department  veterinarians  if 
necessary  to  assist  in  the  eradication 
of  the  disease. 

This  disease  can  be  eradicated  from 
Pennsylvania  flocks  if  proper  flock 
imanagement  is  practiced  by  all  owners. 
Iscabies  of  sheep  Uke  other  infectious 
ind  contagious  diseases  affecting  live- 
iiock  should  be  reported  to  the  Bureau 
)f  Animal  Industry,  Pennsylvania  De- 
lartment  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg, 
'ennsylvania. 

:anker  worms 

now  active 

'NTOMOLOGISTS  of  the  Pennsyl- 
ij  vania  Department  of  Agriculture 
Report  that  during  the  past  few  weeks 
adults  of  the  spring  canker  worm  have 

een  observed  in  wooded  areas.  Winged 
nales    were    observed     flying     a'bout 

Indow  and  car  lights  during  the 
^venings,  while  the  wingless  females 
lere  found  crawling  up  the  trunks  of 
lorests  and  shade  trees  by  the  hun- 
Breds.  These  wingless  females  are  now 
BeiX)siting  their  eggs  and  in  a  short 
lime  the  small,  naked  measuring 
ifoims  will  hatch  and  attack  the  foli- 
|ige  of  our  shade  and  woodland  trees. 
this  and  other  species  of  forest  de- 
loliators  will  be  noticeable  in  various 
)reas  of  Pennsylvania's  woods.  Canker 
rorais  may  be  controlled  with  arsenate 
V  lead  spray?  where  especially  desir- 
Ible  trees  warrant  the  expense. 


lAPANESE  BEETLE 
)IARAMINE  EXTENDED 

^HE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  just  announced 
hat  the  Federal  Japanese  Beetle 
luarantine  will  be  continued  and  the 
allowing  territories  in  Pennsylvania 
n  now  included  in  the  quarantine 
m:  all  of  Clarion  County,  not  here- 
piore  under  regulations;  the  Town- 
p  of  Mill  Creek  and  Wayne,  the 
Piy  Of  Erie  and  the  Borough  of  Corry 
nH  ^  ^°""ty— placing  Erie  and  Corry 
jaer  regulations  as  isolated  points; 
'  Venango  County,  except  the  Town- 
P  PS  Of  AUegheny.  Canal,  Cherry  Tree, 
C  nn^o^^'  'Jackson,  Mineral.  Oak- 
Cr?  T'^'  P^^'  Scrubgrass  and 
I  ory^and  the  Boroughs  of  Clinton- 

TSS''"^'^^'  ^"^  Pleasantvllle. 
iSr  "'  °''  "^^^  stock,  soil. 
KnT'''^^  ^^-  ^^ame  effec- 
fi  fa™  ^-  New  regulations,  if  any, 
«  mm  products  and  cut  flowers  are 
["  yet  announced. 

-NOTICE- 


Nll     f  ^1^^  °^  ^^^  Weekly  News 
r  m  Is  under  revision,    if  /ou  de- 

t  S  f?  '°"^^""«  your  name  on 

pdlv  fliHn /'k''!':^    ^^«    publication. 
[.  '^  nil  in  the  blank  below  and  maU 

^^^NIA    DEPARTMENT    OF 

^'^^""^  PENNSYLVANIA 

I  receivr;l  "^"'y  ^*"^«  on  your  list 
"^^^  the  Wwkly  News  Bulletin. 
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HORSE  BREEDING 

ON  INCREASE 

INTEREST  in  the  (breeding  of  light 
horses  is  on  the  increase  in  Penn- 
sylvania if  records  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agricultin-e  are  any  in- 
dication. New  toreeds  of  horses  are  be- 
ing imported  into  the  State  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Com- 
monwealth a  Tennessee  Walking  Horse 
Stallion  has  been  licensed  to  stand  for 
public  service.  An  Arabian  stallion  has 
also  been  licensed  together  with  an  In- 
creased number  of  saddle  horses. 

During  the  past  year  several  prize 
winning  heavy  draft  horses  have  been 
purchased  by  Pennsylvania  breeders 
and  a  niunber  of  United  States  Govern- 
ment Remount  stallions  have  been 
stationed  in  Pennsylvania  and  licensed 
for  service. 

With  the  introduction  of  good  stal- 
lions of  the  various  breeds  of  horses 
visitors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Farm 
Show  and  the  Harrisburg  Horse  Show 
can  expect  to  see  more  and  better 
horses  on  display. 

Farmers  are  finding  that  the  breed- 
ing of  good  horses  is  a  profitable 
undertaking  and  with  this  available 
supply  of  good  stallions  of  several  dif- 
ferent breeds  Pennsylvania  farmers 
should  be  able  to  produce  ihorses  for 
all  purposes. 


RURAL  RUSSET 

POTATOES  LEAD 

'T'HE  Rural  Russet  Potato,  though  de- 
'-  clining  in  relative  importance  in 
Pennsylvania,  says  John  H.  Light. 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  is  still  the 
leading  variety  produced  in  all  crop 
reporting  districts  of  the  State,  except 
in  the  south  central  and  the  south- 
eastern, which  lie  almost  wholly  south- 
east of  the  Mountains.  In  that  area 
the  Cobbler  ranks  first.  The  Katahdln 
is  reported  ."second  to  the  Rural  Russet 


No.  17 


DUTCH     ELM      DISEASE 
THREATENS  ELM  TREES 

SINCE  the  Dutch  Elm  Disease  is 
seriously  threatening  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  elm  trees,  health  in  elms 
becomes  a  very  important  factor  in 
preventing  the  destruction  of  these 
trees  in  Pennsylvania  according  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  disease  has  spread  over  an 
alarming  area  in  Connecticut.  New 
Jersey,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
and  has  been  found  in  a  number  of 
other  states  including  Indiana,  Mary- 
land, Ohio,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 
Up  to  April  1  of  this  year  there  had 
been  250  infected  trees  removed  and 
burned  in  Pennsylvania;  10  of  these 
trees  were  removed  in  1938,  230  during 
1939  and  the  balance  during  1940.  The 
removal  of  practically  dead  wood  or 
wood  that  shows  the  first  signs  of 
decadence,  is  considered  an  important 
part  of  the  present  eradication  pro- 
gram. FYeshly  cut  elm  wood  should 
not  be  left  lying  around  in  wood  piles 
as  it  provides  an  excellent  breeding 
place  for  the  elm  bark  beetles  that  are 
active  in  carrj^ng  the  disease.  The 
sanitation  program  on  which  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture  is 
cooperating  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  provides 
for  the  destruction  of  such  breeding 
places  and  the  removal  of  trees  and 
branches  that  are  not  in  a  Ihealthy 
growing  condition.  Sickly  elms  should 
be  pruned  and  fertilized  to  restore 
their  vigor  and  health.  If  they  cannot 
be  restored  to  health  they  should  be 
removed  and  burned. 


DEPARTMENT  CHECKS 
SEED  DEALERS 

To  SAFEGUARD  the  seed  supplies 
for  Pennsylvania  farmers,  agents  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture are  now  visiting  all  seed  dealers 
in  the  state  to  see  that  they  are  observ- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  Seed  Law  accord- 
ing to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

Wherever  there  is  any  doubt  as  to 
seeds  being  offered  for  sale  not  meet- 
ing the  required  standards,  agents  take 
samples  which  are  then  analysed  by 
the  Department's  Seed  Analysts. 

The  Seed  Law  enforcement  work  is 
of  vital  importance  to  Pennsylvania 
farmers  as  poor  seed  may  mean  heavy 
loss  or  the  complete  loss  of  a  crop. 

The  Permsylvania  Seed  Law  required 
that  all  seeds  offered  or  exposed  for 
sale  shall  be  labeled  to  show  the  kind 
of  seed,  percentage  or  purity,  weed 
seeds  present  if  any.  and  percentage  of 
germination. 

in  production  in  Lehigh,  the  principal 
potato  county  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Over  a  ten-year  period  Rural  Russets 
have  declined  from  57  percent  to  44 
percent  of  the  total  crop  while  Green 
Mountains  'have  increased  from  7  per- 
cent to  13  percent  and  Cobblers  from 
12  percent  to  19  percent.  Katahdins, 
though  still  a  small  percentage  of  the 
total,  are  growing  a  favor. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  APRIL  20, 1940 


Owner  SUU  Bre«d 

Nonnan  W.   Ainidon    ....  Connecticut      BPR  . 

Thomas    Mettler    New   Jersey    NH 

I»iho  Brothers Connecticut      SOWL 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm    .  .  Mlchlfcan      8CWL 

Burr's    Poultry    Farm    .  .  .  Pennsylvania      SCWF. 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm  .  .  New  Jersey NH 

Ouy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania      SCWL 

Ouv  A.    Leader    Pennnylvania      SCWL 

B.  B.   Parmenter Maiwachusetts       RIR 

J.  J.  Warren Massachusetts       RIB 


Rani( 
1 


4 

« 

7 

8 

9 

10 


Points 
To  OaU 
2218. S3 
2117.60 
2044.10 
204S.10 
20.«J2.60 
2018.60 
2016.90 
1960.50 
19r)8.80 
1988.90 


Eggs 
To  Data 

216S 
2092 
1967 
2082 
1947 
1927 
1978 
1966 
1899 
1823 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  APRIL  20,  1938-1940 


Yaar 

1938,  all  13  birds 

1939,  all  18  birds 

1940,  all  13  birds 


Psreenl 

Production 

61.43 

67.56 

68.79 


Avaraoa  Points 

r*«r    Bird 

103.69 

119.71 

128.96 


Average  Eggi 

Per    Bird 

104.45 

lir..«4 

127.47 


Ave.  Efo 
Wt.  Oi. 
Per   Doz. 
28.9 
24.4 
24.2 
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ause^^^^  loss 

nwE  Department  of  Agriculture,  John 

2  lie-ht  Secretary,  caUs  attention 

the  loss  of  baby  chicks  through  dis- 

.   ^"    The  most  dreaded  of  these  is 

Irum  disease,   or   bacillary   white 

feiarrhea  as  it  was   formerly   termed. 

E  is  primarily  a  disease  of  bajy 

K     Accordingly  it  is  during  the 

rSDrin?,  coincident  with  maximum 


arly 
batching 


activity,  that  the  disease  as- 


lumes  its  greatest  proportions 

i! 
Ind  the  following  cycle  of  infection  is 


It  is  caused  by  a  small  rod-shaped 
lerm  known  as  SalmoneUa  Rillormn, 


['finite"'  and  well  known.  The  ovary 
If  an  infected  hen  usually  harbors  the 
ausative  germ,  and  some  of  the  eggs 
Bid  by  such  a  bird  contain  the  germ. 
iiese  infected  eggs,  when  incubated, 
[roduce  infected  chicks,  and  these 
tiicks  generally  infect  others  that  are 
latched  from  non-infected  eggs.  Not 
'l  of  the  infected  chicks  die,  but  some 
urvive  and  become  carriers  of  the 
Jisease.  These  birds,  when  bred  from 
It  maturity,  may  in  turn  transmit  the 
Isease  through  their  eggs  to  the 
Jiicks. 

Pullorum  disease,  however,  is  not  in 
il  cases  transmitted  through  the  egg. 
[oninfected  chicks  may  at  any  time 
pter  hatching  become  infected  if  they 
re  exposed  to  pullorum  infected  birds, 
■  surroundings  contaminated  with  the 
ausative  germ. 

[The  symptoms  of  pullorum  disease 
1  baby  chicks  are  not  sufficiently 
haracteristic  to  distinguish  it  from 
llher  ailments.  There  is  very  often 
I  accumulation  of  dried  fecal  material 
tound  the  vent,  although  this  may 
occur  in  other  disease  conditions. 
he  disease  most  seriously  affects 
hicks  during  their  first  two  or  three 
Jeeks  of  life,  and  as  a  rule  causes  ex- 
■emely  heavy  losses. 

[Accurate  diagnosis  of  pullorum  dis- 
|ise  is  dependent  upon  the  isolation 
pd  identification  of  the  causative 
prm  by  laboratory  methods.  When 
pick  losses  occur,  a  veterinarian 
hould  be  consulted,  and  if  additional 
Id  is  desired  to  establish  a  diagnosis, 
le  veterinarian  may  send  birds  to  the 
psylvania  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
Laboratory,  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
Inia. 

[Effective  control  measures  must  in- 
lude  that  of  starting  with  chicks  from 
•eeding  stock  known  to  be  free  of 
illonim  disease,  and  maintaining 
|em  in  such  a  way  that  they  do  not 
^:ome  exposed  to  any  sources  of  in- 
iction. 


frozen  food  industry  is  changing 

eating  habits  and  affecting  markets 

agricultural  products  says  John  H. 

Jnt   Secretary    of    Agriculture.      A 

kilJf  f  ^°"^a  found,  that  in  the 

W-  01  the  strawberry  season  there, 

pis  were  using  fresh  frozen  straw- 

C    "^  the  North,  and  asparagus 

r  "^^  Jersey  and  peas  from  Maine. 

pable  acreage  of  vegetables  is  now 

tTJ?  Pennsylvania  for  quick-freez- 

Ll     £^n^  located  in  New  Jersey, 

Tp" 'f  ^.^enter  of  the  industry  in 

nnf.u:  i^  estimated  that  eventual- 

Hch  ft  ^^   of   the    vegetables    will 

Cn  rf     /°"^^"^^'*  fresh,   one-third 

^°  and  one-third  quick  frozen. 
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NEW  PLANS  SPEED 
1940  BEE   INSPECTION 

PENNSYLVANIA  ranks  eighth  in  im- 
A  portance  in  beekeeping  in  the 
United  States.  Tthere  are  24,000  bee- 
keepers owning  160,000  colonies  of  bees. 
The  last  several  years  4,000,000  pounds 
of  honey  and  60,000  pounds  of  wax 
valued  at  approximately  $600,000  has 
been  produced  each  year.  The  value 
of  the  honeybee  in  the  pollination  of 
our  fruit,  vegetable,  and  other  crops 
would  be  far  greater  than  that  of  the 
honey  and  wax  produced.  The  value 
of  the  equipment  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  bee  population  in  the  state 
has  a  value  of  several  million  dollars, 
A  systematic  plan  of  inspection  work 
to  assist  beekeepers  and  protect  them 
from  the  damage  done  by  brood  dis- 
eases has  just  been  worked  out  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture following  conferences  with  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  As- 
sociation, according  to  John  H.  Light, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

The  state  has  been  divided  into  four 
areas,  and  the  Department  hopes  to  be 
able  to  inspect  during  1940  all  apiaries 
in  the  western  area,  which  includes 
the  following  counties:  Crawford,  Erie, 
Merceu,  Venango,  Warren,  Forest,  Law- 
rence, Butler,  Clarion,  Armstrong, 
Beaver,  Allegheny,  Washington, 
Greene,  Westmoreland  and  Fayette 

In  addition,  to  the  above  work,  fol- 
low-up inspections  will  be  carried  out 
in  counties  inspected  last  year  and 
supervision  given  in  cooperation  with 
county  Beekeepers'  Associations  where 
local  funds  have  been  supplied  to  carry 
on  additional  disease  control  work. 

Beekeepers  should  make  requests  for 
Certificates  of  Inspection  for  selling 
queens,  package  bees  and  for  shipping 
bees  outside  of  the  state,  not  later  than 
May  15.  Inspection  requests  made 
after  this  date  may  be  delayed  due  to 
rush  of  previously  arranged  work. 


CLEANLINESS  HELPS 
IN  DISEASE  CONTROL 

'T'HE  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of 
■■■  the  Department  of  Agriculture  says 
that  much  has  been  said  about  the 
prevalence  of  disease  among  our  farm 
animals,  including  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
swine  and  poultry,  and  the  remarkable 
improvements  made  in  the  treatment 
of  domestic  animals  by  scientific  dis- 
coveries for  the  prevention  and  con- 
trol of  infectious  and  contagious  dis- 
eases; but  little  has  been  said  as  to 
what  the  farmer  and  stockman  can 
do  to  prevent  or  at  least  control  to 
some  extent  the  ravages  of  these  vari- 
ous animal  diseases. 

The  average  stockman  and  farmer 
does  not  sufficiently  realize  the  Im- 
portance of  thoroughly  cleaning  and 
disinfecting  his  premises. 

Numerous  minute  organisms,  germs 
and  vegetable  growths  are  ever 
present,  however,  unless  a  serious  out- 
break occurs,  little  attention  is  paid 
to  them,  for  only  by  means  of  the 
high  power  microscope  are  their  pres- 
ence known  for  they  are  too  small  to 
be  seen  with  the  unaided  eye. 

Under  favorable  conditions,  many 
of  these  organisms  multiply  at  a  tre- 
mendous rate,  particularly  In  the  ani- 
mal foody.  Many  germs  are  thrown  oflf 
from  the  disease-affected  animal  by 
coughing,  discharges  or  excretions  and 
deposited  in  the  soil,  manure  pile,  the 
litter  of  stables,  on  the  floor,  walls, 
cracks  and  crevices  of  the  buildings. 
Here  they  lie  dormant,  in  some  in- 
stances, for  indefinite  periods  of  time, 
to  be  later  eaten,  inhaled  as  dust,  or 
gain  access  to  the  animal  body  through 
a  wound. 

The  average  herdsman  and  farmer 
does  not  sufficiently  realize  the  Im- 
portance of  thoroughly  disinfecting  his 
premises  following  an  outbreak  of  a 
contagious  disease,  or  as  a  matter  of 
fact  to  disinfect  his  premises  at  cer- 
tain intervals  as  a  precautionary 
measure. 

To  properly  prepare  a  premise  for 
disinfecting,  clean  the  stable  (includ- 
ing horse-staJble)  thoroughly  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Sweep  ceilings,  walls  and 
floor;  (2)  Remove  rotten  woodwork  and 
loose  boards,  particularly  of  the  floor; 
(3)  Remove  dried  accumulations  about 
mangers,  floors  and  drains;  (4)  Remove 
all  manure,  loosen  by  thoroughly 
scraping  and  removing  all  wet  and 
dried  material;  (5)  Clean  the  yard  of 
all  manure  and  remove  to  field,  plow- 
ing it  in,  or  If  permitted  to  remain  on 
surface  of  field,  it  should  be  spread 
lightly.  Cattle  or  swine  should  not 
have  access  to  the  field  until  after  the 
sun  has  had  an  opportunity  to  kill  all 
the  germs;  (6)  Scrub  the  mangers, 
feed  boxes,  stalls  and  partitions  with 
hot  water  containing  strong  soap,  lye 
or  washing  soda. 

Common  disinfectants  that  may  be 
used  are  as  follows: 

A  two  percent  (2%)  solution  of 
Cresol  or  1  quart  of  Cresol  to  50  quarts 
of  water. 

Compound  solution  of  Cresol  two  or 

thr-ee  percent  (2  or  3%)  solution  or  one 
pint  solution  to  4  gallons  of  water. 

Chloride  of  lime,  six  ounces   (6  oz.) 
to  each  gallon  of  water. 
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COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS   TO  APRIL  27,  1940 


^^"•''  SUte  Breed 

Norman   \V.   Ainidon    .  .  .  .  Ccmnecticut      DPR 

ThoinaH    Mettler     Now   Jersey    '.'.'.'    XH 

Piho   Brothers    Cmineoticut    * ." .'  .'  ,'  '  ' .' ."  '  SCWL    . 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm    .  .Michigan      '....'.'.  SCWL 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm     .  .New    Jersey    ...!!!!'.!]'  \H 
Burr's    Poultry    Farm     .  .  .  Pennsylvania       .'!!!!.*!!.'  SCW!> 

Guy    A.    Leader    Pennsylvania .'.  .  SCWL 

Guy  A.    Leader    I'ennsylvania SCWL 

K.    B.    Parmenter     Massachusetts        .......!  RIR 

Creijfhton   Brothers    Indiana       SCWI 


Rank 

1 

2 

3 
4 


(i 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Pointi 
To  Date 
2301.40 
2194.70 
2113.80 
2103.20 
209.').8.'-> 
2093.40 
2087.55 
2035.95 
2014.70 
2004.55 


Egga 
ToOaU 

2240 
2164 
2032 
2038 
U)99 
2003 
2044 
2037 
19.'-)1 
1958 


PRODUCTION    SUMMARY  TO  APRIL  27,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all    13  hirds 

1939,  all   13  birds 

1940,  all    13  binls 


Percent 

Production 

61.41 

57.77 

62.68 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 
107.37 
124.52 
133.S.-I 


Average  Eggt 
Per  Bird 
107.95 
121.88 
181.63 


Average  Egg 
Wt.  Oi. 
Per  Dot. 
28.9 
24.5 
24.2 
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1900,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisboirg.  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress.  June  6,  1900. 
n  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Asrriculture 


VE   A       _..^ 

;t4TE  INSTlftmONS 

?N  EGG    INSPECTION 

.OF  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
l^ricuture  takes  an  active  part  in 
L  .ration  and  delivery  of  eggs  to 
P''P  Tn  mutions,  according  to  Depart- 

Gnt  increased  to  541  cases.  In 
Ke  total  of  5680  cases  was  reached 
End  he  present  indications  point  to  a 
tcided  increase  in  the  program  for 
E  with  nearly  1000  cases  monthly 
Eg  through  the  grading  and  inspec- 
tion process. 

The  inspection  figures  do  not  indi- 
fcaie  the  total  use  by  the  various  In- 
Etutions  as  many  of  them  supplement 
^eir  purchases  by  the  production  of 
Iheir  oim  poultry  flocks.  Then,  too, 
Ly  the  eastern  section  of  the  State 
5  included  in  the  program  because  of 
he  available  inspection  sei-vice.    West- 

1  Pennsylvania  will  be  served  soon 
i<:  arrangements  are  being  made  to 
let  up  a  program  in  the  Pittsburgh 
bistrict. 


lONEY  BEE  INDUSTRY 
lURT  BY   COLD  SPELL 

some  sections  of  Pennsylvania, 
I  Beekeepers  have  suffered  severe 
^)sses  due  to  the  late  cold  period  of 
iarch  and  April.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  also  points  out  that  even 
hough  bees  had  sufBcient  stores,  the 
emperatures  were  too  low  for  the  bees 

move  about  inside  of  the  hives  to 

krotect  the  stores   which   were   there. 

osses  run  as  high  as  50%.    In  many 

ases  colonies  which   have    not   been 

[illed  outright  are  too  weak  to  build 

to  sufBcient  strength  to  gather 
Joney  during  the  main  honey  flow. 

Examine  your  colonies"  the  Depart- 
ment urges,  "any  day  the  bees  are  fly- 
pg.  and  those  bees  which  are  weak 
pn  be  united  with  the  healthy  ones. 
flace  a  single  thickness  of  newspaper 
etween  the  hive  ibodies  of  the  colonies 

wish  to  unite.  The  bees  will  grad- 
ally  gnaw  away  the  paper  and  inter- 
mingle without  any  excitement  and 
pry  few  ibees  will  be  lost.  One  good 
plony  of  bees  at  the  height  of  the 
wney  flow  will  produce  more  honey 
pn  two  weak  ones." 
"Brood  combs  should  be  examined 
pfully  for  disease,  if  presence  of 
^ease  is  manifested,  a  sample  can  be 
Jnt  to  the  Bee  Inspector,  Department 

Agriculture,  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
fnia  for  identification  and  recommen- 
f'lons  for  treatment." 
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DEPARTMENT    READY 
FOR  SEED  CERTIFYING 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  for  almost  twenty 
years  maintained  a  service  in  the  cer- 
tification of  seed  potatoes  and  for 
shorter  periods  for  seed  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  tomato  and  peppers  according 
to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  object  of  this  service  is  to 
make  available  within  the  state,  de- 
pendable seed  sources  of  varieties  of 
these  crops  which  have  been  found 
well  adapted  to  Pennsylvania  condi- 
tions. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to 
improved  varieties  developed  at  the 
State  College  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  or  those  introduced  from  other 
sources,  in  order  that  local  supplies  of 
these  superior  sorts  may  become  avail- 
able as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Growers  who  plan  to  make  applica- 
tion for  certification  service  this  crop 
year  should  communicate  with  the  De- 
partment at  an  early  date.  This  is 
especially  true  of  those  who  have  not 
previously  made  application  in  order 
that  they  may  obtain  copies  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  covering  the  seed 
crop  they  wish  to  grow. 

NURSERYMEN    SHOULD 
BUY  CERTIFIED  STOCK 

APPLICATIONS  for  inspection  and 
certification  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1941  have  gone  out  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Harris- 
burg, to  all  nurserymen,  nursery  deal- 
ers, and  collectors  of  nursery  stock. 
This  inspection  and  certification  is  ac- 
cording to  the  Pennsylvania  Plant  Pest 
Act  of  1937.  which  was  promulgated  in 
the  interest  of  the  nursery  stock  grow- 
ers, as  well  as  that  of  the  buying  pub- 
lic. All  buyers  are  cautioned  to  be  sure 
that  the  source  of  the  nursery  stock 
purchased   is   from   certified   premises. 


NATIONAL  DAIRY  SHOW 
TO  AWARD  BIG  PRIZES 

PRIZE  money  totaling  $14,603  will  be 
distributed  to  owners  of  America's 
best  dairy  cattle  at  National  Dairy 
Show  here  in  the  big  Pennsylvania 
Farm  Show  Building  and  Arena,  Oc- 
tober 12-19,  it  was  announced  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  by  National 
Dairy  Association  Officials.  Of  the 
total  prize  money,  $7,500  is  being  of- 
fered toy  the  show  itself  and  the  re- 
mainder Is  being  provided  by  five 
national  cattle  breeders'  organizations. 

Equally  as  strong  an  incentive  as  the 
cash  prizes  are  a  number  of  coveted 
cups  and  trophies  for  the  grand  cham- 
pion bull,  the  best  advanced  registry 
cow,  the  best  two-year-old  heifer  in 
milk  bred  toy  exhitoltor,  the  grand 
champion  cow  and  other  outstanding 
animals. 

Announcement  also  was  made  last 
night  of  the  judges  who  will  serve 
here  for  National  Dairy  Show.  They 
are:  Ted  Fansher,  of  Missouri;  Paul 
Mlsner  and  Ouy  Harmon,  both  of 
Maryland;  John  Cochrane,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; Elmer  Hansen,  of  Iowa;  C. 
S.  Rhode,  of  Illinois,  and  George  New- 
lin,  of  Michigan. 

Arrangements  already  are  started  to 
house  thousands  of  visitors  who  will 
attend  the  first  National  Dairy  Show 
ever  held  in  the  East.  The  housing 
bureau  of  Harrisburg  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce has  completed  arrangements  to 
accommodate  400  boys  and  girls  judg- 
ing teams  selected  from  4-H  Clubs  from 
forty  states  and  local  hotels  report 
heavy  reservations  from  herd  owners, 
breeders,  dairy  specialists  and  others 
interested  in  the  dairying  industry. 


BETTER  GRADING  ADDS 
TO  POTATO  QUALITY 

NUMEROUS  reports  from  producers, 
distributors  and  state  agents  all 
indicate  that  the  market  for  Pennsyl- 
vania potatoes  has  been  considerably 
strengthened  and  staibilized  recently 
through  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, by  the  Extension  Service  of  State 
College,  and  by  th<;  Pennsylvania  Co- 
operative Potato  Growers  Association 
cooperating. 

During  the  past  season  alone,  educa- 
tional grading  meetings  and  inspectors' 
schools  were  held  in  most  every  county 
of  the  state.  As  a  result  of  the  grad- 
ing and  marketing  assistance,  Pennsyl- 
vania Potato  growers  are  now  market- 
ing higher  quality  potatoes  than  previ- 
ously, for  which  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail distributors  and  consimiers  are  able 
to  pay  a  more  uniformly  high  price 
than  formerly. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ranks  first  in  value 
and  third  in  number  of  eggs  pro- 
duced, sixth  in  number  and  second  in 
value  of  chickens  on  farms,  and  tops 
in  quality  of  eggs — the  food  product 
that  comes  in  a  sealed  package  direct 
from  the  hen.  Have  you  had  your 
enei^y-producing,  health-giving,  vita- 
min-full egg  today? 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO 

Owner                                    State                                       Breed                Rank 
Norman   W.    Amidoii       ,  .  .  Crvnnectipiit      BI'R      ....                1 

MAY 

Points 
To  Date 
2382.70 
2267.20 
2174.2.-. 
2170..5.'* 
21 09. 7. 'i 
21  Of).  30 
21.')9.10 
2 10.').  7.1 
2080.00 
2009.80 

,  1938- 

Eggs     Av 
Bird 

SO 
S.'i 
74 

4,  1940 

Eggs 

To   Date 

2310 

Thomas  Mettler N>w  Jersey    NH      2 

Piho   Brothers             .    .  .    Connpcticut    SCWL     ...                .3 

212  8  2 
2089 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm    .  .  Afirhipan    SCWIi      .  .                4 

.loachim  Breediiipr  Farm .  ,  Vew    Jersey     XH      •'» 

2102 
2068 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm             I'entisvlvania         SCWL      .  .                i\ 

2069 

Cixiv    A     Leafier                        Pennsvlvania       S'OWIi      .  .                 7 

2110 

Huv   A     Leader                       Peiinsvlvania    SOWL      .  .                S 

210.'') 

rri'ichton     Brothers               Indiana               SCWIi      .  .                 !► 

2029 

E.    R.    Pannenter    M,i*<sarhuRetts     RIR    10 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MAY  4, 

Percent            Averaoe  Points            Average 
Year                                                       Production                Per  Bird                     Per 

198H.  all    13   Idrds 51.88                         lll.Oi;                          111. 

1».S»,   all    13   birds 57.99                         129.83                         12.') 

1040,  all    13  birds 62.55                         187.08                         13'». 

2002 

1940 

erage  Egg  Wt. 
Oz  Per  Doz. 

28.9 

24.6 

24.2 

\\ 
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'^MING  MATERIALS 


ur   Pennsylvania    Department    of 

;f^icu  ture  is  charged  ^vith  the  en- 

onf   nf   the    provisions    of    the 

^^.Jnia    Lh?ie    Law.    and    only 

S  samples  are  analyzed.    The  Law 

^s   of    the    analysis    of    special 

^Tles    for    manufacturers    or    pro- 

Sfonly.  located  within  the  Com- 

'niri^mg  the  classification  of  lim- 
Tm^Sk  it  was  emphasized  at  the 
inment   that   "under    no    circum- 
Ees  should  a  liming  material   be 
nsSed  as  a  fertilizer.     It  is  a  soil 
menSnent.  and  as  such  it  influences 
Snt  growth-not  by  supplying  an  ele- 
en  of  plant  food,  but  by  producing 
the  soil  some  effect  which  is  bene- 
ficial to  plant  growth." 
i  Use  of  lime,  furnishes  a  three-fold 
Lffect-First,    converting     unavailable 
Dlant  food  to  available;  Second,  chang- 
ng  the  physical  characteristics  of  the 
oil:  and  Third,  neutralizing  the  acids. 

Stimulates  Plant  Growth 
■you  would  not  add  lime,"  it  was  ex- 
i)lained    by    Dr.    V.    B.    Hausknecht, 
jhemist,  "to  a  soil  for  the  purpose  of 
Supplying  calcium  as  a  plant  food  any 
nore  than  you   would   add    common 
able  salt  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
odium.    The  various  lime  compounds 
Ire  not  applied  to  replace  soil  defici- 
encies but  mainly  to  correct  some  con- 
lition  whereby  plants  will  ibe  stimu- 
ated  in  their  growth. 
"The  element  Calcium  is  the  main 
lonstituent   of    all    liming    materials. 
lowever,  in  limestones  in  which  the 
aagnesium  may  be  present  to  a  large 
degree,  like  value  is  attributed  with  re- 
peat to  soil  neutralization  purposes. 
"There  are  four  main  forms  in  which 
Ime  is  applied,  namely :  Calcium  Oxide, 
palcium  Carbonate,  Calcium  Hydrox- 
fle,  and  Hydrous  Calcium  Sulphate  or 
JiTKum. 

"Also  it  has  been  interesting  to  note 

he  uses  of  slag  in  which  the  calcium 

essentially  in  the  form  of  silicate, 

Ind  which  has  been  proven  beneficial 

\j  experiments  conducted. 

"Lump  Lime,  Lime,  Quicklime,  Burnt 
Lime.  Unslaked  Lime  are  essentially 
Ine  and  the  same  thing — Calcium 
pide,  which  is  obtained  by  the  burn- 
11?  of  limestone  rock,  during  which 
Tocess  the  carbon  dioxide  or  gas  is 
riven  off.  leaving  a  highly  caustic 
ubftance  known  as  Calcium  Oxide. 
Marl,  Ground  Limestone,  and 
pter  Shells  are  the  most  common 
prrris  in  which  calcium  is  applied  di- 
Ectly  in  the  form  of  calcium  cart)on- 
I'p  pnd  in  this  form  is  most  easy  of 
iPPlication.  You  are  familiar  with 
tie  burnmg  sensations  produced  from 
fine  some  burned  lime  alight  on 
W  face  or  hands. 

[Slaked  Lime  or  Hydrated  Lime   is 

jat  formed  by  the  addition  of  water 

Durn  lime  or  calcium  oxide.     It  is 

Pline  and  is  helpful  in  the  destruc- 

p  of  organic  matter. 

Gypsum.    Plaster    of    Paris,    Land 

dfl    '.."^^^"^y   calcium   sulphate 

liavh    '    °  °^  solubility  is  approxi- 

Kno  f  Pf'^  °^  ^a^cium   sulphate 

ta  K  °I  ^^^^'-    WOienever  used, 

ouJi    nrS'  ^^'^y  ^^o^d.    This  also 

mhXl  ^«  ^"   ""^^^^  materials, 

"    ^^'  '"^'■e  finely  ground  the  more 


NOTICE 

iTJews^Rllifl^^^^  °^  the  Weekly 

T  '^?dpS"?v^"  ^^  ""d^r  revision. 

'^Mesire  that  we  continue  your 

on  our  ist  to  receive  this  pub- 
is's V"^"'"^"^^"^  »^^- 
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43,138  MEAT  CARCASSES 
INSPECTED    IN    MONTH 

MEAT  Hygiene  Division  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Harri^urg, 
reports  that  during  the  month  of 
March  43,138  carcasses  were  slaught- 
ered and  passed  luider  State  Inspec- 
tion. During  the  same  period  2,477,069 
pounds  of  meat  and  meat  products 
and  1,233,507  pounds  of  edible  organs, 
such  as  hearts,  tongues,  and  livers, 
were  produced. 

The  Department  reports  that  32 
abattoirs  are  now  operating  under 
oflScial  State  Inspection.  The  State 
College  Abattoir  located  at  State  CJol- 
lege,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  latest  addi- 
tion to  the  growing  family.  State  In- 
spection was  granted  to  that  institu- 
tion on  Tuesday,  April  9,  1940.  Inspec- 
tion was  withdrawn  from  two  abattoirs 
recently.  One  upon  request  of  the 
owner  pending  new  construction  and 
one  for  violation  of  regulations.  There 
are  at  the  present  time,  applications 
for  State  Inspection  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Department  from  four 
other  abattoirs. 


readily  will  action   take  place   in  the 
soil. 

Law  Observance  Urged 

"All  these  products  come  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lime 
Law,  passed  and  enforced  for  the  pro- 
tection of  agriculture.  No  matter  what 
form  or  type  of  liming  material  used, 
it  is  urged  to  see  that  it  is  sold  under 
proper  guarantees  and  labeling.  The 
soil  must  be  first  reckoned  v/ith.  In- 
telligent use  of  lime  produces  satisfac- 
tory results,  while,  if  lime  is  applied 
merely  because  it  is  believed  the  soil 
requires  it,  doubtless  it  will  cause  much 
harm  and  loss  of  crops,  as  well  as  a 
loss  in  terms  of  dollars  and  cents. 
Lime  should  be  purchased  only  on  the 
basis  of  the  oxide  content,  that  is,  the 
sum  of  the  calcium  and  magnesium 
oxides  guaranteed. 

"In  the  use  of  some  lime  compounds 
which  are  known  as  gas-lime  and 
calcium  carbide  waste,  while  these 
products  have   agricultural   value,   but 


since  there  is  a  possibility  that  these 
by-products  may  pontain  impulrities 
from  the  manufacture  of  gases,  it  is 
important  that  the  impurities  be  re- 
moved so  far  as  is  practicable  and 
possible.  Products  of  this  type  should 
be  exposed  to  the  air  before  application 
is  made,  or  applied  sometime  before 
the  crop  is  planted.  The  impurities 
from  the  gas  may  prove  injurious  to 
the  seed,  and  if  the  above  simple  pre- 
caution is  taken  better  crops  will  result, 
"Use  liming  materials  judiciously- 
wisely,  and  note  when  an  unlabeled, 
unguaranteed  product  is  purchased,  it 
only  assists  to  defeat  the  purposes  and 
intent  of  the  Law." 


49,539  CATTLE  TESTED 
IN  APRIL  FOR  BANGS 

■p|URING  the  month  of  April.  Id40 
-L^  there  were  tested  for  Bangs  Dis- 
ease in  this  state  under  the  Individual 
and  Area  Plans,  a  total  of  49,539  cattle 
and  1,924  reactors  were  disclosed,  show- 
ing 3.9%  infection.  To  date  5,114  herds 
containing  101,401  cattle  are  certified 
as  Bangs  Disease  Free,  according  to 
John  H.  Light,  secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Initial  testing  of  all  dairy  cattle  was 
started  in  Lawrence  County  and  in  five 
townships  in  EWe  County  while  similar 
work  was  completed  in  twelve  town- 
ships of  Warren  County,  eleven  town- 
ships in  Lycoming  County  and  one 
township  in  Dauphin  Coimty, 

Now  that  fourteen  counties  are 
Modified  Accredited  Bangs  Disease  Free 
Areas,  and  three  other  counties  have 
been  completely  tested  and  five  others 
partially  tested,  herd  owners  should 
not  find  it  difficult  to  purchase  clean 
animals  for  addition  to  their  herds. 


APPLY  NOW  FOR  1940 
GRAIN  CERTIFICATES 

GRAIN  growers  should  make  appli- 
cation for  1940  inspection  and  cer- 
tification of  wheat,  oats  and  barley  for 
seed  purposes  before  June  1,  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  ad- 
vises. During  1939  agents  of  the  de- 
partment inspected  approximately 
3,500  acres  of  grain  and  certified  over 
2000  acres. 

Since  certification  was  refused  it  was 
pointed  out  to  over  1400  acres  of  ap- 
proximately 400%  of  the  total  acreage 
entered  for  certification,  grain  growers 
who  apply  for  this  service  are  urged  to 
rogue  their  fields  before  they  are  in- 
spected. Inspections  are  made  after 
the  grain  has  turned  color  or  just  prior 
to  harvest  time.  Fields  that  show  a 
mixture  of  other  grains  or  if  weeds 
are  present  they  should  be  rogued  out. 
Because  of  the  short  period  diu"ing 
which  inspections  can  foe  made  it  is 
impossible  to  make  repeat  inspections. 

In  addition  to  being  inspected  for 
disease,  mixture  and  noxious  weeds, 
certified  grain  is  also  tested  for  purity 
and  germination.  Grain  growers  have 
learned  that  the  highest  priced  seed 
is  often  the  cheapest  in  the  end.  The 
protection  certification  affords  it  was 
pointed  out  is  good  insurance  against 
losses  through  crop  failure  due  to  poor 
seed. 

Grain  growers  wishing  to  apply  for 
this  service  should  write  to  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture, Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS   TO  MAY  11,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman    W  .    Anii<1nn    .  .  .  .("oimootirnt    BPR 

Tlumias  M''tf Icr New    .Icrsoy    NH    .  . 

.loacliitii    Hri'rdimr   Farm  .  .  New    .Tersoy    Nil 

Pilio    RnrtlHTR    Connocticut    SCWL 

Ouy  A.  Leader Pt'iuisylvania    SCWL 

Foreman   Poultry  Farm    .  .  Miclii^ran     SCWL 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm    ....  Pennsylvania    S'CVVL 

Gity    A.    Leader    Pennsylvania    SCWL 

Creiifhtfin    Brothers    Indiana     SCWL 

E.    n.    Parmentor Massaolnisetts     RIR     .  . 


Rank 

1 
2 

4 

« 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
2460.35 
2341. .■■>-. 
2238. 0."> 
2237.40 
2237.2.^) 
2224. 2.-. 
2223.70 
2170.20 
21. '50. 80 
2137.4.'. 


Eggs 
To  Date 
2389 
2302 
2132 
2148 
2188 
2152 
2128 
2167 
209.'> 
206.'* 


PRODUCTION    SUMMARY  TO   MAY  11,  1940 


Year 

1938,  all 

1939,  all 

1940,  all 


13  birds 
1 3  birds 
1 3    birds 


Percent 
Production 

ng.ie 

62.41 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

114.73 

134.04 

141.98 


Average  Eggs 

Ptr  Bird 

11. 5. 03 

130.28 

139.79 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Doz. 

23.9 
24.6 
24.2 
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Harrisburg,  May  30,  1940 


GYPSY  m 

^uF  most  serious  pest  infesting  all 

fuif  shade  and  forest  trees  is  the 
■  Moth  It  is  prevalent  mostly  in 
^"•"L  and  Lackawanna  Counties, 
r'^Tn/to  a  statement  by  the  De- 
Kent  of  Agriculture.  Over  a  period 
^lejears,  the  Department  has  not 

"'"ehfcked  the  spread  of  the  insect. 
St  has  1  educed  the  acreage  and  m- 
nsitv  of  the  infestation. 
l!lhe  program  of  spraying,  the  im- 
Itant  feature  of  the  State  and  Fed- 
tl  effort  to  eradicate  the  Gypsy  Moth, 
I  under  way  and  will  continue  through 

ne  Approximately  120  tons  of  Ar- 
nate  of  Lead  and  between  seven  and 
Eht  thousand  gallons  of  Fish  Oil  will 

uced  in  spraying  several  thousand 
vn  properties  and  large  areas  of 
kodland.  Twenty-five  high  powered 
iray  machines  employing  close  to  100,- 
0  "feet  of  heavy  duty  hose,  will  be 
ce.ssar>'  to  reach  from  available  water 
pplies.  cross  mountains  and   valleys 

points  where  the  spraying  will  be 
Ine.  In  some  cases  over  a  mile  and 
[half  of  hose  is  necessary  to  reach 

outlying  infestation. 
The  caterpillar  of  the  Gypsy  Moth 
la  ravenous  feeder  and  it  is  in  this 
tm  that  the  insect  does  its  damage 

foliage  of  many  different  kinds  of 
fees.  These  caterpillars  are  most 
evalent  during  late  May  and  through 
ir.e.  and  it  is  during  this  period  that 

spray  material  is  applied. 
In  addition  to  spraying.  Federal  and 
ate  agencies  have  cleared  thousands 

acres  of  worthless  forest  debris 
[lich  harbois  many   egg   clusters   of 

pest  and  at  the  same  time  inter- 
res  with  spraying  and  other  opera- 
In.'^. 

Another  feature  of  the  work  is  the 
nding  of  tree  trunks  to  trap  the 
|terpillars  as  they  attempt  to  reach 

foliage. 
Several  hundred  unemployed  men 
ve  been  used  on  this  work  from  the 
kinning.  These  men  have  been  se- 
red  through  the  various  local  Em- 
pcy  Relief  headquarters  and  are 
gely  paid  from  emergency  funds. 
[ey  work  under  the  supervision   of 

erienced  State  and  Federal  em- 
(lyees. 


pEED  SAMPLES  SHOW 

IMPROVEMENT 

|VER  3000  seed  samples  have  been 
r  gathered  by  agents  of  the  Penn- 
Ivania  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
J  Seed  Law  enforcement  work  for 
1 1940  season  throughout  the  State. 
^  number  of  samples  exceeds  by 
feral  hundred  any  previous  check  by 
[  Department  in  its  Seed  Law  en- 
pement  work. 

John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
re,  states  that  every  effort  is  being 
*  1  rth  t<)  safeguard  seeds  purchased 
Pnnsyivania  Farmers.  In  check- 
ImLt  '"^"^^^  °^  ^^^  wo^k  during 
Idutr!  /f"'-  ^^^^e  has  been  a 

,  S  '  f^'"'  ^"^  ^he  samples 
Nerrih/"'^^"'^  ^h°^  very  few 
t  n  omS/'^'  °^''^^  seeds  in  vio- 
Ever  ^,^%P^""sylvania  Seed  Law. 
Kution  ^^'^^   ""^y    warrant 

mTZ  iZ}'"'  ^^"^Ple^  taken  by 


byth.  n^^^'^^^ocalseedan- 
^k  the  ~    S'Pa^tment  in  order  to 


m?om^P^^^"^ent  in  order  to 
N  seed.^      ^^"  °^  ^^^^^  ho"^e  pro- 


S/f^^^^^  ICE 
^KEAM  LICENSES 

lAgriSp^'^^ia    Department    of 
W  nZ'  ''P°^ts  a  gradual  in- 

^actu re'^^s.  "iT"'  °'   ^''   ^^^«"^ 
f^^Iastfnn.    ^^"^es  °ver  a  period 

large  tn^  ^v"^'  ^^h  1940  having 
'iat  Of  M  ""^^  °^  "eenses  as  of 
,  addjti     ^  ^• 

[LicensewK°  ^^^^^^^  Manufactur- 
^Mn  thp  *s  also  noted  an  in- 
"^  number  of  applications 
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for  licenses  to  manufacture  Ice  Cream 
by  transient  producers. 

Pennsylvania  is  a  leader  in  the 
manufacture  of  Ice  Cream,  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  con- 
stantly on  the  alert  to  safeguard  the 
quality  of  Ice  Cream  being  offered  for 
sale  in  the  State.  Even  with  a  late 
Spring,  this  increase  in  number  of  li- 
censes indicates  that  manufacturers 
are  making  preparation  for  a  big 
season  in  1940. 


LARGE  INCREASE 
TOMATO  ACREAGE 

PENNSYLVANIA  farmers  have  con- 
tracted with  canners  and  are  now 
planting  approximately  20,000  acres  of 
tomatoes  for  the  1940  canning  season, 
starting  about  August  15,  according  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Harris- 
burg, Pa.  This  acreage,  if  planted  up 
to  present  expectations,  will  be  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  canning  in  the 
State  dating  back  to  1840,  when  the 
first  tomatoes  to  be  successfully  sealed 
in  tin  cans  were  processed  by  H.  W. 
Crosby  at  Lafayette  College,  Easton, 
Pennsylvania.  The  previous  high  acre- 
age was  the  17,400  acreage  planted  in 
1939. 

The  department  states  that  the  to- 
mato canning  industry  of  the  State 
has  recently  taken  a  prominent  po- 
sition in  contributing  to  the  cash  in- 
come of  Pennsylvania  farmers.  Acre- 
age planted  to  this  crop  has  increased 
500%  in  the  past  thirteen  years,  while 
the  cash  income  from  tomatoes  has 
risen  from  $20,000  yearly  to  nearly 
$2,000,000. 

The  larger  percentage  increase  in 
cash  income  over  acreage  increase  is 
due  to  Increased  yields  per  acre  and 
to  higher  quality  production  resulting 
In  increased  payments  per  ton  by  can- 
ners. Much  of  this  Improvement  in 
quality  Is  due  to  the  State  grading  of 
canning  crops  in  recent  years,  the  De- 
partment advises.  In  1939,  the  toma- 
toes from  approximately  93%  of  the 
entire  State  acreage  was  purchased 
under  official  inspection.  Canners  have 
indicated  that  State  grading  will  be 
used  In  1940  to  even  a  greater  extent 
than  In  1939. 


a|>i 


No.  21 


DESTROY    BARBERRY 

CONTROL  BLACK 

STEM  RUST 

W/^ORK  looking  to  the  eradication  of 
▼▼  the  common  or  European  Bar- 
berry and  thus  stop  the  spread  of  the 
black-stem  rust  disease — emanating 
from  the  barberry,  according  to  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture,  was 
recently  renewed  in  the  following 
counties,  Bradford,  Centre,  Crawford, 
Cameron,  Erie,  Huntingdon,  Lacka- 
wanna, Susquehanna,  Tioga,  Warren 
and  Wayne.  Crews  of  from  five  to 
seven  men  are  at  work  destroying  the 
barberry  bushes  in  these  counties. 

The  black-stem  rust  disease  attacks 
and  seriously  affects  the  growth  of  oat, 
wheat  and  barley  crops.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  began  the  work  of 
eradicating  the  black-rust  in  the  fall 
of  1935.  When  a  barberry  bush  is 
found,  all  the  leaves  and  trash  are 
cleaned  away  from  the  crown  of  the 
plant  and  the  cleaned  area  treated 
with  giound  rock  salt.  On  very  small 
bushes  only  a  sprinkling  of  salt  is  used, 
while  larger  bushes  require  quantities 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  plant. 
The  salt  is  spread  evenly  over  and 
around  the  crown  to  a  depth  of  2  or 
3  Inches  and  about  6  to  8  inches  be- 
yond the  outer  canes  of  the  bush. 

Much  of  this  work  is  done  in  co- 
operation with  the  farmers  who  fre- 
quently haul  the  salt  to  the  crews  in 
the  field.  Sometimes  several  neighbors 
get  together  and  form  their  own  eradi- 
cation crews  under  the  supervision  of 
a  State  agent.  They  not  only  work 
their  own  farms  but  also  clean  out 
bushes  on  any  abandoned  land  that 
might  be  found  in  the  community. 

The  results  of  the  work  are  convinc- 
ing to  the  farmer  in  areas  where  the 
common  barberry  was  well  established. 
Many  farmers  from  these  areas  re- 
port that  for  the  first  time  In  more 
than  20  years  they  were  able  to  grow 
oat  crops  that  they  could  thrash.  In 
areas  where  barberries  were  thick  and 
the  Black  Stem-rust  disease  was  se- 
vere, farmers  were  forced  to  cut  their 
oats  while  they  were  still  green  and 
feed  them  in  the  form  of  hay.  During 
the  last  several  years  in  areas  that 
were  freed  from  barberry  bushes,  the 
farmers  have  been  thrashing  oat  crops 
that  ranged  up  to  50  bushels  and  more 
per  acre. 


NOTICE 

'T'HE  Mailing  List  of  the  Weekly 
*News  Bulletin  Is  under  revision. 
If  you  desire  that  we  continue  your 
name  on  our  list  to  receive  this  nub- 
licatlon,  kindly  fill  in  the  blank  be- 
low and  mall  to: 

PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT 
OP  AGRICULTURE.  HARRIS- 
BURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

Kindly  continue  my  name  on  your 
list  to  receive  the  Weekly  News 
Bulletin. 


Name 


Address 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  MAY  18,  1940 


Owner  SUta  Bread 

Norman    W.    AniiVlon    ....  Connecticut    RPR 

Thomas  Met  tier \pw   Joney    NU 

Joachim    Broi-diiiff  Farm .  .  New    .lorsey    *  NH 

Piho   Brothen?    Cotinocticiit      ......  .  .  .  .  SCWL  .  , 

(iuy   A.    IvPadt-r    Pi'imsylvania    SCWL 

Burr's    Poultry    Farm    .  .  .  ppniisylvania    . .SCWF. 

Foreman   Poultry  Farm    .  .  Miohic:an     .  .  .  ! SCWF. 

Ouy    A.    Leader    Pennsylvania SCWL      , 

Creiffhton     Brotherii     ....  Indiana     SCWL 

E.   B.    Parmenter Massachusetts     RIR     .  .  . 


Rank 
1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
A 
7 
H 
» 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
2.")39.00 
2410.00 
2310.25 
2308.85 
2301.15 
2289.05 
2281.95 
22.39.80 
2212.60 
2202.40 


Egg* 
To  Date 
2468 
230fi 
2199 
2210 
2243 
2183 
2206 
2283 
2158 
2125 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MAY  18,  1938-1940 


Year 

1988.  all  18  birds 

1989,  all  18  birds 
1940,    all  18  birds 


Percent  Average  Points  Average  Eggi  Average  Egg  Wt. 

Production            Per  Bird  Per  Bird  Ox.  Pw  Dox. 

•'■.1.27                     118.27  118.43  24.0 

.')S.32                     188.78  134.72  24  6 

62.26                     140.28  148.82  24.2 
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NEWS  BULLETIN 

,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 

»hn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Harrisburg,  June  6,  1940 


No.  22 


It  NCONTRfl^KW)  *?^^ 
'        A  PUBLl 

I    ^PORDING   to    the    Pennsylvania 

i^n?Xent    of    Agriculture,    the 

te  oTthe  commonwealth  is  en- 

nnm  every  county  of  the  State. 

^°'tt  season  of  the  year,  much  dam- 

^' '  r^sXfrom  the  ravages  of  dogs 

t^H. Sets   where    sheep    and    other 

V,  f  frat     Licensing  of  dogs  is  re- 

S   r^he  Act  of  Assembly  for  the 

SSion  of  such  stock  as  well  as  to 

a^  against   the   spread   of    Ratoies 

C  other  diseases.    Licenses  for  dogs 

nn.f  be   secured    from    the    County 

Surers  on  or  before   January    15 

Ud  it  should  be  unnecessary  for  au- 

fhorities  to  urge  obedience  to  the  law. 

kfanv  dogs  owners  faU  to  meet  the  re- 

ELrements  of  the   law   and   for   this 

purpose,  the   Dog   Law    Investigators 

je  employed. 

Every  dog  owner  should  be  familiar 

rith  the  Dog  Law  since  it  affects  and 

enefits  every  person  in  the  Common- 

iiealth.    The   damage   done    by   un- 

lontrolled  dogs  is  considerable.     Dog 

k-ners  will   save   themselves    trouble 

ind  inconvenience   if   they   obey   the 

U  by  having  their  dogs  licensed  and 

fearing  a  tag  at  all   times,   keeping 

Lm  under  control  and  by  making  the 

log  an  asset  and  not  a  liability. 

Dog  ovmers  as  well   as  the   puiblic, 

hould  call  local  police  or  constables 

ind  report    dogs    running    at    large 

khich  are  a  menace  to  public  health 

nd  property.     Every   effort   is   made 

p  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to 

nforce  the  law  efficiently   and   rea- 

Dnably.    The  uncontrolled  dog  is  the 

kal  problem. 


ILL  ENFORCE 

BABY  CHICK  LAW 

PRE  than  200,000  baby  chicks  are 
sold  weekly  on  70  or  more  com- 
munity sales  located  in  various  sec- 
ons  of  the  state,  according  to  the  De- 
trtment  of  Agriculture.  These  chicks 
^e  shipped  to  the  sales  by  hatcheries 
t)m  within  the  state  as  well  as  from 
bt-of-state  hatcheries. 

[investigation   reveals   that    the    sale 
the.S€    chicks    is    frequently    siir- 
fcunded   by    conditions    and    accom- 
Vnied  by  statements  which  come  dan- 
fcrously  near,  or  actually  are.  decep- 
Kely  fraudulent.     To   guard    against 
Jis  condition,  agents   from   the   De- 
jrtment  of  Agriculture  are  making  a 
pfui  check  at  all  Pennsylvania  sales 
determine  that  the  information  re- 
used by  Act  of  Assembly  appears  on 
1  containers    and    cartons    holding 

ULKS, 

"eld  agents  of  the  Department  of 
iricuiture  are  now  checking  up  the 
inditionfi  surrounding  these  sales. 
Tjwunity  sales  owners,  chick  owners 
pa  ail  persons  responsible  for  the  en- 
Ge"^  °f  the  Act  are  urged  to  co- 

cSnn^  ^^°  "^^^'  "°t  carry  out  the 
CT  °^J^^  Act  and  the  regula- 

L  /  '""^^'^^  ^°  a  fine  upon  con- 
pion  for  violation. 


NOTICE 

'^N^wsTlS^^^f  °^  *^^  Weekly 
■  vou  ripH? !l^  ^s  under  revision. 

Ication  1?*^,   ^  ^°  receive  this  pub- 

0?'S7/.2'A  DEPARTMENT 
BtSr^Si™^'    HARRIS- 
^URG.  PENNSYLVANIA 

!tl  Z^^  njy  name  on  your 
lulletln.   ^"^^   *^^    Weekly    News 
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PREVENT  DAMAGE 

BY  TERMITES 

NUMEROUS  requests  for  informa- 
tion indicate  that  the  damage 
caused  by  termites  attract  consideraible 
attention  according  to  the  Department 
of  Agriciilture. 

The  Department  is  prepared  to  ad- 
vise persons  who  have  had  trouble  with 
these  "house-eating"  pests  and  who 
can  no  longer  feed  them.  Termite 
damage  is  always  hidden  inside  wood 
since  the  wingless  workers  dislike  light 
and  remain  under  cover.  They  always 
have  a  contact  (between  the  building 
and  the  soil.  Infestations  by  termites 
are  usually  discovered  after  much 
damage  has  been  done. 

The  following  suggestions  are  made: 
For  Prevention 
(1)  Keep  all  woodwork  away  from  con- 
tact with  the  ground;  (2)  Support  im- 
treated  wood  above  ground  on  a  bar- 
rier of  concrete,  masonry  laid  in  ce- 
ment mortar,  or  wood  that  has  been 
impregnated  with  chemical  wood  pre- 
servatives toxic  to  termites,  such  as 
creosote  or  some  of  the  coal  tar  prod- 
ucts; (3)  Fill  cracks  in  concrete, 
masonry  walls,  floors  and  foundations 
with  cement  mortar;  (4)  Maintain  a 
metal  shield  as  a  barrier  below  wood 
to  be  insulated  from  groimd  when 
necessary;  (5)  Provide  adequate  drain- 
age of  soil  beneath  and  around  any 
structures  susceptiible  to  termite  attack. 

For  Repair  and  Control 
(1)  Close  all  avenues  between  ground 
and  the  material  to  be  protected  by 
imposing  barriers  of  metal,  concrete  or 
chemically  treated  wood;  (2)  Remove 
all  structural  unsound  materials  and 
destroy  all  material  which  contains 
termites  (replacement) ;  (3)  Poison  the 
ground  at  point  where  termite  run- 
ways leave  it.  For  this  purpose  any  of 
the  following  chemicals  are  suggested: 
Saturated  aqueous  solution  of  copper 
sulphate  or  of  sodium  fluosilicate,  a 
saturated  aqueous  solution  of  borax, 
full   strength   crude   liquid   orthodich- 


CERTIFIED  SEED 

REQUESTS  DUE 

APPLICATIONS  for  State  inspection 
of  potato,  wheat,  oats  and  barley 
plantings  for  certified  seed  purposes 
are  due  June  15,  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  at  Harrisburg  announced 
today. 

Last  year  92  potato  growers  applied 
for  inspection  and  certification  of  1,208 
acres  of  potatoes  for  seed  purposes. 
More  than  183,166  bushels  of  certified 
seed  were  produced  in  the  State  in 
1939.  Because  of  the  heavy  demand  for 
certified  seed,  many  seed  potato  grow- 
ers reported  that  they  could  have  sold 
twice  as  much  seed  as  they  produced. 
Many  orders  were  received  after  the 
certified  crop  was  exhausted. 

Certified  seed  potatoes  are  primarily 
inspected  for  those  diseases  that  can 
only  be  identified  while  the  plants  are 
growing  in  the  field.  These  diseases  are 
known  as  the  virus  diseases  and  cause 
heavy  losses  to  our  potato  growers  each 
year.  Unless  a  potato  grower  has  per- 
sonal information  in  regard  to  the  free- 
dom from  these  diseases  of  the  seed 
potatoes  he  is  buying,  he  should  buy 
only  certified  stock. 

Fields  to  be  certified  must  meet  cer- 
tain requirements  in  regard  to  free- 
dom from  these  virus  diseases.  In  fact, 
most  fields  entered  for  certification  are 
"rogued,"  which  consists  of  pulling  out 
and  removing  all  diseased  plants. 

In  addition  to  the  potato  acreage 
certified,  3,415  acres  of  grain  were  in- 
spected for  certification.  That  only 
2,008  acres  qualified  for  certification 
indicates  that  large  quantities  of  grains 
sown  with  non-certified  seed  each  year 
are  not  giving  the  grain  grower  the 
maximum  production  possible  with  cer- 
tified seed.  In  1939  the  State  rejected 
41  percent  of  the  total  acreage  entered, 
due  primarily  to  disease,  varietal  mix- 
ture and  noxious  weeds. 

Each  year,  during  the  grain  seeding 
season,  the  Department  receives  nu- 
merous requests  for  information  rela- 
tive to  available  sources  of  seed.  Only 
those  growers  who  ordered  their  seed 
supply  early  were  able  to  secure  certi- 
fied stock  in  past  years. 

Seed  certification,  whether  it  covers 
potatoes  or  grain,  is  not  a  cure-all,  but 
is  good  insurance  against  the  reduction 
of  yields  through  those  diseases  that 
can  be  eliminated  by  certification,  ac- 
cording to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture. 

Applications  for  grain  certification 
should  be  sent  in  immediately,  espe- 
cially where  winter  barley  is  to  be 
placed  under  inspection.  Winter  barley 
has  already  headed  and  in  some  cases 
is  beginning  to  change  color.  Grain  in- 
spections are  made  within  two  weeks 
prior  to  the  time  thel  crop  is  harvested. 


lorobenzene,  or  chrystalline  paradich- 
lorobenzene;  (4)  Introduce  these  ma- 
terials into  termite  galleries  In  ma- 
terials which  must  be  left  in  contact 
with  the  ground;  (5)  Inspect  fre- 
quently after  repairs  or  treatment  for 
new  runways  built  over  the  barrier. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS  TO   MAY  25,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman   W.   Aniidon    ....  Connecticut      BPR 

Thomas    Mettler     Now    Jersey     NH 

.Joachim   Dreedinff  Farm    .  New    Jersey     NH 

(tuy    A.     Leader     Pennsylvania    SCWL     . 

Piho     Brothers     Connecticut       SCWL 

Burr's    Poultry    Farm     .  .  .  Pennsylvania     SCWL     . 

Foreman    Poultry  Fann    .  .  Michipan     SCWL 

(Juy    A.    Leader    Pennsylvania     SCWL 

Creiphton    Brothers    Indiana     SCWL 

E.    B.     Parmenter     Massaehusetts      RIH     .  . 


Rank 
1 
2 

3 
4 

a 

7 

8 

9 

10 


Points 
To  Date 

2607.0.5 
2480.70 
2.380. .OO 
2374. «5 
230,4. 8.'> 
2344. 2r> 
2326.0.') 
2304.8.'-) 
227.'). 70 
2268.45 


Eggs 
To  Date 

2.'-)27 
2432 
2264 
2311 
2268 
2234 
2247 
229.5 
2212 
2186 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  MAY  25,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all  13  hirds 

1939,  all  13  hirds 

1940,  all  13  hirds 


Percent  Average  Points 

Production  Per  Bird 

51.16  121.77 

68.44  143.36 

62.0.5  1.50.33 


Average  Eggs  Average   Egg  Wt. 
Per  Bird  Oz.  Per  Doz. 

121.77  24.0 

139.08  24.6 

147.69  24.2 


NATIONAL  DAIRY  SHOW 
HARRISBURG,  PA.  OCT.  12-19,  1940 
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PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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WE 
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.   c  .PCdW^class  Matter,  ^m 

teredassec^     l.lHHAi:'         <'^. 


23,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Ck)ngress,  June  6,  1900. 


%ohn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricaltare 


:rees  by 

f  AGRICULTURE  MEN 

"td  Sie  Ufe  of  trees  principally 

'fppVe!  Cherry  and  all  shade 

belSg  waged  by  the  pepart- 


^""I'beS  wied^y  the  Depart- 

,  ^,  Agriculture  in  five  different 

ies     recording  to  a  report   for 

"u"?pLn?lnJustryoftheDe. 

K^ment  there  are  26  crews  compris- 

"'^  0  al  of  513  men  now  fighting  to 

;?e  iJe  the  Gypsy  Moth  in  Car- 

on  Lackawanna.  Luzerne.  Monroe  and 

;avnc  Counties. 

ihis  work  of  exterminating  the 
:vnsv  Moth  by  the  department  already 
bas  saved  thousands  of  trees  in  the 

The  Gvpsy  Moth  pests,  which  feeds 

in  the  leaves  of  trees,  is  a  foreigner. 

It  does  not  take  long  for  a  number 

If  them  to  entirely  denude  a  tree  of 

Is  leaves.    Representatives  of  the  Bu- 

eau  point  out  that  the  future  welfare 

.  our  great  state  forests   and   farm 

rchards  are  being  safe  guarded.     It 

ame  to  Pennsylvania  from  the  New 

,igland  states.    In  1869  a  number  of 

^g  clusters  were  brought  from  France 

)Medford,  Massachusetts  by  a  French- 

lian  who  had  the  idea  he  could  cross 

be  Gypsy  Moth  with  the  Silk  Worm 

loth  and  thus  produce  a  hardy  and 

ctive  race  of  silk  producing  insects. 

the  course  of  his  experiments,  the 
or>'  goes,  some  of  the  Gypsy  Moth 
aterpillars  escaped.  Within  twenty 
ears  records  show  that  the  Gypsy 
loth  has  extended  its  ravishes  in  all 

the  New  England  states.  And  at 
bat  time  the  fight  to  control  it  was 
Eg:un  in  Massachusetts.  That  fight 
as  taken  up  by  the  Department  of 
friculture  of  this  state  in  1932. 

Lures  to  Kill  Moths 

Records  show  the  Department  in  the 
Bst  eight  years  has  cut  down  the 
umber  of  Gypsy  Moth  clusters  in  this 
Jte  to  a  vanishing  point  in  many 
^TOships  where  it  had  flourished.  The 
ct  that  the  female  Gypsy  Moth  can- 
Dt  fly  on  account  of  the  heaviness  of 

creative  system  has  helped  to  era- 
Icate  them  in  this  state.  Represen- 
Jtivps  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 
B-'try  after  captiu-ing  the  female 
oths  place  their  bodies  in  benzene 
here  they  soak  for  a  year.  The  ben- 
le  is  then  placed  in  small  perfor- 
ed  tin  cans  which  are  placed  in  the 
chards  and  forests,  where  the  larvae 

the  moth  has  never  been  found. 
pound  the  cans  are  strewed  large 
^as  of  sticky  material.  The  scent 
janatmg  from  the  boxes  attracts  the 
i"e  Gypsy  Moth  and  thus  the  pres- 
«e  of  a  slight  infestation  in  that 
™cuiar  area  is  discovered  and  de- 

oyed. 

Work  Done  In  May 

jere  are  other   ways    of   stopping 

F^  pest.    One  is  to  scout  the  area 

esg  mas.ses:   the   female   deposits 

u  ooo  eggs  at  a  time.    These  eggs 

h^  ^l  ^^'  ^'^  a^d  on  fence 
^,  underside  of  stones  that  are  lying 

fees  tP      !^  ?^  spraying  them  with 

IV  n.  n  •fiP^*^^'"    "method     is     the 

^'ng  with   a   composition    of    ar- 
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senate  of  lead  and  fish  oil;  third 
method,  not  so  frequently  used  is  plac- 
ing burlap  around  the  tree  trunks 
which  cateh  the  larvae  when  they  at- 
tempt to  leave  the  trees. 

For  some  reason  known  only  to 
themselves  the  larvae  on  hoit  days 
always  leave  the  trees  in  the  morning 
and  return  in  the  evening.  The 
Monthly  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  in  regard  to  the  Gypsy  Moth 
control  reads  as  follows: 

"The  program  of  spraying,  the  most 
important  feature  of  the  eradication 
work,  got  underway  the  week  of  May 
20  and  wrill  continue  through  June. 
Approximately  120  tons  of  arsenate  of 
lead  and  about  7,500  gallons  of  fish 
oil  will  be  used  in  spraying  numerous 
town  properties  or  large  woodland 
areas.  Twenty-six  high  power  spray 
machines  using  more  than  100,000  feet 
of  heavy  duty  hose  necessary  to  reach 
available  water  supplies,  will  be  em- 
ployed in  this  work.  In  some  cases 
over  1*/^  miles  of  hose  will  be  re- 
quired to  reach  outlying  infestations. 
Territory  to  be  treated  is  located 
chiefly  in  Luzerne  and  Lackawanna 
with  small  areas  in  adjoining  counties." 


STOP  FLEA  BEETLES 
SAVE  GARDEN  TRUCK 

WARNING  is  given  by  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  that 
control  measures  should  be  enforced 
without  delay  to  stop  the  flea  beetles 
who  are  now  in  numbers  attacking  cer- 
tain truck  and  garden  crops,  partic- 
ularly Including  tomatoes,  potatoes  and 
radishes. 

The  beetles  are  small,  black,  and  get 
their  common  name  from  the  fact  that 
they  jump  much  like  a  flea  when  they 
are  disturbed.  There  are  several  dif- 
ferent species  and  all  do  considerable 
damage  by  small  holes  which  they  eat 
through  the  leaves. 

Sprays  with  Bordeaux  mixtures  serve 
as  repellents  to  these  insects.  Thorough 


FACTS  AND  HINTS 

DATE  Of  holding  Mifflin  Coimty  Fair 
has  been  changed.  The  fair  will 
Ibe  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mifflin  Agricultural  Association  and 
A.  E.  Miller  Secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion, announces  that  the  fair  will  be 
held  August  27-31  both  dates  inclusive 
Instead  of  August  20-24  as  originally 
intended. 


AGRICULTURAL  salt  placed  around 
the  crown  of  the  barberry  plant  in 
quantities  varying  with  size  of  the 
plant  has  proven  a  most  effective 
means  of  eradicating  barberry  bushes. 
When  bushes  are  dug  out,  root  parts 
left  in  the  soil  sprout  and  develop  new 
bushes. 


THE  late  cool,  wet  spring  has  re- 
tarded pasture  grasses  but  many 
pasture  weeds  keep  right  on  growing 
Bluegrass  will  start  heading  soon  and 
unless  grazing  is  heavy  during  the 
next  two  weeks,  clipping  will  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  weeds  and  bluegrass  under 
control. 

The  mower  may  be  set  to  clip  closely. 
This  will  encourage  the  white  clover, 
help  scatter  droppings  and  promote 
more  uniform  grazing.  The  best  way 
to  control  weeds  in  pastures  is  to  crowd 
them  out  by  good  treatments  which 
encourage  the  bluegrass  and  white 
clover.  Bluegrass  does  not  need  to  go 
to  seed  to  perpetuate  itself,  but  most 
weeds  do.  Therefore,  clip  the  pastures 
early  in  Jime  and  plan  to  do  it  again 
in   August. 


FARMERS  who  are  just  getting 
high-line  electric  service  will  play 
safe  by  not  rating  the  force  of  the  new 
source  of  power  too  lightly.  Frequent 
reports  are  heard  of  livestock  being 
killed  by  a  homemade  electric  fence 
device  or  unapproved  controller.  The 
most  recent  item  was  about  a  pig  a 
farmer's  son  was  trjdng  to  train.  It 
was  pure  luck  that  the  boy  was  not 
killed  as  was  the  pig. 

Wisconsin  has  established  safety 
standards  for  all  electric  fences  that 
may  be  legally  used  in  that  State.  One 
of  the  requirements  is  a  ground  at  the 
controller  and  prevents  a  breakdown 
from  charging  the  wire  too  highly. 
Shocks  th,at  men  could  barely  feel 
knocked  over  a  child.  What  may  be 
amply  safe  on  a  dry  day  may  kill  on 
a  wet  one.  It  does  not  pay  to  take 
chances  to  save  a  few  dollars. 


dusting  with  dust  mixtures  containing 
1%  of  rotenone  are  effective.  This 
material,  the  department  points  out, 
is  found  on  the  market  under  various 
trade  names  and  in  purchasing  it,  the 
buyer  should  be  guided  by  the  per- 
centage of  rotenone  present.  Rote- 
none has  the  advantage  of  being  highly 
toxic  to  certain  insects  and  not  toxic 
to  warm-blooded  animals,  when  used 
according  to  direction.  Many  of  these 
rotenone  mixtures  are  registered  with 
the  department  as  are  all  other  in- 
secticides which  are  sold  in  the  state. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JUNE  1,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman  W.   Amidon    ....  Connecticut      BPR 

Thomas    Mettler     New  Jersey    NH 

Guy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania    S'CWL 

.Toachim  Breedinj?  Farm .  .  New  Jersey    NH 

Piho  Brothers    . Connecticut    SCWL 

Burr's    Poultry    Farm    .  .  .  Pennsylvania    SCWL 

Foreman   Poultry  Farm    .  .  Michijfan      SCWL 

Guy    A.    Leader    Pennsylvania    SCWL     . 

Crpiphton   Brothers Indiana     SCWL 

E.   B.   Parmenter Massachusetts     RIR     .  . 


Rank 
1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
2«fi7.40 
2'i47.10 
24.'>0.65 
2449.60 
2411.45 
2393.20 
2367.05 
23.')9.80 
2337.25 
2381.20 


Eggs 
To  Date 

2.')84 
2494 
2881 
2328 
2312 
2279 
2285 
2347 
2269 
2244 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JUNE  1,  1938-1940 

Average  Points 


Year 

1988,  all   18  birds 

1939,  all   18  birds 

1940.  all   13  birds 


Percent  Average  Points  Average  Eggs  Average  Egg  Wt. 
Production             Per  Bird  Per  Bird  Oz.  Per  Doz. 

51.06  125.30  125.10  24.0 

58.51  147.84  143.85  24.7 

81.78  154.24  151.37  24.2 
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PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  />  5  /!/  3 

NEWS  BULLETIN 

iclassy^ttt*,  Juhg^,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,   under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 

f',  ,  o  ->  .        'J^hn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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!SSE  CONTROL 

nir  united   States   Department    of 

^lirulture.  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
I  f  "  ,n  fhe  report  submitted  to 
r  Mn  1940  in  connection  with  Fed- 
teste  cooperative  Bang's  disease 
tS  v^^rk.  shows  the  following  rat- 
L  nf  Pennsylvania. 

th  in  "he  number  of  herds  tested 
.  ,:_„  oast  70  months. 
r4"h  in  the  number  of  cattle  tested 
Lrin-  the  past  70  months. 

iflth  in  the  number  of  cattle  m  m- 
[red  herds  during  the  past  70  months. 

:th  in  the  number  of  herds  contain- 
er infection. 

I  eth  in  the  number  of  negative  tested 
Lrd':  during  the  past  70  months, 
hrd  in  the  number  of  cattle  in  nega- 
L  tested  herds  during   the   past   70 

■orths 

I  nth  in  the  number  of  herds  under 
:;cral-State   supervision    during    the 
BC-  70  months. 

hh  in  the  number  of  cattle  under 
federal-State  supervision  during  the 
ist  70  months. 

[i  r  in  the  number  of  herds  on  list 
Uiting  test. 

JL^t  in  the  number  of  cattle  tested 
Lrir.'?  'he  month  of  April. 
hi&y  31.  1940,  there  were  56,093  herds 
fcn.nsting  of  482,158  cattle  tested  for 
are's  disease  under  Federal-State 
hpTvision. 


:28  CATTLE  TESTED 
IN  MAY  FOR  BANGS 

kURING  the  month   of    May,    1940 

'  there  were  tested  for  Bangs  Dis- 

l?e  in  this  state  under  the  individual 

pd  area  plans,  a  total  of  54,728  cattle 

jir  2,C'51  reactors  were  disclosed.     Of 

num*;pr  28,261  were  tested  under 

|e  area  plan  and  1,275  reactors  were 

Jind.  To  date  5.122  herds  containing 

12,085  cattle  have  qualified  as  Bang's 

|Kase  Free    according    to    John    H. 

ght.  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

|The  initial  testing  of  all  dairy  cattle 

completed  in  Lawrence  County  and 

i  f.ve  townships  in  Erie  County  while 

lilar  work  was  started  in  twenty-two 

riships  of  Mercer  County.     The  re- 

i~'"7  of  previously  infected  herds  was 

phfd  in  Venango,  Indiana,   Jeffer- 

h.  Clarion,    Forest,    Elk,    Cameron, 

f'ler.     Clearfield      and       Wyoming 

pnties. 

420  townships  have  now  been  com- 
ply tested  one  or  more  times  and 
townships  are  signed  up  awaiting 
le  test.       

[EEP  LIVESTOCK  FEED 
^  FREE  FROM  POISON 

[HE  Department  of  Agriculture  aims 
[constantly  to  keep  agriculture  in 
f  nsyivania  at  a  high  standard  and 
Tpnasizes  that  one  matter  of  great 
Fe.-t  is  the  problem  of  successful 
jamg  of  livestock,  in  this  connec- 
^  the  department  offers  following 
^estions: 

Ijhen  trouble  with  your  stock  and 
P'i>'  arises  immediately  consult  a 
C        ''P''*^"y  if  you  suspect 

fen?  Tl  ^  ^^^^  w^^ich  you 
r's  intended  for  the  animal  to  be 
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FULTON  VOTES  DOWN 
SOIL  CONSERVATION 

JOHN  H.  LIGHT,  Chairman  of  State 
Soil  Conservation  Board  in  an- 
nouncing today  that  a  referendum 
vote  on  the  creation  of  a  soil  conserva- 
tion district  held  in  Fulton  County 
recently  is  of  State  wide  interest,  said: 

"There  are  now  four  so-called  soil 
conservation  districts  in  Pennsylvania 
and  several  applications  are  pending 
for  the  creation  of  such  districts  as 
provided  for  in  the  Act  of  Assembly  of 
1937.  A  month  ago  an  election  was 
held  by  farmers  in  Jefferson  County 
who  did  not  approve  the  creation  of 
such  district  and  the  result  in  Fulton 
County  yesterday  was  no  better.  In 
Fulton  County  there  are  approximately 
1,350  farmers  and  only  519  of  these 
farmers  voted;  477  voting  against  the 
proposition  and  42  voting  in  favor  of 
it.  Those  voting  for  the  proposition 
represented  7,125  acres  of  land  and 
those   voting  against  it,  72,025  acres." 

W.  S.  Hagar,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  State  Soil  Conservation  Board  con- 
ducted the  election  which  was  held 
under  the  supervision  of  the  board  ac- 
cording to  law. 


fed,  and  if  trouble  is  encountered  do 
not  pass  hasty  judgment.  See  to  it 
that  all  feeds  are  properly  stored  at 
distances  from  materials  which  you 
known  to  be  harmful. 

"Label  all  poisonous  substances  so 
that  no  mistake  can  be  made  in  hand- 
ling. 

"Keep  your  premises  clean  by  the 
prompt  removal  of  all  manure  or  drop- 
pings. Do  not  fail  to  spray  periodically 
with  a  disinfectant  of  known  merit, 
which  has  been  sold  under  a  reliable 
guarantee.  Guard  against  the  thought- 
less throwing  away  of  empty  paint  cans 
or  /other  containers,  for  cattle  and 
poultry,  have  habits  which  evidence 
curiosity  to  a  high  degree. 

"Your  field  where  cattle  graze  should 
not  be  made  a  dumping  ground  for  all 
manner  of  materials,  which  while  not 
necessarily  poisonous,  may  produce  an 
evil  effect  in  the  event  that  cattle 
have  taken  something  internally  which 
does  not  rightfully  belong  in  a  stomach. 


FACTS  AND  HINTS 

WATCH  for  the  Japanese  beetle.  It 
will  make  its  1940  appearance  in 
a  few  days.  This  is  the  20th  year  since 
the  Japanese  beetle  was  discovered  in 
Pennsylvania. 

XJARVEST  time  is  here  for  the  honey 
'■*■  bee.  The  busy  bee  now  is  in  the 
midst  of  its  main  gathering  honey 
season  in  the  majority  of  counties  in 
Pennsylvania.  Bees  begin  rearing 
broods  early  in  March  using  pollen  and 
nectar  gathered  last  season.  In  April, 
May  and  the  early  part  of  the  month 
these  stores  were  supplemented  by 
pollen  and  nectar  from  willow,  maple, 
dandelion  and  forest  blows. 


nPHE  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
A  advised  that  a  grower  in  Columbia 
County  has  recently  constructed  a 
green  house  100  x  13  feet  in  which 
he  used  only  glass  taken  from  wind- 
shields and  doors  of  junked  automo- 
biles. The  house  is  used  mostly  for 
propagation  and  all  glass  was  procured 
from  one  junk  yard.  Strong  glass  was 
desired  to  vidthstand  hail  and  various 
other  hazards,  including  wild  animals. 
But  this  grower  had  the  unique  ex- 
perience recently  of  having  a  deer 
plunge  through  the  glass  and  after 
running  through  the  house,  up  and 
down  flower  beds,  dashed  through  the 
glass  wall  on  the  opposite  side.  Much 
of  his  greenhouse  stock,  including 
sweet  peas  and  potted  plants,  were 
damaged. 

JN  some  western  states,  the  "English 
■*-  Starhng,"  birds  have  caused  cattle 
owners  considerable  trouble  by  alight- 
ing on  the  backs  of  cattle  and  feeding 
on  the  larvae  of  the  grub  fly  that  are 
imbedded  in  the  skin,  along  the  top 
of  the  backs  of  cattle. 

The  attacking  of  cattle  in  this  man- 
ner causes  the  cattle  to  start  milling 
and  running  and  frequently  results  in 
considerable  damage  to  the  cattle  in 
wounds  and  broken  legs;  in  addition, 
the  breaking  down  of  fences,  feed  racks 
and  sheds.  These  attacks  by  the  birds 
are  due  to  the  inability  of  the  birds  in 
securing  feed  from  the  fields,  caused 
by  heavy  snowfalls. 

Poisoning  grains  to  exterminate  the 
Starlings  has  not  proven  satisfactory 
for  the  reason  that  many  desirable 
birds  are  poisoned  instead  of  the  Star- 
lings. Painting  the  backs  of  the  cattle 
or  the  wounds  with  pine  tar  liquid  has 
been  a  help  as  a  repellent  for  the 
Starlings  and  also  helps  in  the  heal- 
ing of  the  wounds. 

Keeping  the  barn  entrance  screened 
to  prevent  the  Starlings  from  roosting 
in  the  barn  is  a  practical  method  of 
control.  The  Starlings  have  propa- 
gated so  rapidly  in  certain  parts  of 
the  states  that  they  have  driven  out 
many  of  our  useful  and  beautiful  birds 
and  are  becoming  a  menace  and  nuis- 
ance to  many  farmers. 

The  Starlings  were  imported  from 
England  to  destroy  certain  worms  and 
insects  affecting  plant  life  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  and  today,  they  have 
spread  to  all  parts  of  the  country  until 
it  has  become  a  national  problem  of 
controlling   and   eradication. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JUNE  8,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman    W.    Aniirlori    .  .  .  .Coriiipcticut    BPR 

Thomas    Mettler     \p\v  Jprspy    '.'.'.'.'.  MI 

Guy   A.    Loader    Ppimsylvariia    '.'..'..  SrWL 

Joarhim    Brprdiiifr  Farm.  .New   .Jorspy    *  NH 

Piho     nrothprs     Connpcficut    ......!!!'.!  SCWL     , 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm   ....  Ppnnsylvania    *  SCWL 

(Jii.v    A.    Lpadpr .  IVnuRvIvania    .SCWL 

Korpman    Poultry   Farm    .  .Michigan    '.SCWL     . 

Creiphton    Brothers    IiKiijiiia SCWFi 

E.    R.    Parmontor    Massiclnisptts     ....!!.*..  RIB    ... 


Rank 

1 

2 

8 

4 

ft 

H 

7 

8 

9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
2730.15 
2r.l0.8.-| 
2.-.19.15 
2.-)17.3.% 
24fi7.20 
2  436..''>0 
2420.00 
2403.45 
2403. 3."> 
2392.85 


Eggs 
To  Date 
2643 
2554 
2444 
L'S'Jl 
2364 
2319 
2404 
2319 
2331 
2301 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JUNE  8,  1938-1940 


Year 

193S.  all  13  birdR 

1939,  all  13   birds 

1940,  all  13   l)ird« 


Percent 
Production 
50.97 
58.50 
61.62 


Average  Pointi 
Per  Bird 

128.84 
152.10 
158.10 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

128.44 

147.43 

155.02 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Doz. 

24.1 
24. « 
24.3 


NATIONAL  DAIRY  SHOW 
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lEntered  as 


Y  NEWS  BULLETIN 

ne  23,  1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


>OISONO 
LIVESTO 


NACE 


.vrpY  year  thousands  of  dollars  are 

i;sTby  farmers   of   the   State   of 

cl  vania  because  poisonous  plants 

rfftoll  on  livestock.    Often  the 

I  c  knot  reported  to  a  veterinarian 

If  some  one  who  will  make  the  in- 

tnnvter'e  has  been  one  case 
..nnVted  "to  the  Division  of  Botany, 
The  Department  of  Agriculture,  of  the 
of  livestock  by  poisonous  plants. 
np  veterinarian  from  Somerset,  Pa., 
kated  that  three  heifers  had  fteen 
tiled  bv  some  poisonous  plant.  Sev- 
L\  plants  were  sent  in  to  the  De- 
nartnient  of  Agriculture,  Bureau  of 
Jlant  Industry  for  identification.  The 
Blant  responsible  for  the  killing,  un- 
floubtedly  wr.s  Water  Hemlock  (Cicuta 

naculata). 

The  other  common  names  are  poison 
har'^nip.  wild   parsnip,    cowbane,    and 
eaver  poison,   spotted   parsley,   mus- 
[uash  root  and  snakeweed. 
The  water  hemlock  is  a   tall,  erect 
aarsh  plant  from  two  to  six  feet  high. 
le  stems  are  fairly   stout,   streaked 
flth  purple,  bearing  a  few  pale  green, 
joubly  compound   leaves,    and    many 
[lite  flat  clusters  of  very  small,  green- 
fch  white  flowers.    These  flowers  are 
Umilar  in  appearance  to  the  wild  car- 
et or  Queen  Anne's  lace.     The  root 
[onsists  of  a  bunch  of  fleshy,  tapering 
projections  attached  to  the  root  stock. 
The  water  hemlock  is  found  in  local 
itches  in  low,  wet  marshy  land.     It 
always  more  plentiful  after  a  series 
wet  years. 

The  best  method  of  eradication  is 
learn  to  recognize  the  plant  and 
ibb  out  the  roots,  which  should  be 
one  in  early  summer  before  the  seeds 
re  matured.  The  roots  should  then 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  stock 
Qd,  when  dry,  should  be  burned. 
Farmers  in  general  do  not  know  the 
oisonous  plants.  Therefore  the  Bot- 
ny  Division  has  been  called  on  during 
he  summer  months  to  search  pastiu*es 
br  these  poisonous  plants.  Plants  are 
fent  to  the  Departmf^nt  of  Agriculture, 
fureau  of  Plant  Industry  for  identifl- 
ation  and  information  is  sent  out  on 
pquiry. 

Those  interested  in  poisonous  plants 
Hould  write  the  Department  of  Agri- 
Ulture  for  General  Bulletin,  No.  531 
^titled  "Poisonous    Plants    of    Penn- 

I'lvania." 


[940  HUCKLEBERRY 
SEASON  TO  BE  GOOD 

l^MEROUS  forest  fires,  according  to 
tie  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
,^^,,h^ave  been  reported  from  various 

1  f^"^  districts  this  spring.  Some 
Jim  that  these  fires  are  detrimental 
ja  ircm  others  that  they  are  toene- 
hfi  the  huckleberry  crop.  An 
pundance  of  soil  moisture  this  spring 
Bs  encouraged   the    development    of 

2  P^^"ts  which  indicates  a  good 
uckleberry  crop  for  1940. 

KS^'^^u^^"  P°^°"o  Mountains 
IrJ  n  '.°^,^''  '^^^°"s  in  the  north- 
ern crnn\°^  the  state,  a  good  huckle- 
K?.  frl  t  ^  "^^"^  ^^"  to  numlbers. 
'on?  idle  men  and  their  families 


NOTICE 

nL^SII^i  ^'^  °^  th«  Weekly 
yo^d.^"!^  is  under  revision. 
ttCi  ^^  ^^^t  we  continue  your 
Kon\r."^t  to  receive  this  pub- 

;-SdSiV"^"^"^^^^^^- 

I'fcvANlA  DEPARTMENT 
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will  go  into  the  woods  to  gather  the 
berry  which  finds  a  ready  market. 
The  huckleberry  crop  is  a  source  of 
considerable  income  to  these  local 
people  when  the  crop  is  good. 

Years  ago  it  was  necessary,  It  was 
noted  at  the  department,  in  many 
cases  for  the  pickers  to  carry  their 
berries  for  many  miles,  but  agents 
of  commission  houses  purchase  the 
berries  on  the  ground  and  load  them 
into  trucks  for  delivery  to  markets 
many   miles    away. 


180  ACRES  PLANTED 
POTATO  WART  TESTS 

THE  potato  wart  eradication  pro- 
gram, through  chemical  treatment 
of  infected  areas,  started  in  1933  at 
Newtown,  Centre  County,  has  been  ex- 
tended each  year  and  includes  four  in- 
fected gardens  this  year  at  Salisburg, 
Somerset  County,  and  covers  all  known 
infected  areas  in  twenty-four  towns 
and  villages  of  eleven  counties.  In 
eight  of  these  areas,  eradication  has 
been  completed  and  the  areas  released 
from  quarantine. 

Fifteen  areas  treated  between  1934 
and  1939,  and  still  under  quarantine, 
include  64  gardens  which  were  check 
planted  to  susceptible  Rural  potatoes 
between  May  6th  and  20th  of  this 
year.  A  total  of  102  bushels  of  po- 
tatoes were  used  to  plant  these  tests. 

Wart  eradication  by  "spot  treatment" 
has  been  undertaken  in  all  known  in- 
fected gardens  or  areas  in  Banks  Town- 
ship, Cart)on  County.  This  includes 
five  towns  or  villages  with  sixteen  in- 
fected gardens.  These  areas  were  check 
planted  May  23rd  to  28th  with  sus- 
ceptible Rural  potatoes,  using  a  total 
of  25  bushels. 

Field  eradication  experiments  are  in 
progress  in  three  areas:  Silver  Brook, 
Schuylkill  County;  Bemice,  Sullivan 
County;  and  Drifton,  Luzerne  Coimty. 
These  tests  include  a  total  of  44  plots, 
which  were  planted  May  20th  to  29th, 
requiring  a  total  of  56  bushels  of  po- 
tatoes. 


No.  25 


VIGILANCE  KEY  TO 

MASTITIS  CONTROL 

MASTITIS  in  cattle,  strikes  a  vul- 
nerable spot  in  the  economic  pro- 
ductivity of  cattle,  as  well  as  impair- 
ment in  the  physical  aibility  to  pro- 
duce and  rear  off-spring. 

Herd  owners  who  daily  are  in  close 
contact  with  the  members  of  the  herd, 
are  usually  the  best  qualified  to  detect 
variations  in  the  normal  physical  func- 
tions and  natural  behavior  of  the  in- 
dividual cows.  This  is  particularly  true 
in   the  milk  production  of   each  cow. 

Early  detection,  isolation  and  treat- 
ment should  be  the  precept  of  every 
herd  owner  in  his  continued  vigilance 
against  the  warring  forces  of  disease, 
especially  in  mastitis. 

Mastitis  makes  its  appearance  under 
two  roles,  one  a  benign  character  in 
which  the  condition  is  restricted  to 
perhaps  only  one  individual  of  the 
herd,  and  is  non-infectious  in  nature. 
In  the  other  role,  however,  it  appears 
in  a  much  more  sinister  form:  that  of 
a  virulent,  infectious  and  highly  trans- 
missible disease,  the  organisms  of 
which,  being  present  in  the  udder  se- 
cretions can  be  spread  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  every  cow  in  the  herd  would 
at  some  time  be  exposed  to  its  ir- 
reparable  damaging   effects. 

The  herd  owner's  chief  concern  is  to 
determine  as  early  as  possible  whether 
or  not  he  is  dealing  with  infectious 
mastitis.  Every  case  of  mastitis  should 
be  treated  as  a  possible  source  of  in- 
fection to  the  remainder  of  the  herd 
until  proved  otherwise. 

Competent  veterinary  advice  and 
treatment  is  the  principal  factor  in  the 
control  and  eradication  of  this  delbili- 
tating  malady. 

MEATS  PROVIDE 
ESSENTIAL  FOOD 
ELEMENTS 

TPHE  human  body,  through  the  vari- 
-*■  ous  metabolic  processes,  uses  a  very 
great  amount  of  carbohydrates,  pro- 
teins and  fats,  as  well  as  other  essen- 
tial chemical  elements  to  sustain  life. 

Fats  furnish  calories  and  energy, 
while  proteins  build  muscles  and  con- 
trol other  body  functions.  Many  foods 
contain  protein  but  not  all  of  them 
contain  protein  in  a  form  adaptable  to 
building  body  tissue. 

Meat  is  an  ideal  source  of  this  vital 
element  because  muscle  tissue  is  being 
used  to  build  muscle.  Meat  also  is  a 
very  good  source  of  phosphorus,  iron, 
copper,  as  well  as  many  valuable  vita- 
mins. 

The  vitamins  usually  found  in  qual- 
ity meats  are  A,  B,  G,  and  small 
amounts  of  vitamins  C  and  D.  The 
vitamins,  speaking  collectively,  prevent 
certain  inflammations,  nervous  dis- 
orders, scurvy,  rickets,  pellagra-like 
symptoms  and  are  greatly  responsible 
for  good  body  resistance. 

The  glandular  meats  such  as  the 
liver,  heart,  brain  and  kidney  are  es- 
pecially rich  in  vitamins,  iron,  copper, 
phosphorus,  protein  and  should  be 
eaten  more  often  by  everyone. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG   LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JUNE  15,  1940 


Owner  state  Breed 

Norman    W.    Amidon     .  .  .  Connecticut      BPH 

Thomas  Mcttlcr    Now   Jersey    NH      .  .  . 

.loacliim   Brcedinsf  Farm    .  New   Jersey    NH      .  .  . 

iiny    A.    l.eadtr     Pennsylvania     ...» SCWL     . 

Piho   RrotherR    Connecticut    SCWL     . 

(}uy   A.    LeadiT    Pennsylvania      SCWL     . 

Blur's    Poultry    Kami     .  .  .  I'ennsylvania      ...I SCWL     . 

Creisrht<»n    Biodicrs    Indiana     SCW[.     . 

E.    B.     Parnii  lifer     Massarhusetts    RIR     .  .  . 

Foreman  Poultry  Farm    .  .  Mirliisran     SCWL     . 


Rank 
1 
2 
H 
4 
') 
r, 
7 
H 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
2797.55 
2673.75 
2579.95 
2590.70 
2522.70 
2486.80 
2485.95 
2460.55 
245.S.30 
2438.05 


Eggs 
To  Date 
2706 
261S 
2449 
2510 
2416 
2467 
2365 
2384 
2357 
2351 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JUNE  15,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all    13  birds 

1939,  all    13  birds 

1940,  all   13  birds 


Percent 
Production 
50.87 
58.50 
61.26 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

132.3r, 

156.39 

lf.1.95 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

131.7'. 

151.53 

158.«»i 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Doi. 
24.1 
24.6 
24.4 


HARRISBURG,  PA.  OCT.  12-19,  1940 
NATIONAL  DAIRY  SHOW 
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John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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PROTECT  eVEKCKEENS 
ROM    KED    MITES 

*'  ca?e  ul  y  at  frequent  intervals 
^''"  fhrmonths  of  July  and  August 
'"""E  nrSe  of  red  mites  (red 
K^  aS  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
P'^nt  0  Agriculture.  There  are 
•'^^'"  sD^  esif  this  pest  which  at- 
;r  raSly  all  the  ever^reens^ 
rhev  are  small  creatures,  and  may 
^  K.  escape  notice,  thus  are  able  to 
''iSuD  S^large  numbers  before  their 
If  nee  i^made  evident  by  the  brown- 
'IgTnd  drying  up  of  the  infested  plant 

'  w'  species  of  red  mites  may  be 
Jv  detected  by  the  presence  of  silk- 
m  webs  which  resemble  spider  webs. 
rhe  webs  are  seldom  heavy  and  are 
inly  noticeable  when  one  is  looking  for 

To  control  these  pests,  spray  the  in- 
Ested  tree  as  soon  as  the  pests  are 
(Cticed  with  a  solution  made  from  any 
If  the  well-known  summer  spray  oils. 
jse  enough  oil  to  make  from  114  to 
re  of  oil,  and  add  one  pint  of  nicotine 
Jphate  containing  40%  of  nicotine  to 
.ch  100  gallons  of  spray.  In  applying, 
lake  sure  to  cover  all  parts  of  the 
•ee  since  only  such  mites  as  are  hit 
ill  be  killed'  It  is  important  that 
lese  pests  be  controlled  to  insure  good 
igorous  trees,  but  growers  should 
lake  certain  that  they  are  using  a 
immer  spray  oil. 


[EEP  SWINE  HEALTHY 

'HE  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture, Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
f,  Division  of  Miscellaneous  Diseases, 
ecommends  that  the  following  Com- 
non  Sense  Precautions  be  observed  in 
rder  that  hog  cholera  may  be  con- 
Irolled  and  eradicated  in  Pennsylvania. 
these  few  simple  precautions  are  ad- 
ored to,  it  will  result  in  the  herd 
RTier  having  a  disease-free  swine 
erd.  which  is  the  foundation  and  first 
^erpquisite  for  the  successful  and  eco- 
cmical  production  of  pork. 

NOT  Buy  sick  hogs. 

NOT  Waste  money  and  time  on 
I  so-called  cholera  cures,  but  employ 
I  professional  service. 

NOT  Buy  exceedingly  cheap  hogs 
land  pigs  unless  you  know  why  the 
|n\-ner  is  sacrificing  them. 

NOT  Buy  hogs  from  several  dif- 
Ifprent  people  and  put  them  all  to- 
gether, or  with  your  own  hogs,  until 
I  you  are  sure  no  sickness  exists. 

NOT  Go  near  a  premise  where 
there  are  sick  hogs,  or  allow  anyone 
handling  sick  hogs  to  visit  yoiu:  pens 
land  lots. 

NOT  Purchase  pigs  from  public 
■ales  or  stock  yards  unless  they  are 
vaccinated  or  intended  for  immediate 

1  Slaughter. 

,,  ^^J"  Take   chances   with   la   sick 
\^^-  but  isolate  it,  and  consult  your 

l^eterlnarian. 

iipiJ^J  ^'"^"•^P°^^  any   movable   ob- 
im  from  premises  where   infection 

inL^f'"!^^^  ^^^^^  ^^y  possibly  carry 
T'tJ?;!,^  "material  to  your  premises. 

licpc  n\r^  careless  about  your  prem- 
I'-fs  and  swine. 


NOTICE 

pHE  Mailing  List  of  the  Weekly 
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BLACK   STEM 

RUST  CONTROL 

PROGRESSING 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  during  the 
month  of  May,  56,448  common  bar- 
berry bushes  were  destroyed  on  166 
properties  in  North  Western  and  North 
Eastern  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
quiring 33,403  pounds  of  salt  for  the 
treatment. 

Common  barberry  serves  as  the  al- 
ternate host  plant  for  the  spread  of 
Black  Stem  Rust  on  oats,  wheat  and 
other  cereals.  By  the  removal  of  the 
barberry  from  the  rural  areas,  farmers 
are  able  to  reduce  the  loss  in  yield  of 
cereal  crops  due  to  this  disease. 


CHERRY  HARVEST 
STARTS 

GROWERS  in  the  principal  fruit 
producing  counties  of  the  state, 
according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  are  now  harvesting 
their  crops  of  sweet  and  sour  cherries, 
the  principal  counties  for  this  produc- 
tion being  Adams,  Franklin  and  Erie, 
where  canners  and  cold-packers  pur- 
chase the  bulk  of  the  fruit  for  can- 
ning or  freezing,  so  that  cherries  are 
available  the  year  around. 

The  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture has  inspectors  grading  the  loads 
of  cherries  received  by  processors  in 
the  State.  Through  this  inspection 
service  it  is  possible  for  growers  to  re- 
ceive full  value  for  their  crops,  can- 
ners and  packers  to  receive  quality  of 
a  high  standard,  and  the  consumer 
will  receive  the  best  quality  obtainable 
in  the  processed  article. 


ELEVEN     HUNDRED 
NURSERIES    INSPECTED 

NURSERY  inspectors  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agricul- 
ture are  now  inspecting  the  growing 
stock  in  the  various  nurseries  through- 
out the  state,  according  to  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Dis- 
ease and  pest-free  nurseries  will  be 
certified  for  the  protection  of  the 
growers  as  well  as  the  buyers  of  such 
nursery  stock.  This  certification  is  for 
the  coming  year,  beginning  October  1, 
1940,  and  ending  September  30,  1941. 
During  the  current  inspection  year, 
there  have  been  1100  nurseries  in- 
spected and  certified,  a  gain  of  135 
over  the  previous  year.  In  addition  to 
this,  500  dealers  in  nursery  stock  have 
been  certified  and  389  non-resident 
nurseries  have  applied  for  and  received 
certification  to  sell  stock  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


DISEASED  BEES 

SHOULD    BE 

DESTROYED 

FOURTEJEN  apiary  inspectors  are 
working  in  the  Western  counties 
of  the  State,  making  a  careful  inspec- 
tion of  conditions  in  the  apiaries  of 
that  region,  according  to  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Where 
disease  is  found,  a  fourteen-day  notice 
is  given  to  treat  or  destroy  colonies 
affected.  It  is  usually  best  to  destroy 
these  colonies  as  soon  as  they  are 
found,  since  if  exposed  during  the  ac- 
tive season  for  bees,  disease  is  sure 
to  spread  to  healthy  colonies. 

Burning  colonies  affected  with  Am- 
erican Foulbrood  is  the  surest  and 
most  economical  method  of  controlling 
this  disease.  The  Inspector  will  assist 
as  much  as  possible  in  such  cases,  but 
the  bee-keeper  is  urged  to  act  promptly 
in  order  to  save  the  extra  time  and 
expense  of  making  a  second  trip  to 
check  on  the  thoroughness  of  the  Job. 
In  addition,  there  is  always  a  chance 
of  spreading  disease  from  a  colony 
which  has  been  left  in  the  bee  yard 
to  be  treated  or  destroyed  later. 


CANNERY  SEASON 
OPENS 

THE  middle  of  June,  says  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  saw 
the  opening  of  the  1940  canning  seas- 
on in  Pennsylvania,  when  the  harvest 
of  peas  started  in  the  south-central 
counties  of  Adams,  York,  Franklin  and 
Lancaster.  Otheir  counties  further 
north  or  of  higher  altitudes,  such  as 
Coliunbia  and  Somerset,  started  the 
canning  of  peas  a  week  later.  Weather 
throughout  the  growing  season  has 
been  favorable  for  the  growth  of  an 
excellent  crop  of  peas  as  to  quality, 
although  only  average  in  quantity  be- 
cause of  excess  of  moisture  in  all  but 
well-drained  areas.  Pennsylvania 
growers  have  tripled  plantings  of  pea 
acreage  in  the  past  10  years,  so  that 
the  State  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of 
the  principal  pea -canning  states  of 
the  Union. 


FARM  FACTS 

Even  with  late  planting  of  corn  this 
season,  it  is  reported  that  stands  are 
generally  good,  and  that  the  crop  is 
growing  rapidly. 

Potato  growers  are  reporting  ideal 
weather  conditions  for  the  growing 
crop. 

Inspection  for  the  certification  of 
grain  crops  and  seed  potatoes,  starting 
with  barley,  was  begun  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  on  May  19.  There 
is  an  increase  in  the  acreage  entered 
for  inspection  of  potatoes,  barley,  oats 
and  wheat  over  any  previous  year. 

The  crop  of  canning  house  tomatoes 
produced  in  Pennsylvania  thijs  year 
will  approximate  20,000  acres.  Much 
of  this  crop  will  be  grown  with  plants 
produced  in  the  South  from  certified 
tomato   seed   grown   in   Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania  fruit  growers  of  major 
fruit  crops  report  prospects  of  good 
crops  for  the   1940  season. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JUNE  22,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman   W.   Amidon    ....  Connecticut     BPR     .  . 

Thomas    MVttler    Now  .Jersey    NH 

Guy  A.    Leader    Peniipylvania    SCWL 

.loachim   Breeding  Farm.  .  New   .lersey    NH 

Pihr»  Brothers    Connecticut     SCAVL     . 

fiuy   A.    Leader    PenuBylvania     SCWL     . 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm   ....  Pennsylvania    S'CWL    . 

Creiffhton  Brothers    Indiana     SCWL     . 

F;.   B.    Plarmenter MaRsachusetts     RIR 

.1.    A.    Hanson    Oregon     SCWL     . 


Rank 
1 
2 
8 
4 
.5 
0 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 
2866.66 
2742.20 
2658.05 
2644.20 
2577.65 
2550.65 
2583.70 
2518.00 
2511.95 
2494.25 


Eggs 
To  Data 

2771 
2677 
2572 
2509 
2467 
2528 
2409 
2483 
2411 
2400 


Prodaction  Summary  To  June  22,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all   13  birds 

1939,  all   13  birds 

1940,  all   13  birds 


Percent 
Production 
50.76 
58.44 
60.95 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

135.814 

160.50 

165.62 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

135.02 

155.46 

162.13 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Doz. 
24.1 
24.6 
24.4 


NATIONAL  DAIRY  SHOW 
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PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  A3  V)l3 

NEWS  BULLETIN 

e  29,  1909.  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 

John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


l^rA  warden  insecticides,  which  when 
It  /adding   to    directions    are 

■VmurouTto  man  and  other  warm 

aTanimals.  have  recently  come 
urn  ceneral  use,  according  to  the 
''"^  evivania  Department  of  Agricul- 
/""  ^These  are  mixtures  containing 
S^none,  or  pyrethrum. 

Rotenone  is  one  of  the  active  ingre- 
ZTol  the  roots  of  certain  tropical 
n  s  belonging  to  the  Leguminosae 
Clocust  tree  is  also  a  member.) 
rhpie  roots  come  from  Africa  and 
r  ntral  and  South  America,  land  are 
twierally  known  as  derris  from  Africa, 
!nd  cube  (pronounced  Ku-ba)  from 
Kntral  and  South  America.  These 
t(K)ts  after  grinding  are  mixed  with 
blav  or  talc  and  applied  as  a  dust;  or, 

wetting  agent  may  be  added  and  the 
nixture  applied  as  a  spray. 

Dust   mixtures    may    contain    from 

bne-half  to  one  percent  of  rotenone. 

End  the  wettable  mixture  from  4  to 

r,  rotenone.     Both   dust   and   spray 

inixtures  are  on  the  market  imder  sev- 

fral  trade  names.     In   making   your 

burchases,  be  certain  that  they  con- 

ain  a  given  percentage  of  the  active 

rgredient.   Dusts  should  contain  about 

eventy-five   hundredths   of   one    per- 

ent  of  rotenone  to  be  of  general  use 

Jbout  the  garden. 

Use  .spray  mixtures  according  to  the 
directions  on  the  container  in  which 
he>'  are  purchased. 

Usually  the  dust  form  is  more  con- 
lenient  to  use,  though  the  spray  ap- 
plications are  more  effective  in  some 
nstances,  as  is  the  case  in  Japanese 
>fctle  control.  Rotenone  is  not  ef- 
tctive  on  all  insects.  Several  of  our 
nost  troublesome  garden  pests  are  well 
jontrolled  by  a  few  applications.  A 
Ittle  experience  uill  soon  show  which 
[re  controlled  and  which  are  not. 

!  PjTethrum  is  made  from  the  flower 
leads  of  a  plant  closely  related  to  our 

xeje  daisy.  Dalmatia  for  a  long  time 
Jas  the  country  supplying  this  insec- 
Icide.  Lately.  Japan  has  been  supply- 
Tg  large  quantities.     Some    attempt 

as  been  made  to  cultivate  the  plant 
J  this  country,  but  up  to  now  these 
Btempts  have  not  been  very  successfitl. 
wl  extracts  of  pyrethum  are  exten- 
Vly  used  as  household  and  livestock 

pravs.    There   are    a    few    successful 

arden  sprays  with  pyrethrum  as  their 

Ptive  principle. 

I  These  and  all  other  insecticides  sold 
offered  for  sale  in  the  State  must 
registered  with  the  State  Depart- 

pnt  of  Agriculture. 


tARLEY  GOOD 

NURSE  CROP 

is  we  drive  through  the  country,  we 
notice  yellow  fields  indicating  that 

je  harvest  season  is  here.  Because 
Its  short  growing  season.  Barley  is 

|Sh««    ?^  °"^  ^^^«a^s  to  take  on  the 

Cf  lor  which  means  that  it  has 

Poured  and  ripened. 

fc^  ^'  °^  "'"^^  antiquity  as  a  cul- 
ped  cereal,  and  was  used  for  bread 

Ith ..  r  wheat-in  fact,  until  the 
f  century,  this  grain  was  the  prin- 

K2',  °^  ^'■"^^  «o^-  There  is 
Kf  ^^  ^^idence  that  this  grain 
1^  cmivated  in  prehistoric  time.    It 

Ha  or  M°l'?'"^^'^  in  Southwestern 
"^^or  Northern  Africa. 

>d  Der  P'"°^a;bly  produces  more 

W       '■^  *^^  any  of  the  small 

^SJ^'^^P'-  breakfast  foods- 
h  Sf?V^  ^^^  ^^tritive  value 
iials  r,  "^  ^^^  both  man  and 
5  cron  f  ^^  considered  a  good 
P  'or  new  seedings. 


Harrisburgr,  July  11,  1940 


No.  27 


IMMUNIZE  DOGS 

AGAINST  DISTEMPER 

ALL  lovers  of  the  dog,  according  to 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, are  keenly  interested  in  canine 
distemper  because  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  a,  highly  fatal  disease.  The  disease 
is  quite  prevalent  in  many  parts  of 
the  state  at  the  present  time. 

Distemper  of  the  dog  is  highly  in- 
fectious and  transmissible.  The  pri- 
mary cause  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
be  invisible  even  with  the  most  power- 
ful microscope,  i.  e.,  it  is  an  ultra- 
virus,  or  the  virus  of  Carre'.  After 
dogs  become  infected  with  this  virus, 
the  usual  symptoms  and  post-mortem 
changes  are  the  result  of  secondary  in- 
vaders. The  disease  most  commonly 
occurs  in  young  dogs,  chiefly  under  two 
years  of  age,  and  occasionally  may 
affect  older  animals,  especially  tho.se 
which  were  not  exposed  while  younger 
Cases  in  older  dogs,  showing  the  typi- 
cal appearance  and  manifesting  the 
typical  post-mortem  lesions,  have  b^en 
demonstrated  at  the  laboratory  of  The 
Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry. Natural  infection  usually  oc- 
curs by  way  of  the  digestive  and  re- 
spiratory systems. 

The  symptoms  in  the  early  stages  are 
generally  those  of  a  septicemia  where 
the  primary  causative  agent  is  in  the 
blood.  The  disease  may  terminate 
fatally  in  two  or  three  days  to  a  week 
or  ten  days  after  the  onset.  Some  of 
the  first  symptoms  usually  are  in- 
volvement of  the  respiratory  tract,  ac- 
companied by  reddening  of  the  eyes, 
and  usually  a  discharge  of  mucous  or 
pus  from  the  eyes  as  well  as  the  nose. 
The  digestive  system  may  be  involved, 
in  which  case  there  are  loss  of  appe- 
tite, vomiting  and  diarrhea.  Nervous 
s3miptoms  commonly  are  seen,  and  in 
some  oases  may  be  the  chief  clinical 
picture,  and  in  this  form  of  the  disease, 
chorea  manifested  by  muscular  twitch - 
ings  frequently  develops. 

Recovery  may  be  rapid  or  slow,  and 
may  not  be  complete  especially  in  cases 
involving  the  nervous  system  with 
manifestations  of  chorea.  Chronic  slow 
developing  cases  may  last  several 
months,  and  then  terminate  In  com- 
plete recovery  or  in  death. 

Since  dog  distempter  is  widespread 
and  is  among  the  most  serious  diseases 
of  dogs,  efforts  should  be  made  to  es- 
tablish either  temporary  or  permanent 
immunity  by  suitable  inoculations.  The 
Laidlaw-Dunkan  method  of  immuniz- 
ing puppies  is  fairly  successful  and 
can  be  properly  applied  by  most  prac- 
ticing veterinarians  who  should  be  con- 
sulted by  interested  dog  owners. 


CANNERY 

INSPECTION 

INCREASES 

PENNSYLVANIA  growers,  processors, 
and  canners  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables Indicate  they  will  request  ap- 
proximately one-fourth  more  State 
supervised  inspection  of  Cannery  prod- 
ucts in  1940  than  in  1939,  according  to 
a  recent  compilation  made  by  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  The 
principal  increase,  the  Secretary  notes, 
is  in  the  demand  for  State  licensed 
tomato  graders,  which  may  be  in- 
creased from  30  to  42  men.  The  de- 
mand has  also  increased  for  inspectors 
of  apples,  beans  and  other  vegetable 
crops. 

The  demand  for  greater  use  of  State 
supervised  purchasing  of  canning  crops 
on  the  basis  of  definite  grade  standards 
is  due  to  a  number  of  factors.  Secre- 
tary Light  states.  First,  greater  em- 
phasis on  high  quality  Pennsylvania 
canned  goods  makes  it  necessary  to 
produce  and  deliver  to  processors  high 
quality  raw  products  to  seciu-e  high 
quality  in  the  can.  Second,  producers 
of  higher  quality  raw  stock  are  en- 
titled to  premium  payments  from  the 
canners,  which  they  are  only  able  to 
secure  through  using  grades  and  in- 
spection. The  third  cause  for  increased 
demand  for  State  Inspection  of  can- 
ning products  is  a  rapidly  expanding 
canning  industry' in  Pennsylvania. 


The  crop  of  canning  house  tomatoes 
produced  in  Pennsylvania  this  year  will 
approximate  20,000  acres.  Much  of  this 
crop  will  be  grown  with  plants  pro- 
duced in  the  South  from  certified  to- 
mato seed  grown  in  Pennsylvania. 


FEED  PRICES  GOVERN 
EGG  PROFITS 

A  STUDY  of  egg  prices  from  1933  to 
1940,  at  one  of  the  cooperative  egg 
organizations  selling  eggs  according  to 
the  standards  of  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  reveals  that 
an  average  of  nearly  thirty-two  cents 
per  dozen  was  received  by  the  producer 
group.  The  lowest  price  for  the  seven 
year  period  occurred  in  1933  when  the 
average  return  for  Fancy  eggs  w'as 
27.63  cents  per  dozen.  The  highest  re- 
tiUTi  of  35.41  cents  per  dozen  was  re- 
ceived in  1935,  with  1936  a  close  second 
with  34.43  cents  per  dozen.  The  1939 
return  was  29.05  cents  per  dozen. 

During  this  period,  there  have  been 
many  economic  changes,  and  the  aver- 
age return  for  any  one  year,  or  for  the 
period,  is  not  a  definite  indication  that 
more  or  less  profits  occurred  as  prices 
climbed  upward  or  retarded.  The  costs 
of  supplies,  especially  feed,  has  varied 
to  the  degree  that  during  seemingly 
favorable  years,  the  net  returns  to 
poultrymen  have  been  undesirable.  In 
1939,  it  required  more  than  9  dozen 
eggs  to  buy  a  bag  of  feed,  and  thus 
far  in  1940  it  has  required  more  than 
10  dozen  eggs  to  purchase  the  same 
amount.  The  reduction  in  return  per 
bird  due  to  feed  costs  has  necessitated 
strict  economy  and  the  development 
of  an  efficient  management  program. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JUNE  29,  1940 


Owner  state  Breed 

Norman   VV.   Aniidon    ....  Connecticut    BPR 

Thomas    Mottler     New  Jersey    NH     .  .  . 

Guy  A.  Leader IVnnsylvania    SCWL    . 

Joachim     Breeding    Farm    New   Jersey    NH 

Piho  Brothers    Connecticut.    SCWL     . 

Guy   A.    Leader    Pennsylvania    S"CWL     . 

Burr's  Poultry  Farm    ....  Pennsylvania    SCWL     . 

E.    B.    Parmenter    Massachusetts     RIR     .  . 

Creiffhton   Brothers    Indiana     SCWL     . 

J.    A.    Hanson    Oregon SCWL     . 


Rank 
1 
2 
8 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Pointf 
To  Date 
2934. 6-> 
2813.10 
2719.90 
2703.75 
2682.10 
2611.90 
2.'579.40 
2.')  7  8. 7  5 
2566.66 
2.565.60 


EoOl 
To  Date 

2886 
2744 
2629 
2564 
2  518 
2586 
2461 
2468 
2488 
2466 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JUNE  29,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all    18  birds 

1939,  all    18  birds 

1940,  all   13  birds 


Percent 
Production 
50.68 
68.86 
60.68 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

139.20 

164.54 

169.22 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

138.23 

159.31 

165.52 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  PtT  Doz. 
2  4.1 
24.7 
24.4 
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PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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Y   NEWS    BULLETIN 


lljit^red  as  sec^i 

A' 

Ivol.  25 


ihd-^ass  Mattcr(>^Rtoe  23,  1900,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrlsbiirg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 

f^*^'  "•      ''e\  ^^^^  ^-  I^>»ht,  Secretary  of  Agrnculture 


Harrisburg,  July  18,  1940 


No.  28 


^inrnRY  (Cichorium  intybus)  com- 
II  ^nSv  known  as  succory,  blue  say- 
S  da^sy  or  wild  endive,  accord- 
°So  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 

?^.^,iture  is  a  native  of  Europe,  and 
agriculture  IS  ^^^   ^^   ^^ 

t„u  rant  or  coffee.  Chicory  has  be- 
r"^  n.mralized  in  this  Country,  and 
K  t^  Act  NO.  58.  of  April  23. 
fSTconsidered  a  noxious  weed. 

The  stem  is  stiff,  tough,  and  angular 
In  cross  section.  It  attains  heights  of 
Con  one  to  three  feet.  The  leaves 
W  long-lanceolate,  dark  grey  green 
r  H  roarsely  toothed.  The  flowers  are 
;  Volet-blue  and  rathe'r  attractive. 
rhicon  blooms  in  dry  situations,  con- 
fricuous  in  waste  places,  uncultivated 
fields,  etc.  from  July  until  October. 
I  In  controlling  this  plant,  it  is  well  to 
kmembpr  that  the  chief  method  of 
mspersal  is  by  means  of  its  seeds. 
bierefore,  deep  cutting  below  the  soil 
Uji  spade  or  hoe,  or  pulling  when  the 
Tound  is  wet  and  soft  before  blossom- 
pig  time  will  be  an  efficient  method 
If  eradication.  When  too  abundant  for 
jither  of  the  above  methods,  "rotation 
If  crops"  will  be  proper  procedure. 
f!\er\  persons  holding  lands  on  which 
bhiccry  or  Canada  Thistle  are  growing, 
Ijiri  tliey  neglect  or  refuse  to  cut  and 
lestroy  them  and  allow  weeds  to  go  to 
Ved.  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
ny  person  to  instruct  a  constable  or 

iper\isor  of  the  township  or  district 
u  notify  the  person  or  persons  owning 
he  neglected  land  to  cut  and  destroy 
uch  weeds. 

H)ILTRY  SELECTION 
LWAYS  PROFITABLE 

PENNSYLVANIA  Poultrymen  have 
to  date  registered  more  than  150,- 
bo  birds  in  the  Department's  Poultry 
hndaidization  Program,  according  to 
fci.n  K.  Light.  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
The  early  receipt  of  so  lai^e  a 
^iTiber  is  an  indication  that  the  1940 
ason  of  poultry  selection  work  will 
kreed  the  358,000  birds  handled  last 
lar. 

JThe  applications  include  breeding 
fccks.  individual  flocks,  and  hatcheries 
|ho  are  making  preparations  to  have 
|ch  inrlividual  breeding  bird  selected 

an  official  repre.sentative  of  the  De- 
triment. Wh-^-n  the  selection  is  com- 
Ipt^i.  n'.nra  with  the  official  test  for 
[inorum  disease,  each  group  will  be 
^^fd  in  a  breed  improvement  as  well 

a  disease  eradication  classification. 

fioenised.  Certified,  or  R.  O.  P.  are 

r  Tradings  for  qualifications  in  breed 

i'^tinn,  and  clean  or  accredited  for 

r  pullcrum  disease  eradication  pro- 
lam.  ^ 

^though  selrotion  work  is  done  in 
pctically  everv  n^^rth  of  the  year. 
|e  heaviest  scheduled  portion  comes 
'^f  the  period  of  July  to  December. 
•w  present  time,  most  of  the  work 
IP  r,-  °^  ^^^  ^^"  flocks  because  of 
i  ne,  re  to  eliminate  undesirable  in- 
lpt;t  ^^  the  conclusion  of  the 
f-ng  season.  The  more  concen- 
Uf!}^,'^  is  devoted  to  the  new 
Lt"o„  '^^^  ^"d  special  breeders 
r"    prve  as  foundation  stock. 


FINAL  NOTICE 

Wp",?^  ^'^  ^  the  Weekly 
fyoM^""!^"  Is  under  revision 

HaCnn  ''  ^^^^  ^e  continue  your 
aToSvT.  ''^  to  receive  this  pub- 

KS^"a?iV"^-theblank'be- 

0?S7p^tS'A  DEPARTMENT 

btS^^^^^'^^e.  HARRIS- 
Undlv       •  ^^^SYLVANIA 
1st  I  '?"^^e  my  name  on  your 
puueun.     '^^'   *^^    Weekly    News 
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SYCAMORE  BLIGHT 

"jVrUMEROUS  inquiries  have  recently 
-'-^  come  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
try relative  to  a  disease  of  the  Sycamore 
or  Plane  tree.  Certain  species  of  oak 
are  also  known  to  be  attacked.  The 
general  effect  on  the  Sycamore  is  the 
blighting  and  browning  on  the  first 
growth  of  leaves,  noticeable  in  many 
parts  of  the  State  at  the  present  time. 
Close  examination  will  also  reveal  the 
presence  of  small  cankerous  areas  on 
the  smaller  twigs.  This  disease  is 
known  as  Sycamore  Blight,  or  Anthrac- 
nose.  and  is  caused  by  a  fungus  which 
is  usually  destructive  during  periods  of 
prolonged  cool  moist  weather,  such  as 
we  have  had  this  spring. 

In  severe  cases,  trees  mqy  be  com- 
pletely defoliated,  but  the  Sycamore  at 
least  may  produce  a  second  crop  of 
leaves  and  thereby  complete  the  sea- 
son's growth  process  without  serious  in- 
jury. However,  complete  defoliation 
during  several  successive  seasons  may 
cause  the  death  of  the  tree. 

Pruning  out  of  diseased  wood,  at 
least  in  the  case  of  young  trees,  and 
the  cleaning  up  and  burning  of  all 
fallen  leaves,  will  help  to  keep  the  dis- 
ease under  control.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  where  valuable  shade  trees  are 
involved,  spraying  with  Bordeaux  Mix- 
ture just  as  the  first  leaves  are  appear- 
ing in  the  spring  will  furnish  additional 
protection. 

For  best  results,  particularly  if  the 
weather  is  favorable  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  blight,  four  applications 
should  be  made  at  intervals  of  ten  days 
or  two  weeks. 


The  present  economic  conditions 
warrant  exceptionally  good  culling  be- 
cause very  few  flock  owners  can  afford 
to  keep  boarders  in  their  poultry 
houses.  The  removal  of  hens  makes  it 
possible  to  readjust  the  housing 
schedule,  and  permits  early  prepara- 
tions for  housing  the  new  crop  of 
birds. 


NECROTIC  ENTERITIS 
IN  SWINE 

TyECROTIC  enteritis  is  second  only 
-•-^  to  Hog  Cholera  in  recent  autopsy 
records  of  Transmissible  Diseases  in 
swine  at  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry Laboratory. 

Typically  a  filth  born  disease,  ne- 
crotic enteritis,  as  an  independent  con- 
dition, is  found  chiefly  in  young  pigs 
up  to  four  or  five  months  of  age. 
Symptoms  may  appear  soon  after 
weaning  in  the  form  of  persistent  diar- 
rhea with  yellowish  fetid  discharge  ac- 
companied by  steady  loss  of  condition. 
Mortality  is  usually  high,  and  of  those 
that  do  recover,  many  may  be  perma- 
nently stunted  in  growth  and  return 
little  or  no  profit  for  care  and  feed. 

Good  sanitation  iai  the  best  defense. 
Young  pigs  should  never  be  turned  out 
to  the  common  hog  lot.  Clean  ground 
should  be  provided  with  adequate 
shelter  against  inclement  weather. 
Shelters  must  be  kept  clean  and  dry. 
Food  and  water  supply  should  be  pro- 
tected against  contamination. 

EGG  GRADING  PAYS 

'T'HE  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
-■-  often  confronted  with  the  question 
"Does  it  pay  to  produce  top  grade 
eggs?"  This  can  be  answered  most 
effectively  by  comparing  average  re- 
turns  from  officially  graded   eggs. 

During  1933,  the  average  retiu-n  for 
Fancy  (Large  Size)  eggs  exceeded  the 
return  for  Extra  (Large  Size)  eggs  by 
1.41  cents  per  dozen.  In  1934  the 
spread  was  1.33  cents  per  dozen  with 
a  slight  decrease  to  1.23  cents  occur- 
ring in  1935.  A  fiuther  reduction  to 
1  08  cents  in  1936  was  overcome  in  1937 
when  the  increase  jumped  to  1.29  cents. 
The  1938  figures  indicated  a  spread  of 
only  .98  cents  which  was  the  only  time 
during  the  seven  year  period  when 
price  differences  fell  below  one  cent 
per  dozen  gain  of  top  grade  eggs  over 
the  next  lower  grade.  A  sixteen- 
hundredth  of  a  cent  advance  in  1939 
brought  the  total  gain  to  1.14  cents  per 
dozen.  Over  the  entire  pe;riod  the 
careful  producer  received  an  average 
of  1.20  cents  per  dozen  more  because 
of  his  care  in  maintaining  good  quality 
in  hJs  marketing  program. 

Interpreted  in  terms  of  a  case  of 
eggs,  the  careful  producer  received  36 
cents  more  for  each  30  dozen  unit 
when  marketing  Fancy  eggs.  This 
premium  multiplied  by  the  number  of 
cases  marketed  would  soon  assist  in 
determining  the  reason  for  a  favorable 
or  unfavorable  condition  of  the  poultry- 
man's  bank  account. 

It  may  be  ventured  that  the  amount 
of  time  or  the  facilities  required  to 
maintain  top  quality  would  not  equal 
the  additional  returns.  As  a  rule,  the 
same  motions  are  required  for  both 
qualities.  In  the  case  of  top  quality, 
it  is  primarily  a  matter  of  efficient  op- 
eration and  the  proper  use  of  available 
facilities.  In  the  case  of  second  qual- 
ity, it  is  more  a  matter  of  lost  motion 
and  carelessness  in  the  using  of  equip- 
ment to  the  best  advantage. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS  10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JULY  6,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman    W.    Ainidon    ....  ('<«iincrtiriit      RI'R 

Thomas  MVtthT .\cw   .J.TRcy    NH      .  .  . 

Guy   A.    Leafier    IN-niisylvaiiia     SCWL     . 

.Joachim    BrecditiK   Farm.  .  New   .Jcrwy    NH 

I'iho    Brothers    r,mnerticut    SCWL     . 

Guy   A.    Leader    I'ciiiisylvania    SCWL    . 

J.   A.   Hanson    Or.iron      SCWL     . 

E.    H.    Parmenter     >fapsa(hu8e<t8     RIR     .  .  . 

Burr's    I'oultry    Farm    .  .  .  PennRylvania    S'OWL     . 

Crei^hton    Hrothers    Indiana     SCWL     . 


Rank 

1 

2 

3 
4 

Ft 
fi 
7 
H 
» 
10 


Points 
To  Date 

3001.8.1 
28«2..'»0 
2  78.3.70 
27»i7.40 
2694. 6."» 
2676. .'if) 
263.5.00 
2633.. 50 
2031. .50 
2630.90 


To 


EOO* 
Date 


2900 
2H09 
268S 
2623 
2576 
2647 
2.581 
2523 
2499 
2543 


Production  Summarj^  to  July  6,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938.  all    13  birds 

1939.  all    13  birds 

1940.  all   13  birds 


Percent 
Production 
50.45 
58.23 
60.33 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

142.46 

168.45 

172.80 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

141.25 

16  3.05 

168.91 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Do2. 
24.2 
24.7 
24.4 
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BARLE 
NOW      ___^ 

^^^  r^nJerTrieThas    been 
"?"..H  according  to  John  H.  Light. 

''''''^  irtmed  out  of  a   total  of 

^2  Sedtr  inspection     V 

^■«  H  fn  order  of  importance   are 

S'^seJ  Witr,  Beardless.  Marbarb- 

Tand  Kentucky  No.  1. 

TVP  certified  winter  barley  crop  is 

^  lr«b  V  below  average  this  year. 

'""^Cs  were  not  filled  well,  and 

indicate    a    lower    average 

,M  r^PT  acre  mW  be  harvested  Barley 

kl/  so  showed  considerably   more 

tpedsof  all  kinds  this  year  than  in 

&  years.    Fields   were  rejected 

Se  of  smut  and  garlic  which  wctc 

S  common    than    in    1939.      The 

rpUce  of  other  grains  such  as  wheat 

,d  rye  was  responsible  for  numerous 

ejections. 

The  crops  harvested  from  the  fields 
hat  werp  certified  are  also  subject  to 
ermination  test  and  analysis  for 
jurity  by  the  Seed  Laboratory  of  the 
Uartment.    Crops  that  do  not  show 

analysis  of  99.0%  purity,  or  a  ger- 
hination  of  90.0'^r  or  more,  will  be  re- 
Ec'ed  Secretary  Light  states  that 
here  are  too  many  other  hazards  that 
Dnfront  a  farmer  in  the  production 

a  crop  of  grain  without  taking  the 
jditional   chance    on    planting    poor 

As  soon  as  the  crop  is  thrashed  and 
imples  analyzed  and  germinated,  a 
It  cf  growers  will  be  issued  by  the 
reau  of  Plant  Industry.  Farmers 
ishing  to  receive  a  list  of  these  grow- 
ii  may  secure  one  by  writing  to  the 
ifpartment. 


ARGER   SUPPLY    SEED 
ViHEAT  AVAILABLE 

■'HE  Pennsylvania    Department    of 

Agriculture  has   received    applica- 

Dns  for  the  inspection  and  certifica- 

on  of  approximately   2700   acres   of 

Knter  wheat  for  seed  purposes.    This 

page  no  doubt  will  make  available 

[larger  supply  of  seed  wheat  for  Penn- 

Jlvania    farmers    than    in    previous 

ars.  With  the  grain  harvest  season 

Icm  a  weeic  to  ten   days  later   this 

Jar  than  in  1939,  many  fields  entered 

p  inspection  will  not   be  ready  for 

spection  and  harvest  until  the  latter 

^rt  of  July.    However,  the   Depart- 

lent  reports  that  the  bulk  of  the  field 

pection  work  has  been  completed. 

[Wheat  fields  in  the  southeastern  part 

'  the  state  looked  vei-y  good,  but,  upon 

pse  examination,  revealed  many  heads 

[at  were  very  poorly  filled.    Most  of 

[e  fields  are  heavy  in  the  straw,  but 

f  grams  appear  to  be  small  and  the 

jaas  generally  rather   light.     There 

p  probably  several  reasons   for   this 

T-aition.     Weather    conditions    this 

Inr^r^'f  ^°°^  ^"d  n^oist,  which  was 
*o  able  to  certain  diseases  that  are 

S  r^'"'  °^  ^^e  losses.  A  close 
m  ation  of  most  of  these  fields 
U?ffl  ^  """^ber  of  dead  heads. 
;.!;i  "^^^  ^eads  are  infected  with 
Ifpir'v  ,"°^«^"er.  smut  is  also  taking 
pr.j  heavy  toll  of  the  crop  this 
an-  Lf  ^  ^°  generally  thought  that 
riodiml"?  during  the  blossoming 
i  I  ?'^  somewhat  with  polli- 

[ed  heads    '"'"^^'"^  ^"  "^^^^  P°°^^y 

£je  ^.'^''^"''"^'s     inspectors     are 

k  on     "^^^ssary    to    reject    some 

eds  L    °""^  °^  ^^sease.  noxious 

varetalmiP'""'  ^^^^^^^  ^tc.  and 

mt\  n  K^^"'-    A  list  of  growers 

lIbeaii!Kf'^  and  winter  barley 

,^^    available  as  soon   as  samples 

coinpie?pi'^°'"^t°^  test,  which  will 
Kust       ^  ^°°n  after  the  first  of 
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Hear 

U p-tO'the-Minute  Report$ 

and  Prices  on  Live  Stock, 

Hay,  Grain,  Etc,    Alto 

Vital  Agricultural 

Topics  Discussed 

STATION  VHP 
HARRISBURG 

Tune  in  Daily— 6:30  A.  M. 
Except  Sunday 

Inaugurated  and  Conducted  by  the 

Department  of  A|p-iculture 
Harrisburg 


RABIES  CASES  REPORT- 

ED    IN    SIXTEEN 

COUNTIES 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  during 
May  and  June,  their  laboratory  exam- 
ined for  Rabies  the  brains  of  113  ani- 
mals, with  50  positive  cases.  Twenty 
clinical  cases  were  also  reported.  153 
persons  and  280  animals  were  either 
bitten  by  or  exposed  to  rabid  dogs. 

The  16  counties  in  which  rabies  were 
diagnosed  are:  Adams,  Beaver,  Butler, 
Chester,  Dauphin,  Delaware,  Fayette, 
Greene,  Lancaster,  Lawrence,  Phila- 
delphia, Schuylkill,  Washington,  and 
Westmoreland. 

WEED  LAW  ENFORCED 
BY  LOCAL  OFFICIALS 

EACH  summer,  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  receives 
hundreds  of  complaints  involving  care- 
less property  owners  who  allow  noxious 
weeds  to  seed  and  spread  onto  adjoin- 
ing land,  according  to  John  H.  Light, 
Secretary  of  Agricultiu"e. 

The  impression  prevails  that  the  De- 
partment is  charged  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Weed  Law. 
This,  the  oflBcials  explain,  is  not  the 
case,  for  the  law  specifically  provides 
that  anyone  who  desires  protection  and 
who  is  "aggrieved  or  about  to  be  in- 
jured" by  the  growth  of  Canada 
Thistle  or  Chicory,  must  inform  by 
written  notice  any  constable  or  super- 
visor of  the  township  or  district  in 
which  the  weeds  may  be  growing.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  local  officer  thus 
notified  to  give  five  days'  notice  in 
writing  to  the  owner  of  the  land  in- 
volved. If  the  owner  refuses  to  cut 
the  Canada  Thistle  or  Chicory,  the 
oflQcial  may  hire  some  one  to  do  the 
work  and  charge  the  costs  to  the 
owner.  If  the  constable  or  super- 
visor neglects  to  perform  his  duties  as 
prescribed  by  the  law,  he  is  liable  to 
a  fine  of  ten  dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  protection  given 
by  the  State  Weed  Law,  incorporated 
boroughs,  towns  and  cities  may  pass, 


COOK  PORK  THOR. 
OUGHLY 

THE  occurrence  of  Trichinosis  in 
swine  and  the  possibility  of  Its 
transmission  to  man  has  been  known 
for  many  years,  according  to  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  The 
disease  is  known  to  be  widely  dis- 
tributed amongst  hogs  in  the  United 
States.  The  publication  of  recent  in- 
vestigations conducted  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has 
shown  an  important  variation  in  this 
distribution. 

It  is  shown  that  in  areas  where  grain 
feeding  of  hogs  prevails,  the  incidence 
of  Trichinosis  is  relatively  low,  (about 
1%),  whereas  in  those  sections  where 
garbage  feeding  is  prevalent,  the  in- 
cidence is  relatively  high,  (4%  to  5%). 

The  conclusion  is  made  by  this  au- 
thority that  the  principal  soiu*ce  of 
human  Trichinosia  lies  therefore  in  the 
consumption  of  raw,  improperly  cooked 
or  inadequately  cured  pork  from  gar- 
bage-fed hogs. 

CATTLE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REDUCED  TO  MINIMUM 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry, reports  that  during  the  month 
of  June,  41,707  cattle  and  51  goats 
were  tested  for  Tuberculosis,  with  only 
279  cattle,  but  no  goats,  reacting  to 
the  test.  During  this  same  period,  herd 
owners,  on  account  of  previous  tuber- 
culin tests,  were  paid  $7,223.81  from 
State  Indemnities,  and  $5,243.32  from 
Federal  Indemnities. 

Their  May  reports  show  tuberculin 
tests  of  100,710  cattle  and  96  goats, 
with  only  292  cattle  reactors,  and  no 
goat  reactors.  Herd  Owners'  claims 
paid  during  the  month  amounted  to 
$11,896.20  State  Indemnities,  and  $9,- 
499.62  Federal  Indemnities. 

WAR   INTERFERES 
WITH  SHIPMENTS 

WAR  conditions  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries have  seriously  interfered 
with  shipments  of  bulbs  to  this  coim- 
try,  according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture.  Normally,  there 
are  large  shipments  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  but  during  the  past  several 
weeks,  wholesale  seed  houses  have  re- 
ceived practically  no  bulbs  from  Hol- 
land and  other  low  countries.  Last 
year  there  were  imported  approxi- 
mately 112,000,000  bulbs,  at  least  95 
per  cent  of  which  came  from  Holland. 
Usually  from  ninety-five  to  ninety- 
nine  per  cent  of  all  tulip  bulbs  sold  in 
this  country  are  imported.  With  the 
small  supply  of  American-grown  bulbs, 
prices  are  likely  to  be  high  this  com- 
ing season,  which  lasts  from  Septem- 
ber to  Thanksgiving. 

and  frequently  do  pass  and  enforce, 
ordinances  regulating  the  cutting  of 
all  weeds. 

All  complainants  who  write  to  the 
Department  are,  therefore,  referred  to 
the  local  authorities. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING 

COUNTS   10  HIGH  PENS  TO  JULY  13,  1940 


Owner  State  Breed 

Norman   W.    Aniidnn    ....  Coniipcticiit      BPR 

Thomas    Mettler    New    Jersey     NH 

Ouy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania    SCWL     . 

.Toachim   Breeding   Farm  .  .  New     .Jersey     NH 

Pilio  Brothers    Connecticut     :S>OWjL 

Guy  A.    Leader    Pennsylvania    SCWL 

.1.    A.    Hanson    Oretron      SCWL 

E.   B.   Parmenter Massachusetts     HTR     .  . 

Creighton     Brothers     ....  Indiana     SK"'WL 

Burr's   Poultrv   Farm    .  .  .  Pennsylvania    SCWL 


Rank 
1 

2 
3 
4 

.5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Points 

To  Date 

3069.85 

2946.40 

2849.85 

2831.15 

2754.45 

2740.70 

2708.65 

2693.10 

2687.50 

2681. 5 5 


Eggi 
To  Data 

2965 
2869 
2749 
2682 
2682 
2708 
2595 
2578 
25«6 
2546 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JULY  13,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all   18  birds 

1939,  all   13  birds 

1940,  all   13  birds 


Percent 
Production 

50.26 
58.09 
60.18 


Average  Points 

Per  Bird 

145.62 

172.26 

176.33 


Average  Eggs 

Per  Bird 

144.24 

166.73 

172.24 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Doz. 

24.2 
24.7 
24.4 
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Harrisburg,  August  1,  1940 


No.  30 


r;:;;^;roFpENNSYLV        fairs  announced 

^^  BY  SECRETARY  LIGHT 

[  ■  htv-one  Pennsylvania  Fairs  are  contained  in  a  list  issued  by  John  H.  Light,  Secretary 

Dates  of  eignt)   ^^^  ^.^^  contains  the  names  of  the  Fairs  and  the  location,  dates,  and  Secretary 


Fair 

IWavnesburgFair 

Kew  Castle  fair 
Cumb.  Co.  Dairy  Cattle  & 

Horse  Show    _ 

Tioga  Valley  Fair  _ 
iMercer  Central  fair 

iBig  Armstrong  fair 

Fawn  Grove  Fair 

Bedford  Co.  Fair 

Kutztown  Fair 

Butler  Fair        . 

Somerset  Co.  Fair 

Troy  Agri.  Society 
lOavton  Fair 
hnJted  Farmers 
Klifflin  Fair 
jSusquehanna  Fair 

Harold  Fair 
iGrange-Centre  Co. 
ICarbon  Co.  Fair 
iHuntingdon  Fair 
llndiana  Co.  Fair 
TvVattsburg  Fair 

IWest  End  Fair 

iarford  Fair 

I'oungsville  Fair 
itoneboro  Fair 
^Allegheny  Co.  Fair 

McKean  Co.  Fair 

tanibria  Co.  Fair 

Schuylkill  Fair 

)Iontgomery  Co.  Fair 

Juniata  Co.  Fair 

linesville  Fair 

Fulton  Co.  Fair 

Bullivan  Co.  Fair 

Jnion  Co.  Fair 

[Cambridge  Springs 

jreene-Dreher  Fair 

Reading  Fair 

Hack  Barren  Springs 

lenner  Fair 

Perry  Co.  Fair 

)oylestown  Fair 

tlearfield  Co.  Fair 

35wayo  Valley  Fair 

outh  Mt.  Fair 

Lycoming  Co.  Fair 

iansfield  Fair 

)erry  Twp.  Fair 

[onneautville  Fair 

Millersburg  Fair 

tdinboro  Fair 

jrecne  Twp.  Fair 

Vest  Alexander  Fair 

fugar  Grove  Fair 

Lehigh  Co.  Fair 

\est  Lampeter  Fair 

Bratz  Agri.  Fair 

Va;  ne  Co.  Fair 

Pcnton  Twp.  Fair 

Ipartansburg  Fair 

forth  East  Fair 

prior  Farm  Show 

flanheim  Fair 

feasant  Vallev  Grange  Fair 

fork  Co.  Fair' 

[urbotville  Fair 

hver  Fair 

N  Holland  Fair 

Pollidaysburg  Fair 

fyerstown  Fair 
Plirata  Fair 

Ntour-Delong  Fair 

'nango  Co.  Fair 

lount  Joy  Fair 
-ower  Mahonoy  Fair 
JJorthern  Bedford  Co.  Fair 
mis  Twp.  Fair 
"nionviile  Fair 
l^orrison  Cove  Fair 
|:^PerPerkiomen  Valley  Fair 

During  the  month  of  June,  Penn- 
F>  vania  Dog  Owners  secured  18,404 
i^'v.dual  licenses  and  21  kennel 
'f-enses,  making  a  total  to  date  for 
r  >'^^'-  of  523,101  individual 
Sccnses  and  703  kennel  licenses. 
_  ocal  police  officers  disposed  of  2029 
pray  dogs  during  the  month. 

L Jrin.h'"'''^'''"'^  Department  of 

Kn  ;t    ['/°'y  examined  during 
r,";3^^M^ne  53,620  specimens 

'ccimen     "'""'  ^""^  miscellaneous 


Location 

Waynesburg,  Pa. 
New  Castle,  Pa. 

Williams  Grove,  Pa. 
Lawrenceville,  Pa. 
Mercer,  Pa. 
Ford  City,  Pa. 
Fawn  Grove,  Pa. 
Bedford,  Pa. 
Kutztown,  Pa. 
Butler,  Pa. 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 
Troy,  Pa. 
Dayton,  Pa. 
Abbottstown,  Pa. 
Newville,  Pa. 
Montrose,  Pa. 
Greensburg,  Pa. 
Centre  Hall,  Pa. 
Lehighton,  Pa. 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Indiana,  Pa. 
Wattsburg,  Pa. 
Gilbert,  Pa. 
Harford,  Pa. 
Youngsville,  Pa. 
Stoneboro,  Pa. 
South  Park,  Pa. 
Smethport,  Pa. 
Ebensburg,  Pa. 
Pottsville,  Pa. 
Hatfield,  Pa. 
Port  Royal,  Pa. 
Linesville,  Pa. 
McConnellsburg,  Pa. 
Forksville,  Pa. 
Laurclton,  Pa. 
Cambridge  Springs, 
Newfoundland,  Pa. 
Reading,  Pa. 
Black  Barren  Park 
Jennertown,  Pa. 
Newport,  Pa. 
Doylestown,  Pa. 
Clearfield,  Pa. 
Millport,  Pa. 
Arendtsville,  Pa. 
Hughesville,  Pa. 
Mansfield,  Pa. 
Derry,  Pa. 
Conneautville,  Pa. 
Millersburg,  Pa. 
Edinboro,  Pa. 
Starford,  Pa. 
West  Alexander,  Pa. 
Sugar  Grove,  Pa. 
Allentown,  Pa. 
Lampeter,  Pa. 
Gratz,  Pa. 
Honesdale,  Pa. 
Fleetville,  Pa. 
Spartansburg,  Pa. 
North  East,  Pa. 
Millersville,  Pa. 
Manheim,  Pa. 
Wooddale,  Pa. 
York,  Pa. 
Turbotville,  Pa. 
Beaver,  Pa. 
New  Holland,  Pa. 
HoUidaysburg,  Pa. 
Mycrstown,  Pa. 
Ephrata,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Franklin,  Pa. 
Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 
Dalmatia,  Pa. 
Yellow  Creek,  Pa. 
Bellwood,  Pa. 
Unionville,  Pa. 
Martinsburg,  Pa. 
East  Greenville,  Pa. 


Date 

July  29-Aug.  3 
Aug.  6-9 


,         Secretary 

Ambrose  Bradlev 
A.  C.  Shoaf 


Aug.  6-10  H.  K.  McCullough 

Aug.  8-10  Carl  H.  Forrest 

Aug.  13-15  J.  P.  Orr 

Aug.  14-17  Walter  H.  Bowser 

Aug.  14-17  L.  M.  Brown 

Aug.  19-24  A.  C.  Brice 

Aug.  19-24  C.  L.  Bordner 

Aug.  21-23  C.  M.  Miller 

Aug.  20-23  Clarence  Rowe 

Aug.  20-24  H.  D.  Holcombe 

Aug.  20-24  J.  R.  Borland 

Aug.  20-24  C.  J.  Meckley 

Aug.  20-24  A.  E.  Miller 

Aug.  21-23  V.  B.  Corle 

Aug.  22-24  J.  H.  Silvis,  Jr. 

Aug.  24-30  Mrs.  Samuel  Grove 

Aug.  26-31  Frank  R.  Diehl 

Aug.  26-31  S.  E.  McElwain 

Aug.  27-30  B.  H.  Lichteberger 

Aug.  27-31  H.  M.  Burrows 

Aug.  28  James  F.  ShifTer 

Aug.  28-30  J.  A.  Williams 

Aug.  28-31  .Aubrey  R.  Briggs 
Aug.  29-Sept.  2  Walter  B.  Parker 
Aug.  29-Sept.  2    Geo.  E.  Kelly 


Sept.  2-5 
Sept.  2-7 
Sept.  2-7 
Sept.  2-7 
Sept.  3-7 
Sept.  4-6 
Sept.  4-7 
Sept.  4-7 
Sept.  4-7 
Sept.  .S-7 
Sept.  5-7 
Sept.  8-15 
Sept.  10-12 
Sept.  10-13 
Sept.  10-13 
Sept.  10-14 
Sept.  10-14 
Sept.  11-14 
Sept.  11-14 
Sept.  11-14 
Sept.  11-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  12-14 
Sept.  17-21 


Sept. 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


18-20 
18-21 
18-21 
18-21 
19-21 
19-21 
25-27 


Sept.  26-28 
Oct.  1-5 
Oct.  1-5 
Oct.  2-5 
Oct.  3-4 
Oct.  3-5 
Oct.  9-11 
Oct.  9-11 
Oct.  9-12 
Oct.  16-18 
Oct.  16-13 
Oct.  17-19 
Oct.  17-19 
Oct.  17-19 
Oct.  17-19 
Oct.  24-26 
Oct.  24-26 
Nov.  13-15 


B.  T.  Garlick 
R.  G.  Davis 
F.  W.  Bausum 
A.  F.  Kinsey 
J.  H.  Book 

0.  C.  Lance 
H.  H.  Peck 
J.  R.  Whitley 
N.  B.  Shaw 
R.  F.  Whipple 
Carroll  Fetherman 

C.  W.  Swoyer 
W.  F.  Lollinger 
A.  O.  Lape 

A.  K.  Ludwig 
J.  Allen  Gardy 
N.  G.  Parke 
Wayne  Torrey 

A.  H.  Seeley 
E.  E.  Frontz 
Frank  Marvin 
J.  A.  Greubel 
Kenneth  Mowry 
Neil  B.  March 
N.  P.  Manners 
F..  E.  Nupp 
Paul  Rogers 

T.  R.  Sponsler 

M.  H.  Beary 

W.  B.  Rentscheler 

Guy  R.  Klinger 

R.  W.  Gammell 

Byron  K.  Horner 

J.  A.  Whitney 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Hendrickson 

Howard  P.  Siglin 

E.  A.  Aued 

Eugene  Keefer 

John  H.  Rutter 

Calvin  Menges 

B.  Paul  Ross 

1.  W.  CauUer 
Glenn  Bressler 
I.  B.  Woodford 
1.  E.  Fasnacht 
Walter  J.  Lewis 

C.  D.  Sutton 
Robert  Hostetter 
Neal  B.  Witmer 
Howard  F.  Fox 
Chas.  R.  Hetrick 
Roland  Conard 
Ella  S.  Ebersole 
V.  S.  Ensminger 


DOG  DAYS  ARE  A 
MYTH 

In  accordance  with  the  superstitious  view 
of  some  persons,  according  to  John  H.  Light, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  more  dogs  are  sup- 
posed to  get  rabies  or  go  mad  during  the 
mythical  so-called  "dog  days"  than  during 
other  seasons  of  the  year.  Dog  days  were 
designated  by  the  Ancients  as  the  time  from 
the  rising  to  the  setting  of  Sirius,  the  Dog 
Star;  and  are  variously  referred  to  as  the 
period  from  July  to  early  September— the 
Fifty  Dog  Days. 

The  fallacy  of  the  belief  is  shown  by 
statistical  data  which  furnishes  evidence  that 
during  the  period  of  fifteen  years  from  1925 
to  1939,  the  total  nuiaber  of  cases  of  rabies 
in  Pennsylvania  was  less  during  the  months 
of  July  and  August  than  any  other  months. 
The  month  showing  the  highest  average  for 
the  fifteen  years  was  March,  and  the  month 
with  the  lowest  average  was  August,  when 
"Dog  Days"  were  at  their  height  and  when 
the  superstitiously  evil  dog  star  was  pro- 
ducing its  mythical  effects. 

Rabies  is  a  virus  disease  and  may  occur  in 
all  warm  blooded  animals  and  in  man  in  any 
climate  and  during  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
The  virus  is  transmitted  in  the  saliva  to 
animals  or  persons  when  bitten  by  an  animal 
afflicted  with  the  disease.  From  the  stand- 
point of  a  higher  prevalence  of  rabies,  "Dog 
Days"  is  a  myth,  imaginary,  a  superstitious 
or  false  belief  with  no  reliable  foundation 
and  not  verifiable  by  existing  facts. 

PEACH  PROSPECTS 
PROMISING 

Pennsylvania  Peach  Growers  have  good 
prospects  for  marketing  an  excellent  crop  of 
peaches  this  season,  according  to  a  report  by 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Barring  unusual  hail  damage  or  other 
damaging  weather  conditions  between  now 
and  harvest,  the  1940  crop  of  Pennsylvania 
peaches  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the  best  in 
many  years.  The  Pennsylvania  Groweis  are 
expecting  favorable  market  conditions  during 
the  harvest  period,  the  latter  part  of  August 
and  the  early  part  of  September,  since  the 
crops  in  most  of  the  states  which  harvest 
peaches  to  compete  with  the  Pennsylvania 
fruit  are  considerably  lighter  than  a  year  ago. 

The  Pennsylvania  Crop  is  expected  to 
aggregate  214  million  bushels,  making  the 
production  the  third  largest  of  any  state  in 
the  Union. 

APIARY  INSPECTION 
PROCEEDS  RAPIDLY 

For  the  first  time,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  a  definite  program  of  apiary 
inspection.  Cool  weather  with  excess  of  rain 
in  some  counties  has  not  been  too  favorable 
for*  inspection  work.  However,  on  July  13, 
1940,  a  total  of  5,593  apiaries  and  29,622  col- 
onies had  been  inspected.  At  this  rate  the 
program  of  work  planned  will  be  completed 
within  the  specified  time. 


PENNSYLVANIA  O^FICIAL  EGG  LAYING  CODNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  JULY  20,  1940 


Owner 

Norman  W.  Amidon 
Thomas  Mettler 
Guy  A.  Leader 
Joachim  Breeding  Farm 
Piho  Brothers 
Guv  A.  Leader 
J.  A.  Hanson 
Creighton  Brothers 
F,.  B.  Parmenter 
Rinker  Poultry  Farm 


State 

Connecticut 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania 

Oregon 

Indiana 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 


Breed 

BPR 

NH 

SCWL 

NH 

SCWL 

SCWL 

SCWL 

SCWL 

RIR 

SCWL 


Rank 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 


Points 
To  Date 

3138.60 
3017.65 
2913.90 
2897.60 
2813.45 
27%.25 
2759.20 
2750.85 
2747.10 
2738.05 


Eggs 
To  Date 

3030 
2936 
2808 
2743 
2687 
2761 
2647 
2655 
2628 
2608 


Y'ear 

1938,  all  13  birds 

1939,  all  13  birds 

1940,  all  13  birds 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JULY  20,  1938-1940 

Average  Eggs 


Percent 
Production 

49.97 
57.92 
59.70 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

148.46 

175.98 
179.83 


Reg 
Per  Bird 

146.92 
170.28 
175.53 


Average  Egg  fFt. 
Oz.  Per  Dox. 

24.2 
24.7 
24.5 
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physica 


Herds  maintained  in  an 


excellent  state  of 


usually  the  result  of  good  herd 
Iment.  By  good  herd  management, 
*b'-'  .,  . „   „riA    attention 


health  arc 


ve  not  only  mean 


the  care  and  attention 


.  ^,,,ed  in  the  way  of  feedmg.   stablmg, 

Sing,  etc.,  but  also  careful  attention  to 

'rpre;ention,  control  and  eradication  of 

'^'C successful  herd  owner   knows   that 
Hound  practical  measures  of  disease  preven- 
tion arc  worth  more  to  him  than  treatment 
Lnd  control.    However,  we  know  that  the 
ideal  of  perfection  in  preventive  measures 
has  not  been  reached  insofar  as  nature  is 
concerned;  so  that  when  such   preventive 
Cneasures  as  we  now  have  fail,  and  disease 
ccurs,  other  steps  must  be  taken  to  effec- 
Itivelv  control  and  eliminate  the  disease. 

The  problem  with  which  the  farmer  or 
the  owner  of  livestock  has  to  deal,  is  what  to 
)  with  an  animal  that  becomes  ill.  He  does 
not  know  at  the  onset  of  illness  whether  or 
not  the  animal  is  infected  with  a  transmis- 
jible  disease.  A  good  system  of  herd  or 
flock  management  calls  for  the  immediate 
Isolation  of  any  animal  that  becomes  sick, 
whether  it  be  a  chicken,  hog,  sheep,  horse 
Dr  cow.  Following  isolation,  the  local  veter- 
inarian should  be  consulted.  His  diagnosis 
is  a  strong  factor  in  determining  the  true 
iitatus. 

The  history  of  the  case,  symptoms  shown, 
ind  the  fact  whether  or  not  more  animals 
ippear  to  be  affected,  all  assist  him  in  arriv- 
ing at  a  satisfactory  diagnosis.  In  addition 
|to  isolation,  if  deemed  advisable  by  the 
veterinarian,  specimens  may  be  sent  to  a 
laborator)-  where  further  studies,  tests  and 
Inoculations  may  be  made.  The  Penna. 
iureau  of  Animal  Industry  maintains  a 
Laboratory  offering  a  service  to  aid  the 
feterinarian,  and  consequently  livestock 
pwners,  in  the  establishment  of  a  proper 
^iagnosis  from  the  standpoint  of  either  con- 
prming  his  belief  in  that  he  is  dealing  with  a 
:ransmissible  disease  or  the  elimination  of 
hat  possibility. 

All  sick  animals  should  be  considered 
otential  spreaders  of  disease  and  held  in 
isolation  until  examined  by  a  veterinarian. 
>.ases  are  on  record  where  one  animal, 
liought  by  the  farmer  as  just  being  a  little 
M  feed,"  was  left  to  mingle  with  the  other 
kimals,  with  the  result  that  later  there 
»fre  a  few  more  sick,  and  by  the  time  a 
reterinarian  was  consulted,  the  condition 
>is  serious  and  much  damage  was  done. 

State  and  Federal  Bureaus  of  Animal 
Industry,  in  cooperation  with  the  local 
Pficticing  veterinarians,  establish  a  state 
N  nation-wide  protective  service  in  herd 
Piinagement  and  disease  control.  They  are 
Nr-vigilant  In  ♦!,„: j  _      •     .   ., 


break  of 


in  their  guard  against  the  out- 

certam  transmissible  diseases,  and 

n  to  control  and  eradicate  other  diseases. 

^  fough  regulations   concerning   the    ship- 

""^"t  of  ani^^j^^  establishment  of  diseasc- 

r  herds  and  flocks,  disease  control   and 

'"tion  programs,   research,   laboratory 

f  "'inations  and   numerous   other   duties, 

LI '°™  ^  bulwark  of  defense  for  the  pro- 

U7   ''"'°'^'°^""^-    In  order  for  the 

Irol  1  ""f  ^^"^"^  '^'"'^^'^  *=°"^'"°l  groups  to 

fnd  hav  '''"  ^^'^  ^^'^  ^""""'^^  ^^'°"«^ 
nnalianf'  ^""   '"^^°''^   °^    practicing 

r"ers. 


as   well    as   herd   and    flock 


BLACK    WIDOW   SPIDER 
REALLY  A  WIDOW 

Food  habits  of  the  Black  Widow  Spider — 
one  of  the  few  poisonous  insects,  according 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture— are  similar  to  those  of  most  other 
spiders,  and  the  female  shows  a  tendency 
towards  cannibalism  in  that  it  has  a  habit 
of  eating  its  mate,  thus  becoming  a  self- 
made  widow. 

This  spider  usually  builds  its  web  in  dimly 
lighted  places  such  as  corners  of  garages, 
cellars,  basements,  barns,  sheds  and  other 
similar  frame  structures.  The  web  is  an 
irregular  criss-cross  of  coarse  threads  ending 
in  a  funnel  shaped  tube.  This  leads  gen- 
erally to  some  crack  or  hole  in  which  the 
spider  awaits  its  prey.  Attached  nearby  are 
the  egg  cases,  a  whitish  wrapped  ball  some- 
what larger  than  a  pea  in  which  400  to  500 
eggs  may  be  found. 

The  fact  that  the  Black  Widow  Spider 
seems  to  prefer  the  above  mentioned  home 
surroundings  accounts  for  the  accidental 
biting  of  persons  who  come  in  contact  with 
it.  Persons  bitten  by  this  spider,  or  suffering 
from  symptoms  suspected  to  be  spider  bites, 
should  consult  a  physician  as  soon  as 
possible. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  destruction  of 
webs,  egg  cases  and  spiders  are  the  obvious 
methods  of  control.  Spraying  with  oil  has 
been  resorted  to  on  occasions,  and  the  use  of 
household  fly  sprays  has  been  eflfective  under 
certain  conditions. 


SEVENTEEN  YEAR 
LOCUST  DAMAGE 

Damage  to  tip  branches  of  forest  and 
fruit  trees  is  common  in  all  areas  visited  by 
the  seventeen  year  locust  this  year,  accord- 
ing to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. The  effect  is  so  pronounced  in 
some  sections,  that  from  a  distance  the  trees 
look  completely  brown.  This  killing  was 
caused  by  the  puncturing  of  the  small 
branches  by  the  female  locust  in  laying  her 
eggs.  Most  of  these  twigs  will  be  broken 
oflF  later  by  the  wind  and  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  eggs  have  already  hatched  and  the 
young  locusts,  finding  their  way  to  the 
ground,  dig  in,  but  will  return  to  the  light 
of  day  as  adult  locusts  or  cicadas  seventeen 
years  later. 


HOG  CHOLERA 
CONTROL 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture reports  that  there  were  5,125  swine 
vaccinated  against  hog  cholera  in  156 
premises  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  month 
of  June.  The  serum-virus  method  was  used 
on  86  premises  consisting  of  3,437  swine,  and 
on  70  premises  consisting  of  1,688  swine  the 
single  method  was  used.  Six  premises  were 
quarantined  on  account  of  the  presence  of 
hog  cholera  during  the  month  of  June. 


FARM  PRODUCTS 
INSPECTION  POPULAR 

The  official  inspection  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables for  canning  and  for  shipment  to 
points  in  many  diflferent  parts  of  the  world, 
will  begin  in  Pennsylvania  about  August 
15th  and  continue  during  the  harvest  and 
storage  season  throughout  the  fall  and  winter 
months,  according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture.  The  peak  of  this  work 
is  reached  in  September,  October  and  No- 
vember, and  a  record  season  is  in  prospect. 
Requests  for  this  inspection  are  greater 
than  last  year,  due  to  the  increasing  demand 
for  inspection  of  products  for  canning,  to 
increased  grading  of  Pennsylvania-grown 
potatoes  and  to  generally  favorable  fruit 
crops,  particularly  peaches.  The  inspectors 
who  perform  these  services  are  licensed  by 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  but 
are  employed  by  the  canneries  and  fruit 
packing  plants  through  the  State  Horti- 
cultural Association. 

Last  year  more  than  2500  carloads  of 
apples,  peaches,  grapes,  and  potatoes  were 
certified  as  to  grade,  and  in  addition,  nearly 
two  and  three  quarter  million  pounds  of 
cannery  products  were  classified.  These 
cannery  products  included  apples,  tomatoes, 
peas,  cherries,  beans,  grapes  and  berries. 

According  to  Secretary  Light,  Pennsyl- 
vania will  stand  third  of  all  the  states  in  the 
production  of  peaches  this  year,  fifth  in  the 
production  of  grapes  and  potatoes,  probably 
third  or  fourth  in  the  production  of  apples, 
and  will  rate  as  the  fourth  largest  canning 
state  in  the  Union. 

The  standardization  and  grading  assist- 
ance of  the  State  Department  through  its 
inspection  services  has  done  much  to  aid 
growers,  canners,  shippers  and  distributors, 
the  Secretary  e;xplains.  This  work  has 
assisted  materially  in  securyig  for  Pennsyl- 
vania canned  and  fresh  farm  products  an 
enviable  reputation  on  principal  markets  of 
the  state  and  nation. 


FARM  FACTS 

By  the  time  the  Apiary  Inspection  Pro- 
gram of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  present  season  is  com- 
pleted, over  8000  apiaries  containing  approx- 
imately 50,000  colonies  of  bees  will  have 
been  inspected. 

The  chief  object  of  this  work  is  the  control 
of  bee  diseases.  The  Department  recognizes 
not  only  the  value  of  the  honey  and  wax 
crops,  but  also  the  very  great  importance  of 
bees  to  the  fruit  grower  and  producer  of 
other  crops  in  the  pollination  of  blossoms. 


390  stallions  have  been  licensed  in  Penn- 
sylvania during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 


155  claims  for  damages  to  livestock  and 
poultry  by  dogs  were  investigated  and 
appraised  by  agents  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  during  the  month  of  June. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  JULY  27,  1940 


Owner 

Norman  W.  Amidon 
Thomas  MetUcr 
Guy  A.  Leader 
Joachim  Breeding  Farm 
Guy  A.  Leader 
Piho  Brothers 
Rinker  Poultry  Farm 
J.  A.  Hanson 
Creighton  Brothers 
E.  B.  Parmcnter 


State 

Connecticut 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania 

Oregon 

Indiana 

Massachusetts 


Breed 

BPR 

NH 

SCWL 

NH 

SCWL 

SCWL 

SCWL 

SCWL 

SCWL 

RIR 


Rank 

1 
2 
3 

i 

f 

8 

9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 

3205.20 
3079.95 
2962.85 
2956.75 
2864.95 
2862.30 
2813.40 
2811.20 
2810.55 
2794.85 


£ggt 
To  DaU 

2094 
2995 
2853 
2798 
2827 
2733 
2679 
2696 
2711 
2672 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  JULY  27,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all  13  birds 

1939,  all  13  birds 

1940,  all  13  birds 


Percent 
Production 

49.71 
57.45 
59.37 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

151.33 
179.61 
183.14 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

149.62 
174.66 
178.67 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Ox.  Per  Dot. 


24.2 
24.7 
24.5 
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TEMPERAT 
ABNORMALLY  LOW 

The  Penasvlvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,  in  its' program  of  control  and  eradi- 

ion  of  Potato  Wart  Disease  has  main- 
ed  stations  for  the  recordmg  of  soil 
temperatures  in  various  sections  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

These  temperature  recordings  over  a 
period  of  years  have  now  produced  some 
Leresting  facts  and  scientific  data.  Accord- 
L  to  these  daily  records,  on  the  average, 
he  dailv  warm  period  has  been  running 
a'^proximateiy  two  hours  shorter  per  day 
d'rine  1940  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  previous  years,  during 
which  similar  records  have  been  taken. 

These  reports  all  show  that  up  to  July 
Inh  frost  still  remained  in  the  ground  at  a 
depth  of  5  feet  at  points  in  Sullivan  County. 
This  soil  condition  undoubtedly  has  an 
important  influence  in  the  resulting  soil 
temperatures,  and  a  bearing  upon  crop 
production. 

TOMATO  ACREAGE 
CONTINUES  INCREASE 

Tomato  growing  for  canning  purposes  is 
increasing  at  a  rate  which  is  rapidly  placing 
Pennsylvania  in  the  ranks  of  the  leading 
tomato  states  of  the  Nation,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  John  H.  Light,  announced 
today.  He  characterized  the  gains  in  tomato 
acreage  as  an  outstanding  agricultural  trend 
I  in  the  state. 

Only  3,400  acres   were   devoted   to   the 

I  growing  of  the  "improved  love  apple"   in 

1929,  but  this  has  grown   to   more   than 

IH.OOO  acres  this  year,  an  increase  of  nearly 

1 450%  in  12  years. 

A  large  part  of  this  tremendous  growth  is 
Idueto  tomato  juice  manufacture,  which  has 
I  grown  rapidly  in  Pennsylvania  because  the 
i,  highly  colored  and  well  ripened  Key- 
I  stone-State  tomatoes  excel  not  only  in  the 
Imanufacture  of  prime  tomato  juice,  but  also 
in  the  canning  of  whole  tomatoes,  in  soups 
and  in  the  manufacture  of  many  other 
Itomato  products.  So  favorable  are  the 
iPennsylvania  climate  and  soil  conditions  to 
Ithe  growing  of  tomatoes,  that  the  buyers  of 
jraw  stock  for  the  largest  canning  plants  in 
Ithe  world  state  that  "Pennsylvania  is  the 
Iheart  of  the  tomato  belt  of  the  Country. 
jThe  climate,  rich  and  well-tended  farm 
jlands,  and  the  nearness  to  markets  make 
IPennsylvania  the  center  of  this  great  indus- 
|tr\-.  Tomatoes  are  grown  to  the  east,  west, 
jnorth  and  south  of  Pennsylvania,  but  be- 
jcause  of  ideal  conditions  of  growth  and  loca- 
tion, a  much  greater  future  for  tomato 
|growing  is  in  store  for  the  Keystone-State." 

FEWER  J  VP  BEETLES 
REPORTED  IN  PHILA. 

In  looking  over  reports  from  the  Bureau 

fh  llS-'^"^^'^^''  ^^^^''ctary  of  Agriculture 
r  ,  "•  Light  notes  a  tremendous  decrease 
F"  the  Japanese  Beetle  population  in  Phila- 
FPnia  this  year  as  compared  to  reports 
M,w  in  previous  years,  and  especially 
p"ng  the  same  comparative  week  in  1931. 

,  J.is  year,  on  July  20,  the  report  shows 

""inspectors  found  no  beetles  on  this  date 

La       j°"'^    Square    or    Independence 

in  H  nn  °"'y  ^^°  ^^^t'es  on  plants  near 

;'  "all  Court,  three  on  weeds  near  Christ 

^n  Lemetery,  and  seven  on  shrubs  at 

l'>ji\.Vu^        ^'nder    the    same    date    in 

'Dort!i     ^^^^^^'^  <^onditions  similar,  the 

iS  c,;.    'ti^'/y  ^'ghts  of  beetles  on  the 

Rive,  r   P'atform    "^ar    the    Delaware 

lilarkpt      I''  ^"'^   ^'so   the    Dock    Street 

fcisael''''  l"'*"^  beetles  found  dead  in 

\  io^^°"  ^^e  streets.    A  general  survey  in 

«lesinfl-^l'^^  °^  ^^^  ^^^y  showed  many 

►'the  re  J  r'u''^^  ^^^  ^'^^^  turning  brown 

["^  result  of  beetle  feeding. 

^i  PrL'nTf  ^"'^   °f    th'8    condition, 
h  date  •/  k  several  years  preceding 

F'Wpo  on\u    ^"^*^  necessary  to  place  an 
^^^' market  H   "^'^^^'^^^^  ^^  produce  from 


ll' 


itiarUf  J    '.""^cment  ot  prodi 
•"^^kets  during  daylight  hours. 

^^l«ld'.^*'^  °]  J"'y  t^is  year,  the 
h^'  iocalit-^P*^^,'"^^  '"  '«8  numbers  in 
[icesinLan  '  *'^"°"?h  there  are  a  few 
[""''^swherrff^k*"^  ^°"^^  °^  the  nearby 
r^use  con.;!i  L,  ^'^  's  numerous  enough 
I         considerable  damage. 
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FALL  POULTRY  WORK 
BEING  ORGANIZED 

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture announces  that  the  program  in  flock 
selection  and  bloodtesting  of  poultry  last 
year  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  work.  Present  indications,  according  to 
requests  coming  into  the  Department  this 
year,  are  that  calls  for  this  service  will  be 
even  greater  than  last  year. 

Poultry  owners  desiring  to  have  their 
flocks  handled  for  breed  types  and  egg  pro- 
duction by  official  representatives  of  the 
Department,  should  advise  the  Department 
prior  to  September  first,  as  schedules  for 
this  work  are  now  being  set  up.  Hatchery- 
men  and  flock  owners  are  requested  to 
specify  the  number  of  birds  and  the  approx- 
imate dates  most  satisfactory  to  them.  Such 
information  is  used  to  accommodate  the 
producers  as  well  as  to  schedule  the  work  by 
areas,  both  of  which  add  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  program.  Should  requests  exceed  those 
of  last  year,  which  totalled  more  than 
350,000  birds  in  520  flocks  located  in  45 
counties,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  expand 
the  facilities  sufficiently  to  care  for  requests 
received  at  a  later  date. 

Application  blanks,  as  well  as  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  work,  may  be 
secured  by  writing  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


SAFE  INSECTICIDES 

Persons,  particularly  the  average  home- 
owner, who  are  interested  in  finding  a  safe 
insecticide  or  one  which  is  less  risky  to  have 
about  the  home,  should  consider  one  of  the 
newer  preparations  containing  rotonone, 
according  to  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture.  When  used  as  directed, 
these  materials  are  effective  against  many  of 
our  more  common  pests,  but  are  harmless  to 
man  and  other  warm  blooded  animals. 

The  point  to  be  certain  about  is  that  the 
insect  to  be  controlled  is  one  for  which  the 
material  is  intended,  and  in  all  cases,  the 
material  should  be  used  according  to  direc- 
tions given  on  the  package. 
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SUNSHINE  IMPORTANT 
FOR  ANIMAL  HEALTH 

Dr.  M.  F.  Barnes  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture  Diagnostic  Lab- 
oratory is  a  strong  believer  in  adequate  sun- 
shine for  the  control  and  eradication  of 
many  diseases  as  well  as  for  proper  growth 
and  development  of  our  farm  animals. 

Sunshine  and  health  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  certain  diseases  are  sure  to  occur  in 
the  absence  of  Sunshine. 

Sunshine  contributes  to  health  in  many 
ways.  It  not  only  furnishes  necessary 
vitamins  and  aids  in  normal  assimilation  of 
foods,  but  also  kills  disease  producing  germs 
and  molds. 

Damp  musty  stables  need  more  sunshine. 
Baby  animals  and  birds  need  sunshine. 
Baby  chicks  kept  in  a  dark  cellar  do  not 
thrive  properly,  and  soon  some  of  them  die. 
Put  them  out  in  the  sunshine  and,  like  a 
plant  under  similar  conditions,  they  s(X)n 
cheer  up  and  show  evidence  of  vigorous 
health.  Many  weaklings  in  calves  are  from 
a  similar  cause,  and  also  probably  have 
breathed  their  lungs  full  of  molds. 

Stables  constructed  with  plenty  of  win- 
dows on  the  sunny  side  are  well  constructed 
from  the  standpoint  of  sunshine.  There  are 
plenty  of  barns  in  Pennsylvania  still,  where 
proper  facilities  for  vigorous  growth  of  ani- 
mals are  not  provided.  The  owners  of  such 
stables  should  get  a  new  view  and  LET  THE 
SUNSHINE  THROUGH. 


ENORMOUS  LOSSES 
DUE  TO  PESTS 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  measure 
accurately  the  total  damage  caused  by 
destructive  pests,  it  is  estimated,  according 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, that  about  6000  species  of  insects 
collectively  destroy  $2,000,000,000  worth  of 
property  each  year  in  America.  Also,  it  is 
estimated  that  36  out  of  these  6000  pests 
cause  about  half  of  the  total  damage. 

Department  officials  state  that  it  should 
be  emphasized  that  at  least  two-thirds  of 
this  damage  is  preventable  if  proper  known 
control  methods  were  put  into  actual 
practice. 

Public  agencies  are  available  to  advise 
farmers  on  proper  control  methods,  and  to 
advise  them  of  new  materials  as  well  as  new 
methods  of  control  being  developed  by  our 
Experimental  Stations. 


Although  the  1940  honey  season  is  not 
over,  reports  indicate  a  crop  to  date  in 
excess  of  average  and  the  outlook  very  good 
for  the  fall  flow. 


Early  potatoes  are  reported  to  have  set 
well  and  stands  are  fairly  even.  Weather 
has  been  favorable  to  date,  with  digging  of 
the  commercial  crop  close  at  hand. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  AUG.  3,  1940 


Owiur 

Norman  W.  Amidon 
Thomas  Mettlcr 
Guy  A.  Leader 
Joachim  Breeding  Farm 
Guy  A.  Leader 
Piho  Brotheri 
Rinker  Poultry  Farm 
Creighton  Brothers 
J.  A.  Hanson 
E.  B.  Parmentcr 


SlaU 

Connecticut 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania 

Indiana 

Oregon 

Massachusetts 


Points 

Ens 

Breed 

Rank 

To  DaU 

To  Date 

BPR 

1 

3275.65 

3162 

NH 

1  1 

3128.80 

3042 

SCWL 

. 

3026.75 

2912 

NH 

1 

3010.75 

2849 

SCWL 

2929.65 

2889 

SCWL 

(i 
1  ' 

2907.75 

2776 

SCWL 

2881.55 

2744 

SCWL 

2860.80 

2758 

SCWL 

9 

2860.40 

2742 

RIR 

10 

2842.35 

2716 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  AUG.  3,  1938-1940 


Year 

1938,  all  13  birds 

1939,  all  13  birds 

1940,  all  13  birds 


Percent 
Production 

49.45 
57.60 
58.99 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

154.15 
183.10 
186.28 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

152.31 
177.42 
181.68 


Average  Egg  Wt . 
Ox.  Per  Do%. 

24.2 
24.7 
24.5 


/ 


I 
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CAKE  01 

wrnrdine  to  all  of  the  reports   received 

flv  bv  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 

wTciiiturc  from  the  egg  consuming  markets, 

ir  xtremclv  hot  weather  has  been  a  very 

nmtant  factor  in  determmmg  egg  prices  to 

L?s     There  is   a   definite   indication 

fJJ^e  conditions  have  affected  the  quality, 

Sh  in  turn  reduces  the  prices   paid   by 

'Trl'vTew  of  the  fact  that  the  hot  weather  is 

iiblv  to  continue  for  another  few  weeks    it 

desirable  that  special  precautions  be  taken 

V  nroducers   and    marketing    agencies    to 

.ert  every  possible  effort  to  take  better  care 

f  their  eggs.    The  scarcity  of  good  quality 

will  most  likely  cause  the  market  price 


10 


trend  upward  for  eggs  that  will  grade  m 
the  upper  classes,  therefore  the  advantage  in 
txerting  extra  care  will  be  reflected  almost 
immediately.  , 

The  bulk  of  the  eggs  now  moving  to 
markets  have  been  affected  by  weather  and 
other  market  conditions,  which  places  them 
,n  the  position  of  competing  for  consumer 
acceptance  which  is  seriously  lacking  on  low 
or  medium  quality. 

Practically  all  of  the  cooperative  egg 
idling  organizations  have  included  air  con- 
ditioning in  their  egg  holding  rooms,  which 
assists  in  maintaining  the  quality  delivered 
bv  producers.  Producers  cannot  have  expen- 
sive equipment  for  holding  their  eggs,  but 
tbey  should  use  any  natural  or  home-made 
storage  facilities  to  the  best  possible  advan- 
tage during  the  quality  depreciating  period. 

MANY  ANIIMAL  DEATHS 
CAUSED  BY  POISONING 

"Suspected  poisoning"  from  plants,  spoiled 

I  food  and  criminal  or  careless  use  of  poisons 

s  a  frequent   provisional    diagnosis    when 

animals  are  sick  from  an  unknown  cause, 

according  to  Veterinarians  in  the  Pennsyl- 

Ivania  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Accidental  and  criminal  poisoning  cause 
I  many  deaths  in  animals,  resulting  in  an 
Itnormous  loss  to  the  livestock  industry. 

Requirements  of  modern  agriculture  have 
[brought  to  the  farm  many  toxic  substances 
formerly  unknown  by  the  dairy  farmer. 
Examples  are  nitrate  of  soda  for  fertilizer, 
I  arsenate  of  lead  for  destroying  plant  pests, 
Icalcium  cyanide  for  poisoning  of  wood 
Ichucks,  and  cresol  and  other  poisonous  sub- 
stances under  a  myriad  of  trade  names. 

Overstocking  of  dry   pastures   or   ranges 

joiten  leads  to  the  eating  of  plants  not  com- 

Imonly  consumed,   such   as   lupines,    poison 

Ihemlock,  water   hemlock,    laurel,    bracken 

|iern,  white    snakeroot    and     prussic     acid 

producing  plants. 

Even  though   information    on    poisonous 

ilants  is  still  quite  incomplete,  much  valu- 

information    on    many    of    the    most 

oisonous  plants  is   now   definitely    known 

ind  available.     It  is  extremely   important 

fhat  the  livestock  owner  be  familiar  with  at 

J«t  the  more  common  poisonous  plants,  to 

petermine  if  some  of  the   plants   may   be 

K"T  *^  ^*"0"s   times   in    his   pastures, 

preby  preventing   possible    losses    in    his 

F«tock    by    eradicating     the     poisonous 

pUnts,  or  preventing    the    livestock    from 

F'ng  access  to  pastures  containing  such 

uvestc>ck  will  eat  poisonous  plants  more 
J«ily  when  the  pasture  is  scant  than  when 
Rat  IV  P-*""  are  in  a  thrifty  growing 
f  «■  ihis  18  quite  noticeable  in  late  sum- 
Nant*  • "  ^*^t'e  will  eat  some  poisonous 
pants  in  the  absence  of  good  pasture. 
Petimes  an  unhealthy  animal  may  nibble 
r  i»nts  that  it  would  not  touch  if  in  the 

'  P^"'"!  condition.      In    this    way    a 

f»ved  appetite  may  be  acquired   for   a 

wnous  plant.  ^ 

rrn^in  '*  ''l"°^"  ^^*^  poisonous  plants   are 

I.^^^V/  I'vestock  can  get  them,  the 

2  should  be   eradicated.      When    the 

anT  '*  *""^  ^^^  ^he  drinking  water  is 

v.*"5/^*^"*"^'  ^^^  animals  should  be 

^^^n  additional  forage  before  being  turned 

avail l*i""^^'  ^"^  *='<=»"  pure  water  should 
tanddr    "P"'**'y  ^^^C"  ^he  weather  is 

dot'"  *"""*'  ^comes  sick,  it  is  difficult 

ten  impossible  to  determine  the  cause. 

tted  „  "J'  P  '"^"^  •"  the  pasture  are  sus- 

tire'h"?l°'!'y  the  sick  animals,  but  the 

paceih".- .'"°V'^   be   removed    at    once. 

►y  Dhv.;!  I  •  '.""""Is  where  they  cannot  do 

J  ;'I^*'.'"JVry  to  themselves,  and  send 

isture  ,!V"*"»"    at   once.      Search    the 

jantjorl    ".*"»'"€    feed    for    poisonous 

'usDecfJT'j       ^^  "°t  resume  using 

pastiirl       M  '  °^  ^<^turn  the  animals  to 

♦tniined  ^^"^  """  ^^  the  trouble  is 


COCCIDIOSIS  CAUSES 
HEAVY  CHICK  LOSSES 

-Vt  three  weeks  of  age,  and  occasionally  at 
an  earlier  age,  a  very  serious  loss  producing 
disease  of  young  chicks — namely  coccidiosis 
— may  make  its  appearance  in  poultry 
flocks,  according  to  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

This  disease  is  caused  by  microscopic 
parasites  called  coccidia,  and  the  name 
coccidiosis  is  derived  from  the  name  of  the 
causative  parasites.  Infection  is  dependent 
upon  the  chick  ingesting  and  picking  up  the 
parasite  eggs,  which  are  called  oocysts. 

The  coccidia,  after  gaining  entrance  to  the 
intestines  by  way  of  the  mouth,  invade  the 
walls  of  the  intestinal  tract,  where  they 
multiply  at  a  very  rapid  rate  and  cause  much 
damage  to  the  tissues.  Finally,  oocysts  or 
egg  forms  are  produced,  which  pass  out  of 
the  body  with  the  fecal  material. 

The  oocysts,  after  leaving  the  bird  by 
way  of  the  droppings,  are  not  immediately 
capable  of  infecting  a  bird,  but  must  undergo 
further  development  or  sporulation  outside 
of  the  bird.  This  ripening  process,  under 
favorable  conditions  of  warmth  and  mois- 
ture, requires  from  one  to  three  days.  In 
this  form  (sporulated  oocysts)  the  coccidia 
may  live  for  periods  as  long  as  one  year, 
possibly  much  longer  periods,  and  still  be 
capable  of  producing  the  disease  when  taken 
in  by  susceptible  birds.  Coccidia  in  this 
stage  may  be  carried  from  place  to  place  by 
shoes,  crates,  feed  bags,  insects,  etc.  They 
are  killed  by  freezing  and  temperatures  above 
104  degrees  Fahrenheit,  but  are  resistant  to 
disinfectants  in  common  use. 

Coccidiosis  is  essentially  a  disease  of  the 
intestinal  tract,  and  is  divided  into  two 
types,  depending  upon  which  part  of  the 
tract  is  involved.  The  cecal,  or  socalled 
bloody  type,  which  is  characterized  by 
extensive  bloody  droppings,  attacks  the  ceca 
or  blind  pouches,  and  is  most  commonly 
observed  in  chicks  from  three  to  twelve 
weeks  of  age.  The  intestinal  type,  which  is 
in  some  cases  called  chronic  coccidiosis, 
affects  the  main  portion  of  the  intestines 
and  usually  occurs  in  older  birds,  with  rather 
indefinite  external  manifestations  such  as 
droopiness,  blood-tinged  mucous  in  the 
droppings,  and  emaciation.  In  these  dif- 
ferent forms  of  coccidiosis,  a  definite  diag- 
nosis can  be  made  only  by  a  careful  micro- 
scopic examination  of  the  droppings  and 
intestinal  scrapings. 

Medicinal  treatment  has  little  or  no  value 
in  the  cure  of  coccidiosis — all  socalled  treat- 
ments are  useful  only  insofar  as  they  help 
the  bird  to  eliminate  the  parasites  from  the 
system.  Probably  more  so  than  in  any 
other  disease,  strict  sanitation  is  the  only 
effective  means  of  control.  An  early  diag- 
nosis is  important,  and  the  immediate 
removal  of  birds  known  to  be  affected.  If 
the  disease  is  suspected  in  a  flock,  a  veterin- 
arian should  be  consulted  at  once,  and 
measures  instituted  to  diminish  the  number 
of  infective  parasites  available  for  reinfection. 


COUNTY  FAIR  DATES 

Manor  Farm  Show,  Millersville,  Pa.,  Sept. 
26-28,  Howard  P.  Siglin,  Secy.;  Washington 
Co.  Agr.  Fair,  Washington,  Pa.,  Sept.  18-21, 
J.  R.  Henderson,  Secy.;  Bradford  Co.  Agr. 
Society,  Towanda,  Pa.,  Aug.  27-30,  V.  L. 
Grenell,  Secy.;  Mifflin  Fair,  Newville,  Pa., 
Aug.  27-31,  A.  E.  Miller,  Secy.;  Bloomsburg 
Fair,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  23-28,  Harry  B. 
Correll,  Secy.;  Ligonier  Valley,  Ligonier, 
Pa.,  Sept.  17-20;  Lehighton  Fair,  Lehighton, 
Pa.,  Aug.  26-31,  Frank  R.  Diehl,  Secy. 


SEED  POTATO  FIELDS 
GET  FIRST  INSPECTION 

The  first  inspection  of  potato  fields  for 
seed  certification  is  being  completed  by 
agents  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture.  There  are  approximately  1525 
acres  of  potatoes  entered  for  inspection, 
which  are  composed  of  the  following  varie- 
ties and  listing  the  acreage  for  each:  Russet 
Rural  765,  White  Rural  245,  Katahdin  283, 
Cobbler  &  Nittany  142,  Bliss  Triumph  39, 
Chippewa  39,  Houma  10,  Green  Mountains  2. 

This  year,  there  were  approximately  135 
growers  in  25  counties  who  will  receive 
inspections,  as  compared  with  1208  acres  in 
1939  entered  for  certification  by  92  growers 
in  16  counties. 

Conditions  this  year  have  been  very  favor- 
able for  making  potato  inspections.  While 
there  has  been  some  very  hot  weather,  the 
weather  generally  has  been  quite  cool  and 
favorable  for  potato  growing.  Diseases  are 
more  easily  identified  during  seasons  of  cool 
temperature  than  during  periods  of  hot 
weather.  High  temperatures  have  a  tendency 
to  mask  certain  potato  diseases,  making  it 
difficult  to  identify  and  rogue  them  out. 

Potato  fields  under  inspection  have  been 
making  good  growth,  although  the  stands  in 
some  cases  are  not  up  to  normal.  Cold  wet 
weather  shortly  after  planting  is  thought  to 
have  rotted  seed  pieces  in  the  ground  before 
they  germinated.  Fields  are  being  rejected 
for  disease,  improper  isolation  from  other 
diseased  fields,  poor  stands,  and  poor  culture 
conditions. 

Late  Blight  has  appeared  in  several  coun- 
ties, but  up  to  the  end  of  July  it  had  not 
done  any  serious  damage.  The  recent  hot 
weather  is  maturing  the  early  crop  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  State.  Present 
prospects  indicate  a  good  crop  will  be 
harvested. 

TOMATO  CROP 

BENEFIT  TO  MANY 

The  steady  increase  in  the  production  of 
tomatoes  in  Pennsylvania  is  a  boon  not 
only  to  growers  and  canners,  but  also  to 
cannery  workers,  to  transportation  interests, 
and  to  cannery  supply  people,  which  includes 
those  who  furnish  coal,  cans,  labels,  cartons, 
machinery,  plants,  seeds  and  the  countless 
other  essentials  necessary  to  the  canning 
industry,  according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture.  In  breaking  down  the 
canned  tomato  dollar.  Secretary  Light  points 
out  the  grower  receives  25c,  labor  18c,  for 
can,  cases,  labels,  etc.  39c,  selling  costs  6c, 
for  taxes,  insurance  and  other  fixed  charges 
7c,  and  undivided,  which  includes  deprecia- 
tion, interest  on  investment  and  profits  5c. 

The  principal  tomato  sections  of  the  State 
in  the  past  have  included  York,  Franklin, 
and  Cumberland  Counties.  In  recent  years, 
large  acreages  have  also  been  planted  in 
Adams.  Erie,  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Columbia, 
Bucks  and  Schuylkill  Counties.  Much  of 
this  increased  acreage  has  been  contracted 
for  by  large  producers  of  national  renown, 
who  have  been  attracted  to  Pennsylvania 
because  of  the  excellent  conditions  which 
exist  here  for  the  growing  and  canning  of 
high  quality  tomato  products.  This  growth 
has  been  so  great  and  the  cash  return  to 
growers  has  been  so  satisfactory,  that  it  is 
not  difficult  to  see  a  still  greater  increase  in 
the  tomato  canning  industry  of  the  State 
within  the  next  decade. 

According  to  the  State  Supervising 
Inspector,  approximately  90%  of  the  1940 
Pennsylvania  harvest  will  be  purchased 
under  Federal  grades  and  State  inspection. 
The  good  reputation  of  Pennsylvania  canned 
tomato  proaucts  is  due  in  large  part  to  the 
improvement  of  quality  through  State 
grading  during  the  past  few  years. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  AUG.  10,  1940 


(hfnrr 

Norman  W.  Amidon 

Thomas  Mettler 

Guy  A.  Leader 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm 

Guy  A.  Leader 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm 

Piho  Brothers 

Creighton  Brothers 

j.  A.  Hanson 

Missouri  Valley  Hatchery 


StaU 

Connecticut 

New  jfcrsey 

Pennsylvania 

Nev/  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Indiana 

Oregon 

Missouri 


Points 

To  Date 

Breed 

Rank 

To  DaU 

BPR 

I 

3339.00 

3125 

NH 

2 

3186.35 

3097 

SCWL 

} 

3089.60 

2970 

NH 

1 

3067.55 

2902 

SCWL 

2990.00 

2947 

SCWL 

i 

2948.10 

2807 

SCWL 

2946.20 

2812 

SCWL 

8 

2911.95 

2806 

SCWL 

9 

2904.20 

2783 

SCWL 

10 

2896.95 

2845 

Year 

1938.  all  13  birds 

1939.  all  13  birds 

1940.  all  13  birds 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  AUG.  10,  1938-1940 


Percent 
Prodiution 

49.21 
57.24 
58.61 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

156.91 
186.39 
189.39 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bira 

155.01 
180.32 
184.63 


Average  Egg  IV t. 
Ox.  Per  Dot. 

1A.1 
24.7 
24.5 
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18^  Matter,  *June  23,   1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Hanrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6.  1900. 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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Harrisburg,  August  29,  1940 


No.  34 


BVKBEKRY  REMOVAL 
AIDS  OATS  YIELD 

POINT  of  interest,  in  connection 

4  with    the    Barberry     Eradication 
f*eram  for  the  control  of  cereal  rust,  is 

3  in  reports  of  the  Division  of  Crop 
tortS'g  of  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 

5  of  Agriculture  on  production   of 
oats  in  certain  Pennsylvania  counties. 

Barberry  eradication  work  was  started 
hv  the  Federal  and  State  Departments  of 
.LiPiilture  in  Lackawanna  and  Susque- 
a^TSunSes  in  the  fall  .of  1935,  and 
hv  the  end  of  1938,  the  major  portion  of 
the  agricultural  areas  in  these  two 
counties  had  been  covered. 

ThP  proD  reports  show  that  during  the 
fnur  crop  years  (1936-1939)  following 
he  start  of  the  eradication  work,  as 
compared  with  the  four  years  (1932- 
1935)  preceding,  total  production  of  oats 
in  these  two  counties  increased  as 
follows: 

For  Lackawanna  County,  an  increase 
of  133,170  bushels  in  total  production, 
or  30  7%:  for  Susquehanna  County,  an 
increase  of  406,020  bushels,  or  33.3%. 

The  reports  also  indicate  sorrie  increase 
in  acreage  in  these  two  counties,  but  it 
I  appears  that  this  increase  may  be  more 
apparent  than  real,  since  crop  failures 
I  which  were  more  frequent  during  the 
earlier  period  are  not  included  in  the 
estimates.  The  Department  is  cooperat- 
ing in  the  expansion  of  this  work  in 
I  other  Oat-growing  Counties  in  North 
Eastern  and  North  Western  Sections  of 
the  State. 

BANG'S  DISEASE  WORK 
CONTINUES  PROGRESS 

THE  eradication  and  control  of  Bang's 
disease,  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
provides  for  the  diagnosis  of  the  infection 
by  agglutination  blood  tests,  removal  of 
infected  animals,  thorough  disinfecting 
of  the  premises  and  the  promotion  of  the 
[herd  under  sanitary  principles. 

The  testing  of  herds  for  Bang's  disease 
I  under  the  Area  Plan  in  Pennsylvania  has 
been  conducted    in    24    counties — 424 
townships.    18  complete  counties  have 
been  tested  for  Bang's  disease  under  the 
Individual  or   Area    Plans    as    follows: 
jButler,   Cameron,    Clarion,    Columbia, 
jCrawford,  Elk,   Forest,   Juniata,    Arm- 
strong,  Indiana,    Jefferson,    Lawrence, 
jSullivan,   Suscjuehanna,   Venango,   Wy- 
joming,  Clinton  and  Clearfield 
I  All  of  the    above    counties,    except 
jLawrence,  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming, 
|have  qualified  as   Modified   Accredited 
gang's  Disease  Free  Areas  by  reason  of 
w  infection  having  been  reduced  to  one 
>rcent  or  less  of  the  cattle  tested,  and 
live  percent  or  less  of  the  total  number 
of  herds  tested.  11  of  the  above  accredited 
counties  qualified  since  January  1,  1939. 
Un  July  1,  1940,  throughout  the  state, 
here  were    10,410    herds    comprising 
U^3,4(.i  cattle  blood  tested  for  Bang's 
pease  under  the  Individual    Plan,   of 
'  3,110  herds  and  102,034  cattle  are 
ViooL  ^^  Bang's   Disease   Free;   and 
vi.  8  herds  comprising  302,581  cattle  in 
-*  owDships  of  the  Commonwealth,  or 
(i   "^.^''•^'*8  herds  (498,054  cattle) 
in  ?^?^^  Federal-State  supervision. 
J  total  of  70  goat  herds,  comprising 
*  animals  has  been  tested  for  Bang's 
F^ase  under  official   supervision.      Of 
number,  14  herds  (262  goats)  are 
f^-edasBang's  Disease  Free. 
esDnr^  ,        ^^^"    such    a    favorable 
IhaV/f  I?  ^"^  Bang's  disease  program 
L  ,i,7  /department  has  not  been  in  a 
Kdp  ?.u°  authorize  the  tests  of  herds 
Erehpin    •'■  P^^'^  as  rapidly  as  the  herds 
WS  l'^.^.^  "P  foJ"  test.    It  has  been 
hem  in  .»,     list  for  test  and  authorize 
lave  kJ     ^^^^^  *"  which  applications 
fualifipH  ?  ^^ceived  and  the  townships 
r  ( '"fyor  test. 

CS  ^'i940,  there  were  272  herds, 

h'MJ^^r-'    a""     approximately 

Va  P.!  "^'"  211  townships  under  the 

s(    'an  waiting  assignment  for  initial 
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FRESH  TOMATOES 
VALUABLE  IN  DIET 

XHE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  reports  that  the  Penn- 
ania  Tomato  Crop  is  one  of  the 
finest  ever  grown  in  the  State,  and  urges 
housewives  to  make  provision  for  their 
canning  needs  while  the  fruit  is  of  highest 
quality.  A  new  home-grown  tomato, 
even  though  it  be  of  only  medium  size, 
will  provide  about  one-half  of  an  indi- 
vidual's requirements  for  Vitamin  C  for 
a  single  day,  and  about  one-fifth  of  the 
Vitamin  A  needs  for  a  day.  It  will  also 
contribute,  in  addition,  some  Vitamin 
Bl,  and  Vitamin  G,  as  well  as  other 
essential  elements. 

One  cup  of  tomato  juice,  fairly  thick 
with  pulp,  will  give  all  the  Vitamin  C  an 
ordinary  person's  system  can  use  in 
one  day. 

Care  should  be  taken  in  making 
tomato  juice  at  home,  and  only  fully  ripe 
firm  tomatoes,  as  freshly  picked  as  pos- 
sible, should  be  used.  The  use  of  stain- 
less steel  knives,  as  well  as  avoiding 
utensils  of  copper,  brass  and  iron,  is 
recommended  in  order  to  preserve  the 
natural  flavor  and  color  of  the  fruit 
during  processing. 


A  checkup  of  all  unlicensed  livestock 
dealers  has  been  started  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Several  prosecu- 
tions have  been  lodged  and,  in  each  case, 
dealers  operating  without  a  license  in 
violation  of  the  law  have  been  fined 
$50.00  and  costs  of  prosecution.  All 
unlicensed  dealers  are  warned  to  give 
this  matter  their  immediate  attention. 


During  July,  Poultry  Inspectors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture 
selected  21,266  birds  in  21  flocks  located 
in  11  counties,  and  oflScially  inspected 
eggs  equivalent  to  19  carloads. 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Inspectors  were 
located  in  2  Pea  Canneries,  4  Cherry 
Canneries,  1  Currant  and  Strawberry 
Processing  Plant,  1  Bean  Cannery,  and  3 
Raspberry  Canneries  in  the  State,  where 
the  farmers'  products  are  being  pur- 
chased according  to  grades. 


STORAGE   PLANTS   AND 

MEAT  DEALERS 

WARNED 

SECENTLY  a  practice,  or  perhaps  it 
should  be  termed  a  trend,  of  mer- 
idising  has  sprung  up  in  some 
sections  of  the  State  which  is  in  violation 
of  two  very  important  State  Acts, 
according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

In  most  cases,  persons  violating  these 
acts  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  serious- 
ness of  their  actions.  Quite  a  few 
merchants  operating  retail  meat  markets 
were  buying  meats  of  questionable  origin 
to  be  sold  to  customers  as  dog  food. 

The  Acts  of  Legislature  referred  to 
above  are  the  Meat  Hygiene  Act  of 
1915-39  and  the  Tank  Act  of  1929. 
These  Acts  specifically  state  that  un- 
wholesome meat  of  any  description 
intended  for  animal  feeding  shall  not  be 
stored  or  handled  in  any  establishment 
wherein  foods  for  human  consumption 
are  handled,  stored  or  sold. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  meat  in 
question  originated  in  rendering  plants, 
dead  animal  plants  and  concerns  of  a 
like  nature,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
considered  as  anything  but  unwhole- 
some. Such  meat  may  have  been  the 
carcass  of  an  animal  which  died  of 
disease,  accident,  poisoning,  emaciation 
or  many  other  conditions,  and  to  place 
it  in  a  refrigerator  with  meats  intended 
for  human  consumption  would  be  a 
hazard. 

From  the  human  standpoint,  the 
handling  of  such  meats  in  a  cooler,  over 
the  same  block,  or  cutting  with  the  same 
knife  used  to  cut  wholesome  meats  is 
dangerous  and  liable  to  contamination. 
Besides,  the  butcher  himself  is  subject  to 
infection  or  even  a  more  serious  illness 
should  he  have  a  scratch  or  cut  on  his 
hand  and  handle  such  meat. 

Secretary  Light  states  that  in  many 
localities,  merchants  have  a  clientele 
that  will  readily  purchase  meats  for  their 
canine  friends.  The  best  way  for  the 
merchant  to  handle  this  situation  is  to 
buy  a  cheap  piece  of  beef — that  is,  so  to 
speak,  a  low  grade  of  beef,  such  as  cow 
beef,  from  the  abattoir  where  the  rest  of 
the  supplies  are  purchased.  By  so 
doing,  the  merchant  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  meat  originated  in  an  abattoir 
under  proper  conditions.  Cold  storage 
plants  in  different  locations  have  taken 
meat  of  this  type  in  for  storage.  The 
violations  were  made  innocently  and 
when  the  attention  of  the  owners  was 
called  to  the  Cold  Storage  Act,  the  viola- 
tions were  discontinued. 

The  Department  wishes  to  advise  all 
meat  markets,  meat  venders,  and  cold 
storage  warehouses  at  this  time  that  the 
storing,  handling,  or  selling  of  any  un- 
wholesome meat  or  meat  food  product  in 
any  establishment  or  building  wherein 
meats  or  meat  food  products  are  stored, 
handled  or  sold  for  human  consumption 
is  a  violation  of  the  law.  If  coiivicted  in 
a  summary  proceeding,  the  violator  is 
subject  to  a  fine  of  $500.00  and  three 
months  in  the  County  Jail.  Play  safe — 
sell  only  wholesome  meats  even  for  dog 
food,  and  don't  place  anything  in  your 
cooler  that  is  of  a  doubtful  origin. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  E(;G  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  AIX, 


Rank 

1 
2 
3 

_  New  Jersey.      NH 4 

Guy  A.  leader.  "  Pennsylvania  f^J^ | 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania  lS^„,f 7 

Connecticut SCWL  7 


Owner                                                State  Breed 

Norman  W.  Amidon Connecticut  BPR 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey.  SvJ^Vi 

Guy  A,  Leader Pennsylvania  ^.\V^^ 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm 


Piho  Brothers. 

Missouri  Valley  Hatcheries 

Creighton  Brothers 

J.  A.  Hanson 


Missouri SCWL . 

.  Indiana SCWL . 

.Oregon SCWL. 


8 
9 
10 


Points 
To  Date 

3404.10 
3241.55 
3145.90 
3121.55 
3057.05 
3020.45 
2985.45 
2966.50 
2965.40 
2961.30 


17,  1944> 

Eggs 
To  Date 

3285 
3149 
8022 
2952 
3011 
2876 
2849 
2911 
2856 
2836 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  AUG.  17,  1938-1940 

Percent  Average  Points      Average  Eggs    Average  Egg  Wt. 

Y^^  Production  Per  Bird  Per  Bird  Oz.  Per  Doi. 

1938.  all  13  birds 48.90  159.47  157.45  24.3 
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^TIONAL    DAIRY    SHOW   -  HARRISBURG,    PA.   -  OCT.    12  -  19,    1940 


PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

NEWS  BULLETIN 

June  23i.l909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,   Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,  1900. 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


Harrisburg,  September  5,  1940 


»OOT-FEEDIX<5  GRUBS 
CAN  BE  CONTROLLED 

CiRASS  roots  are  severely  damaged  by 
r  certain  leaf-feeding  grubs,  according 
-ohn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
These  grubs  are  the  worm  stage  of 


-^nhn  H  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 

^"      These  grubs  are  the  worm  stage  oi 

I  such  beetles  as  the  Japanese  beetle  and 


ture 


'  eral  of  our  native  beetles  which  are 

dv  related  to  the  Japanese  beetle. 

I  nme  of  these  grub  forms  remam  m  the 

;  ound  for  as  many  as  three  yeare  while 

r  the  case  of  the  Japanese  beetle,  the 

lb  is  in  the  ground  for  one  year  only 

f'nder  field  conditions,  grassland  which 

i  known  to  be  infested  with  these  grubs 

hrmld  be  plowed  in  the  late  fall  and 

Iwed  rather  deep.    This  will  expose  the 

Jrub  worms  to  their  natural  enemies, 

Lh  as  birds   and   such    insect-eatmg 

ranimals  as  the  skunk      It  is  important 

I  that  the  ground  be  plowed  in  late  fall, 

Isince  the  grubs   have   a    tendency   to 

Imierate  rather  deep  for  the  protection 

latlorded  by  temperatures  above  freezing. 

Ilhe  plowing  should  be  done  after  they 

Lve  made   this    migration,    and    late 

lenough  so  that  the  grubs  will  be  inactive 

land  unable  to  migrate  downward  again. 

iThis  plowed  ground  should  be  worked  in 

larly  spring  to  again  disturb  the  grubs 

land  to  further  expose   them   to   their 

Inatural  enemies. 

Under  the  home  lawn  and  like  condi- 
Itions,  grass  should  be  protected  by  appli- 
cations of  arsenate  of  lead.  The  arsenate 
\\  lead  may  be  applied  anytime  during 
the  open  season,  that  is,  when  the  tem- 
perature is  above  freezing.  However, 
Ihe  best  time  to  make  the  application  is 
In  late  summer.  This  is  to  kill  the  grubs 
^f  the  beetle  while  they  are  small.  Use 
*n  pounds  of  arsenate  of  lead  to  1.000 
Square  feet  of  sod.  The  arsenate  of  lead 
i  evenly  distributed  over  this  area  and 
Ihen  washed  in.  It  should  be  mixed  with 
kme  such  material  as  slightly  moist  soil 
brsand,  using  about  25  times  the  volume 
bf  the  arsenate  of  lead.  Where  spray 
Equipment  is  available,  the  arsenate  of 
jead  may  be  placed  one  pound  in  one 
[allon  of  water,  and  spread  over  the 
measured  area,  using  it  at  the  same  rate — 
hat  is,  ten  pounds  to  1,000  square  feet. 

SANITATION 
IMPORTANT  IN 
SWINE  PRODUCTION 

PROSPEROUS  farmers  long  ago 
recognized  that  hogs  raised  under 
Iroper  conditions  were  profitable,  accord- 
fg  to  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
fgnculture.  However,  as  strange  as  it 
{ay  seem,  many  farmers  still  believe 
[at  hogs  cannot  be  healthy  unless  they 
fe  allowed  to  live  in  filthy  quarters. 

f-ll  constructed   cement   hog   wallows 

f  usually  sanitary,  if  refilled  with  clean 
later  at  intervals,  and  give  much  com- 
F  to  the  hogs  in  hot  weather.  How- 
F;  the  ordinary  mud  wallow  becomes 
p, ".'thy  and  a  good  breeding  ground 
r  aiseases,  especially  internal  and 
fternal  parasites. 

t^wine  sanitation  involves  good  drain- 
good  hght,  and  ventilation  of  build- 

.  ■ ,  ,,^'8"  standard  of  sanitation  is 
IdiKt  ^"%"^ost  pressing  needs  in  this 
Id^M     prevents  worm  infestation 

be  T  f  -^^  ^"J"^y  vi\^\(^\i  worms 
P    •  intestinal  worms  are  more  or  less 

Tu  In!  f*°  ^^^  ^""^^  b^t   particularly 
jnous  to  young  growing  pigs. 

LrJ!  v^^    infested     with     these 

ti,,i;  ,y  swallowing   the   worm   eggs 

5  «ire  found  in  the  manure  of  in- 

Td"«nT'   ^^^    the    wallows,    pens, 

riftv  TL  !P  •    Wormy  pigs  are  never 
y- and  there  are  ten  times  as  many 

on.  Ht?/  ^'^!''?^y  P^KS  as  there  are 

litarvll  ?..^h^^h  ai'e   raised   under 

;'|ary  conditions. 

:w^ij;\^"der  good  conditions  also 
irket  ir,  o  ^^^^^  ^"d  are  ready  for 
^^lessfJod^"      shorter  time  and  on 

fc^,?  '^^^"^ated  that  16  to  20% 

^  undS  .^'"P  ^^ved  in  the  growing  of 

bie  f/pf   "•  ^^7  conditions,  and  this 

the  Hiff  ^"  ^^^  production  of  pork; 

"^difference  between  profit  and 
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HOG  CHOLERA 

PREVENTED  BY 

PROPER  TREATMENT 

THE  treatment  of  hog  cholera  is  most 
beneficial  when  administered  as  a 
preventive  rather  than  a  curative  agent, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Howe  /er,  in  the  very  early 
stages  of  the  disease,  it  seems  to  have 
some  curativre  value.  It  is  good  practice 
for  farmers  to  have  their  veterinarian 
protect  their  herds  by  inoculation  when 
cholera  exists  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  Department  cautions  those  who 
have  had  their  hogs  immunized  against 
hog  cholera,  by  the  simultaneous  treat- 
ment, not  to  become  lax  and  fail  to  have 
the  young  pigs  treated  before  they  are 
weaned.  This  is  the  most  important 
factor  in  the  success  of  the  treatment. 

FARM  FACTS 

The  quantity  of  wool  shorn  or  to  be 
shorn  in  the  United  States  in  1940  is 
estimated  at  388,692,000  pounds— the 
largest  production  on  record  for  the 
Nation.  Pennsylvania  production  is 
placed  at  2,834,000  pounds— the  1939 
crop  was  2,842,000  pounds  and  the  1929- 
38  average,  3,155,000  pounds.  Weight 
per  fleece  in  1940  was  7.7  pounds  and  the 
number  of  sheep  shorn,  368,000  com- 
pared with  the  10-year  average  of  7.5 
pounds  from  423,000  head. 

Of  the  4,622,000,000  pounds  of  milk 
produced  on  farms  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1939,  it  is  estimated  that  111,000,000 
pounds  were  fed  to  calves,  434,000,000 
pounds  consumed  in  farm  households  as 
milk  or  cream,  274,000,000  pounds  used 
for  making  butter  on  farms,  155,000,000 
pounds  sold  wholesale  as  cream,  2,958,- 
000,000  pounds  as  milk,  and  690,000  000 
pounds  retailed  by  producers  as  milk  or 
cream.  

Production  of  timothy  seed  in  the 
United  States  is  expected  to  be  about  16 
percent  smaller  than  last  year,  and  31 
percent  under  the  10-year  average.  The 
forecast  for  Pennsylvania  is  a  crop  of 
4600  bushels  from  2,000  acres,  compared 
with  4800  bushels  harvested  last  year 
from  2,200  acres. 
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REMOVE  DISEASED 
RASPBERRY  PLANTS 

RASPBERRY  growers  should  inspect 
their  plantings  for  diseases  during 
the  growing  season  and  remove  any 
plants  showing  symptoms  of  virus 
diseases,  according  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture.  This  group 
of  diseases  lives  on  the  inside  of  the  plant 
tissue,  or  in  plant  sap,  and  cannot  be 
controlled  by  spraying  as  can  many 
external  diseases  of  plants.  The  means 
of  controlling  these  diseases  is  by  remov- 
ing the  infected  plants  and  destroying 
them.  The  casual  virus  is  spread  from 
plant  to  plant  by  sucking  insects.  The 
more  infected  plants  there  are  present 
in  a  planting,  the  greater  is  the  chance 
for  spread  to  healthy  plants.  All  Rasp- 
berry Viruses  have  certain  characteristics 
in  common.  Infected  plants  never 
recover,  and  every  part  of  a  diseased 
bush  becomes  infected  so  that  any  stock 
propagated  from  such  plants  is  also 
infected. 

Of  the  Virus  diseases,  Mosaic  is  the 
most  serious.  The  basic  symptoms  of 
Mosaic  infection  is  a  mottling  of  the 
leaves,  with  light  green  or  yellowish  spots 
appearing  in  the  normal  or  dark  green 
leaf.  The  mottling  varies  from  a  speck- 
ling to  a  blistered  or  all  yellow  condition. 
An  infected  plant  may  show  mottling  on 
only  a  few  leaves,  or  on  all  its  leaves, 
depending  on  such  factors  as  variety, 
vigor,  time  of  season  and  weather 
conditions. 

Next  in  importance  to  Mosaic  of  the 
Virus  diseases  is  Leaf-Curl.  This  disease 
is  spread  from  diseased  to  healthy  plants 
by  the  small  Raspberry  Aphid.  The 
term  Leaf-Curl  describes  the  symptoms 
of  this  disease,  which  are  always  notice- 
able throughout  the  growing  season. 
Leaf-Curl  is  readily  controlled  by  the 
same  treatment  as  for  Mosaic. 


REQUEEN  TO  CONTROL 
BEE  DISEASES 

OBSERVATIONS  made  by  agents  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  conducting  apiary  inspec- 
tions this  season  indicate  that  requeening 
should  be  given  more  attention  in  efforts 
to  control  bee  diseases. 

The  Department  urges  the  use  of 
queens  of  good  stock  to  requeen  colonies 
this  fall.  If  proper  stock  is  selected, 
European  Foulbrood  and  Sac  Brood  can 
be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  A  strain  of 
bees  is  being  developed  to  assist  in  con- 
trolling American  Foulbrood,  our  most 
destructive  bee  disease.  By  requeening 
colonies  with  disease  resistant  stock,  the 
percentage  of  disease  will  be  considerably 
reduced.  However,  badly  diseased  col- 
onies should  be  destroyed  at  this  time  of 
year,  and  the  remaining  colonies  re- 
queened.  Good  Italian  queens  are  bred 
by  most  queen  breeders.  They  are  easy 
to  handle,  resistant  to  disease  and  are 
good  honey  gatherers. 

To  obtain  best  results,  colonies  should 
be  requeened  each  year.  August  and 
September  is  the  best  time  to  do  this 
work.  Queens  can  be  purchased  from 
Pennsylvania  breeders,  and  are  reason- 
able in  price  this  time  of  the  year,  arid 
colonies  are  not  so  apt  to  swarm  as  in 
the  spring,  when  they  are  building  up 
for  the  main  honey  flow. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  AUG.  24,  1940 

Points 
Owner  State  Breed  Rank 

Norman  W.  Amidon Connecticut BPR 1 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey l^J^ 2 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania SCWL 8 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm New  Jersey ^if^Vr 5 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania ^S^ f 

Kiniter  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania sS^ S 

Piho  Brothers Connecticut §5^ I 

Creighton  Brothers Indiana sS^r a 

Missouri  Valley  Hatchery Missouri sS^}^ ,X 

J.  A.  Hanson Oregon SCWL 10 

PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  AUG.  24,  1938-1940 

Percent  Average  Points      Average  Eggs    Average  Egg  Wt. 

Year  Production  Per  Bird  Per  Bird  Oz.  Per  Dox. 

1938.  all  13  birds 48.56  161.92  159.78  24.3 

1939  all  13  birds 56.60  192.52  86.22  24.7 

1940  all  13  birds 57.89  195.65  190.44  24.6 


Points 
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To  Date 

To  Date 
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1)\MAGE  TO,TI^ES 
BV  INSECTS  EXPLAINED 

TWO    insects     have     done     enough 
damage  in  parts  of  the  State  this 
,  ^Q  attract  considerable  attention, 
Srding  to  entomologists  in  the  Penn- 
Icvvania    Department    of    Agriculture. 
The  black  locust  trees  have,  in  many 
bations,  lost  the  greater  part  of  their 
paves  or  at  least  the  leaves  have  turned 
Lwn'  and  on  close  examination,  they 
arefoiind  to  be  hollowed  out  between  the 
taf  layers.    This  work  was  done  by  an 
nsect  known  as  the  locust  leaf  miner. 
The  parent  form  is  a  beetle  about  one- 
L-uarter  of  an  inch  long,  and  is  strikingly 
marked  with  black   and    deep   orange. 
This  insect  spends  the  winter  in   this 
beetle  stage  on   or   near   locust    trees. 
When  the  young  leaves  are  developing 
about  the  first  of  May  or  a  little  later, 
Ithese  over-wintering   beetles    lay   their 
leges  on  the  leaves.    Upon  hatching,  the 
Isniall  maggot-like  grub  eats  its  way  into 
Ithe  inner  layer  of  cells  and  eats  out  the 
Iportion  of  the  leaf  between  the  upper  and 
llower  layer.    The  presence  of  the  grubs 
lis  known  by  the  appearance  of  dead  leaf 
lareas.    This  and  the  feeding  done  by 
Ithe  beetle  stage  is  responsible  for  the 
unhealthy  condition  of  the  locust  trees 

bis  fall. 
It  is  quite  difficult   to    control    this 
n?ect,  since  the  ordinary  spray  applica- 
tions will  not  reach  the  grub  between  the 
leaf  layers.     Specimen    trees    may    be 
krayed  in  the  early  spring  with  arsenate 
p{  lead  at  the  rate  of  two  pounds  in  one 
Eundred  gallons  of  water.    Fortunately, 
this  insect  does  not  occur  in  large  enough 
numbers  each  year  to  do  the  damage  it 
feas  done  this  year.     They  are  held  in 
pck  by  a  great  many  parasites  which 
prey  upon  the  egg  and  beetle  stages. 
These  parasites  so  reduce  the  numbers 
|hat  in  certain  years  it  is  difficult  to  find 
he  damage  of  this  insect. 
.\nother  oll'ender  that  has   caused   a 
[Teat  deal  of  damage  on  unsprayed  fruit 
^ees  or  on  shade  trees  is  the  bagworm. 
k  this  common  name  implies,  the  worm 
|r  lar\'ae  stage  constructs  a  silken  bag 
Ihout  itself,   which    it    carries    around 
nroughout  its  growing  period.     On  the 
[utside  of  this  bag,  bits  of  leaves  upon 
|hich  the  worms  have  been  feeding  are 
Ittaohed.    The  feeding  is  entirely  over 
!  this  time,  and  the  female  moth,  which 
fver  left  the  bag,  has  laid  several  eggs 
[the lower  end  of  the  bag.    These  over- 
winter and  will  hatch  next  May  to  again 
[art  a  generation  which  will  feed  upon 
fe  foliage  of  trees.     Evergreens  espe- 
•ally  are  severely  damaged  by  this  time 
'year.  In  the  spring  it  is  quite  easy  to 
mn  these  worms  by  an  application  of 
f^cnate  of  lead,  used  at  the  rate  of  two 
pds  m  fifty  gallons  of  water.     The 
^t  thmg  for  the  control  of  the  insect  at 
«eiit  IS  the  collecting  of  these  bags 
pi  destroying  them  by  burning.    Keep 
ISr^^?  'ookout  for  the  bags  all  winter 
l«g.  and  remove  them  just  as  soon  as 
l^y  are  noticed. 

1 A  third  insect  that  has  caused  some 

rj[  m  IS  the  lall  webworm.    This  worm 

rne  immature  stage  of  one  of  the  moths 

JQ  occurs  in  some  parts  of  the  State 

ry  jear.    They  are  easily  controlled 

,  P;aying  with  arsenate  of  lead  but, 

hL/^^^}  part,    they    are    usually 

p1  n   ^"    ^"®  worms  are  allowed  to 

op  and  reach  maturity  and  thus  the 

pft  increases  m  number. 

CANNING  SEASON 
^OON  AT  PEAK 

fmfn^^  °^  Pennsylvania's  largest 
2?  '^^?"    ^"1    come    during 
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te  A?r?^^  {^^  cannmg  crops  in  the 
^e^t  r^^^y  ^^  1932,  Pennsylvania 
MofZ''"-^  ^^'000  acres  of  vege- 
'^'1  D,inff  ^"^^'  Secretary  Light  dis- 
PenS"^-^"^  tl^at  the  increase  in 
'oneo7i!''^c''^""l"2  industry  has 
cultural  f  state's  fastest  growing 
«oodfrrm  ^Vl^^^^'  and  prospects 
i'npro  P  T^-^  Pennsylvania  farmers 
i^'try  pLf-  ^^  ^aah  income  if  this 
len/  continues   its    normal    devel- 
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HEART  WORM  DISEASE 
IN  DOGS  INCREASES 

A  MARKED  increase  in  the  diagnosis 
/\  of  Heart  Worm  Disease  in  dogs  has 
been  reported  recently  in  Pennsylvania, 
according  to  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  This  may  be  due 
to  a  real  increase  in  the  occurrence  of  the 
disease,  or  it  may  represent  the  uncover- 
ing by  closer  examination  of  a  condition 
already  long  established. 

Increased  interest  in  Heart  Worm 
disease  has  followed  the  recent  discovery 
01  specific  treatments.  These  treatments 
have  the  valuable  property  of  eliminating 
the  larvae  already  in  the  circulation  and 
stopping  the  further  reproduction  of  the 
adult  females  already  present.  It  is  not 
claimed  that  the  mature  worms  are 
killed. 

Transmission  of  heart  worm  from  dog 
to  dog  is  known  to  take  place  through 
the  agency  of  mosquitoes.  Removal  of 
larvae  from  the  circulating  blood  pre- 
vents this  mode  of  transmission,  thus 
eliminating  a  potential  source  of  infection. 

POULTRY  ITEMS 

MORE  than  1000  chickens  per  day 
were  handled  by  the  Pennsylvania 
3epartment  of  Agriculture  Inspectors 
during  the  month  of  August,  which 
makes  this  the  largest  August  program 
in  the  history  of  the  work,  which  started 
in  1924.  Twenty  farms  were  involved 
in  the  selection  of  breeding  birds  for  egg 
production  and  breed  type. 

Poultrymen  have  indicated  their  desire 
to  have  their  birds  selected  early  this 
year  to  eliminate  the  undesirable  breed- 
ers, and  thus  save  on  their  feed  costs, 
which  are  somewhat  higher  than  usual 
at  the  present  time.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
many  more  poultrymen  than  in  the  past 
have  requested  the  services  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  Inspectors, 
and  full  schedules  have  been  arranged 
covering  each  inspector  until  the  end  of 
October. 

August  was  also  a  banner  month  for 
Record  of  Performance  inspections, 
which  totalled  20  as  compared  to  the 
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EGG  GRADING  WORK 
SHOWS  INCREASE 

EGG  inspection  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  showing  an 
upward  trend,  as  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  during  the  month  of  August,  4,254 
cases,  which  represents  more  than  10)^ 
cars,  were  inspected  in  the  Harrisburg 
and  Pittsburgh  districts,  according  to 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
In  spite  of  the  very  warm  weather  during 
the  month,  25  percent  of  the  eggs  in- 
spected in  the  Harrisburg  district  graded 
Extras,  as  against  41  percent  in  the 
Pittsburgh  district.  The  balance  of  the 
eggs  in  each  district  graded  Standards. 
The  majority  of  the  eggs  were  in- 
spected for  Institutional  use,  some  were 
inspected  for  relief  distribution,  and  the 
remainder  inspected  in  cartons  for  con- 
sumer use.  The  cartoned  eggs  are  sealed 
with  Certificates  ot  Quality,  which 
specify  the  grade  and  serve  the  purpose  of 
protecting  consumer  purchases. 

More  Institutions  are  requesting  the 
grading  service  as  they  find  that  the 
quality  of  eggs  is  better  and  the  price 
more  reasonable.  Except  for  instances 
where  poultry  plants  are  maintained  for 
egg  supplies,  purchases  of  inspected  eggs 
are  most  desirable.  All  types  of  Institu- 
tions may  take  advantage  of  the  services 
rendered  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 

POTATO   STALK   BORER 

CAUSES  DAMAGE  IN 

LUZERNE  COUNTY 

THE  Potato  Stalk  Borer  appeared  in 
harmful  numbers  in  at  least  one  field 
in  Luzerne  County  this  fall,  according  to 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
The  parent  form  of  this  borer  is  a 
weevil  somewhat  like  the  Circulio  that 
attacks  plums.  It  was  present  in  this 
field  in  sufficient  numbers  to  cause  the 
death  of  most  of  the  potato  plants.  This 
insect  is  not  new  in  Pennsylvania,  but  it 
does  not  occur  in  any  large  numbers  year 
after  year. 

It  was  reported  as  early  as  1908  from 
Cumberland  County.  Other  records 
were  made  in  1917.  It  is  probable  that 
this  insect  does  occur  in  small  numbers  in 
potatoes  and  weeds  closely  related  to  this 
plant  each  year,  and  that  only  under 
very  favorable  conditions  does  it  get 
numerous  enough  to  cause  the  damage 
that  it  seems  to  have  caused  in  this  one 
District  this  year. 

The  remedy  is  the  prompt  cutting  and 
burning  of  the  infested  potato  plants  and 
such  other  host  plants  as  Jimson  Weed 
and  Nightshade.  Fortunately  there  is 
only  one  generation  of  the  weevil  each 
year. 


usual  8  or  10.  These  inspections  involve 
2  days  of  inspection  at  each  breeding 
farm,  where  official  body  and  egg  weights 
are  secured  to  assist  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  determining  birds  that 
will  be  entitled  to  certificates  at  the  end 
of  their  365  day  laying  period. 

Nineteen  poultry  flocks  are  cooperating 
with  the  Department  in  the  1939-1940 
R.  O.  P.  work,  and  requests  on  hand 
indicate  that  an  equal  number  will  coop- 
erate during  the  1940-1941  year. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  AUG.  31,  1940 

Points  Eggs 

Owner                                                 State                            Breed           Rank             To  Date  To  Date 

Norman  W.  Amidon Connecticut BPR 1                  3532.55  3406 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey NH 2                  3353.45  3254 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania SCWL 3                  3261.80  3128 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm New  Jersey NH 4                  3237.70  3059 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania SCWL 5                  3180.35  3128 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania SCWL 6                   3156.20  3002 

Croighton  Brothers Indiana SCWL 7                  3080.70  2962 

J.A.Hanson Oregon SCWL 8                  3079.15  2945 

Pi  ho  Brothers Connecticut SCWL 9                  3073.75  2932 

Missouri  Valley  Hatchery Missouri SCWL 10                  3072.40  3010 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  AUG.  31,  1938-1940 


Year 


Percent 
Production 


1938,  all  13  birds 48.22 

1939,  all  13  birds 56.26 

1940,  all  13  birds 57.18 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

164.35 
195.46 
198.36 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

162.01 
189.04 
193.07 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Oz.  Per  Doz. 

24.3 
24.7 
24.5 


( 


I 


H 


i 


I 


»     I 


li 


(• 


^^'ONAL    DAIRY    SHOW   —  HARRISBURG,    PA.   —  OCT.    12  -  19,    1940 


PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  s- 

f EEJ^LX  NEWS  BULLETIN 

rt<.red  as  second-qTh*  Matter, -» June  23,   1909,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  under  Act  of  Congress,  June  6,   1900. 
J!  '  ,        -r  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


'■  il 


Vol.  25 


^ 


Harrisburg,  September  19,  1940 


No.  37 


PROMPT  DIAGNOSIS 
OF  RABIES  IMPdRrANT 

VFTERINARIANS  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture 
t,fP  that  Rabies  is  primarily  an  animal 

!  .Hv  and,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases, 
r  ansSed  to  man  by  the  bite  of  a 

hid  doe  The  virus  is  present  in  the 
Sa  of  the  infected  animal  even  before 
Zdoi  manifests  any  symptoms  of  ill- 
11  and  it  has  been  shown  experiment- 
!ilv  that  this  infectious  state  may  cover 

period  of  from  eight  to  fourteen  days. 
m  this  fact  in  mind,  all  bitmg  dogs 
luld  not  be  destroyed  at  once,  but 
'hould  be  held  carefully  confined  for 
nhsenation  under  the  supervision  of  a 
ieterinarian.  If  the  dog  is  affected  with 
Rabies  death  will  usually  occur  within 
from  three  to  five  days,  in  which  case  the 
brain  should  be  removed  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  laboratory  diagnosis.  If, 
instead  of  dying,  the  animal  becomes 
normal  and  is  alive  after  the  two  weeks, 
the  possibility  of  its  having  been  affected 
with  Rabies  is  remote  and  the  persons 
bitten  will  be  saved  much  anxiety  and 
I  perhaps  the  inconvenience  of  antirabic 
treatment. 

In  case  of  a  bite  by  a  rabid  dog,  it  is  of 
paramount  importance  that  medical 
supervision  be  instituted  immediately. 
In  order  that  the  proper  destination  may 
be  reached  in  the  shortest  possible  time, 
the  entire  head  or  the  brain,  covered  with 
borax,  should  be  mailed  directly  to  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  Laboratory, 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture, 
P.  0.  Box  No.  403,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

It  is  very  important  that  specimens 
sent  by  Express  should  be  addressed  in 
the  same  manner.  All  packages  should 
be  properly  identified  by  giving  the  name 
I  of  the  sender  and  the  name  of  the  owner. 

It  is  important  that  the  specimen  be 

I  kept  cold,  with  ice  if  necessary,  to  insure 

arrival  in  fresh   condition.     A   limited 

quantity  of  dry  ice  may  be  used.    Frozen 

I  brains  result  in  delay  in  the  examination. 

In  packing  brain,  or  head,  plenty  of 

[absorbent  material  should  be  used.     In 

case  an  animal  suspected  of  Rabies  is 

killed,  it  should  not  be  shot  through  the 

brain. 


GARDEN  SLUGS 
NOW  ACTIVE 

IN'  greenhouses  and  out  of  doors,  during 
cool  moist  weather,  celery,  lettuce, 
land  various  other  vegetables  are  some- 
times severely  injured  by  these  slimy 
jcreatures  sometimps  referred  to  as  snails, 
according  to  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.     In   the   case   ot 
plery,  injury  is  sometimes  quite  serious 
and  is  usually  confined   to    the   lower 
IWanched  portion  oi  the  stock,  where  the 
Fgs  will  gouge  out  portions  of  the  tender 
f  issue,  causmg  a  rusty  discoloration. 

A  shmy,  silvery  trail  across  walks, 
I  ones  and  smooth  surfaces  of  the  earth 
|"suaiiy  confirm  the  presence  of  this  pest. 

Satisfactory  control  can  usually  be 
TOred  by  thoroughly  spraying  with 
j^jaeaux  mixture  or  sprinkling  lime  over 
jne  urface  frequented  by  the  slugs.     It 

er  IT"^^^  ^^^^  Kood  control  can  be 
Onp !,  ul^Hgh  the  use  of  poisoned  bait. 
l"  !"^"  bait  may  be  made  by  mixing 

m^t   ,     calcium  arsenate  with  16 

111  "^^^^^  ^'■an  and  sufficient  water 
irrnnJf  .^  ^^^^  "^ash.  The  correct 
Lvut^/.^ater  should  result  in  a  mash 
Vom",?^''' .^'rumble  readily  when  falling 
Sei,  u^"^-  This  bait  should  bl 
kS  ^^''"^  ^^^  infested  area  in  the 
LiciL "^'"S  care  about  making  the 
V  !i  T^  ^P^^^^'  It  is  safer,  since  the 
luant  L  poisonous,  to  sprinkle  small 
Knt'^^^^^^'fi^^orsixdays.  The 
hiceaKin  ,  P^^^o"  is  slow,  so  that 
lithin  tlV^^'J'  should  not  be  expected 
r  nin  two  or  three  days. 

livestS  ^-V^}^  poisonous  to  all  forms 

ration aLl^^  ^^^"^^  be  used  with  dis- 

^^Ponsihi.  P^  ^"^^y  from  livestock  and 
i^^nsible  persons. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR 
GARDEN  CLEAN-UP 

EVERY  fall,  after  frost  and  maturity 
have  brought  about  the  death  of  the 
top  portion  of  plants  in  the  flower  or 
vegetable  garden,  the  problem  of  dis- 
posing of  these  vegetable  remains  comes 
up  for  solution,  says  John  H.  Light, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.  The  soil  con- 
servationist likes  to  see  all  waste  vege- 
table matter  incorporated  again  in  the 
soil  not  only  for  its  plant  food  value,  but 
also  because  it  furnishes  a  supply  of 
necessary  humus.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  plant  disease  specialist  likes  to  see 
garden  waste  disposed  of  by  burning  so 
as  to  destroy,  as  far  as  possible,  diseases 
and  insects  which  have  the  habit  of  living 
over  winter  in  the  dead  parts  of  plants. 

The  practical  course  should  be  to  keep 
between  these  two  extremes  and  follow 
the  practice  of  burning  the  refuse  from 
such  garden  plants  as  are  likely  to  carry 
pests  into  the  coming  year,  and  the 
refuse  from  all  other  plants  should  be  dug 
under  as  the  soil  expert  advises. 

Among  the  plants  which  should  go  on 
the  bonfire  are:  Potato  and  tomato 
stalks,  cucumber  vines,  beet  leaves, 
beans,  asparagus  tops,  celery  refuse;  and 
from  the  flower  garden,  the  above-ground 
parts  of  hollyhock,  all  fallen  rose  leaves, 
the  entire  aster  plant,  including  the 
roots,  and  the  old  tops  of  phlox.  Among 
the  diseases  which  this  burning  will  help 
to  control  are  potato  early  blight  and 
wilt,  tomato  leaf  spot,  cucumber  wilt, 
beet  leaf  spot,  bean  anthracnose,  as- 
paragus rust,  early  and  late  blight  of 
celery,  hollyhock  rust,  rose  leaf  spot  and 
phlox  mildew. 

Plants  which  may  be  dug  into  the 
garden  soil  with  comparative  safety  in- 
clude: Immature  weeds,  the  refuse  of 
salsify,  spinach,  parsnip,  onion,  horse- 
radish, lettuce,  turnip,  cauliflower,  cab- 
bage and  carrot.  If  additional  vegetable 
material  is  desired,  and  a  good  supply  of 
barnyard  manure  is  not  available,  the 
leaves  of  shade  or  other  trees  make  a 
good  substitute.  While  these  leaves  often 
carry  diseases,  none  are  likely  to  affect 
garden  plants  and  they  may  be  used 
safely  as  a  source  of  humus. 


PACKAGED  POTATOES 
REQUIRE  LABELS 

THE  harvest  of  the  early  Pennsylvania 
potato  crop  is  nearly  completed  in 
southern  counties,  Secretary  John  H. 
Light  announced  today. 

Digging  the  main  potato  crop  will 
begin  shortly  and  continue  through  the 
fall  season  in  northern  counties,  the 
Secretary  states.  Growing  conditions 
have  not  been  very  favorable  for  the  pro- 
duction of  a  large  crop  in  the  state  this 
season,  and  the  total  yield  will  only  be 
moderate.  Quality  of  the  crop  is  re- 
ported generally  to  be  better  than 
average,  however. 

In  commenting  on  the  marketing  of 
the  crop,  the  Secretary  advises  growers 
and  shippers  of  Pennsylvania  potatoes 
that  the  Potato  Marketing  Law  is  now 
being  enforced  by  State  Agents.  All 
potatoes  sold  in  closed  packages  must  be 
marked  with  the  proper  grade  designa- 
tion or  with  the  term  "Unclassified", 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

SAFEGUARD  ANIMALS 
AGAINST  DISEASES 

BARRIERS  against  communicable 
animal  diseases  usually  are  inex- 
pensive, while  tolerance  of  these  diseases 
constitutes  a  regular  expense,  which 
either  reduces  profits  of  herds  and  flocks 
or  completely  wipes  out  profits,  or  may 
be  the  cause  of  losses  and  bankruptcy, 
according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

Any  practice  which  prevents  the  cause 
of  a  disease  from  contact  with  susceptible 
animals  is  a  barrier  against  the  disease. 
Disease  prevention  is  the  "key"  to  suc- 
cessful promotion  and  profitable  main- 
tenance of  herds  and  flocks.  Maximum 
efficiency  in  herds  and  flocks  is  obtained 
only  after  these  herds  and  flocks  are  free 
from  all  diseases.  In  infected  herds  or 
flocks,  the  diseases  prevalent  should  be 
eliminated  and  necessary  barriers  should 
be  constructed  against  reinfection.  With 
most  diseases,  animals  become  infected 
by  contact  with  animals  already  infected, 
and  to  remove  infected  animals  furnishes 
the  barrier  of  separation  from  contact 
with  the  cause  of  the  disease. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
diseases  through  the  addition  of  animals, 
isolation  facilities  should  be  provided  on 
all  premises  where  livestock  or  poultry 
are  maintained.  All  animals  in  the  pro- 
cess of  addition,  besides  complying  with 
the  requirements  of  State  regulations, 
should  be  held  in  isolation  until  all  neces- 
sary tests  have  been  applied  to  exclude 
the  possibility  of  infection  with  com- 
municable diseases. 


POULTRY  NOTES 

MORE  than  3,000,000  chickens  have 
been  individually  inspected  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture 
since  the  Standardization  Program  was 
inaugurated  in  1924.  There  has  been  a 
steady  increase  each  year  from  the  three 
thousand  birds  the  first  year,  to  nearly 
360,000  in  1939.  The  totals  to  date  have 
been  selected  on  more  than  1,000  differ- 
ent farms  in  75%  of  the  67  counties  in 
the  state. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  SEPT. 


Owner  State  Breed  Rank 

Norman  W.  Amidon Connecticut BPR 1 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey. cAirV 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania ^iT 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm New  Jersey. NH 


III  uicviiiiiB  A  Bi.u u  ,  —  .  cr'tVT 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania |Swt 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania t}iZr 

J.  A.  Hanson Oregon c^WT 

Creighton  Brothers Indiana ?V,:™^ 

Missouri  Valley  Hatchery. 
Pih 


Missouri S^^P  • 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


o  Brothers Connecticut SCWL 10 


Points 
To  Date 

3589.20 
3415.40 
3322.95 
3299.85 
3239.60 
3222.90 
3146.50 
3140.30 
3126.30 
3113.55 


7,  1940 

Eggs 
To  Date 

3459 
3312 
3184 
3116 
3184 
3064 
3007 
3017 
3059 
2969 


Year 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  SEPT.  7,  1938-1940 

Average  Eggs    Average  Egg  Wt. 
Per  Bird 


Percent 
Production 


1938,  all  13  birds 47.87 

1939,  all  13  birds f5.90 

1940,  all  13  birds o^-Oo 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 
166.68  164.19 

198.30  191.74 

201.16  195.67 


Oz.  Per  Doz. 

24.3 
24.7 
24.5 
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PREPARE  ^EES 
FOR  WINTER 

41  v  EXAMINATION  should  be  made 
nf  all  bee  colonies  before  packing  or 
Urntecting  them  for  the  cold  winter 
^S  according  to  the  Pennsy  vania 
S;     mentof  aW^  It  is  too 

1      to   treat    colonies    affected    with 
\rJf>   or  to  transfer   bees   in   illegal 
£  to  modern  hives.     Any  diseased 
bnies  shoud  be  destroyed  by  burning 
combs  and  sterilizing  hive  bodies,  tops 
d  bottoms.     Box   or    crossed    comb 
?1  which  are  illegal,  should  be  broken 
nart'and  examined  for  disease  and  if 
ufient,  destroy  hive,  bees  and  combs. 
I  no  disease  is  present,  the  honey  can 
hp  saved   and   used.      Weak    colonies 
Lhould  be  united  so  as  to  form  a  cluster 
large  enough  to  maintain  proper  heat 
throughout  the  winter.       , 

Information  relative  to  inspection  and 
control  of  bee  diseases,  which  is  the  chief 
concern  of  the  Inspection  Service,  should 
be  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
I  Agriculture,   Harrisburg,    Pennsylvania. 

EVERGREENS  CAN 
BE  PLANTED  NOW 

NURSERY  inspectors  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department   of   Agriculture 
I  report  the  presence  of  many  fine  speci- 
mens of  evergreen  shrubs  and  trees  in 
lour  Pennsylvania  Nurseries,  which  they 
have  inspected  this  year.     Department 
Inspectors  report  that  these  plants  show 
I  the  results  of  much  care  on  the  part  of 
Ithe  nurserymen  in  spraying,  pruning  and 
[cultivating.     They   are    all    ready    for 
Idigging  and  planting.     September  and 
Idctober  are   favorite    months    for    the 
[planting  of  evergreens.     Probably   no 
single  item  so  beautifies  a  homestead  as 
[the  planting  of  a  tew  evergreens.    A  few 
■of  our  favorite  evergreens  are  hemlock, 
[white  pine,  spruces,  Scotch  pine,  mugho 
pine,  balsam  fir,   arborvitae,    Austrian 
pine,  and  several    varieties    of    cedars 
[(Juniper).   Some  of  the  cedars  have  the 
disadvantage   of   serving    as    an    inter- 
nediate  host  for  a  serious  apple  disease 
l<the  cedar  apple  rust),   and,   for   this 
pason,  should  not  be  planted  within  one 
nile  of  apple  orchards. 
Purchasing   of    nursery    stock    from 
focal  nurserymen  is  often  advisable  for 
everal  reasons.    Your  local  nurseryman 
till  know  how  evergreens   should   be 
planted,  and  there  is  a  great  advantage 
m  planting  as  soon  as  possible  after  they 
ta\^  been  dug  from  the  nursery  row. 
Make  a  study  of  your  buildings   and 
Tounds  and   plant   such    varieties    as 
11  best  fit  in  with  your  other  plants. 
ify  to  think  just  how  the  plantings  will 
ook  in  a  few  years  and  do  not  over-plant. 

SOW  LAWN  SEED 
IN  THE  FALL 

ALL  seeding  of  lawns  is  very  popular 

,^'^"-J"any  home  owners,  according 

'  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 

ure.   Because  this  is  such  a  favorable 

rjson.  It  bears  repeating,  even  if  it  only 

Tf  ^  a  reminder  for  those  that  are 

pare  of  this  fact. 

dm.  ^'^^l^"^^^^  ^oes  her  seeding  at  this 
r;,  •  ,"^  weather  is  usually  ideal  for 
r  quick  germination  of  seed.  The  soil 
Ci  "^^.^^  ^^^^  favorable,  and  there 
I  f '  y  ^^equate  rainfall.  This  is  also 
S^^^  Jl"^^  ^or  weeds,   especially 

ffX!?''.^  ^a»  be  choked  out  by 

"jural  methods. 

D  sow  1^'^  ^^^  "^ost  successful  month 
oumv  a'^'^'^^^  ^«  September.  Your 
^nSpHl"-^^"^^^  Extension  Agent 
St  mpfi,  ?*^^^  mstructions  as  to  the 
iS^  ^°  ^«"ow  as  well  as  the 
lunity^    ^"^  mixtures  for  your  Com- 

Luiu'iln''^^  least,  it  is  very  important 
h,  it\ -^  good  clean  seed,  and  there- 
]ialysig  t^'JJP^I^ant  ,<^hat  you  read  the 

packages  before 
y,  seed  samples 
3y,  the  Pennsyl- 


pyin.;    n^?  °^  seed 
hent  t^"'^'  ^"-equent 

pa  De' a""'  '^"^^^^^ 
pain  a  hiJv!"^'^^  ^^  -n^jsncuiiure   tnat 
*ell  a.q  m?    ^"^ount  of  inert  matter, 
as  many  weed  seeds. 


Dpno^f  """*=^''«a  oy,  tne  Fennsyl- 
^i^epartment  of  Agriculture  that 
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CONTROL  YOUR  DOGS 
WHILE  TRAINING 

ON  AUGUST  20thj  the  dog  training 
season  opened  in  Pennsylvania, 
making  it  lawful  to  train  dogs  on  all 
kinds  of  small  game  from  sunrise  to 
9:00  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  S.  T.  Dogs  may 
be  trained  on  Sunday  on  all  State  owned 
lands,  but  permission  must  be  obtained 
from  land  owners  when  Sunday  training 
is  desired  on  privately  owned  lands. 
Training  season  extends  to  March  30, 
1941. 

The  Dog  Law  Division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Agriculture  in 
calling  attention  to  the  training  season, 
wishes  to  remind  the  Sportsmen  and  all 
dog  owners  having  dogs  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  keep  do^js  under  control  while 
training,  and  it  is  also  necessary  to  do 
this  at  all  times.  Special  attention 
should  be  given  young  bird  dogs  because 
in  their  eagerness  to  find  birds,  they 
cannot  determine  the  difference  between 
poultry  and  game  birds. 

The  Department  advises  that  dog 
owners  are  liable  for  payment  where 
dogs  have  caused  damage  to  livestock 
and  poultry.  Therefore  cooperation  in 
controlling  dogs  will  help  decrease  the 
number  of  claims  caused  by  dogs  each 
year  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
owner  from  violating  the  Dog  Law.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  paid  to 
claimants,  covering  dog  damages  this 
year  up  to  and  including  the  31st  of 
July,  660  damage  claims  amounting  to 
$9,054.  The  Dog  Law  gives  protection 
to  farmers  and  dog  owners,  and  the  law 
affords  a  way  whereby  compensation  can 
be  received  for  loss  sustained. 

PENNA.  FRUIT  MAKES 
HIGH  QUALITY  PACKS 

PENNSYLVANIA,  New  York,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  apples  have  been 
the  chief  source  of  supply  in  the  United 
States  for  canned  apple  sauce,  according 
to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture. This  has  been  due  primarily  to 
the  large  quantity  of  apples  of  the  tart 
and  spicy  varieties,  that  are  particularly 
desirable  for  sauce-making  grown  in 
this  area. 


No.  38 


THOROUGH  COOKING 
OF  PORK  IMPORTANT 

TJECENT  investigations  have  shown 
MX  the  incidence  of  Trichinosis  in 
humans  to  be  much  higher  than  was 
formerly  suspected,  according  to  John 
H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Evidence  based  on  the  post-mortem 
examination  of  tissue  taken  from  large 
numbers  of  human  subjects  has  shown 
that  in  some  areas,  as  many  as  25%  of 
the  subjects  examined  were  infested  in 
some  degree  with  Trichinae. 

Very  few  of  these  subjects  were  known 
to  have  suffered  from  Trichinosis  during 
life.  The  infestation  apparently  passed 
unnoticed  or  its  true  nature  was  not 
recognized. 

Trichinae  in  pork  can  be  devitalized 
by  thorough  cooking  or  by  approved 
types  of  processing.  No  pork  or  pork 
product  should  be  eaten  which  has  not 
been  so  treated. 


LIVE  STOCK  KILLED 
BY  POISONOUS  PLANTS 

THE  attention  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  again 
been  called  to  the  menace  of  poisonous 
plants  through  a  recent  request  to 
examine  a  pasture  in  Berks  County. 
Nine  steers  had  died  while  grazing  in 
this  area  up  to  the  time  the  examination 
was  made  by  the  Department's  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  pasture  in  question  was  an  aban- 
doned farm,  and  there  were  found 
numerous  types  of  plant  growth  such  as 
are  commonly  seen  along  neglected 
fence  rows,  streams,  in  woodlands  and 
fields  that  have  not  been  in  cultivation 
for  several  years.  In  such  a  large  area, 
and  under  these  conditions,  poisonous 
plants  can  easily  get  a  foothold. 

The  dangerous  plants,  observed  on 
this  tract  of  land,  were  Indian  hemp, 
black  locust,  pokeweed,  cow  parsnip, 
and  wild  black  cherry,  all  of  which,  under 
certain  conditions,  may  be  fatal  to  live 
stock  if  eaten  in  appreciable  quantities. 
In  the  case  in  question,  the  wild  black 
cherry  was  the  most  likely  cause  of  the 
trouble,  as  numerous  small  trees  had 
been  broken  down  by  the  cattle  while 
grazing,  and  there  were  also  signs  that 
considerable  of  the  foliage  and  even  the 
bark  had  been  eaten.  Danger  from 
eating  poisonous  plants  is  always  in- 
creased if  they  have  previously  been 
trampled  down  and  become  wilted,  since 
in  the  wilting  process,  the  content  of 
active  poison  is  always  increased. 


Secretary  Light  states  that  Pennsyl- 
vania Canners  have  been  aggressive  in 
developing  the  canning  industry  of  our 
State,  and  today  are  using  the  most 
scientific  methods  to  produce  a  high 
standard  pack  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
from  the  high  quality  farm  products 
being  produced  by  our  Pennsylvania 
farmers.  Farmers  and  Canners  are  both 
benefiting  by  the  plan  of  purchase  on  a 
uniform  grade  basis,  supervised  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  SEPT. 


Owner  State  Breed  Rank 

Norman  W.  Amidon Connecticut BPR 1 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey o^VV t 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania X.i^    a 

Joachim  Breeding  Farm New  Jersey iritrW t 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania ^9.Zr I 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvania iS^^r* 5 

J.  A.  Hanson Oregon S^^ o 

Creighton  Brothera Indiana    gS^^rr o 

Missouri  Valley  Hatcheries Missouri f £^ in 

Pjho  Brothers Connecticut SCWL iv 


Points 
To  Date 

3642.80 
3476.40 
3385.15 
8366.25 
3302.75 
3285.36 
8207.35 
3198.10 
3172.95 
3160.00 


14,  1940 

Eggs 
To  Date 

3509 
3369 
3241 
3177 
3243 
3122 
3063 
3070 
3103 
3012 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  SEPT.  14,  1938-1940 


Year 


Percent 
Production 


1938,  all  13  birds 47.49 

1939,  all  13  birds 55.54 

1940,  all  13  birds 56.64 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

168.84 
201.09 
203.94 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

166.21 
194.38 
198.26 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Ox.  Per  Doz. 

24.3 
24.7 
24.5 
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No.  39 


M\NVltSSECTS 
COME  FHOVr  ABROAD 

1-avY  of  our  most  destructive  and 
obnoxious  insect   pests   originally 
■  d  the  United  States  and  Pennsyl- 
'from  foreign  countries,  according 


,"  'j  the  United  States  and  Pennsyl- 

Kif  from  foreign  countries,  according 

P  .hn  H    Light,  Secretary  of   Agri- 

Ltire     Certain   ones    of    these    alien 

I  1Z'<,  have  had  wide  publicity  and  we 

b     our  daily  papers  of  their  devas- 

1   inroads.    Others  have  been  with 

Inn?  we  bel  eve  them  to  be  native 

fJrS   but  all  of  them  are  taking 

C  toll  of  our  foods  and  food  stores, 

W  crops  and  even  our  homes. 

The  Hessian  Hy  is  an  outstanding 
ktlole  of  a  pest  that  has  persisted  oyer 
^'S  of  many  years.  This  tiny 
two  winged  fly,  destructive  to  our  wheat 
lL  was  brought  from  Europe  during 
U  Revolutionary  War. 
.  Thp  evDsy  moth,  introduced  into  the 
In  ted  States  in  1869,  has  become 
Published  in  a  number  of  the  eastern 
lies'  The  infested  area  in  Pennsyl- 
lania  comprises  a  large  portion  of  Lu- 
Lrne  and  Lackawanna  counties,  with  a 
lew  adjoining  townships  in  other  coun- 
lies  This  moth  was  first  brought  from 
France  by  a  scientist  who  had  the  mis- 
aken  idea  that  he  could  cross  these 
nsects  with  the  silkworm  of  commerce. 
lome  of  the  caterpillars  escaped  and 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  great  New 
[Ingland  infestation. 

The  brown  tail  moth  was  first  found 
ji  the  United  States  at  Summerville, 
Massachusetts  in  1897,  and  was  un- 
loubtedly  introduced  in  imported  nurs- 
Iry  stock. 

.\mong  the  past  introductions  of 
kect  pests  that  are  outstanding  in  their 
lestructive  propensities,  we  have  the 
Ian  Jose  scale,  a  native  of  China.  This 
fcale  came  in  by  the  way  of  San  Jose, 
Lalifornia,  hence  the  name.  The  codlirig 
both,  an  old  European  insect  that  still 
jorriesour  apple  growers,  is  a  current  topic 
If  discussion  among  horticulturists  and 
Irchardists.  Also,  the  cotton  boll  weevil 
|f  the  cotton  plant  came  to   us  from 

ilexico.     Asparagus    beetles,    the    im- 

orted  cabbage  worm,  elm  leaf  beetles, 
European  pine  shoot  moth,  and  the 
bopard  moth,  all  introductions  from 
lurope,  have  added  considerably  to  the 
pcrease  in  our  budgets. 

The  European  corn  borer,  a  later 
nportation,  was  probably  brought  into 
lii?  country  in  shipments  of  broom  corn. 
|t>  tirst  appearance  was  noted  in  1917 
the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  it  has 
pee  spread  over  extensive  areas. 
Japanese  beetles  came  to  us  a  short 
m  before  1916.  The  ancestors  of  our 
pent  Japanese  beetle  infestation  en- 
Fed  the  country  as  stowaways  among 
w  dirt  and  roots  of  ornamental  plants 
Biported  from  Japan.  Many  parts  of 
pnsylvania  are  aware  of  their  pres- 
T^ceor  have  suffered  losses  due  to  them. 
i  Another  outstanding  pest  that  came 
PMrom  Japan  is  the  oriental  fruit 
P'J'h  It  arrived  about  1913  and  is 
I  *  Known  to  occur  in  many  states.  In 
pnnsylvania,  the  oriental  fruit  moth  is 
prions  enemy  of  peaches,  quinces,  and, 
^a  less  extent,  of  other  fruits. 
[The Mexican  bean  beetle  is  within  our 
Con  ^  Tu  ^  ^^'■y  destructive  to  the  bean 
Ut  I  ^""^  "^^"y  insects  which 
lr,,L?'^^"^^o"«'f^  as  having  been 
r  "ed  into  the  United  States  from 
Cf  countries.  Federal,  as  well  as 
VrL^r^u''  ^^^  constantly  on  guard, 
M  nLf  ^^^'■y  effort  to  keep  out 
fadipat!  V^"^  ^^^^  as  to  control  and 
Ir  mmV"^^^  already   established   in 


f  country. 
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ArrHJi^^'^y^ania    Department    of 


%icultu 


re  has  just   recently   pub- 


'a  Feeding  Stuffs  Report  and  a 
«se  Z,.T'^^  .^l^ich  are  available  to 
he  1940  Q  jT*""2  t^is  information. 
^  availoKi  •  ^"alysis  Report  will  also 
kdiatpi,  u",^^^e"^ber,  which  will 
han/  Lvu  f«"owed  in  January  or 
Ked  v!  "  ^^^  published  list  of 
'         nurserymen  in  the  State. 
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LARGEST 

BEE  INSPECTION 

PROGRAM    COMPLETED 

THE  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
just  completed  the  most  extensive 
apiary  inspection  program  ever  under- 
taken in  Pennsylvania,  according  to 
John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
A  block  of  eighteen  western  counties, 
comprising  approximately  one-third  of 
all  apiaries  in  the  State,  was  covered  this 
season  in  an  effort  to  bring  bee  diseases 
in  this  area  under  control.  The  apiaries 
of  8,912  beekeepers,  comprising  52,274 
colonies,  were  carefully  examined  by 
inspectors.  Of  these,  4,632  colonies  in 
1,376  apiaries  were  found  to  be  affected 
by  American  Foulbrood.  With  the 
cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  bee- 
keeper, these  diseased  colonies  were 
either  treated  or  destroyed.  A  total  of 
3,915  of  these  were  definitely  eliminated 
from  the  apiaries. 

A  comparable  program  of  inspection 
was  completed  in  1932,  at  which  time 
8,066  colonies  were  found  to  be  in  illegal 
hives,  approximately  50%  of  which  were 
boxes.  During  the  current  season,  with 
a  slightly  larger  number  of  apiaries 
involved,  only  3,445  illegal  colonies  were 
found,  with  only  25%  in  box  hives. 

Cooperation  between  the  beekeeper 
and  inspector  was  the  rule  during  the 
past  season.  As  compared  to  237  serious 
violations  for  the  period  1929-1931, 
during  the  past  three  years,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  use  compulsory  methods  in 
only  six  cases. 

To  the  beekeeper,  protection  against 
and  reduction  of  apiary  diseases  in  a 
given  community,  means  a  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  operation.  In  addition,  this 
work  insures  a  more  abundant  bee  popu- 
lation throughout  the  State,  which  is  an 
important  factor  in  the  pollination  and 
production  of  fruit  and  various  other 
farm  crops. 

The  plan  of  systematic  large  area 
clean-up  was  started  this  year  after 
careful  study  and  organization  of  the 
work  by  the  Department  in  cooperation 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Beekeepers'  Asso- 
ciation. 


PENNA.    TOMATO    SEED 
ENTERS  WORLD  TRADE 

Pennsylvania-grown  certified  tomato 
seed  of  the  1940  crop  is  now  being 
exported  to  foreign  countries.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  just  recently  issued 
certificates,  covering  freedom  from  cer- 
tain diseases,  of  large  shipments  that 
were  being  forwarded  to  South  Africa  and 
Cuba.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  requests  for  certificates  cover- 
ing such  shipments  during  the  past  year, 
according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

Last  year,  the  Department  certified 
oyer  8.5  tons  of  tomato  seed.  Inspec- 
tions have  been  made  this  year  for  seed 
purposes  covering  215.5  acres,  which  is 
slightly  less  than  the  acreage  inspected 
in  1939.  Fields  are  examined  at  least 
twice  during  the  growing  season  for 
diseases  that  are  transmitted  through 
the  seed,  for  varietal  purity,  and  for 
uniformity  of  both  internal  and  external 
fruit  structure. 

The  principal  varieties  inspected  this 
year  were  Rutgers,  Marglobe,  Grothens 
Red  Globe  and  Pritchard.  Other  varie- 
ties entered  for  certification  include  the 
Bonny  Best  and  Pink  Globe. 

Varieties  and  strains  that  do  not  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  certification 
standards  are  rejected  by  the  inspectors 
and  discarded  by  the  seed  producers.  By 
eliminating  these,  and  through  careful 
selection  work,  our  seedsmen  have  Ijeen 
able  to  develop  strains  of  tomatoes  that 
are  known  wherever  tomatoes  are  grown 
for  their  high  seed  qualities. 


LEAD  AND  ARSENIC 
TOLERANCE  CHANGED 

FOR  several  weeks  during  the  fall 
months  of  apple  harvest,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture 
maintains  a  testing  laboratory  at  Arendts- 
ville,  Adams  County,  which  is  centrally 
located  in  one  of  the  large  apple  growing 
sections  of  the  State.  This  laboratory 
makes  tests  for  apple  growers  so  that 
they  can  certify  their  crops  as  complying 
with  food  regulations  governing  the 
amounts  of  arsenic  and  lead  on  the  fruit. 

The  Pennsylvania  standards  have 
been  changed  to  correspond  with  Fed- 
eral standards  governing  interstate 
shipments.  The  official  standard  adopted 
by  the  Department  on  August  31  is  as 
follows:  Lead,  0.05  grains  per  pound; 
Arsenic,  0.025  grains  per  pound  (ex- 
pressed as  arsenic  trioxide);  and  fluorine, 
0.02  grains  per  pound. 

The  Department's  Chemical  Labora- 
tory at  Harrisburg  handles  many  samples 
in  addition  to  those  tested  at  the  special 
laboratory  at  Arendtsville. 

Pennsylvania  fruit  growers  have  found 
this  service  very  valuable  to  them, 
especially  in  making  interstate  and 
foreign  shipments,  and  have  cooperated 
with  Department  Agents  in  keeping 
Pennsylvania  apples  and  pears  well 
under  the  requirements  of  the  regula- 
tions which  govern  these  two  fruits. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIAL  EGG  LAYING  COUNTS 

TEN  HIGH  PENS  TO  SEPT.  21,  1940 


FINAL  REPORT  FOR  CONTEST  YEAR  19.J9-iO 


Owner  State  Breed  Rank 

Norman  W.  Amidon Connecticut BPR 1 

Thomas  Mettler New  Jersey.                    NH.    Z 

Guy  A.  Leader Pennsylvania ^RT^ ^ 

.loachim  Breeding  Farm New  .Jersey. NH     4 

Guy  A.  leader Pennsy  vania SCWL 5 

Rinker  Poultry  Farm Pennsylvama gR^rT n 

.I.A.Hanson Oregon SCWL 7 

Creighton  Brothers I"fl'a"a. cS^^rr o 

Missouri  Valley  Hatchery Missoun  .  . g^Sri in 

Piho  Brothers Connecticut SCWL 10 


Points 
To  Date 

.3694.60 
.3526.75 
;U47.55 
3423.05 
3359.35 
3344.40 
3265.95 
3257.00 
3226.45 
3205.30 


Eggs 
To  Date 

3557 
3416 
3298 
3229 
3296 
3177 
3117 
3124 
3152 
3054 


PRODUCTION  SUMMARY  TO  SEPT.  21,  1938-1940 


Year 


Percent 
Production 


1938,  all  13  birds 47.03 

1939,  all  13  birds '^^.U 

1940,  all  13  birds 56.24 


Average  Points 
Per  Bird 

170.66 
203.71 
206.67 


Average  Eggs 
Per  Bird 

167.91 
196.86 
200.79 


Average  Egg  Wt. 
Ox.  Per  Dox. 

24.3 
24.7 
24.6 
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seoond-ljt^s  Malfer,  June  2J.  1909.   at  the  Post  Office  at   Harrisburg,   Pa.,   under  Act  of  Congress.  June  6.  1900. 
\        '•  ^Jdohn  H.  Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 


UEPARTMENT  TESTS 
CLOVER  SEED 
FOK  FARMERS 

0\E  of  the  most  common  but  very 
important   crops    of    the  Pennsyl- 
Ivania  farmer  is  red  clover,  which  serves 
manv  purposes;  it  is  used  for  pasturage 
Lnd  for  hay,  as  well  as  for  renewmg  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  accordmg  to  John  H. 
iLight.  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Red  clover  was  known  to  be  generally 
cultivated  in  the  Netherlands  about  four 
hundred  years  ago,  coming  later  to  Eng- 
land   It  was  grown  in  Rhode  Island  as 
early  as  1663,  but  the  first  definite  refer- 
lence  to  its  use  in  Pennsylvania  was  in 
1 1764    when    a    Pennsylvania     farmer 
Inamed  J.  St.  John  Creveceur,  wrote  this 
|to  a  friend  of  his  in  England.     "I  have 
Igreatly  enriched  my  upland  fields;  those 
Iwhich  I  intend  to  rest  for  a  few  years,  I 
Iconsistently  sow  with  Red  Clover,  which 
lis  the  greatest  meliorator  of  our  lands." 
iThe  early  settlers  in  the  colonies  were 
Lick  to  appreciate  the  value  of  culti- 
Ivating  this  crop. 

In  1939,  Pennsylvania  farmers  har- 
(vested  20,000  acres  of  red  clover,  which 
yielded  1.2  bushels  of  seed  per  acre;  this 
lamount  being  considerably  less  than  that 
V'jwn  here  in  1938.  Although  most  of 
m  seed  sown  on  our  Pennsylvania 
■arms  is  of  mid-western  origin,  it  is  sur- 
brising  to  find  how  much  locally  grown 
fed  clover  seed  is  being  used. 

Each  year  prior  to  the  spring  sowing, 
^he  Seed  Laboratory  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  receives  many  samples  of 
home-grown  red  clover  from  farmers 
throughout  the  State.  These  samples 
lire  analyzed  for  purity  and  tested  for 
germination,  so  that  the  true  seeding 
ulue  of  the  crop  may  be  determined. 
Secretary  Light  says  that  in  order  for  us 
|o  know  the  planting  value  of  the  current 
Pennsylvania  red  clover  seed  crop,  the 
bt  one  hundred  samples  received  in  the 
laboratory  this  spring  were  considered 

representative  of  the  entire  State. 

Upon  examination,  the  color  and  gen- 
eral appearance  of  these  seeds  were  good, 
ind  the  tests  showed  the  percentage  of 
lermination  to  be  above  average,  except 
lor  two  lots,  which  produced  weak  and 
poken  sprouts,  no  doubt  due  to  threshing 
njury. 

Eleven  percent  of  these  samples  ex- 

eded  the  amount  of  weed  seeds  allowed 

jorsale  in  Pennsylvania,  because  our  law 

phibits  the  selling  of  red   clover  for 

*ding  purposes  if  it  contains  more  than 

'  weed  seeds.    Therefore,  the  farmer 

►as  notified  that  the  quality  of  his  seed 

fas  too  poor  to  sow  on  his  farm  and 

^m  not  legally  be  sold,  unless  it  was 

^cleaned.    Twenty-six  percent  of  these 

p  hundred  samples  contained  one  or 

™rf  percent  of  weed  seeds,  but  in  only 

wo  percent  were  noxious  weeds,  such  as 

rder,  found. 

The  analyses  of  these  samples  reveal 
"^  the  ten  most  common  weeds  found 
" 'ur  Pennsylvania  red  clover  are  buck- 
le ^n  plantam,  blackseed  plantain,  green 
r  l^grass  often  called  green  foxtail), 
Whf  ^"^^'  ^""^^grass,  ragweed,  docks, 
LmTY^^T'  "ightshade,  slender  pas- 
'"•  '%sthumb  and  sheep  sorrel. 

III!'  'Tl  ""^  ""^^^^  '^'■''P^  occurring  in 
t  1  ^^'^''  ^^"ipJes  were  timothy, 
Lr  y.^^'  sw^et  clover  and  white 
VoU  J  ^^^^^  matter  was  mostly 
•'"seeds  and  small  particles  of  soil. 

keif  r'^'"'  ''•""^  '^^  ^i^h  p^'-- 

L  Jv  "/"reign  matter  found  in  these 
r  ne  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  lack 
"nZm-"^  facilities.  Time  and 
'verUt  k"  ^^^"'"2  red  clover  seed  is 
ftherr..  I '■^'"'^''  in  increased  yield 
iyor  e^5  ^^^^^^'  t^e  final  product  is 
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BOTULISM  OR 
LIMBERNECK 
IN  POULTRY 

BTULISM  in  fowls  is  usually  a  very 
acute  disease,  and  may  appear  very 
suddenly  in  a  flock,  with  heavy  losses, 
according  to  veterinarians  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  It  is 
characterized  by  marked  weakness  and 
is  commonly  called  limberneck  because 
the  affected  birds  usually  lose  control  of 
the  neck  muscles  and  are  unable  to  hold 
their  heads  erect. 

The  disease  is  caused  by  the  poisonous 
products  or  toxins  of  a  bacterial  organism 
that  thrives  in  decomposing  animal  and 
vegetable  matter.  The  germs  of  botulism 
are  widely  distributed  in  nature  and  are 
responsible  for  many  outbreaks  of  so- 
called  food  poisoning  of  man.  Unlike 
most  disease-producing  organisms,  the 
germs  of  botulism  do  not  multiply  in  the 
body,  but  rapidly  multiply  in  decaying 
carcasses  of  animals  and  spoiled  vege- 
tables, in  which  they  produce  a  powerful 
poison  or  toxin. 

The  disease  is  produced  only  in  the 
birds  which  eat  materials  containing  the 
toxin.  However,  a  very  small  amount  of 
it  is  necessary  to  cause  death,  because 
this  toxin  is  one  of  the  most  poisonous 
substances  known,  and  minute  amounts 
of  it  are  highly  fatal  to  poultry.  Fly 
maggots  found  in  the  carcasses  of  dead 
animals  often  contain  enough  of  the  toxin 
to  be  fatal  to  birds  eating  them. 

Botulism  occurs  most  frequently  in 
poultry  flocks  as  a  result  of  the  birds 
feeding  on  decomposing  carcasses  of 
animals,  such  as  dead  chickens,  hogs  and 
rats.  The  disease  may  also  be  caused  by 
fowls  eating  spoiled  canned  goods  or 
decaying  vegetation  in  stagnant  water. 
Because  warm  rainy  weather  favors  the 
processes  of  decomposition  and  toxin 
production,  the  disease  is  more  prevalent 
during  the  summer  and  fall  months. 

All  poultry  may  be  affected  by  the 
disease,  however,  it  is  most  frequently 
observed  in  chickens  and  ducks.  It  may 
also  occur  in  wild  birds. 

The  appearance  of  botulism  or  limber- 
neck  in  a  flock  is  usually  very  sudden 
and  in  characteristic  outbreaks,  large 
numbers  of  the  flock  are  found  affected 
shortly  after  the  flock  has  appeared  to 
be  in  a  healthy  condition.  Many  birds 
may  die  in  a  short  period  of  time,  and 
the  living  affected  birds  exhibit  a  marked 
weakness  or  extreme  prostration. 

The  extent  of  the  losses  in  outbreaks 
of  this  disease  is  dependent  upon  the 
number  of  birds  eating  fatal  amounts  of 
the  toxin.  Thus  the  mortality  may  vary 
from  a  few  deaths  to  a  catastrophe 
involving  the  entire  flock. 

Treatment  of  birds  in  advanced  stages 
of  the  disease  is  of  little  value.  If  an 
outbreak  of  the  disease  is  suspected,  a 
veterinarian  should  be  consulted,  and 
steps  taken  immediately  to  remove  all 
possible  sources  of  the  toxin  from  the 
flock.  The  injection  of  botulinus  anti- 
toxin is  of  some  value  in  birds  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  disease. 
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CORN  BORER  ON 
INCREASE  IN  PENNA. 

SURVEYS  have  been  made  by  agents 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  during  the  past  few  weeks  in 
three  counties,  which  in  past  years  have 
shown  considerable  infestation  of  the 
single  brooded  strain  of  European  Corn 
Borer.  The  Department  agents  are 
continuing  their  surveys  in  other  coun- 
ties, according  to  John  H.  Light,  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture. 

The  three  counties  already  surveyed 
are:  Centre,  Crawford,  and  Erie. 

In  Penns  Valley  in  Centre  County, 
corn  borer  infestation  is  quite  general, 
and  there  has  been  considerable  build-up 
there  this  year.  Many  fields  showed  an 
infestation  of  as  many  as  fifty  or  more 
stalks  out  of  each  one  hundred  counted. 
As  high  as  six  worms  were  taken  out  of  a 
single  stalk  in  some  fields  in  this  area, 
and  breaking  of  stalks  is  evident  in  many 
of  these  fields. 

In  Crawford  County,  the  rate  of  infes- 
tation varies  from  very  slight  in  the 
higher  ground  to  very  heavy  in  the  lower 
ground.  In  the  northwestern  corner  of 
this  county,  the  infestation  runs  well 
over  fifty  stalks  out  of  one  hundred  with 
borers.  In  a  few  fields,  the  infestation  is 
much  heavier  than  this,  and  considerable 
damage  has  resulted.  The  stalks  are 
broken  and  the  corn  on  the  ear  will 
undoubtedly  be  soft  and  difl^cult  to  dry 
out.  In  these  fields  where  infestation  is 
as  much  as  fifty  stalks  out  of  one  hun- 
dred, as  many  as  six  borers  were  taken 
from  a  single  infested  stalk. 

In  Erie  County,  the  condition  is  much 
the  same  as  in  Crawford — that  is,  the 
infestation  in  the  high  ground  is  less  than 
in  the  low  ground.  However,  in  the  low 
ground,  the  infestation  is  higher  than  in 
Crawford  County.  Here  the  borers  have 
caused  a  very  serious  loss  in  field  corn, 
particularly  in  early  planted  fields.  The 
highest  number  of  borers  to  be  taken 
from  a  single  stalk  was  twenty-three. 

In  all  three  of  these  counties,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  unless  control  practices  are 
planned  and  carefully  carried  out  by  the 
farmers  of  the  District,  next  year's  crop 
will  be  almost  certain  to  be  badly  dam- 
aged by  this  insect.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  advises  the  cleaning  up  and 
destroying  of  all  corn  stalks,  cobs  and 
stubble  by  the  first  of  next  May.  Corn 
stalks  which  are  shredded  and  carried 
through  the  manure  pile  will  be  free  from 
corn  borer  larvae.  It  is  the  stalks  left 
standing  in  the  field  and  the  stalks  which 
are  left  after  cattle  have  fed  upon  the 
stover  in  the  feed  lot  which  are  most  im- 
portant as  carriers  of  this  important  corn 
insect  through  the  winter  season.  Com- 
plete plowing  under  of  all  corn  refuse  to 
a  depth  of  six  inches  is  also  an  efficient 
control. 

POISON  IVY 

THE  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  receives  many  inquiries 
regarding  practical  and  effective  methods 
of  destroying  poison  ivy,  says  John  H. 
Light,  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  These 
inquiries  would  lead  one  to  believe  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  annoying  noxious 
plants  with  which  the  public  has  to  con- 
tend. Cutting  the  plants  at  the  ground, 
or  digging  them  up  by  the  roots,  appears 
both  unsatisfactory  and  dangerous  to  the 
person  doing  the  work. 

Recent  reports  from  State  Experiment 
Stations  indicate  that  several  commercial 
weed  killers,  applied  as  a  spray  on  the  ivy 
foliage,  have  proven  effective  and  safe, 
even  when  trees  and  other  large  plants 
are  growing  near  by.  Certain  precau- 
tions, however,  are  necessary  to  protect 
other  plants. 

The  time  for  most  satisfactory  use  of 
these  materials  may  be  past  for  this 
season,  but  those  who  have  poison  ivy 
growing  on  their  premises  would  do  well 
to  keep  it  in  mind  for  next  spring  or  early 
summer.  County  Agricultural  Agents 
can  furnish  information  regarding  details 
of  procedure  for  eradication  or  control  of 
this  poisonous  plant. 

The  prevention  of  botulism,  by  hy- 
gienic and  sanitary  measures,  is  the  most 
important  factor  in  its  control. 
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BEGIN  HARVESTING 

PENNA.  CELERY  CROP 

ADOPT  INSPECTION 

GREAT  strides  are  being  made  toward 
placing  Pennsylvania  among  the 
ipading  celery  producmg  states  m  this 
!i.n mr    The  harvesting  season  began  in 

e  Eastern  section  of  the  State,  which  is 
heaviest  producing  of  the  various 

rpas  in  which  celery  is  a  specialty  in 

jreetabie  farming.    The  other  important 

iSions  are  Tioga,  Lyconiing,  arid  sorne 

Tf  the  central  counties,  which  brings  the 

total  for  the  State  to  about  930  acres. 

In  the  Eastern  section  of  Bucks  and 
Philadelphia  counties,  275  acres  are 
nlanted  to  celery  and  according  to  reports 
I  compiled  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light,  of 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  it  is 
estimated  that  between^  60,000  and 
75  000  crates,  each  containing  from  48  to 
r'O  stalks,  will  be  marketed  this  year 
I  from  that  area.  This  represents  a  slight 
increase  over  1939.  ^     ,  ^u 

Unlimited  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
grower  is  constantly  being  made  to  im- 
prove the  Pennsylvania  product,  and  in 
the  Bucks-Philadelphia  County  section, 
about  25  growers  have  formed  an  associa- 
tion and  are  marketing  their  celery  under 
a  brand  name.  To  insure  the  consumer 
lof  the  highest  quality,  those  producers 
Ithis  year  have  arranged  for  Federal-State 
linspection  of  their  product  as  it  is  being 
[packed  for  market,  each  shipment  bear- 
ling  a  government  certificate.  It  is  all 
Igraded  according  to  the  size  of  the  stalk 
land  the  quality.  The  inspection  is  done 
lunder  the  direction  of  the  State  Depart- 
Iment  of  Agriculture. 

After  being  cut  in  the  fields,  the  celery 
(taken  to  the  packing  houses,  which  are 
on  the  individual  farms,  where  it  is 
j-ashed  and  sorted,  then  placed  in  crates 
and  shipped  to  the  Eastern  markets  by 
notor  trucks  during  the  night  of  the  day 
on  which  it  was  harvested. 

The  harvesting  season  in  that  section 
nil  continue  in  full  swing  until  about  the 
a.st  week  in  November.  The  season  has 
been  good  for  celery,  according  to  re- 
ports, particularly  where  irrigation  was 
used.  Although  other  vegetable  crops 
luffered  from  the  cool  weather  and  heavy 
Rainfalls,  these  factors  are  said  to  have 

en  favorable  for  celery  production. 

TOMATO  SEASON  ENDS 
I  CROP  BELOW  NORMAL 

^HE  Pennsylvania  tomato  harvesting 
season  was  brought  to  a  close  during 
p  week  of  October  7,  according  to  re- 
%rts  received  by  Secretary  John  H. 
m,  of  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
mm.  The  harvesting  decreased  rapid- 
y  during  the  last  week  of  harvesting. 
Although  the  season  was  listed  as  a 
>C'or  orie  for  tomato  production  and 
poper  ripening,  encouraging  reports  have 
fen  received  by  Secretary  Light  from 
pious  sections  of  the  State.  Due  to  the 
recent  lower  temperatures  and  rain,  a 
lonsiderable  amount  of  the  crop  was  left 
f  tne  fields,  since  it  was  too  late  for 
roper  ripening. 

I  In  spite  of  the  unfavorable  conditions, 
K- '^'"'  Imports  show  an  average  pro- 
fjcuon  of  from  seven  to  nine  tons  per 
r:'"i^veral  areas  of  the  Eastern  sec- 
f  n  or  the  State.  In  those  areas,  a  good 
ten .  •  ^T  .prevailed.  Shipments  to 
in  h??  u"""?  ^he  height  of  the  season 
F  nigh,  but  this  period  was  not  of  as 

Lfi,„.^^"^"    as    in    more    favorable 


paiher 


years.     Shipments    from    one 


trapping  point  in  Lancaster 
Kh  o"e  cannery  alone  reached  60 
I  Pratfi^^l^  ^,^^y  during  one  period. 
£  r"y  ^^^  entire  crop  of  Pennsyl- 
Ner  S  ^^^  shipped  to  canneries  were 
f  thp  n  ^^t^te  inspection,  directed 
^  department  of  Agriculture. 

^  TESTING  FOR  TB 

L  no?  K^°^  cattle  for  tuberculosis  is 
Nt  M.v"^  '•^'•"ed  on  in  Blair, 
k  acS-'^^"  ^"^  Susquehanna  coun- 
PUutl  ^^  Secretary  John  H. 
W  Nn.ffi^-^ Department  of  Agri- 
IthetJ,^  ?u^'^'  reports  of  the  results 
Ped  unt  1  If  "°^e  sections  can  be  com- 
[  ^J^e  tests  are  completed. 


Harrisburg,  October  17,  1940 


Listen  to 

"Sunrise  Round-Up" 

Hear 

Up-tO'the-Minute  Reports 

and  Prices  on  Live  Stock, 

Hay,  Grain,  Etc.    Also 

Vital  Agricultural 
Topics  Discussed 

STATION  WHP 
HARRISBURG 

Tune  in  Daily— 6:30  A.  M. 
Except  Sunday 

Inaugurated  and  Conducted  by  the 

Department  of  Agriculture 
Harrisburg 


17th    COUNTY   LISTED 

IN  ACCREDITED  AREA 

IN  BANG'S  TEST 

SECRETARY  John  H.  Light  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
announced  that  during  the  month  of 
September,  a  total  of  80,358  cattle  were 
tested  for  Bang's  disease  in  this  State 
under  the  individual  and  area  plans.  Of 
that  total,  1,587  were  disclosed  as  being 
subject  to  the  disease.  According  to  the 
report,  5,214  herds  containing  105,231 
cattle  have  qualified  as  Bang's  Disease 
Certified  Herds. 

Susquehanna  County,  one  of  the 
largest  dairy  cattle  sections  in  this  State, 
has  qualified  as  a  Bang's  Disease  Free 
Modified  Accredited  Area,  making  the 
seventeenth  county  in  this  State  to  attain 
that  rating.  The  following  figures  show 
the  progress  made  in  that  county:     In 

1938,  the  initial  test  disclosed  25  percent 
herd  infection,  with  a  cattle  infection  of 
4.2  percent;  in  1939,  the  first  annual  test 
showed  8.1  herd  infection  with  1.5  per- 
cent of  the  cattle  infected;  and  in  1940, 
the  second  annual  test,  the  herd  infection 
was  brought  to  4.6  percent  and  the  cattle 
infection  down  to  .8  percent. 

Up  to  this  time,  431  townships  in  the 
State,  containing  approximately  378,809 
cattle,  have  been  completely  tested  on 
the  area  plan. 

SPINACH  IMPORTANT 
CROP  IN  PENNA. 

SPINACH  is  an  important  crop  in  the 
vegetable  growing  area  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  is  centered  largely  in  the 
Eastern  part  of  the  State.  On  one  farm 
alone,  it  is  estimated  that  the  crop  this 
year  will  amount  to  150,000  bushels. 
This  compares  with  135,000  bushels  in 

1939.  After  the  spinach  is  harvested,  it 
is  taken  to  the  packing  houses  on  the 
large  vegetable  farms,  where  it  is  washed, 
sorted  and  packed  with  ice  in  baskets  and 
shipped  to  market  the  same  day  by  motor 
trucks. 

The  harvest  season  for  spinach  begins 
early  in  the  season,  and  continues  until 
cold  weather.  Seed  is  planted  in  the 
Fall,  and  the  small  plants  withstand  the 
winter  weather  and  come  into  production 
in  early  Spring.  Several  plantings, 
according  to  weather  conditions,  are 
made  during  the  Summer  months. 

PA.  RANKS  FOURTH  IN 
GRAPE  PRODUCTION 

THE  peak  in  the  harvesting  of  Penn- 
sylvania's grape  crop,  which  is  the 
fourth  largest  of  anv  State  in  this 
country,  will  be  reached  about  the  middle 
of  this  month.  Secretary  John  H.  Light, 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  an- 
nounced today. 

The  crop  is  estimated  at  23,900  tons, 
as  compared  with  23,000  tons  last  year. 
Instead  of  being  consumed  as  fresh  fruit, 
the  bulk  of  the  crop  will  be  sold  to  juice 

Processing  plants.  Most  of  the  crop  is 
eing  marketed  under  State  inspection, 
being  graded  according  to  the  Federal- 
State  inspection  service. 
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POTATO  INSPECTIONS 

SET    NEW    HIGH    MARK 

28  COUNTIES  LISTED 

MORE  potatoes  have  been  inspected 
for  certification  this  year  than  in 
any  previous  year  since  this  work  was 
started  more  than  20  years  agO;  according 
to  Secretary  John  H.  Light,  oif  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture.  A  total  of 
139  growers  in  28  counties  of  this  State 
made  application  this  year  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  certification  of  1,875  acres,  as 
compared  with  92  potato  growers  who 
applied  for  inspection  of  1,208  acres  in 
16  counties  in  1939. 

According  to  the  records,  the  demand 
for  Pennsylvania  certified  seed  potatoes 
is  increasing  each  year,  and  in  recent 
years  there  was  not  sufl!icient  production 
to  meet  the  demand.  With  considerable 
moisture  and  lower  temperatures  prevail- 
ing during  the  past  growing  season,  it  is 
stated  that  identification  of  potato 
diseases  was  made  with  less  difficulty 
than  is  the  case  in  dry  warm  seasons. 

Bacterial  Ring-rot,  said  to  be  a  com- 
paratively new  potato  disease  in  Penn- 
sylvania, is  reported  to  be  causing  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  commercial 
crop.  The  disease  was  first  found  in  this 
State  in  1937,  when  only  a  few  infected 
fields  were  found.  Special  precautions 
are  being  taken  to  keep  it  out  of  the 
certified  seed  crop.  Where  the  virus 
diseases  in  potatoes  prevail,  for  the 
control  of  which  the  inspection  service 
was  primarily  begun,  a  reduction  of  as 
high  as  75  percent  of  a  normal  crop  will 
result,  and  the  losses  from  the  ring-rot 
will  range  to  65  percent. 

According  to  the  report,  the  last  field 
inspection  for  certification  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  1,015  acres  have  been  certi- 
fied out  of  the  1,875  acres  entered  for 
inspection.  After  the  seed  crop  has  been 
dug,  another  inspection  will  be  made. 

NURSERY  INSPECTION 
HAS   BEEN   COMPLETED 

A  TOTAL  of  987  nurseries  in  this 
State  were  certified  for  the  year 
ending  October  1,  1941,  as  the  result  of 
inspections  which  were  completed  Sep- 
tember 30,  according  to  the  report  issued 
by  Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  certifi- 
cation did  not  include  nursery  dealers  and 
collectors  of  native  nursery  stock. 

According  to  the  report,  the  inspection 
resulted  in  imposing  a  minimum  of 
penalties  and  most  of  the  nurseries 
examined  were  said  to  be  in  good  condi- 
tion. Damage  by  insects  and  plant 
diseases  were  reported  to  be  less  prevalent 
than  is  usually  the  case.  The  heavy  rain- 
falls in  the  Spring,  and  continued  good 
growing  weather  throughout  the  season, 
were  seen  as  an  asset  to  the  production 
and  sale  of  nursery  stock.  These  condi- 
tions, however,  added  to  the  expense  of 
maintaining  nurseries  due  to  the  greater 
growth  of  weeds.  Because  of  the  heavv 
growth  of  weeds  in  a  few  nurseries,  which 
prevented  the  inspection  of  the  nursery 
stock,  it  was  necessary  to  refuse  immedi- 
ate certification. 

It  is  noted  in  the  report  that  in  1901, 
when  the  nursery  inspection  service  was 
begun  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
there  were  only  121  nurseries  in  this 
State. 

START  MOVING  APPLES 

PENNSYLVANIA  apple  shippers 
and  growers  report  heavy  shipments 
of  apples  during  the  early  part  of  Oc- 
tober, considering  the  short  crop  pro- 
duced in  the  State  this  year.  The  fruit 
of  large  size  is  being  shipped  into  storage 
in  the  larger  market  centers  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  other  states,  mostly  South  and 
West,  while  the  smaller  sizes  of  varieties, 
formerly  exported,  are  being  purchased 
by  the  Federal  Surplus  Marketing  Ad- 
ministration for  distribution. 

About  40  apple  growers  of  the  Berks- 
Lehigh  county  district  have  formed  an 
association  for  the  cooperative  canning 
of  apple  juice,  using  apples  which  do  not 
meet  first  grade  inspection  re(<uirements, 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  announced.  The 
plant  is  located  in  Boyertown. 
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TB  TESTS  SHOWING 
FFW  PENNA.  .CATTLE 
SUBJECT  TO  DISEASE 

T'     HAT  tuberculosis  infection  in  cattle 
S  this  State  has  been  reduced  to  a 
n  lim  is  indicated  by  a  report  just 
SS  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light   of 
I   P  Department  of  Agriculture,  m  which 
t  s  show"  that  only  63  cattle  were  in- 
lUetout  of  a  total  of  13,871  represent- 
LTl  623  herds  tested  during  the  month 
5  September.    Testing  of  cattle  for  the 
fection  is  carried  on  continuously  under 
he  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
nHu/rv    of  the   Agricultural    Depart- 
S    Approximately  one-third  of  the 
number  of  the  counties  are  tested  each 
vpar    Under  this  plan,  all  the  cattle  in 
he  State  undergo  the  test  every  three 
iars     Cattle  in   Wyoming,    Sullivan, 
Isnyder  and  Forest  counties  were  recently 
Ifeaccredited  for  three  years.     In  Forest 
County  a  total   of    1,472    cattle    were 
Itested,  and  not  a  single  cow  was  shown  to 
Ihave  any  infection.    Tests  are  now  being 
Imade  in  McKean,  Beaver,  Blair,  Susque- 
Ihanna  and  Union  counties. 
J  The  progress  made  in  the  effort  to 
leradicate  cattle  tuberculosis  is  seen  in  a 
Itabulation  of  figures  given  in  the  report 
Icovering  the  past  four  years.    In  1935,  a 
Itotal  of  215,617  cattle  were  tested  on  the 
Individual  Accredited   Herd   plan,   and 
14024  of  them  were  infected.    In  1939,  a 
Itotal  of  175,192  cattle  were  tested  under 
Ithat  plan,  and  971  of  that  number  re- 
lacted,  showing  a  decrease  of  76  percent 
lin  the  five-year  period. 
I  In  1935,  the  test  was  made  on  440,277 
Icattle  on  the  Modified  Accredited  Area 
IPlan,  and  11,055  of  the  total  reacted 
»hile  in  1936  a  total  of  594,387  cattle 
me  given  the  test  under  that  plan  and 
{only  3,480  were  shown  to  be  subject  to 
Ithe  disease. 
Under  the  same  plan,  a  total  of  454,074 
attle  were   tested    in    1939,    and    the 
jDumber  of  reactors  dropped  to   1,685, 
^howing  a  decrease  of  approximately  90 
«rcent  from  the  1935  figure. 


INE  BULLION  BUSHEL 
hPPLE  CROP  NOW  BEING 
HARVESTED   IN   PENNA. 

IT  is  estimated  that  the  Pennsylvania 
X  apple  crop,  which  is  now  being  h ar- 
rested, will  show  a  yield  of  nine  million 
bushels,  according  to  reports  made  to 
^cretary  John  H.  Light,  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Although 
m  figure  shows  a  decrease  of  about  two 
pillion  bushels  below  the  yield  of  1939, 
jt  still  places  Pennsylvania  fourth  on  the 
pt  of  apple-producing  states  of  this 
pntry,  being  surpassed  by  Washington, 
^ew  York,  and  Virginia. 

Twenty-five  State  licensed  inspectors 
Jre  engaged  in  the  supervision  of  the 
pKing  and  canning  of  the  crop,  accord- 
n  to  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.    The  men  are 
rained  licensed  and  supervised  by  the 
TPicuItural  Department,  but  their  sal- 
l^iesare  paid  from  fees  collected  from  the 
powers.  They  are  stationed  at  principal 
"^t  packing  houses  in  Adams,  Franklin 
P  a  lumberland  counties,  and  in  several 
[  7t  '^^^^^^^^  including  Berks,  Lebanon 
■"f  J-ancaster  counties. 
2  addition  to  the  inspections  of  fresh 

'Mor  market,   inspections   are    also 

:'  ^1  practically  all  apples  sold  to 
tiilllf  "^  ^^^ ^^»te.    Apples  are  graded 

Hu'''°/^^"K  to  quality. 

"om  has  frequently  been  received  by 
Ipol^Pfrtn^Pnt  that  Pennsylvania 
lE  S  ^^^J^  ^^^  canned,  are  in  par- 
K  P  Tfu '^.  *"  t^^  principal  markets 
Wfrl^^u^''  ^^2^  quality,  which  re- 
^ndalr*-*^^   continued   use   of   the 

50  C?^'^"   program    promoted    by 
^^Partment  of  Agriculture, 

COMING  EVENTS  AT 
^mi  SHOW  lU  ILDIiNG 

C;;^  ^-Midget  Auto  Races. 
lC/Hot'sale".'~^''"'^^'   ^^'' 
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EXHIBITORS  PLANNING 
SPACE  AT  FARM   SHOW 

FULLY  appreciative  of  the  tremend- 
ous and  widespread  interest  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Farm  Show,  which 
has  won  world-wide  fame,  commercial 
exhibitors  are  already  making  their  plans 
for  participation  in  the  annual  event 
which  will  be  held  January  20  to  24,  1941, 
in  the  celebrated  Farm  Show  Building. 
Reports  being  received  by  Secretary  John 
H.  Light,  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, indicate  even  at  this  early  date  that 
the  serious  international  and  domestic 
problems  are  not  having  any  effect  upon 
mterest  in  agriculture,  the  State's  largest 
industry — the  tremendous  activities  of 
which  are  brought  definitely  before  the 
public  through  the  great  Farm  Show. 

Those  directing  the  exhibit  are  already 
busily  engaged  in  making  plans  for  every 
one  of  the  many  phases  of  the  exhibit  to 
assure  its  complete  success.  Floor  plans 
for  commercial  exhibitors  and  agree- 
ments for  exhibition  space  are  available 
bv  addressing  the  Pennsylvania  Farm 
Show,  Harrisburg. 

The  Show  Commission  has  set  Decem- 
ber 5  as  the  closing  date  for  livestock 
entries  and  December  6  as  the  last  date 
for  entering  poultry  exhibits. 

CEDAR  APPLE  RUST 
IN  PENNA.  ORCHARDS 

REPORTS  are  being  received  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  of  in- 
fections of  cedar  apple  rust  throughout 
the  southeastern  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  the  infection  becomes  ap- 
parent, the  apple  leaves  show  a  dark 
brown  area,  which  is  later  surrounded  by 
a  larger  orange-yellow  margin.  These 
orange-yellow  areas  may  also  develop 
near  the  calyx  of  the  fruit. 

Several  orchards  surveyed  this  Fall  by 
Department  inspectors  contained  some 
trees  that  were  almost  completely  de- 
foliated by  the  disease.  Loss  of  foliage 
results  in  a  marked  reduction  in  the  size 
of  the  fruit. 

During  early  Fall,  the  fungus  migrates 
from  the  apple  to  the  cedar,  where  in- 
fection of  the  leaves  takes  place.  During 
the  following  Summer,  small  glossy 
brown  galls  are  developed  on  the  cedar. 
It  is  from  these  galls — the  well  known 
"cedar  apple" — that  the  fungus  spreads 
to  the  apple  during  the  following  Spring 
months. 

During  seasons  when  Spring  rains  are 
frequent,  as  they  were  last  season,  infec- 
tion to  nearby  apple  trees  becomes  severe. 
Moist  weather  favors  the  spread  of  the 
disease  from  the  cedar  to  the  apple. 
Under  favorable  conditions,  the  fungus 
may  spread  from  the  cedar  to  the  apple 
for  a  distance  of  three  miles,  but  ordi- 
narily the  zone  of  infection  does  not  ex- 
tend beyond  one  mile. 

Positive  control  of  the  disease  on  apples 
under  normal  conditions  may  be  secured 
by  destroying  all  cedar  trees  within  a 
mile  of  any  given  apple  trees.  Spraying 
has  not  been  found  satisfactory  as  a 
control  measure. 
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DISCUSS  PLANS  FOR 

PENNA.  AGRICULTURE 

IN   DEFENSE   PROGRAM 

IN  the  discussions  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Advisory  Agri- 
cultural Defense  Council,  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  devising  plans  under  which 
agriculture  could  be  placed  in  a  position 
to  perform  its  necessary  functions  in  the 
event  of  an  emergency,  the  labor  problem 
played  one  of  the  leading  roles.  The  con- 
tention was  advanced  that  with  the  great 
increase  in  mechanized  farming,  it  is 
becoming  more  imperative  that  farm 
labor  be  a  skilled  type  of  labor  and  not 
that  which  is  looked  upon  as  the  "left- 
over" from  industry.  Need  for  greater 
efficiency  on  the  farms  was  stressed,  and 
this  will  be  possible,  it  was  contended, 
only  as  skilled  labor  becomes  more  preva- 
lent. It  is  maintained  also  that  if  the 
full  advantage  of  mechanization  is  to  be 
had,  the  type  of  labor  which  has  always 
been  looked  upon  as  the  regular  "farm 
hand"  must  be  converted  into  a  more 
specialized  group.  It  was  reported,  how- 
ever, that  at  the  present  time,  there  are 
no  indications  that  conscription  for  mili- 
tary service  will  have  any  serious  effect 
upon  farm  labor. 

In  connection  with  labor  problems, 
suggestions  were  advanced  looking  to  the 
continued  and  further  development  of 
the  cooperative  basis  of  farm  operation, 
particularly  in  the  use  of  equipment.  The 
plan  followed  by  potato  growers  in  Tioga 
County  was  pointed  to  as  an  instance  of 
the  success  of  this  method,  under  which 
farmers  have  the  advantages  of  modern 
types  of  machinery  because  of  coopera- 
tive use,  who  would  not  be  warranted 
individually  to  purchase  such  equipment 
because  of  the  size  of  the  farms. 

The  educational  phase  was  stressed  as 
a  vital  factor  in  any  defense  measure,  but 
it  was  insisted  that  this  must  be  placed 
upon  a  permanent  and  continued  basis 
and  not  looked  upon  purely  as  an  emer- 
gency undertaking.  In  this  connection, 
it  was  contended  that  if  democracy  is  to 
be  preserved,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
people  be  taught  to  support  it  in  its  vari- 
ous aspects,  and  that  as  the  result  of  that 
teaching,  the  country  and  its  system  of 
government  will  be  more  strongly  de- 
fended at  all  times. 

In  discussions  of  necessary  increased 
production  in  cases  of  emergency,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  much  equipment  on 
farms  now  lying  idle  a  great  part  of  each 
year  could  be  used  for  this  purpose,  an 
example  cited  being  the  brooding  houses 
on  poultry  farms.  In  that  case  it  was 
suggested  that  poultry  could  be  raised  for 
market  through  the  use  of  that  seasonally 
used  equipment  which  would  bring  great- 
ly increased  production.  The  possibility 
of  the  use  of  canning  factories  which  are 
idle  between  canning  seasons  for  prepar- 
ing poultry  for  market  was  also  sug- 
gested. 

Transportation  of  farm  products  was 
seen  as  an  important  phase,  requiring 
much  study  under  any  defense  program, 
and  in  this  connection  the  idea  was  ad- 
vanced that  a  survey  be  made  of  all  high- 
ways and  thoroughfares,  with  the  view  of 
being  able  to  route  products  of  this  nature 
to  the  best  advantage  without  interfering 
with  any  military  movements  over  the 
main  arteries  of  travel. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  establish- 
ment of  County  organizations,  which  will 
function  through  the  central  group,  there- 
by having  every  section  of  the  State  fully 
organized  under  the  different  plans, 
which  would  be  placed  in  operation  to 
meet  emergencies  as  they  might  arise. 

After  telling  of  the  purposes  of  the 
establishment  of  the  council  by  Governor 
Arthur  H.  James,  Secretary  John  H. 
Light,  who  is  president  of  the  council, 
summed  up  the  situation  in  these  words: 
"Great  food  surpluses  now  on  hand,  and 
the  ability  of  farmers  to  produce  bounti- 
fully when  occasion  requires  it,  are  a 
guarantee  to  provide  needed  food  sup- 
plies. It  is  estimated  that  the  farmers  of 
America  are  able  to  produce  food  to  sup- 
port 250,000,000  people.  The  American 
farmers  are  patriotic  and  liberty-loving. 
They  are  noted  for  performance  and  will 
do  their  part  in  the  preparedness  pro- 
gram. We  in  Pennsylvania  must  and 
will  do  our  part.  Of  this  the  Nation  can 
be  assured." 
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notion  figures  this  year  indicate  a  total 
td  of  352,000  crates  as  compared  with 
7000  crates  from  2,900  acres  in  1939 
'lintr  an  average  acre  yield  of   110 
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[jfPORTS  SHOW  HEAVY 

"!;  VEGETABLE  YIELDS 

UIRING  1940  SEASON 

RFPORT  of  truck  crop  production 
in  Pennsylvania  for  the  1940  season 
:nd  comparisons  of  yields  ha^  i^t  been 
K  d  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light,  of 
r  oLe  Department  of  Agriculture. 
%h  asparagus  acreage  this  year  was 
,000  and  it  is  indicated  will  remain  at 
Jfigure  forl94L^^Prehminary^^^^^^ 

Buct 
tielc 
l04J 

C3our-pound°  crates  as  compared 
fith  105  in  1939,  and  a  10-year  average 

[f  96  crates.         .,,,,.  •      ,       j 

[The  cabbage  yield  this  year  is  placed 
It  Ok  900  tons  from  3,400  acres,  as  com- 
pared with  22,400  tons  from  3,200  acres 
1939  giving  an  average  acreage  yield 
bf  eight  and  one  half  tons  as  compared 
fith  seven  tons  last  year  and  a  10-year 
kverage  production  of  7.8  tons.  No  esti- 
nate  has  yet  been  made  of  the  acreage 
ihich  will  be  planted  next  year. 
A  considerable  increase  in  the  carrot 
TOP  is  reported  for  this  year.  Prelimi- 
lary  figures  place  the  total  production  of 
[40  000  bushels  from  650  acres,  as  com- 
pared with  228,000  bushels  from  600 
[cres  last  year.  The  average  acreage 
rjeld  shows  a  slight  decrease,  the  figures 
Lr  this  year  being  reported  as  370 
lushels  as  compared  with  380  bushels  in 
[939.  The  10-year  average  is  418  bushels, 
nd  the  10-year  average  of  acreage 
Wanted  was  400  acres. 

This  year's  celery  crop  is  placed  at 
|51,000  crates  from  930  acres  or  an 
[verage  yield  per  acre  of  270  ninety- 
ound  crates,  as  compared  with  248,000 
rates  from  900  acres  or  an  acreage  aver- 
ge  of  275  crates  in  1939.  The  10-year 
verage  of  acres  planted  is  1,150,  with  an 
j\erage  acre  yield  of  250  crates  or  a  total 
jverage  production  of  286,000  crates. 
The  lettuce  crop  in  this  State  this  year 
I  placed  at  51,000  crates  from  330  acres, 
an  average  acre  yield  of  1 55  crates  as 
Dmpared  with  39,000  crates  from  300 
cres,  or  an  average  acre  yield  of  130 
ates  in  1939.  The  10-year  average  is 
crates  from  270  acres  with  an 
Verage  acre  production  of  158  crates. 
[Among  the  eight  states  which  produce 
Ite spinach,  Pennsylvania  is  in  first  place 
pth  a  total  production  indicated  at 
"""  bushels  from  1,900  acres,  or  an 
fprage  acre  yield  of  340  bushels.  This 
jmpares  with  a  total  production  of 
"""  bushels  from  2,000  acres  in  1939, 
.an  average  acre  yield  of  350  bushels. 
F  10-year  average  total  production  is 
[0,000  bushels  from  an  average  of  1,350 
Jes.  or  an  average  yield  per  acre  of  292 
piiels. 

I  Pennsylvania  holds  second  place  among 
nine  states  in  the  production  of 
ond  early  spinach,  with  the  yield  this 
ar  placed  at  510,000  bushels  from  1,700 
f^,  or  an  average  acreage  yield  of  300 
Tit  nfc?^^  y^^^  the  total  production 
l^mm  bushels  from  1,500  acres  or 
'average  acre  yield  of  320  bushels.  The 
K  ^^■^''age  total  production  was 
';7"  crates  from  an  average  of  1,070 
Bheir  ^"  ^^^^^ge  acre  yield  of  314 

J|!^\REASE  REPORTED 
MILK  PRODUCTION 

i^th?QP!^9.^°  ''^Ports  received  by 
le  miiu^^^^^Pa'"<^"^ent  of  Agricuf- 
tnewi^'u^'''^'^"  >"  Pennsylvania 
\  S!?^^^'^^^  considerably  above 
kaS/-?'-,^^^^  ««^«"  o^  the  year. 
f^  mn^Sh  ''•^  production  of  the 
pen  which  reports  were  received 

H'^a^H"?  V^"^"'^  ^'^  October  1. 
ttdSf^b^  the  highest  figure  on 
FmSh  •''^'^  10  years. 
Nly  eoS^i°^'?  attributed  to  the  un- 
!e  of^lt  P  !f'^"  °^  P^tures  at  this 
^"ent  ap.ri-  '  ^^°^th  having  been 
f>lt  cJ'  JS,'^'"g  to  the  report,  as  the 
K  The  fil!,  ^^ather  conditions  and 
r  feed  fnPJ"®?  ^^''^  that  59  percent 
t  Pasturl  r'^  cattle  was  obtained 
b^'  wV^^^^^  ^^^  "^«"th,  which 
rM939        *^-^    percent    in    Sep- 
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VAST  FARM  BUILDING 

NOW  BEING  PREPARED 

FOR  1941  EXHIBIT 

THE  stupendous  job  of  preparing  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show,  which 
will  be  held  from  January  20  to  24,  has 
been  entered  into  with  full  force  with  the 
determination  to  make  the  event  top  of 
the  list  of  the  past  24  annual  exhibits  held 
in  this  State.  When  it  is  realized  that 
the  Farm  Show  building  covers  14  acres 
of  space,  every  inch  of  which  must  be 
arranged  to  be  utilized  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, some  idea  might  be  had  of  the 
arnount  of  work  and  detail  which  is  en- 
tailed. With  that  area  under  roof  and 
devoted  to  an  exposition  of  everything 
dealing  with  agriculture,  it  can  readily  be 
seen  that  the  show  offers  the  last  word  in 
interest  and  provides  untold  educational 
value  to  everyone. 

At  the  last  Show,  more  than  2,500 
exhibitors  had  displays  relating  to  every 
phase  of  farm  operation  and  procedure, 
and  preparations  are  now  under  way  to 
provide  for  an  extension  of  that  vast 
enterprise  over  the  activities  of  1940. 

136  MILLION  EGGS 
PA.  SEPT.  PRODUCTION 

EGG  production  in  Pennsylvania  dur- 
ing September  showed  a  marked  in- 
crease over  that  of  the  same  month  last 
year,  according  to  reports  made  to 
Secretary  John  H.  Light,  of  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture.  During  that 
month,  the  production  is  placed  at  136 
million  eggs  as  compared  with  127 
millions  a  year  ago.  However,  the  total 
production  in  this  State  for  the  nine 
months  from  January  1  shows  a  decrease 
of  about  three  percent  below  that  of  the 
same  period  of  1939. 

According  to  the  reports,  there  are 
more  layers  on  farms  and  the  rate  of  lay- 
ing is  considerably  above  average  figures. 
It  is  further  reported,  however,  that  the 
number  of  pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age  on 
October  1,  was  lower  than  the  1939 
figure,  which  leads  to  the  suggestion  that 
unless  the  laying  rate  continues  above 
that  of  last  year,  a  smaller  egg  production 
can  be  expected  during  the  next  three 
months. 

The  number  of  layers  in  this  State  in 
September  is  placed  at  more  than  12  and 
one  half  million  as  compared  with  12 
million  68  thousand  in  the  same  month 
last  year.  The  monthly  number  of  eggs 
per  layer  is  given  as  10.8  as  compared 
with  10.6  in  1939. 

Farm  Labor  Supply  Reported 
89  Percent  of  Demand  in  Pa. 

According  to  reports  compiled  October 
1,  the  average  prevailing  farm  wage  in 
Pennsylvania,  without  board,  was  $43  a 
month,  and  with  board,  the  average  wage 
was  $28.25  a  month.  The  daily  rate  with 
board  is  shown  to  have  been  $1.85  and 
without  board,  $2.35.  It  was  indicated 
that  the  supply  of  farm  labor  was  80  per- 
cent of  normal,  that  the  demand  was  90 
percent  of  normal,  and  that  the  supply 
was  89  percent  of  the  demand. 


ADVISE  GREATER  CARE 

OF  BEES  IN  WINTER 

REPORT  HEAVY  LOSS 

OBSERVATIONS  made  during  the 
inspection  of  almost  9,000  apiaries 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  during 
the  past  season  have  caused  the  inspec- 
tion bureau  to  suggest  that  beekeepers 
give  more  attention  to  protection  and 
care  of  their  bees  during  the  Winter 
months.  The  mortality  of  bees  last 
winter  was  in  many  cases  reported  to  be 
entirely  too  high  for  profitable  bee- 
keeping. 

Before  packing  bees  for  the  cold 
weather,  it  is  suggested  that  all  colonies 
be  inspected  and  any  found  to  be  diseased 
should  be  destroyed  by  burning.  During 
warm  days,  when  the  bees  are  flying,  an 
examination  should  be  made  at  the  en- 
trances of  the  hives  to  detect  any  weak 
colonies.  Frequent  examination  should 
be  made  of  the  entrances  of  these  colonies 
and  if  it  is  found  that  they  are  being 
robbed  by  the  stronger  colonies,  an 
examination  should  be  made  for  disease, 
as  this  may  be  the  cause  of  the  weakened 
condition. 

Diseased  colonies  are  extremely  dan- 
gerous during  the  inactive  season.  As 
there  is  no  other  food  supply  available 
at  this  time  of  year,  bees  are  prone  to  rob 
throughout  this  period,  and  carry  disease 
to  healthy  colonies.  It  is  pointed  out 
that  burning  is  the  only  sure  treatment 
for  diseased  colonies. 

STUDIES  SHOW  HORSES 
SUCCUMB  TO  WORMS 

ACCORDING  to  studies  made  by  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture,  in- 
testinal Strongyles  or  Palisade  worms  are 
extremely  common  in  horses.  Many 
grown  animals,  it  is  stated,  can  apparent- 
ly be  quite  heavily  infested  without  much 
effect  being  shown  upon  their  health,  but 
this  is  not  the  case  with  young  animals. 
Symptoms  are  listed  as  loss  of  condition, 
digestive  derangement,  diarrhea,  anemia, 
weakness  and  emaciation.  Extreme 
cases,  it  it  reported,  may  result  in  death. 

In  suggesting  that  every  possible  pre- 
caution be  taken  against  the  infestation 
of  horses.  Dr.  C.  P.  Bishop,  Director  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  stated  that  the 
animals  acquire  the  infection  from  con- 
taminated pastures,  food  or  water.  The 
infective  agent  is  said  to  be  in  the  form 
of  minute  worms  or  larvae,  which  hatch 
from  great  numbers  of  ova  contained  in 
manure  from  infested  horses.  To  guard 
against  the  spread  of  the  infestation, 
susceptible  animals  should  be  removed  as 
far  as  possible  from  the  infective  agent. 
Stables  should  be  cleaned  regularly,  pure 
water  should  be  provided  at  all  times, 
and  stable  litter  should  be  removed  daily 
and  stacked,  preferably  in  manure  pits  or 
boxes.  Heat  generated  by  this  practice, 
it  is  pointed  out,  is  destructive  to  para- 
site ova. 

It  is  further  stated  that  stable  manure 
should  not  be  spread  on  pastures  used  by 
horses  and  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
tinuously pastured  on  the  same  ground. 
It  is  suggested  that  whenever  possible, 
pastures  be  alternated  with  other  animals, 
such  as  cattle  and  sheep,  which  are  not 
affected  by  the  same  parasites,  that  low 
pastures  or  wet  areas  which  are  breeding 
places  for  parasites  be  avoided,  and  that 
farms  should  not  be  overstocked. 


Penna.  Huckleberry  Crop 
Exceeds  100  Carloads 

It  is  estimated  that  more  than  100 
carloads  of  Pennsylvania  huckleberries 
were  shipped  this  season  to  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  markets,  according  to 
reports  to  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. This  compared  with  approxi- 
mately 82  carloads  last  year.  An  esti- 
mated market  value  of  $134,000  is  placed 
on  this  year's  crop.  The  berries  come 
mostly  from  the  Northeastern  section 
of  this  State. 

During  the  past  10  years,  the  acreage 
of  tomatoes  ^rown  for  canning  in  Penn- 
sylvania has  increased  nearly  five  times, 
from  4,280  acres  in  1930,  to  about 
20,000  acres. 
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UWT  GROWING  AS 
NEW  BRANCH  OF 
FARMING  PURSUIT 

rv  fhp  eradual  increase  in  the  establish- 
I  ment  of  nut  groves  in  some  of  the 
I  f/m  counties  of  Pennsylvania  is  seen 
?  .Lihilitv  of  the  development  of  a 
^'  Tanch  of  agricultural  pursuit  in  this 
C'Crding  to  Secretary  John  H. 
nV  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
f  he  first  grove  of  black  walnut  trees  was 
llanS  some  years  ago  m  Chester 
>  MPtv  and,  since  that  time,  each  year 
Erought  a  gradual  expansion  with  the 
Wanting  of  new  sites.  ^,        ,        j 

■  The  black  walnut,  frequently  referred 
„' a  profit-sharing  king  of  tree  crops 
Id  czar  of  the  timber  world,  provides  a 
l"  fold  value  in  that  the  nut  crop  pro- 
Cdes  an  annual  income  while  each  year 
Vines  increased  value  to  the  orchard  m 
Ee  form  of  timber— this  wood   being 
arce  and,  therefore,  commanding  high 

"probably  the  largest  grove  in  the 
istern  section  is  that  owned  by  Dr. 
ank  Baum  at  Yellowhouse,  which  com- 
ises  1,098  trees,  all  of  them  yielding  a 
OP  This  year,  the  crop  is  estimated  at 

00  bushels  of  shelled  walnuts.  Much 
Jvelopment  has  already  been  made  in 
fluipment  for  the  preparation  of  the  crop 
Cr  market.  The  Baum  orchard  is  equip- 
ed  with  a  machine  which  hulls  the  nuts 
fld  also  with  a  machine  which,  after 
Lcking  the  shell,  extracts  the  kernel. 
[he  nut  meats  are  prepared  in  both 
Bckage  and  bulk  for  market.    Although 

1  heavy  bearing,  the  trees  are  only  from 
i  to  15  years  old. 

The  meat  of  the  nut,  however,  is  not 
jie  only  source  of  income,  as  it  is  claimed 
bat  24  new  uses  have  been  found  for  the 
ound  shell,  one  of  the  most  important 
which  is  its  manufacture  into  a  con- 
liner  for  insecticides.  It  is  said  that 
llien  pressed,  the  shells  provide  better 
)in(l  stones  than  many  minerals;  that 
hen  added  to  plastics,  such  as  are  used  in 
|itomobiles,  mouldings  are  increased  in 
length;  and  that  the  wearing  quality  of 
jibber  is  greatly  increased  by  the  addi- 
on  of  the  nut  shells.  Unground,  the 
hells  bring  $12.50  a  ton. 
[The  Baum  grove  is  planted  on  squares 
1 45  feet,  but  Dr.  Baum  suggests  a  dis- 
nce  of  63  feet  to  allow  for  proper  ex- 
nsion  of  the  branches  and  development 
[the  tree.  The  black  walnut  tree  is  said 
I  be  thrifty,  long  lived  and,  because  of 
being  deep  rooted,  allows  for  plow 
ops  in  the  grove. 

JOIND  WORM  IS  MOST 
(OMMON  HOG  DISEASE 

|F  the  various  parasites  found  in 
*  hogs,  the  common  round  worm  is 
Itstanding,  both  on  account  of  its  large 
pnd  the  amount  of  injury  it  is  capable 
[inflicting,  according  to  the  Bureau  of 
liimal  Industry. 

IFully  grown  worms  may  attain  a  length 
1  -  inches  or  more,  with  a  diameter  a 
p  under  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  are 
pcially  injurious  to  young  pigs.  It  is 
Rd  that  digestion  is  deranged  and 
jny  die  as  a  result  of  infestation,  while 
^)  others  are  reduced  to  worthless 
jts  and  are  so  weakened  as  to  fall  easy 
fms  to  secondary  diseases. 
[Jund  worms  multiply  by  a  prolific 
Pjuction  of  eggs.  Ground  continuous- 
I  wcupied  by  infested  hogs  becomes 
r"y  contaminated.  Development  of 
K  '^^'"^""^^  ^  Period  of  10  days  or 
[re,  aependmg  upon  the  moisture  and 
L™e  of  the  ground.     After  de- 

mt,  the  eggs  are  capable  of  infect- 
I  any  susceptible  hog  which  swallows 
^11.^^  the  feeding  habits  of  hogs 

1  eti  .i^?^'.^^^-  Developed  eggs 
nv  m  \l  ^^'^  infective  powers  over 
Ichr  ^*"  moist  ground,  but  are 
LiX^^'^tant  in  dry  soil  exposed 

iS^jy-^ieasures  aimed  at  the  pre- 
\\^t  A  '"^^station  are  pointed  to  as 
lj^|t  defense.  The  use  of  the  same 
uldhl  ^'^ccessive  groups  of  hogs 
each  vpl.''^'^^  by  changing  the  hog 
.eneanl  ^^^  OJ"  three  years  be- 
drvan^^^^V.P^tion  should  be  allowed 

fchosen    ^^  ^'■^^"^^  locations  should 


•ai  L?*^  ^¥^  ^0^8  be  farrowed  in 
b*twi/r?^ble  of  thorough  cleans 
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TESTING  OF  MILK  IN 

FARM  SHOW  EXHIBIT 

CAREFULLY  DONE 

ONE  of  the  many  exhibits  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Show,  the  25th 
of  which  will  be  held  from  January  20  to 
24,  1941,  in  which  is  involved  a  mass  of 
detail,  is  that  of  milk.  There  are  five 
different  classes  divided  into  10  divisions, 
and  last  year  there  were  a  total  of  182 
entries.  Three  of  the  classes  are  for  raw 
milk,  the  first  for  milk  from  tuberculin 
and  Bang's  Disease  tested  cattle,  the 
second  for  milk  from  tuberculin  tested 
cattle  (both  classes  confined  to  the  pro- 
ducer of  milk),  and  the  third  for  milk 
from  producers  who  retail  their  milk, 
whose  herds  are  tested  for  both  tubercu- 
losis and  Bang's  Disease.  Class  four  is 
for  certified  milk,  and  class  five  for 
pasteurized  milk.  The  first  three  classes 
are  divided  into  groups  according  to  the 
number  of  cattle  in  the  herd. 

In  each  division,  gold,  silver  and 
bronze  medals  are  awarded  as  first, 
second  and  third  prizes.  There  are  also 
cash  awards  for  those  winning  places 
below  the  third  rating. 

For  the  purpose  of  judging  the  entries 
of  milk,  it  is  put  through  the  various 
necessary  testing  processes  in  the  special- 
ly constructed  and  equipped  laboratory 
in  the  Farm  Show  Building.  The  scoring 
involves  bacteria  test,  flavor  and  odor, 
sediment,  temperature,  acidity  and  the 
bottle  and  cap. 

In  addition  to  the  prizes  offered  by  the 
Farm  Show,  various  dairy  and  breeders' 
associations  also  give  awards  for  different 
merit  ratings. 

SEPT.  MEAT  INSPECTION 
NEARS  3  MILLION  LBS. 

ACCORDING  to  the  report  made  by 
the  Meat  Hygiene  Division,  38,033 
ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  examina- 
tions of  animals  were  made  during  the 
month  of  September,  resulting  in  105 
carcasses  being  condemned.  There  were 
546  establishments  examined  for  sanita- 
tion, one  slaughter  house  having  been 
found  to  be  defective. 

Examinations  were  made  of  2,793,882 
pounds  of  meat  and  meat  products  of 
which  2,345  pounds  were  condemned. 
Examinations  were  also  made  of  1 ,566,419 
pounds  of  animal  organs  of  which  219,036 
pounds  were  condemned. 

In  the  livestock  inspections,  151  mar- 
kets were  examined  and  41,402  ante- 
mortem  examinations  were  made. 

MORE  THAN  700  ACRES 
PLANTED  TO  BROCCOLI 

MORE  than  700  acres  on  two  farms 
alone  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the 
State  is  planted  to  broccoli  this  year, 
according  to  reports  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  The  product  is  packed  in 
12-bunch  crates  to  the  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  markets.  The  average  yield 
per  acre  is  placed  at  175  crates.  One- 
third  of  the  crop  is  shipped  to  quick- 
freezing  plants. 

A  small  acreage  of  broccoli  was  planted 
this  year  in  Fayette  County  for  experi- 
mental purposes. 
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YORK  CO.  FARMER  IS 

HUSKING  CHAMPION 

FOR  3rd  SUCCESSIVE 

YEAR 

PENNSYLVANIA'S  leading  compet- 
ing corn  buskers  from  12  different 
counties  had  their  day  on  October  24  at  a 
farm  of  the  Hershey  Estates  near  Hershey 
when  they  entered  into  the  annual  com- 
petition for  the  selection  of  the  State 
champion  to  compete  for  the  National 
honors  in  Iowa.  Favored  with  ideal 
weather,  the  20  buskers,  who  survived 
the  preliminaries  conducted  in  the 
morning  to  enter  the  finals  in  the  after- 
noon, made  the  ears  fly  as  they  wended 
their  course  through  their  allotted  divi- 
sions. Encouraged  by  an  attendance 
estimated  at  6,000  people,  the  contestants 
entered  the  fray  with  a  "do  or  die"  spirit. 

In  spite  of  the  high  ability  that  was 
registered,  it  was  not  great  enough  to 
drive  Stanley  Yeager,  the  bachelor 
farmer  of  York  County,  from  his  throne. 
With  a  record  of  30.27  bushels  of  corn 
husked  in  the  80-minute  period,  Yeager 
retained  the  State  championship  title  for 
the  third  successive  year.  He  beat  his 
record  of  last  year  by  slightly  less  than 
two  bushels.  His  keenest  rival,  M.  H. 
Fitz,  also  of  York  County,  won  second 
place  with  28.26  bushels.  Both  men  went 
to  the  National  contest. 

In  the  county  contest,  in  which  the 
contestants  were  chosen  for  the  State 
event,  Fitz  won  over  Yeager  by  nearly 
two  bushels. 

The  annual  State  event  is  sponsored  by 
The  Pennsylvania  Farmer,  and  for  the 
first  time  was  given  recognition  by  a 
State  official  when  Secretary  John  H. 
Light  of  ihe  Department  of  Agriculture 
presented  a  ribbon  to  the  State  Cham- 
pion. In  announcing  the  presentation. 
Secretary  Light  stated  that  he  felt  that 
agricultural  events  of  that  character 
should  receive  encouragement  in  that 
they  tend  to  bring  farm  pursuits  more  to 
the  public  mind,  and  at  the  same  time 
promote  widespread  interest,  pleasure 
and  goodwill  among  those  engaged  in 
agriculture. 

The  other  contestants,  their  counties 
and  their  scores  were:  Harlow  Mayer, 
Chester,  21,25  bushels;  Curran  Beshore, 
Juniata,  20.13;  Philip  Sidler,  Montour, 
23.24;  Philip  Hartman,  Lebanon,  23.85; 
Joseph  Seem,  Lehigh,  20.37;  Walter 
Morgan,  Schuylkill,  21.94;  D.  I.  Ger- 
berick,  Dauphin,  22.40;  R.  W.  Beshore, 
Juniata,  28.18;  E.  W.  Mclntyre,  Arm- 
strong, 27.39;  Warren  Boyer,  Berks, 
22.91;  Clarence  G.  Sholley,  Lebanon, 
22.58;  Robert  Evans,  Montgomery, 
16.11;  W.  H.  Neff,  Lancaster,  23.02; 
W.  F.  Jury,  Dauphin,  19.90;  Paul  H, 
Keeney,  Berks,  24.37;  Karl  A.  Fry, 
Perry,  20.32;  John  Anderson,  Montour, 
20.86;  and  J.  Stanley  Stauffer,  Lancaster, 
26.89. 

SUGGEST  PROTECTION 
AGAINST  SPLIT  BARK 

INQUIRIES  are  frequently  received  by 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
concerning  the  splitting  of  bark  on  the 
trunks  of  ornamental  trees.  The  majori- 
ty of  these  cases  involve  trees  of  rather 
large  size  that  have  been  recently  trans- 
planted, although  this  is  not  always  the 

poop 

Practically  all  such  trees  observed  had 
developed  cracks  on  the  south-east  side 
of  the  trunk  or  the  side  most  exposed  to 
the  late  winter  and  early  Spring  sun.  In 
some  instances,  not  only  the  bark,  but  the 
woody  portion  of  the  trunk  had  cracked 
open,  with  the  bark  usually  rolled  back, 
causing  an  ugly  scar. 

It  is  stated  that  these  injuries  are  due 
to  the  rapid  thawing  and  expansion  of  the 
exposed  side  of  the  trunk  caused  by  the 
bright  sunshine  of  early  Spring  or  late 
Winter,  and  at  a  time  when  the  trees  had 
become  solidly  frozen  during  cold  frosty 
nights.  Unequal  expansion  due  to  thaw- 
ing is  held  responsible  for  the  cracking. 

Trees  may  be  protected  against  such 
njury  by  wrapping  the  trunk  with  bur- 
lap, tough  paper,  or  other  material 
before  cold  weather  starts.  The  wrap- 
ping should  remain  in  place  throughout 
the  Winter.  It  should  extend  from  the 
ground  up  to  the  lower  branches.  Larger 
trees  recently  transplanted  are  likely  to 
require  this  protection  more  than  those 
which  have  become  well  established, 
according  to  the  inspection  bureau. 
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rnXTlNljED  INCRt:ASE 

InF  RVNGE  PARALYSIS 

IS  MAJOR  PROBLEM 

,VE  of  the  major  problems  confront- 
in  the  poultry. industry  today  is 
..,  r  range  paralysis,  which  has  been 
t  IrSLively  assuming  greater  propor- 
r^^vpr  the  past  10  years,  according  to 
Ktme'nt  of  Agriculture  T^^ 
Le  is  said  to  be  primarily  of  the 
Ss  system,  although  other  condi- 
'uch  as  blindness,  tumors  and 
„«)tic  blood  changes  are  closely  associ- 

Hwith  it  Whether,  however,  these 
Uitinns  are  all  manifestations  of  the 

ne  disease  is  said  to  be  still  a  disputed 

te  ultra-microscopic  filterable  virus  is 
Lid  responsible  by  most  investigators, 
Ld  conclusive  evidence  is  said  to  sub- 
rntiate  their  claims.  It  is  explained 
ft  a  filterable  virus  is  an  agent  so  small 
L  it  cannot  be  seen  even  with  a  power- 
l  microscope,  and .  will  pass  through 
brcelain  filters  which  hold  back  all 
Iher  germs. 

lit  is  found  that  the  disease  occurs 
lually  in  birds  from  three  to  nine 
K)nths  of  age,  but  may  be  encountered 
Ichicks  as  young  as  five  weeks.  Birds 
We  than  18  months  old  are  said  to  be 
fely  affected.  Paralysis  is  said  to  be 
ironic  as  a  rule,  usually  affecting  only  a 
f  birds  at  a  time.  The  first  sign  of  the 
m^  which  can  be  observed  is  a  slight 
jiencss  or  drooping  of  one  wing  and 
fequently  a  greyish  discoloration  of  the 
k  known  as  the  grey  eye.  ^ 
JAs  the  disease  advances,  it  is  stated  the 
k  or  wing  becomes  useless  and  the  bird 
Sally  becomes  incapacitated,  with  one 
I  extended  forward  and  the  other 
fetched  backward.  The  majority  of  the 
lected  birds,  it  is  said,  die  in  two  or 
W  weeks  after  the  first  symptoms  have 
^n  noticed.  It  is  found  that  birds 
lely  recover  from  the  disease. 
(According  to  the  authorities,  there  is 
I  known  remedy  at  the  present  time. 
py  advise  the  killing  of  affected  birds 
I  soon  as  the  first  signs  of  the  disease 
[pear.  These  birds,  however,  are  said 
I  be  suitable  for  food  provided  they  are 
|good  flesh.  It  is  stated  that  there  is  no 
ktitication  for  selling  off  the  entire  flock 
|the  disease  occurs,  because  at  the  time 
mptoms  are  observed,  it  is  believed 
pbable  that  the  disease  has  run  most  of 
jcourse. 

preventive  measures  recommended  are 
Vet  sanitation  during  the  early  weeks  of 
Ming,  and  rearing  chicks  from  parent 
p  that  has  not  shown  any  evidence  of 
:  disease. 

[REPORT  NINE  CASES 
BLACKLEG  DISEASE 

jURING  the  past  year,  only  nine 
f  outbreaks  of  Blackleg  in  cattle  have 
u^ed  in  Pennsylvania,  according  to 
^Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
pe  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
^e,  which  soon  causes  death,  is  said 
»« mfectious  and  is  largely  confined  to 

R  ^n^  ^^^""^  ^^^  soil  is  infected 
P  blackleg  organisms.    Animals  more 

IcteT  ^^^""^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^ 

[f  IS  said  that  where  the  disease  ap- 

^<  It  18  liable  to  occur  with  more  or 

regularity.    Vaccination  of  suscep- 

f  animals  is  suggested  as  a  treatment 

T  ,,^VPfactice  should  be  followed  each 

iIoZ      's.^nown  that  the  infection 
^n^r  remains. 

"-'«es  of  animals  which  have  suc- 
luld '  K  ^5^  disease,  it  is  insisted, 
hinir  Q^uf^^^y^^— PJ'eferably  by 
h  La  "'^^  ^here  such  animals 
Idi'lT^i^  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
dinVR  ,\^,"^  wbere  animals  have 
bay  ZJfi  f'-om  the  disease,  straw 
Nr  0  Jf  be  scattered  over  the  in- 
NThrge^^,b"^"^dinaneflrortto 

^^^^^^se  in  Penna.  Tobacco  Crop 

bylvaIirc°''^i,P^*^^  t^e  1940  Penn- 
bnC'^  Seedleaf   tobacco   rrnn   at 
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MAPLE  SYRUP  EXHIBIT 
SHOWS  PEINNA.  PRODUCT 

AMONG  the  thousands  of  exhibits 
annually  entered  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Show,  which  will  be  held 
January  20  to  24,  which  are  distinctively 
of  Pennsylvania  production,  is  that  of 
maple  syrup.  The  product  from  this 
State  has  won  national  reputation,  and 
the  producers  themselves  attribute  much 
of  the  great  progress  made  in  processing 
and  marketing  to  the  stimulus  given  by 
the  State  Farm  Show  over  the  past 
several  years. 

In  judging  maple  syrup,  taste,  density 
and  color  are  the  prime  factors.  These 
qualities  are  largely  decided  by  the  time 
of  the  sap  season,  the  method  of  process- 
ing and  the  care  with  which  the  product 
is  prepared  for  market.  In  processing  the 
sap,  the  weight  is  held  at  about  1 1  pounds 
a  gallon  when  the  liquid  is  at  60  degrees, 
which  prevents  souring  or  crystalizing  of 
the  syrup  after  the  container  is  opened. 

Indications  are  that  the  syrup  exhibit 
at  the  next  show  will  be  of  extensive  pro- 
portions, and  will  give  evidence  of  the 
high  quality  of  the  Pennsylvania  product. 

The  Show  Committee  has  again  re- 
minded exhibitors  of  the  closing  date  for 
entries  of  livestock  which  is  December  5, 
and  of  poultry  entries,  which  is  December  6. 

APPLE  BY-PRODUCTS 
BIG   PENNA.    INDUSTRY 

"OEPORTS  to  the  Department  of 
J^V  Agriculture  indicate  that  the  1940 
apple  canning  season  is  rapidly  drawing 
to  a  close.  The  processing  of  apples  in 
this  State  into  such  by-products  as 
canned  sliced  apples,  apple  sauce,  apple 
butter,  apple  juice,  jelly,  mince  meat  and 
vinegar,  has  grown  to  such  proportions  in 
recent  years  as  to  place  Pennsylvania  in 
the  front  ranks  with  New  York,  Washing- 
ton and  Virginia  as  a  leader  in  this 
industry. 

The  major  portion  of  the  industry  is 
located  in  the  Adams  and  Franklin 
county  area,  the  largest  apple  cannery 
in  this  country  being  located  at  Bigler- 
ville,  Adams  County.  Recently,  addition- 
al apple  products  canneries  have  been 
established  in  other  districts  of  the  State 
— principally  in  Erie,  Berks,  Lehigh  and 
Philadelphia  counties. 

The  Agriculture  Department  points 
out  that  the  apple  canneries  use  the 
better  grades  of  fruit  and  that  most  of  the 
apples  are  purchased  under  State  super- 
vised inspection.  It  is  also  emphasized 
that  Pennsylvania  apple  products  rank 
exceedingly  high  in  quality  and  are 
greatly  in  demand  by  the  wholesale  and 
retail  distributors  throughout  the  country. 

Cabbage  Production  80,000  Tons 

THE  domestic  cabbage  production  in 
Pennsylvania  this  year  is  estimated 
to  be  51,200  tons  on  6,400  acres,  com- 
pared with  the  1939  production  of  39,600 
tons  on  6,100  acres.  The  Danish  cabbage 
production  in  this  State  this  year  is 
placed  at  28,900  tons  on  3,400  acres, 
compared  with  the  production  last  year 
of  22,400  tons  on  3,200  acres.  Acreage 
and  production  are  both  above  the 
1929-38  average  for  the  State  for  both 
types  of  cabbage. 
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PROPER  CULTIVATION 

ADVISED  TO  COMBAT 

FARM  WEED  PROBLEM 

THE  necessity  of  the  farmer  using 
clean  seeds  for  grain,  grass  and 
legume  plantings  is  pointed  to  by  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  if  any 
progress  is  to  be  made  in  the  control  and 
eradication  of  weeds.  Because  bad  weeds 
spread  so  rapidly  from  place  to  place,  no 
single  farm  problem  is  more  dependent 
on  community  cooperation  than  weed 
control,  and  since  weed  seeds  are  spread 
by  wind,  water,  animals,  birds,  threshing 
rigs  and  movements  of  feed  and  seed, 
farmers  cannot  hope  to  keep  their  own 
farms  clean  when  neighboring  fields  are 
badly  infested. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  best  method  of 
eradication  on  the  farm  is  intelligent  use 
of  clean  tillage  and  of  crops  that  offer  real 
competition  to  weeds,  or  a  combination  of 
these  methods. 

Early  fall  plowing  of  fields  that  have 
produced  grain  is  an  aid  in  controlling 
all  weeds,  as  this  destroys  a  large  number 
of  Fall  seedlings — but  never  plow  under 
the  weeds  bearing  mature  seeds.  They 
should  be  raked  up  and  burned.  It  is  an 
old  saying  that  "One  year's  seeding  is 
seven  years  weeding." 

Some  of  the  most  troublesome  weeds 
have  great  vitality  and  may  lie  in  the  soil 
for  long  periods,  to  germinate  when 
brought  to  the  surface  by  future  cul- 
tivation. 

Weeds  should  not  be  allowed  to  ripen, 
but  should  be  killed  while  in  the  seedling 
stage  when  possible,  for  then  the  weeds 
die  most  easily  and  in  the  greatest 
numbers. 

PENNA.  POTATO  CROP 
SHOWS  HEAVY  YIELD 

LATEST  reports  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  place  the  1940  potato 
crop  at  nearly  25  million  bushels,  with  an 
average  acre  yield  of  130  bushels,  as  com- 
pared with  120  bushels  per  acre  last  year. 
The  crop  this  year  is  more  than  two 
million  bushels  greater  than  that  of  1939. 

With  Pennsylvania  ranking  high  among 
the  potato  producing  states,  much  effort 
is  constantly  made  to  develop  to  a  still 
higher  plane  the  fine  reputation  held  by 
potatoes  grown  in  this  State  with  the 
consuming  public.  Most  of  the  potatoes 
are  graded,  and  specially  packed  in  a  par- 
ticular type  of  bag  adopted  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Cooperative  Potato  Growers' 
Association. 

To  assure  extension  of  the  grading 
work,  the  Association,  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Agricultural  Extension  Service  of 
State  College,  recently  conducted  four 
training  schools  in  the  Eastern  section  of 
the  State,  where  grading  instructions 
were  given.  The  schools,  first  conducted 
four  years  ago,  were  attended  this  year  by 
about  200  persons.  It  is  planned  to  con- 
duct schools  in  other  sections  later  this 
season. 

LATEST  EDITION  OF 
HANDBOOK   AVAILABLE 

THE  1940  edition  of  the  "Handbook 
of  Official  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Grades",  which  ranks  high  in  demand 
among  tne  publications  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  is  now  available 
for  free  distribution.  In  addition  to  con- 
taining information  relative  to  all  grades 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  officially  adopted 
for  use  in  Pennsylvania,  the  manual  re- 
cords the  acts  of  the  State  Legislature 
bearing  on  marketing  and  other  pertinent 
information.  Recent  grade  revisions  as 
well  as  recently  adopted  grades  in  this 
State  are  also  recorded. 

Requests  for  copies  of  the  book  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Room  118,  South 
Office  Building,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

More  Wheat  in  Storage 

ACCORDING  to  the  Federal-State 
Crop  Report,  issued  by  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture,  stocks  of 
wheat  in  interior  mills,  elevators  and 
warehouses  in  Pennsylvania  on  October  1 
amounted  to  1,560,000  bushels,  which  is 
100,000  bushels  in  excess  of  holdings  at 
the  same  period  last  year. 
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\TW  4PPLE  CANNERY 
HAS  HEAVY  DEMAND 
FOR  CANNED  JUICE 

THE  unusual  and  immediate  success 
attained  by  the  newly  established 
1  cannery   at   Boyertown    by    the 
gtS  Cooperative.  Fruit  Grow- 
er where  only  apple  juice  is  produced,  is 
inted  to  as  an  indication  of  the  great 
'Ebiiities  of  this  branch  of  the  apple 
Eing  industry.     Although  the  plant 
«Lnly  recently  placed  m  operation,  the 
nroblem  faced  by  the  Cooperative  organ- 
lotion  is  a  greater  supply  of  apples  and 
not  the  sale  of  the  product.    Even  before 
noduction  was  begun,  orders  had  been 
j«ceived  from  various  sources  as  the  re- 
gult  of  visits  to  the  plant  by  buyers     At 
I  the  present  time,  orders  for  thousands  of 
ases  of  the  apple  juice  are  being  filled  for 
two  of  the  largest  drug  store  chams  in  the 

The  apple  juice  is  marketed  in  enamel 
lined  cans,  bearing  labels  of  the  adopted 
brand  name.   The  plant  is  equipped  with 
Ithe  most  modern    machinery,    and    is 
I  believed  to  be  the  most  modern  apple 
Ijuice  plant  in  the  country,   employing 
Imethods  not  previously  used  in  the  indus- 
|try.  All  apples  are  washed  and  sorted, 
lassuring  the  use  of  only  the  best  apples  in 
Imaking  the  product.     .         ,     , 
I  Noteworthy  expansion   of   the   apple 
Iproduct  industry  has  been  made  during 
Jrecent  years.  The  further  development  of 
(this  branch  of  the  business  is  receiving 
Tnuch  attention  in  many  quarters,  since 
rthe  great  possibilities  have  been  estab- 
[jished.   Greater  development  of  the  by- 
product business  is  seen  as  a  means  of 
{eventually  providing  a  market  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  apples  which  was 
jormerly  exported    to    Europe.       This 
lusiness  has  suffered  greatly  as  the  result 
p(  the  war. 

:ONTEST  PRODUCTION 
EXCEEDS  55  PERCENT 

kURING  the  first  month  of  the  tenth 
Pennsylvania  Official  Egg  Laying 
ujntest,  reports  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  show  that  the  birds  have 
naintained  better  than  55  percent  pro- 
iuction  with  excellent  egg  size  and  shell 
pure,  that  the  birds  are  in  fine  condi- 
pon,  and  that  there  has  been  no  mortality. 
The  99  pens,  totaling  1,287  birds,  are  of 
even  breeds,  representing  65  breeders 
Irom  15  states,  including  California  and 
Pregon.  Upon  being  entered  for  the  con- 
*st,  each  bird  was  examined  for  Stand- 
[rd  Disqualifications,  defects,  disease  and 
tformities,  and  only  those  passing  a 
pean  bill  of  health  were  accepted. 
The  daily  routine  was  put  into  effect 
iimediately,  under  which  the  trapnests 
je  inspected  every  hour  and  the  mash 
[irred  twice  daily.  The  birds  have  con- 
™  access  to  laying  mash,  water,  grit, 
nd  oyster  shell.  At  11  o'clock  each  day. 
Jey  receive  a  moist  mash  consisting  of 
fe  half  laying  mash,  one  half  mixture  of 
round  cereals  that  is  the  equivalent  of 
pe  scratch  grain  mixture,  and  powdered 
fmmilk  and  water.  At  1  o'clock,  they 
Five  clipped  oats,  which  have  been 
mi  m  cold  water  for  24  hours.  About 
fe  Hour  before  going  to  roost,  they 
feive  scratch  grain. 

1  ine  time  lighting  switches  are  set  to 
JO  ide  lights  early  enough  in  the  morn- 
f  w  provide  athirteen  hour  working  day. 
1"^  pens  are  heated  to  keep  the  tempera- 
i.  k;  7^^ V^  *"^  50  degrees  to  prevent 
\Z    '^^ffering  from  sudden  changes 

^^mperature  and  humidity. 

hUD"  BEE  COLONIES 
W  DISEASE  SOURCE 

J  tiJ  n^^  ^""^  frequently  received  by 
tetirtir^P^'"^'"^"^^  of  Agriculture  sug- 
fefn/o  '^^Pection  of  so-called  "wild" 
'in.r?'!'^^^  disease.  It  is  stated  by 
le  0 T.^^^^  that  these  stray  colonies 
JJIi  important  factor  in  the  control 
thevT^e  as  they  will  not  survive 
IHowevSr^^-  weakened  by  disease. 
Veenpr  -n  ^^  Pointed  out  that  the 
h  hV  /  J."^^^"tain  disease  in  the 
Wnedpi^"^  or  adding  bees  to 
l«ncaii«£>;k  ^^^  ^"^'  as  a  consequence, 
lofhJJlj^Pr^^^  of  the  disease.  The 
inted  nl  ^^^^^  ^^^  have  died  is  also 
V  of  fW.*  common  but  bad  practice. 
N"  hfto  1  conditions  prevail  in  the 
r^^j^lonies,  it  is  pointed  out. 
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ADD    SWINE   BREED    TO 
EXHIBITION  LIST  OF 
PENNA.  FARM  SHOW 

FOR  the  first  time,  Spotted  Poland 
China  swine  has  a  place  on  the  exhi- 
bition list  at  the  Pennsylvania  Farm 
Show,  to  be  held  January  20  to  24.  The 
breed,  having  been  developed  greatly  in 
Pennsylvania  during  the  recent  past,  is 
now  recognized  by  tne  Farm  Show  Com- 
mission, and  premiums  have  been  listed 
in  five  classes  in  addition  to  three  classes 
which  have  been  established  in  the 
National  Spotted  Poland  China  Record 
Association  Specials. 

Hybrid  Yellow  Dent  corn  is  also  listed 
for  the  first  time  on  the  premium  list, 
as  is  Farm  Filler  tobacco,  which  has  been 
placed  as  a  class  under  Type  41,  Pennsyl- 
vania Seedleaf  or  Broadleaf  cigar  leaf 
tobacco  department. 

A  part  of  the  cabbage  exhibit  is  also 
broken  down  into  two  classes,  known  as 
the  Danish  and  Chinese  types,  and 
separate  awards  will  be  made  in  each 
class. 

Five  poultry  organizations  have  plan- 
ned to  hold  their  annual  meetings  at 
the  Farm  Show  Building  during  the 
Show  week.  They  are  the  State  meet  of 
the  White  Wyandotte  Club  of  America, 
National  meet  of  the  Crested  Fowl  Club 
of  America,  State  meet  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania White  Holland  Turkey  Club,  the 
National  meet  of  the  American  Buff  Leg- 
horn Club,  and  the  Eastern  Meet  of  the 
United  Orpington  Club  of  America. 

The  premium  lists  for  the  1941  Show 
have  been  mailed,  but  any  person  inter- 
ested who  has  not  received  a  copy  may 
procure  the  list  by  writing  to  the  State 
Farm  Show  Commission,  Harrisburg. 


PLANTS  DETERMINE 
FLAVORS  OF  HONEY 

WTH  the  advent  of  the  heavy  honey 
consuming  season,  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  directed  consumer 
attention  to  the  differences  in  honey 
color,  flavor  and  aroma.  The  flavors  of 
honey  are  due  to  the  aromatic  substances 
found  in  the  nectar  of  the  flowers.  Since 
honey  varies  from  time  to  time  in  flavor, 
there  is  found  to  be  confusion  among  the 
consumers  as  to  the  cause.  The  reason  is 
that  many  different  species  of  plants  pro- 
duce nectar  which  the  bees  gather,  and 
that  the  nectar  obtained  from  each 
species  of  plant  may  carry  with  it  an 
individual  color,  flavor  or  aroma. 

All  these  flavors  are  good,  it  is  pointed 
out,  but  since  taste  preferences  vary, 
some  flavors  are  preferred  to  others.  It  is 
said  to  be  the  general  rule  that  light 
colored  honeys  are  mild  in  flavor^  and  the 
darker  colored  ones  are  stronger  in  flavor. 
Different  sections  predominate  frequent- 
ly in  certain  flavors,  although  as  a  rule  all 
flavors  are  produced  in  all  territories. 

Among  the  lighter  and  milder  flavors  of 
honeys  are  those  derived  from  certain 
clovers,  sage,  alfalfa  and  fireweed.  Honey 
produced  from  the  buckwheat  flower  is 
dark  and  spicy  in  flavor,  and  is  frequently 
used  in  spice  combinations,  gingerbread 
and  fruit  cake. 
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REPORTS  SHOW  GOOD 

TURKEY  CROP  FOR 

'40  HOLIDAY  SEASON 

THERE  will  be  no  shortage  of  turkeys 
to  adorn  the  festive  boards  at  the 
holiday  seasons  this  year,  according  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Report- 
ed figures  show  some  increase  over  last 
year,  when  there  were  nearly  33  million 
turkeys  raised  for  market. 

The  Pennsylvania  turkey  crop  is 
placed  at  856,000.  Early  marketing  of 
turkeys,  which  began  in  October,  ac- 
counted for  a  larger  number  of  turkeys 
than  in  former  years — about  12  percent  of 
the  crop  having  been  disposed  of.  During 
this  month,  it  is  expected  that  45  percent 
of  the  crop  will  be  placed  on  the  market, 
and  that  33  percent  will  go  to  the  block 
during  December.  The  remaining  10  per- 
cent will  be  held  for  sales  during  January 
and  February  and  later  in  the  season. 

For  some  time  past,  experiments  have 
been  conducted  in  looking  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a  "streamlined"  turkey,  one 
smaller  in  weight,  of  good  dressing  qual- 
ity and  big  broad  breasts,  and  although 
these  experiments  have  proved  success- 
ful, the  new  type  bird  is  not  yet  being 
produced  on  a  commercial  basis.  This 
year,  it  is  reported  that  the  average 
turkey  shows  a  slight  increase  in  weight 
over  that  of  last  year. 

Turkey  raising  over  the  past  few  years 
has  advanced  greatly  as  a  commercial 
enterprise.  Formerly,  most  of  the 
turkeys  came  from  the  general  farm,  pro- 
duced from  home  hatching.  Today  there 
are  many  farms  devoted  to  turkey  raising 
alone.  However,  this  year  there  was  re- 
corded a  decrease  of  16  percent  in  hatch- 
ing on  those  farms,  while  the  "home"  or 
general  farm  hatching  increased  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  cause  a  slight  increase  in 
the  total  crop  over  that  of  1939. 

It  is  also  noted  that  over  the  past  few 
years,  turkey  has  won  for  itself  a  place  on 
the  year-round  menu,  instead  of  being 
looked  upon  largely  as  a  holiday  season 
delicacy,  which  has  brought  much 
impetus  to  the  industry.  It  retains,  how- 
ever, its  enviable  leadership  on  the 
holiday  menu. 


SEED  ANALYSES  SHOW 
HIGH  SEED  CONTENT 

SOME  indication  of  what  might 
happen  when  poorly  cleaned  seeds 
are  sown  is  revealed  by  the  analysis  of  118 
samples  of  red  clover  seed  recently  com- 
pleted by  the  seed  laboratory  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

The  percentage  of  weeds  in  these 
samples  varied  from  .01  percent  to  11.06 
percent,  and  the  number  of  weed  seeds 
from  6  to  3,676  per  ounce.  This  means 
that  if  the  seed  containing  the  larger 
number  of  weed  seeds  were  to  be  used  at 
the  rate  of  10  pounds  per  acre,  122  weed 
seeds  would  be  sown  on  every  square 
yard. 

Samples  received  direct  from  farmers 
usually  showed  the  highest  weed  con- 
tent, due,  it  is  presumed,  to  lack  of  proper 
cleaning  equipment.  At  the  same  time, 
it  clearly  shows  the  risk  the  farmer  runs 
in  using  his  own  seed  without  having  it 
properly  cleaned. 

Other  interesting  points  brought  out  by 
these  analyses  are  that  some  samples  run 
as  high  as  seven  percent  of  other  crop 
seeds,  and  a  few  contained  over  seven 
percent  of  inert  matter.  While  the 
majority  of  samples  ran  75  percent  or 
better  in  germination,  some  were  below 
60  percent,  and  one  sample  germinated 
only  40  percent. 

CABBAGE  IS  STORED 
FOR  WINTER  MARKET 

Tf  EPORTS  indicate  that  much  of  the 
Xl_  cabbage  crop  in  the  Waterford  or 
Erie  County  section  is  being  placed  in 
storage  to  be  marketed  during  the 
Winter  months  because  of  the  decreased 
demand  at  the  present  time.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  all  the  cabbage  will  be  har- 
vested by  December  1.  It  is  expected 
that  considerable  cabbage  will  be  stored 
generally  by  farmers.  Light  supplies  of 
red  and  savoy  cabbage  continue  to  move 
to  market  in  the  Bucks-Philadelphia 
area. 
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UvER  ANNIVERSARY 

If  penna.  farm  show 
[noted  by  progress 


,r,v  Pennsylvania   Farm    Show   of 
lanuary  1941  will  mark   the  25th 
uprsary  of  the  establishment  of  that 
Jrprise,  which  has  grown  to  be  the 
lit  Winter  exhibition  of  its  kmd  in 
fc  TInited  States.    Plans  being  made  for 
;  Silver  Anniversary  Show  by  the  Farm 
L  Commission,  of  which   John   H. 
L.  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Cic  Iture,  is  Chairman    indicate  that 
Iw  records  will  be  established  in  the 
umber  of  entries  and  in  attendance.  The 
L  will  be  held  from  January  20  to  24. 
mn  the  Show  was  first  inaugurated 
1917,  it  occupied  10,000  square  feet  of 
ttor  space.    From  that  humble  begin- 
line  which  at  that  time  seemed  rather 
^tentious,  the  annual  exhibition  has 
town  until  today  it  occupies  515,000 
Lare  feet  of  floor  space.     More  com- 
lete  realization  of  the  vast  extent  of  that 
m  might  be  had  when  it  is  stated  that 
te  Farm  Show  Building  comprises  14 
tres  of  space,  the  largest  building  of  its 
mdin  the  United  States  devoted  to  farm 
fterprise  exhibition  purposes. 
I  The  Show  has  shown  equally  phenome- 
J  growth  in  all  lines.    The  total  amount 
/premiums  offered  in  the  first  Show  was 
bs.  The  awards  offered  for  the  Show 
11941  aggregate  $42,918,  and  the  num- 
tr  of  entries  has  grown  from  440  in  1917 
>  10,818  in  the  1940  Show. 
J  The  present  famous  Farm  Show  Build- 
L  was  constructed  in  1930,   and  the 
hat  Arena  and  ampitheatre  was  com- 
peted for  the  1939  Show.     During  the 
■St  few  years  of  the   enterprise,   the 
[itries  consisted  of  corn,  fruit,  wool,  eggs, 
sed  poultry,  vegetables,  potatoes  and 
iitter.    Honey  and  milk  departments 
padded  to  the  premium  list  in  1920, 
pd  in  1923  poultry  became  a  feature  of 
K  competitive  departments.     In  1926, 
Ih  baby  beef  steers   and    vocational 
ponstration    contests     were     added, 
aple  products  were  entered  for  the  first 
lie  in  1927,  home  economics  in  1939, 
bd  horses,  sheep,  swine,  beef  and  dairy 
Ittle  were  established  as  regular  depart- 
Vnt8inl931.  Commercial  exhibit  space 
banded  25  times  during  this  period, 
kd  an  enviable  reputation    has   been 
ploped   for   the    high    standard    of 
fcection. 

[Establishment  of  the  State  Farm  Show 

5  the  logical  result  of  the  great  interest 

on  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  display 

[farm  products  as  early  as  1809,  when 

k  first  cattle  show  in  America  was  held 

[Philadelphia.  The  first  local  exhibition 

farm  products    devised    to    reward 

Tiers  for  their  skill  and  industry  was 

)  held  in  that  city  and  was  staged  in 

2-  The  following  year,  the  first  State 

r  was  held,  and  in  1828  the  first  local 

Jit  and  flower  show  was  inaugurated. 

F  more  than  a  century,  county  fairs 

■0  local  agricultural  shows  have  been 

nual  events  of  wide  influence  in  Penn- 

Cr/l™  life,  and  to  that  influence 

I  awed  the  great  educational  value  of 

iinnual  State  Show. 


HONEY  CROP 
J^ELOW  NORMAL 

l^^^iiSYLVANIA'S   honey    crop    is 
I  ^  rniated  to  be  only  abolit  50  per- 

Eionof tW-  ^^PO'-ts  from  every 
h  cnnHir  ^^^  ^^^^  low  production. 
lorabK^^?.''  attributed  to  the  un- 
K  whS'JS'  conditions  during  the 
IAS,  J'^  "0^  permit  the  bees  to 
[incS^honey  and  also  prevented 
lonies  dJ"  ^^^  population  in  the 
b  this  „  P^'"^  from  some  sections 
son  in  u  ^^  the  shortest  honey 
'ther  dn.^^*'^  ?"e  to  '•ain  and  cloudy 
fatseasonJ"^  the   clover   and   buck- 

^"aS""  "ow  are,  however,  that  the 
s  of  fool  '"^^  this  Winter  with  good 
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13  CASES  OF  RABIES 
FOUND  IN  42  TESTS 

OF  A  total  of  42  brains  of  animals 
examined  for  rabies  during  the 
month  of  October  at  the  laboratory  of 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  13  were 
found  to  be  positive.  It  was  reported  that 
33  persons  and  72  animals  were  bitten  or 
exposed  to  rabid  dogs  in  various  areas 
of  the  State.  The  counties  in  which 
rabies  were  found  to  exist  are  Allegheny, 
Beaver,  Bucks,  Butler,  Dauphin,  Dela- 
ware, Fayette  and  Philadelphia. 

During  the  month,  the  Bureau  issued 
12,800  individual  dog  and  four  kennel 
licenses.  There  were  294  prosecutions 
for  dog  law  violations,  and  2,066  stray 
and  uncontrolled  dogs  were  killed  by 
police  officers  and  68  stray  dogs  were 
killed  by  agents  of  the  Bureau. 

A  total  of  $2,112  was  paid  by  the  State 
in  153  claims  for  damages  by  dogs  to 
livestock  and  poultry. 

PENNA.  POTATO  CROP 
IS  ABOVE  AVERAGE 

THE  late  Pennsylvania  potato  crop 
is  better  than  average  this  year,  ac- 
cording to  reports  following  the  comple- 
tion of  the  digging  of  the  crop.  Variable 
yields  in  many  localities  are  shown,  but 
generally  the  quality  is  reported  to  have 
been  good  and  grading  shows  a  large 
percentage  of  No.  I's,  although  the  size 
of  the  tubers  is  smaller  by  comparison 
with  past  years.  In  the  Potter  plateau 
and  central  areas,  many  good  yields  have 
been  obtained,  but  some  abandonment  of 
acreage  is  reported  in  the  former  section 
due  to  freeze  damage. 

In  the  Somerset-Cambria  area,  yields 
and  quality  vary  greatly,  some  being  very 
good  while  some  poor  crops  were  reported. 

CORN  FOR  PROCESSING 
SHOWS  BIG  INCREASE 

■f^RELIMINARY  estimates  place  the 
Jf  Pennsylvania  production  of  snap 
beans  for  processing  at  3,000  tons,  as 
compared  with  3,900  tons  last  year  and 
3,100  tons  over  the  10-year  period  to 
1938.  The  harvested  acreage  this  year 
is  placed  at  2,490,  as  compared  with  2,160 
in  1939  and  the  10-year  average  of  2,420. 
Production  of  sweet  corn  in  this  State 
for  processing  is  placed  at  25,300  tons, 
as  compared  with  19,400  tons  last  year, 
and  a  10-year  average  of  11,800  tons.  The 
harvested  acreage  is  estimated  to  be 
11,000  acres,  which  compared  with  10,800 
acres  in  1939,  and  a  10-year  average  of 
6,790.  The  yield  per  acre  this  year  is 
indicated  to  be  2.3  tons  as  compared  with 
1.8  tons  in  1939,  and  1.7  tons  during  the 
10-year  period  ending  in  1938. 

EXAMINE  185,896 
SPECIMENS 

EXAMINATION  of  185,896  speci- 
mens were  made  during  the  month 
of  October  at  the  laboratory  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  Chicken  speci- 
mens led  the  list  with  136,348,  of  which 
136,230  were  tests  for  Pullorum  disease. 


TEST  87,283  CATTLE 

FOR  TWO  DISEASES 

DURING  ONE  MONTH 

DURING  the  month  of  October, 
48,406  cattle  in  this  State  were 
tested  for  Bang's  Disease,  of  which  1,893 
were  found  to  be  affected,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Indemnities  paid  to  the  owners  of  the 
diseased  cattle  amounted  to  a  total  of 
$80,000.61,  of  which  $44,286.69  was  paid 
by  the  State,  and  the  balance  from 
Federal  funds.  This  brings  the  total  paid 
by  the  State  since  June  1,  1939  in  Bang's 
Disease  indemnities  to  $677,995.11. 

The  report  shows  that  on  the  area  plan, 
initial  tests  were  made  of  179  herds, 
comprising  1,970  cattle,  and  that  12.8 
percent  of  the  herds  and  three  percent  of 
the  cattle  were  infected.  Retests  were 
made  of  1,304  herds,  consisting  of  14,441 
cattle,  and  32.1  percent  of  the  herds  and 
6.1  percent  of  the  cattle  were  infected. 
Seventy  Bang  Disease  Free  Certificates 
were  issued  to  owners  whose  herds  had 
qualified,  including  four  goat  herds. 
There  are  now  5,262  Free  Certified  herds, 
including  23  goat  herds  in  the  State. 

During  the  same  period,  38,877  cattle 
and  194  goats  were  tuberculin  tested,  of 
which  77  cattle  and  no  goats  were  found 
to  be  infected.  For  those  cattle,  indem- 
nities amounting  to  $3,792.03  were  paid 
by  the  State  and  $2,201.55  was  paid  from 
Federal  funds. 

Importations  of  cattle  into  the  State 
during  the  month  amounted  to  7,589 
head,  and  474  cattle  were  exported  to 
other  states. 

The  Bureau  also  reports  that  during 
the  month,  8,077  swine  were  vaccinated 
against  hog  cholera  on  331  premises. 
Quarantines  were  placed  against  33 
premises  as  the  result  of  the  presence  of 
the  disease. 

WARN  DOG  OWNERS  OF 
HOOKWORM  DISEASE 

THE  attention  of  dog  owners,  par- 
ticularly in  cases  where  large  numbers 
of  dogs  are  kept  in  close  proximity,  is 
directed  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  the  concern  which  can  be  caused  by 
Kennel  Anemia  or  Hookworm  disease. 
It  is  pointed  out  that  dogs  of  all  ages  may 
be  affected,  but  that  animals  of  a  few 
months  of  age  are  usually  the  chief 
sufferers.  The  symptoms  of  the  disease 
vary  according  to  the  degree  of  infesta- 
tion. Digestive  disturbance  is  shown, 
quickly  followed  by  anemia.  The  mem- 
branes of  the  eyes  and  mouth  become 
pale,  vitality  is  lost  and  the  animal  be- 
comes weak.  The  coat  becomes  dry  and 
harsh,  the  feet  and  legs  become  swollen 
and  diarrhea  is  frequent 

Hookworms  are  intestinal  parasites, 
thread-like  in  appearance  and  from  a 
third  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
length.  They  are  white  to  reddish  in 
color.  The  name  is  derived  from  the 
backward  crook  in  the  head.  The  mouth 
is  provided  with  strong  teeth  or  cutting 
plates,  with  which  the  worms  bite  into 
and  hold  onto  the  intestinal  lining.  The 
mouth  is  also  provided  with  glands  which 
produce  an  anti-coagulating  substance 
which  prevents  the  blood,  on  which  they 
feed,  from  clotting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  100  worms 
can  produce  a  daily  loss  of  more  than 
two-and-one-half  ounces.  In  addition  to 
this,  whenever  a  worm  changes  its  hold, 
a  bleeding  puncture  is  left  which  adds 
to  the  daily  drain  on  the  dog's  system. 

Infection  is  said  to  be  acquired  from 
ground  or  water  which  has  been  contami- 
nated by  infested  dogs.  Hookworms 
produce  large  numbers  of  eggs  which 
pass  to  the  ground.  Minute  worms  or 
larvae  develop,  which  are  either  ingested 
in  contaminated  food,  or  water,  or  they 
penetrate  directly  through  the  skin  of 
dogs  which  come  in  contact  with  them. 


CABBAGE  SALES  REACH  PEAK 

Sales  of  cabbage  on  the  Philadelphia 
market  reached  their  peak  during  the  last 
half  of  October  and  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately 50,000  bushels,  as  compared  with 
about  25,000  bushels  during  the  peak 
period  last  year,  which  was  reached  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  November. 
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HVVE  135  CLASSES 

FOR  SHEEP,  LAMBS  AT 

PENNA.  FARM  SHOW 

|w_ 

hL  in  each  of  which  prizes  will  be 
\  A^A  sheen  and  lambs  occupy  an 
''*nlant  pto   in    the    Pennsylvania 


ITH  126  separate   classes  estab- 
lished in  addition  to  nine  4-H  club 
i,«es  in  each  of  which  prizes  will  be 
'irded,  sheep  and  lambs  occupy  an 


IjrFarm  Show,  which  will   be  held 

I  nnarv  20  to  24.  The  divisions  comprise 

he  Shropshire,  Hampshire,  Southdown, 

wfnrd  Dorset,  Cheviot,  B  and  C  types 

Merino,  Rambouillet  and  the  fat  sheep 

Y;l  lamb  and  dress  carcass  divisions. 

Hn  addition  to  the  regular  awards  offered 

bv  the  show,  a  number  of  prizes  will  be 

Igiven  by  the  various  sheep  associations. 

Under  each  division,  there  are  classes 

I  for  individual  rams  and  ewes  of  different 

laees  a  flock  and  pen  of  lambs.    A  fine 

I  wool  flock  consists  of  one  ram  of  any  age, 

lazed  ewe,  yearling  ewe  and  ewe  lamb. 

I  i^  medium  wool  flock  consists  of  two  ewes, 

lone  year  old  and  under  two  years,  two 

Ifwes  under  one  year  and  one  ram  of  any 

laee  A  breeder's  young  flock  in  medium 

Iwool  breeds  consists  of  a  ram  lamb  and 

lihree  ewe  lambs  all  bred  and  owned  by 

Ithe  exhibitor.  A  breeder's  young  flock  in 

Ifine  wool  breeds  consists  of  a  yearling 

Iram  or  ram  lamb,  two  yearling  ewes  and 

|two  ewe  lambs,  all  bred  and  owned  by 

Ithe  exhibitor.  A  pen  of  lambs  consists  of 

Itwo  ram  lambs  and  two  ewe  lambs.  Each 

exhibitor  will  be  limited  to  two  entries  in 

^ny  one  class  and  only  one  group  prize 

|ftill  be  paid  to  any  single  exhibitor. 

Entries  in  the  sheep  department  will 
Jclose  December  5.     The  judges  will  be 
|p.  V.  Mackenzie  of  State  College  and 
J.  B.  Henderson  of  Hickory,  Pa. 

On  January  1,  this  year,  the  sheep 
population  of  this  State  was  placed  at 
404,000  and  the  number  of  lambs  was 
256,000.  In  1939,  the  wool  production 
Has  2,842,000  pounds,  with  a  value  of 
riO.OOO.  The  income  from  sales  of  sheep 
tnd  lambs  was  $1,099,000.  During  the 
^ear,  36,000  sheep  and  103,000  lambs 
ifere  shipped  out  of  the  state. 

Present  estimates  indicate  little  change 
n  the  number  of  sheep,  but  anticipate  a 
orisiderable  increase  in  the  value  of  wool 
pis  year.  The  average  price  last  year 
Vas  25  cents  a  pound  as  compared  with 
potations  of  40  cents  a  pound  over  the 
bast  several  weeks. 


INCREASE  IS  SHOWN 
I  IN  GRADED  POTATOES 

POTATO  growers  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant  potato  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
pia,  realizing  that  the  highest  market 
fiurns  are  often  received  for  graded 
••otatoes  shipped  in  from  other  states. 
lave  set  up  cooperative  grading  and 
prketmg  organizations  in  an  effort  to 
f  prove  local  demand  for  high  quality 
pnnsylvania  potatoes. 

Many  of  these  cooperative  groups  have 

ponsored  numerous  potato  grading  dem- 

jwations  and  inspection  schools,  during 

B^  and  recent  seasons  throughout  the 

pe,  to  educate  Pennsylvania  producers 

Malit  ^^^^Jl^^^ents  of  acceptable  market 

lti.fl  p  n    "^  extension   specialists   of 

V\  7''ege  and  officials  of  the  Bureau 

ilf  Iv^  °^  ^he  Department  of  Agri- 

Jf^  have  assisted  these  local  groups 

^h's  marketing  program. 

£!J!fT  /^PO'"^  received  at  the 
Be  rp3"t  of  Agriculture  indicate  that 

j  2  ^-^lon  of  Pennsylvania  potatoes 
^T'^\  considerably  over  recent 
G  of  P  '"  \^^  P*''*  to  the  determina- 
fprovp  f!l"?^'^^"^^  potato  growers  to 
Knrl. 'J-  '"^'^^t  quality  and  to 
r^operative  marketing  efforts. 

Vl^t  '^  ^>^  Federal-State  In- 
vZ.t'^  the  State  Bureau  of 
T»on  inJ^  increased  considerably  this 
^Periv  J;i?^i"i  *  ^^''Ker  volume  of 
l«in?mo  1  ^^  Pennsylvania  potatoes 
sar,  Thp1«^^^  than  in  any  previous 
f^iter  Irnn^^^tors  report  consistently 
N8hin^^'■^turns    for    the    welf- 


V  for  'V.  .!?^  over  the  prices  being 
Psters  fS  1  ^i^/^^ed"  stock  sold  to 
f    ^^  or  local  buyers. 


Harrisburg,  December  5,  1940 
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PENNA.  RANKS  FOURTH 

IN  CANNING  INDUSTRY 

USE  BEST  QUALITY 

WITH  the  steady  increase  in  official 
inspection  for  sale  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  has  also  been  noted  a  tremen- 
dous growth  of  the  cannery  industry  until 
today  the  Pennsylvania  Canners'  Associ- 
ation, representing  nearly  100  canning 
plants,  accounts  for  the  purchase  of 
approximately  $20,000,000  worth  of  agri- 
cultural products  annually  from  Pennsyl- 
vania producers.  In  1930,  43,800,000 
pounds  of  cannery  products  were  pur- 
chased under  inspection  provided  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  in  1939 
that  figure  had  grown  to  a  total  of 
250,000,000  pounds. 

Through  grading  and  inspection  the 
consumer  is  assured  of  high  quality,  and 
this  factor  has  resulted  in  the  greatly 
increased  consumption.  But  the  im- 
provement of  the  quality  of  products  sold 
to  the  canners  since  the  inspection  of  the 
official  grading  work  was  begun  in  this 
State  has  also  been  outstanding.  In 
tomatoes  alone,  the  average  of  the 
records  of  1927  and  1928  show  that  only 
49  percent  of  the  products  sold  to 
canneries  graded  U.  S.  No.  1 — 44  percent, 
U.  S.  No.  2 — and  nine  percent  were  culls. 
In  a  period  of  only  seven  years,  these 
figures  were  changed  to  76  percent  No.  1 
grade — No.  2  grade  had  dropped  to  22 
percent  and  only  two  percent  were  culls. 
This  vast  improvement  meant  an  in- 
crease in  one  year  of  $71,740,  in  cash 
income  to  the  tomato  growers  of  this 
State. 

Pennsylvania  now  ranks  fourth  among 
the  greatest  canning  states,  being  sur- 
passed only  by  California,  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  Another  market  for  fruits 
and  vegetables  which  is  being  greatly 
developed  is  that  for  freezing,  and  heavy 
sales  are  being  made  in  this  State  for  that 
purpose.  Specialists  predict  that  within 
the  next  few  years,  sale  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  will  be  divided  equally  among 
fresh,  canned  and  frozen  products. 

CONDEMN  186  TONS 
OF  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

A  TOTAL  of  47^645  ante  and  post- 
mortem examinations  of  animals 
were  made  by  the  Meat  Hygiene  Division 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  during 
the  montn  of  October,  resulting  in  the 
condemnation  of  87  carcasses.  Examina- 
tions for  sanitation  were  also  made  at 
883  establishments  and  eight  slaughter 
houses  were  found  to  be  defective.  There 
were  3,165,771  pounds  of  meat  and  meat 
products  examined,  of  which  2,009 
pounds  were  condemned  and  2,347,760 
pounds  of  organs  were  examined,  result- 
ing in  the  condemnation  of  370,477 
pounds,  making  a  total  of  186  tons  of 
animal  products  which  were  condemned. 

Pennsylvania  farmers  sold  the  highest 
percentage  of  their  1939  wheat  crop  during 
the  month  of  July  when  sales  were  23  per- 
cent of  the  crop.  August  sales  were  second 
in  volume,  reaching  17  percent  of  the 
crop.  The  low  point  was  reached  in  Mav 
when  three  percent  of  the  crop  was  sold. 


No.  48 


FIND  BIG  INCREASE 

IN   CORN  BORERS  IN 

VARIOUS  SECTIONS 

A  GREAT  increase  in  the  number  of 
corn  borers  in  infested  areas  of  this 
State  was  found  this  Fall  in  surveys  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
counties  found  to  be  most  heavily  infested 
were  Bucks,  Chester,  Delaware,  Erie, 
Montgomery  and  parts  of  Centre  and 
Crawford.  In  several  areas  of  Erie 
County,  between  90  and  97  in  each  100 
corn  stalks  were  found  to  be  infested. 
This  was  also  true  in  a  less  number  of 
areas  in  Bucks  and  Montgomery  counties. 
There  are  two  strains  of  the  borer,  that 
known  as  the  sirigle  brooded  strain,  pre- 
vailing in  the  Western  part  and  extending 
East  to  cover  about  seven-eighths  of  the 
State's  area,  and  the  two-brooded  strain, 
which  is  found  along  the  Eastern  border 
of  the  State.  The  difference  between  the 
strains  is  that  the  latter  produces  two 
sets  of  moths  during  the  com  growing 
season.  The  moths  lay  their  eggs  on  the 
leaves  of  the  corn  stalk,  the  worm  pro- 
duced from  the  eggs  eats  into  the  stalk 
at  the  tassle,  and  proceeds  downward 
through  the  stalk  as  its  growth  increases. 
The  worms  live  through  the  winter  in 
the  base  of  the  stalk  and  develop  into  the 
moth  about  July  1. 

The  only  method  through  which  the 
corn  borer  can  be  controlled  is  through 
the  destruction  of  the  worm,  which 
makes  its  Winter  home  in  the  base  of  the 
corn  stalk,  and  this,  the  Bureau  specialists 
declare,  can  be  accomplished  by  plowing 
under  the  stalks,  burning  them,  or  by 
having  them  well  trampled  into  the 
manure  by  cattle  if  the  fodder  is  used  for 
roughage.  Plowing  under  can  be  done 
either  in  the  Fall  or  early  Spring,  but  the 
stalks  must  be  completely  covered  to 
effect  the  destruction  of  the  worm. 

The  borer  also  attacks  potatoes  and 
finds  Winter  refuge  in  thick  stemmed 
weeds,  making  it  necessary  for  their 
control  to  destroy  heavy  weeds  and  pota- 
to vines  in  infested  areas.  Because  of  the 
thinness  of  the  potato  vine,  a  compara- 
tive few  borers  will  cause  much  damage. 

Control  of  the  borer  in  infested  areas, 
it  is  pointed  out,  is  possible  only  when 
the  effort  is  made  on  an  area-wide  basis. 


STABLE  VENTILATION 
SHOULD  BE  CHECKED 

WITH  the  approach  of  Winter,  it  is 
suggested  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  that  serious  thought  be  given 
to  the  ventilation  in  the  stable  and  to 
determine  how  much  sunshine  is  avail- 
able to  young  animals.  It  has  been 
definitely  established  that  animals  re- 
quire certain  amounts  of  air  space  for  the 
protection  of  their  health.  This  space  in 
the  case  of  an  average  size  cow  is  500 
cubic  feet.  They  also  require  a  gradual 
but  constant  change  of  air  in  the  stable. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  a  complete 
change  of  air  should  be  accomplished 
frequently  so  that  no  moisture  will  collect 
on  the  walls  or  ceiling,  or  in  the  bedding 
or  litter.  These  conditions  occur  when 
there  is  improper  ventilation  causing  the 
air  in  the  stable  to  be  damp  and  warm, 
and  any  sudden  draft  of  cold  air  may 
result  in  chilling  the  animals,  causing 
head  colds,  intestinal  disturbancesj  pneu- 
monia or  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system. 

The  importance  of  sunshine  in  the 
growth  and  health  of  animals  is  stressed. 
It  is  known  that  the  absence  of  the  ultra 
violet  rays  carried  by  sunshine  will  not 
permit  the  animal  to  properly  assimilate 
food,  and  growth  may  be  retarded  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  animal  will 
always  remain  unthrifty  and  unprofit- 
able. 

MUST  HAVE 
CERTIFICATES 

SALE  of  tubbed  or  living  Christmas 
trees  is  not  permissible  without  a 
certificate  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Certification  of  this  stock 
is  necessary  in  the  effort  to  control  plant 
diseases  and  destructive  insects  and 
applies  to  all  stock  whether  originating 
in  this  State  or  transported  into  the 
State. 
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rT^  BEEr  CATTLE 
VtrVCT  INTEREST  AT 

^Jenna.  farm  show 

lurRF  are  probably  no  exhibition 

"     f«,onts   at    the    Pennsylvania 

,Sm  Show,  which  will  be  held  from 

rv  20  to  24,  which  attract  greater 

LnSnterest  than  those  of  the  dairy 

Fl   /battle     Here,  as  in  all  other 

teetund  the  best  of  this  State's 

S  entries  being  made  of  only  the 

.in  the  various  classes,  which  results 

fc  and  interestirig  competition 

Tn  ?he  dairy  cattle  department  the 

'•iot  comprise  the  Ayrsh  re,  Brown 

i.      Guernsey,  Holstein-Friesian  and 

[2    In  each  of  those  divisions  there 

R"  classes  consisting  in  each  case  of 

Lhibits  of  individual  bull  calves  bulls 

iS  and  cows;  six  exhibits  of  bull  and 

Kampions  and  six  exhibits  of  groups 

Imn  ising  from  two  to  eight  animals. 

K  exhibits  are  in  addition  to  the 

Ih  dairy  club  classes,  which  comprise 

Ven  exhibits  of  each  of  the  six  breeds 

L  in  the  dairy  department. 

In  the  beef  cattle  department  there  are 

»e  divisions  consisting  of  the  Aber- 

«n-Angus  in  which  there  are  12  classes 

r  bulls   11  for  cows  and  four  group 

thibits'the  Hereford  in  which  there  are 

L 12  classes  for  bulls,  11  for  cows  and 

r  group  exhibits;  and  the  Shorthorn  in 

bich  there  are  13  classes  for  bulls,  12  for 

iws  and  four  group  exhibits.   These  are 

'addition  to  the  4-H  club  baby  beef 

isses  which  also  include   exhibits   of 

j;h  of  the  three  breeds.    _  . 

[what  always  proves  an  interesting  and 

Iciting  phase  of  the  windup  of  the  great 

ow  is  the  auction,  at  which  exhibition 

m  in  the  4-H  Club  classes  are  sold, 

,/npetition  in  bidding  for   the  grand 

jampion   always    running    high,    and 

fulling  in  an  unusually  attractive  price. 

)EFINE  QUANTITY  OF 
IG\L  BISHEL   IN    PA. 

S  a  result  of  the  numerous  inquiries 
i  received  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
pture  from  growers  of  and  dealers  in 
1  products  regarding  the  legal  quan- 
,,  contained  in  a  bushel,  a  further 
planation  of  the  regulations  has  been 
iied  by  the  Department. 
Iln  selling  potatoes,  apples,  onions,  and 
pr  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the  original 
pard  container,  the  legal  volume  is 
hsured  by  cubic  volume  and  not  by 
Ml  This  change  was  made  by  the 
We  of  the  Volume  Bushel  Bill  by  the 
kislature  in  1937,  which  specified  that 
By  after  the  contents  of  the  original 
page  have  been  broken  must  the  con- 
bts  be  sold  by  weight  rather  than  by 
Bume.  It  is  further  stated  by  Depart- 
N  officials  that  in  the  sale  of  apples, 
pis  a  variation  in  the  weight  of  a  full 
pwl,  depending  upon  the  variety  and 
f  of  the  fruit.  Apples  will  vary  in 
pt  from  40  to  48  pounds,  although 
^  legal  weight  of  a  bushel  in  this  State 
ga  pounds. 

[n  answering  the  inquiry  of  what  con- 
futes a  legal  bushel,  the  Department 
plains  that  a  basket  containing  2,150.42 
Finches,  or  32  quarts  of  dry  measure, 
m  level  full,  contains  a  legal  bushel 
Ef  ^''  ^'^getables  regardless  of  the 

klPARE  USE  IN  PA. 
^  HORSES,  TRACTORS 

r* asurvey  released  by  the  Department 
L' ™'ture,  a  comparison  is  made 
l^n  the  use  of  tractor  and  animal 
rr  in  various  operations  on  Pennsyl- 

k  i m,?u  '?  ^^^^-  I^  is  shown  that  in 
rjgthe  and,  (which  includes  plow- 
IZl'^fA  board  and  disk  plows, 
n^beddmg  and  middle  busting), 
V2T  TP^^y^^  <^o  do  42  percent 
» d  np  Lv?^u'^^  ^8  percent  of  the  work 
be  cL7o  ^"""^^  power.  In  disking, 
K^^^m  were  57  by  tractor  power 

r^  inolnSl"  ^^^  ^^^  «f  harrowing, 
htooS'^  ^^^  "«^  «f  both  spike  and 
l  0  drill  Ty^  Tractor  power  was 
Slants  K  ^.  ^^  P^'-^e^t  of'^the  acre- 
^^ntofthVoI!  '^•'^^  employed  on  48 
thlnes.      ^'■^^S^  to  draw  harvesting 

'^*  m2o*''°  '^T«  <^bat  69  percent 
^*ith  h  nfP'"'^^  '"^  the  State  was 
.J^^anure  spreader. 
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SUGGEST  METHODS 

TO  GUARD  AGAINST 

SHIPPING  FEVER 

SINCE  many  farmers  engage  in  the 
iattening  of  steers  during  the  Winter 
months,  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  issued  a  warning  to  guard  against  the 
ravages  of  Hemorrhagic  Septicemia,  more 
commonly  known  as  shipping  fever.  It  is 
advised  that  there  is  far  greater  economy 
in  the  purchase  of  relatively  thin,  but 
well  bred  and  healthy  cattle,  but  to  avoid 
those  which  are  emaciated. 

Unthrifty  cattle  are  particularly  sus- 
ceptible to  shipping  fever,  but  the  germ 
does  not  thrive  generally  in  cattle  which 
are  in  good  condition.  The  losses  are 
relatively  greater  during  the  Fall  and 
Winter  months  and  the  severe  losses 
which  occur  in  the  transit  of  cattle  has 
led  to  the  designation  of  the  disease  as 
"shipping  fever." 

Experience  has  shown,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  method  of  handling  and  feeding 
cattle  in  transit  has  a  distinct  bearing  on 
the  susceptibility  of  the  animals  to  in- 
fection, and  that  weather  conditions  are 
of  great  importance.  It  is  further  sug- 
gested that  when  cattle  are  received, 
water  should  be  withheld  from  them  until 
they  have  rested  and  eaten  dry  hay.  As  a 
precaution,  it  is  also  recommended  that 
newly  purchased  cattle  should  be  iso- 
lated from  the  native  cattle  for  a  period 
of  several  weeks. 

APPLES  ARE  HIGH  IN 
VITAMIN  C  CONTENT 

THAT  raw  apples  provide  a  sufficient 
supply  of  the  essential  health  vita- 
min C,  which  is  generally  credited  to 
citrus  fruits,  is  pointed  out  in  a  state- 
ment by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
in  which  it  is  insisted  that  apples  can 
truly  be  termed  a  health  fruit.  It  is 
stated  that  the  value  of  the  apple  as  a 
food  is  not  confined  to  its  vitamin  C 
content,  but  that  it  provides  other  im- 
portant qualities  such  as  pectin,  an  alka- 
line residue,  mineral  salts  and  bulk  which 
are  not  found  in  many  other  fruits.  Ac- 
cording to  health  authorities  these  health 
giving  properties  make  the  apple  unique 
among  fruits,  and  it  should  occupy  a 
leading  place  in  the  diet. 

Pennsylvania  grown  apples  hold  a  high 
place  in  quality,  and  through  inspections 
and  grading  under  the  direction  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  vast 
promotional  work  done  by  the  growers, 
they  have  won  an  enviable  national 
reputation. 

DEPT.  IS  CHECKING 
POTATO  LABELING 

PROPER  grade  labeling  of  all  potatoes 
in  closed  packages  sold  in  this  State  is 
now  being  checked  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  it  is  announced.  The  Potato 
Marketing  Law  makes  compulsory  the 
branding  or  tagging  of  all  closed  packages 
of  potatoes  packed,  transported,  or 
offered  for  sale  or  sold  in  this  State.  The 
Department  also  points  out  that  an  error 
on  the  part  of  the  grower  or  shipper  in 
marking  the  package  does  not  relieve  the 
dealer  from  responsibility  under  the  law. 


GIVE  SUGGESTIONS  ON 

BUYING,  ROASTING 
OF   HOLIDAY   POULTRY 

POULTRY,  particularly  turkey,  and 
Christmas  are  synonymous.  A  great 
proportion  of  the  public  making  pur- 
chases at  this  season,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  issued  an  explanation  of 
the  various  classifications  under  which 
poultry  is  sold.  It  may  be  sold  as  live, 
blood  and  feather  dressed,  or  full  dressed 
and  drawn  ready  for  the  pan.  There  is 
usually  a  variation  in  price,  but  many 
buyers  are  apt  to  be  attracted  by  price 
and  misinterpret  the  various  conditions 
under  which  the  sales  are  made. 

A  bird  ready  for  the  pan  may  be  25  to 
30  percent  less  in  weight  than  when  alive, 
and  as  the  degree  of  dressing  progresses, 
the  sale  price  per  pound  must  increase. 
It  is  pointed  out  as  an  example  that  a 
10-pound  turkey  which  cost  25  cents  per 
pound  live  weight  may  have  a  loss  of  two 
and  one  half  pounds  in  the  dressing  pro- 
cess. On  the  same  price  ratio,  therefore, 
the  turkey  if  fully  dressed  would  sell  for 
34  cents  a  pound. 

Poultry  must  be  sold  by  weight  and 
not  as  a  unit.  It  is,  however,  permissible 
to  sell  a  unit  at  a  specified  price,  but  the 
weight  must  be  given  so  that  the  price 
per  pound  may  be  known. 

Suggestions  are  also  made  for  the 
roasting  of  turkeys.  The  bird  should  be 
placed  breast  down  in  a  roasting  pan 
which  has  a  rack.  If  no  rack  is  available, 
roasting  the  turkey  on  its  side  is  prefer- 
able to  roasting  it  breast  up.  In  the 
breast  down  position,  the  bird  will  be 
roasted  without  drying  out  the  breast. 
The  pan  should  not  be  covered  nor  should 
water  be  added. 

In  roasting  large  turkeys,  the  oven 
temperature  should  be  250  degrees,  while 
for  small  birds  it  should  be  350  degrees. 
A  10  to  13  pound  turkey  requires  three 
to  four  hours,  but  a  20  pound  turkey  will 
require  seven  to  eight  hours  roasting. 
Frequent  basting  with  butter  applied 
with  a  brush  is  essential  to  procure  the 
golden  brown  finish.  Turning  the  turkey 
every  half  hour  in  the  case  of  a  small  bird, 
and  once  an  hour  in  the  case  of  a  larger 
one,  is  also  essential  for  the  best  results. 

FIVE  NEW  CANNERIES 
INDICATED  FOR  PA. 

ESTABLISHMENT  in  this  State  of 
five  new  canneries  next  year,  all  of 
them  by  nationally  known  concerns,  is 
indicated  in  reports  received  by  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  In  addition  to  the  new 
plants,  it  is  considered  probable  that  a 
number  of  existing  plants  will  be  in- 
creased in  size  to  provide  greater  capacity 
to  meet  the  continued  upward  trend  in 
demand. 

There  are  a  number  of  factors  which 
make  this  State  ideal  for  canning  opera- 
tions, and  it  is  these  factors  which  are 
causing  more  concerns  to  look  favorably 
upon  the  establishment  of  Pennsylvania 
branches.  Among  those  factors  are  ideal 
climatic  conditions  for  the  growing  of 
high  grade  fruits  and  vegetables,  the 
highly  fertile  farms  and  their  efficient 
operation,  and  the  close  proximity  to  the 
largest  markets. 

Secretary  Light  pointed  out  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  producing  the 
greater  quantity  of  produce  required  for 
extension  of  the  canning  industry,  as 
farmers  will  be  ready  to  meet  any  de- 
mand as  the  average  cash  returns  from 
canned  crops  is  greater  than  from  most 
farm  crops. 

PENNA.  RANKS  SECOND 
IN  ICE  CREAM  MFG. 

PRELIMINARY  figures  for  1939  on 
the  production  of  manufactured  dairy 
products  show  that  Pennsylvania  ranks 
second  in  this  important  industry^  accord- 
ing to  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
being  exceeded  only  by  New  York.  These 
figures  also  indicate  that  in  that  period, 
ice  cream  manufactured  in  this  State 
showed  an  increase  of  five  percent  and  is 
estimated  at  39,918,000  gallons. 

The  indicated  trend  in  the  production 
of  both  evaporated  and  condensed  milk 
products  showed  a  decline  of  15  percent 
in  the  State  as  compared  with  the  year 
previous. 
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Harrisburg,  December  19,  1940 


PE\\i^.  FARM  SHOW 
inGllLV^APPROVED  AS 
EXHIBITION  CENTER 

1HF  extent  of  the  appreciation  by 
pvhibitors  of  the  value  of  the  Pennsyl- 
■  Farm  Show  as  an  exhibition  center 

"pn  in  the  fact  that  contracts  have 
iy  been  signed  for  most  of  the  space 
ii  rted  for  commercial  exhibits  for  the 
U  which  will  be  held  from  January 
Rv-  94  Further  proof  of  this  value  is 
[  ftVby  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage 

Jhe  exhibitors  return  each  year. 

There  are  870  spaces  for  commercial 
Mbits  occupying  a  total  of  100,000 
fcuare  feet  of  floor  space.  The  extent  of 
lis  vast  area  might  be  better  appreciated 
Jien  it  is  realized  that  it  is  nearly  two 
(done-half  acres. 

I  With  the  attendance  at  the  show  pass- 
the  half  million  mark  exhibitors  are 

a  position  to  reach  a  larger  number  of 
Lential  buyers  at  the  show  than 
rough  any  similar  source  and  they 
fcvote  much  effort  and  spare  no  expense 

arranging  the  exhibits  in  order  that 
jey  might  make  the  greatest  possible 
kpeal.  They  are  not  only  arranged  from 
kales  standpoint  of  view  but  offer  much 
[an  educational  value  as  well. 

Ilhe  increasing  popularity  of  the  show 
nong  business  establishments  is  noted 
fcs  year  by  the  number  of  concerns 
liich  have  contracted  for  space  for  the 
St  time.  Among  these  concerns  the 
up  to  this  time  shows  16  concerns 
liich  have  not  previously  had  exhibits 
|d  their  products  include  threshing 
khines,  silos,  Diesel  engines,  building 
feth,  barn  equipment,  feeds,  sprayers, 
fbrid  corn,  ranges,  stokers  and  water 
nditioners. 

|Great  interest  is  shown  in  the  displays 
[the  part  of  the  public  because  of  the 
|Eat  variety.  They  include  equipment 
every  phase  of  farming,  building 
brials,  musical  instruments,  stokers, 
Itomobiles  and  trucks,  orchard  supplies 
|d  equipment,  seeds,  household  and 
ftrical  equipment,  feeds  and  many 
ker  lines  of  products. 

[In  addition  to  the  commercial  exhibits 
!  a  number  of  purely  educational  value 
Ng  which  are  the  displays  by  the 
(owing  State  Departments:  Game 
pmission,  Forests  and  Waters,  Com- 
rce,  Welfare,  Labor  and  Industry, 
Iblic  Instruction,  Health  and  Agri- 
Iturein  which  displays  are  arranged  by 
Hureaus  of  Plant  Industry,  Animal 
Nry,  Food  and  Chemistry  and 
pets.  There  is  also  an  exhibit  by  the 
l"cultural  Extension  Service  of  the 
insylvania  State  College. 


|UCENSE  RENEWALS 
ECESSARY   BY   JAN.    1 

[ANUFACTURERS  and  dealers  who 
1  operate  under  the  Pennsylvania 
f  rood  and  Drug  Act  were  reminded 

tL?^  ,  ,^^^"6^^  of  Foods  and 
CTof  the  Department  of  Agri- 
p  that  1941  licenses  must  be  pro- 
fODefore  January  1.  Those  requiring 
Cc  •'■^  manufacturers  of  bakery 
nS'^^  cream,  oleomargarine,  fertil- 
;  "me  products  for  agricultural  pur- 
Ifirii!  t"?  ^^^^S'  insecticides  and 
El  ^^f  "ses  are  also  required  by 
S    ?  l"^  r^^^il^rs  of  oleomargarine 

b thl'n  !S'^"^?'  "''  *"y  eating  place 
Ptnat  product  is  served. 

iTJhT  '^F'^"^^  applications  have 

Ctt  ^y  ^^^  S^'-eau  and  a  great 

i  itif  ^^''^^y  been  renewed.  The 

ml^'J^f^  ^""P}'^  December  31,  and 

Kt  ?^.^'ib^"t  a  new  license  on 

ptcul^n'  '''  ^'^^  ""^  ^^  ^"^■ 
ll!?'^'9n  to  those  lines  of  businesses, 


N  and 


registration  certificates  are 


rfpH  k  y  bottlers  and  canners  of 

h  Zn;-^'^^'',^^^^   and   still   drinks 

""^^STu  ^'^^^  J^ic^-  At  the 
Be  licen,^  there  '''^^  about  1,700  of 

liMS'""^^^^-  They,  however, 
P  *hi(.h  lu  °"e  year  from  the  date 
Kdati  ^■^'■e  issued  and  can  be 
mt  Ly  ^^^9-  All  concerns  which 
N  fl  ■?'''  in  this  State,  even  if 
Vred  "^'•'^<^  the   State,    must   be 
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REPORT  PROGRESS  IN 

PA.   POTATO   LABELING 

HELP  TO  INDUSTRY 

THAT  great  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  method  of  marketing  the 
Pennsylvania  potato  crop  and  in  having 
the  public  demand  potatoes  labeled 
according  to  their  grade  is  indicated  in 
reports  to  Secretary  John  H.  Light,  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
value  of  grading  and  labeling  is  accepted 
by  grower  and  dealer  to  the  point  that 
reports  of  the  agents  of  the  Department 
who  enforce  the  Potato  Grade  Labeling 
Act,  report  that  practically  all  markets 
in  the  State  show  potatoes  of  better 
grade  than  in  any  previous  year.  As  a 
result  the  demand  for  Pennsylvania 
potatoes  is  greater  than  in  former  years. 

In  commenting  on  this  marked  im- 
provement. Secretary  Light  stated  that 
it  is  evidence  of  what  can  be  accomplished 
through  concerted  action  by  growers 
individually  and  through  their  organiza- 
tions working  with  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  State  College  Exten- 
sion Service.  He  further  declared  that 
the  continuation  and  extension  of  this 
cooperative  effort  to  further  these  great 
marketing  improvements  will  do  much  to 
strengthen  and  stabilize  the  potato 
industry  in  this  State. 

Pennsylvania  has  for  years  been  one 
of  the  principal  potato  producing  states 
and  with  the  progress  being  made  in 
grading  and  labeling  this  State's  products 
are  meeting  with  constantly  increased 
demands. 


APPLES  IN  STORAGE 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

REPORTS  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  indicate  that  the  quan- 
tity of  apples  in  storage  in  this  State  on 
November  1,  was  50,000  bushels  below 
the  storage  figure  on  that  date  last  year. 
Reports  also  show  the  price  range  to  be 
from  20  to  30  percent  higher  than  a  year 
ago,  but  at  that  time  prices  were  con- 
sidered unusually  low.  The  present  de- 
mand for  Pennsylvania  apples  is  said  to 
be  considerably  more  active  than  in  1939. 

The  principal  varieties  now  in  storage 
and  which  will  be  available  during  the 
next  four  to  five  months  on  Pennsylvania 
markets  are  the  Stayman,  York,  Rome, 
Delicious  and  Winesap. 


PA.    FARM   HENS   SHOW 
HIGHER  PRODUCTION 

ALTHOUGH  there  were  only  20,000 
more  laying  hens  on  the  farms  in 
this  State  at  the  end  of  October  this  year 
as  compared  with  the  same  period  last 
year,  the  number  of  eggs  produced  during 
the  month  exceeded  the  figure  for  Octo- 
ber 1939  by  four  million,  registering  the 
highest  average  rate  of  production  per 
layer  on  record  for  that  month.  The 
number  of  hens  this  year  was  placed  at 
13,758,000. 
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NO  CURTAILMENT  OF 

GYPSY  MOTH  WORK 

DURING   WINTER   TIME 

WINTER  weather  is  not  the  signal 
for  curtailment  of  the  activities  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  its 
eflforts  to  eradicate  the  Gypsy  Moth.  In 
fact  that  is  the  season  during  which  the 
work  is  carried  on  intensively  as  pointed 
out  by  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 

The  Gypsy  Moth  was  first  found  in 
this  State  m  the  vicinity  of  Pittston  and 
through  th(i  constant  efforts  of  the  De- 
partment it  has  been  confined  to  the  area 
in  that  region,  largely  in  the  Pocono 
Mountains,  comprising  an  estimated 
2,800  square  miles.  The  infested  area  is 
under  strict  quarantine,  no  materials, 
plants  or  trees  being  permitted  to  be 
shipped  out  of  or  within  the  section 
unless  they  have  been  inspected  by 
Department  agents.  The  quarantine 
includes  mine  props,  trees,  shrubbery, 
junk  materials  and  even  railroad  cars 
which  might  have  been  stored  on  sidings 
over  a  period  of  time. 

Since  the  eradication  work  has  been 
carried  on  the  infestation  has  been 
materially  reduced  and  some  sections  of 
the  area  have  been  released  from  the 
quarantine.  A  constant  watch  is  kept, 
however,  over  the  surrounding  sections 
and  if  the  moth  might  be  found  it  is 
immediately  eradicated. 

During  the  Winter  months  scouting 
crews  comprising  from  10  to  15  men 
systematically  cover  designated  sections 
of  the  infested  region  to  find  the  moth 
egg  masses.  They  clean  up  debris  and 
accumulations  of  junk.  They  examine 
every  article  and  growth  where  the  egg 
masses  might  be  found  and  that  includes 
in  addition  to  trees,  plants  and  shrub- 
bery, tin  cans,  discarded  automobile 
tires,  old  pipes  and  many  other  unused 
articles.  Examination  is  made  of  trees, 
a  reflecting  glass  turned  toward  the  sun 
frequently  being  employed  to  distinguish 
any  suspicious  looking  growth  on  the 
higher  parts  of  the  tree.  Whenever  egg 
masses  are  found  they  are  treated  with  a 
solution  to  destroy  them  and  in  this 
operation  it  is  often  necessary  for  the 
scouts  to  employ  climbing  irons  and  ropes 
to  reach  the  higher  and  spreading 
branches.  Through  the  treatment  the 
egg  mass  is  discolored  but  left  to  remain. 

During  the  latter  part  of  May  and 
through  June,  the  period  during  which 
the  moth  caterpillar  feeds,  the  areas  over 
which  the  scouts  operated  during  the 
Winter  are  sprayed.  In  the  event  that 
some  of  the  eggs  were  not  destroyed  in 
the  treatment,  the  spraying  destroys  the 
moth  caterpillar  which  might  have  been 
hatched. 

After  the  spraying  of  the  Winter 
scouted  area,  the  spraying  operations  are 
carried  on  through  other  sections  of  the 
infested  region.  The  work  is  carried  on 
from  the  outer  edges  of  the  infested 
section  toward  the  center  to  guard  against 
the  spread  of  the  moth.  Since  July  when 
the  scouting  work  began  for  the  current 
year,  Secretary  Light  stated  that  about 
40,000  acres  have  already  been  covered. 


ADVICE  FOR  DRYING 
FRUITS,  VEGETABLES 

MUCH  damage  is  caused  each  year  to 
fruits  and  vegetables,  dried  in  the 
home,  by  insect  pests,  mostly  by  worms 
which  are  the  young  stages  of  insects. 
Methods  of  guarding  against  these  losses 
are  suggested  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  which  advises  that  dried 
fruit  and  vegetables  should  be  placed  in 
the  oven  and  kept  in  a  temperature  of 
from  130  to  140  degrees  for  about  one 
hour,  after  which  fruits  should  be  placed 
in  air-tight  containers  and  vegetables 
should  be  placed  in  tight  bags.  The  heat- 
ing process  will  destroy  any  insect  eggs 
which  might  be  present. 

It  is  further  suggested  that  small  con- 
tainers be  used,  permitting  the  use  of  all 
the  food  when  the  container  shall  be 
opened.  Food  remaining  in  a  jar  or  bag 
after  it  has  been  opened  may  become 
infested. 

This  treatment  applies  only  to  vege- 
tables prepared  for  food  and  not  to  beans 
or  peas  which  are  to  be  held  for  seed. 
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•VESTOCK  EXHIBITS 
T  PA.  FARM  SHOW 
TOTAL  1,312  HEAD 

inTAL  figures  of  the  final  roundup 

show  that  1,312  head  of  livestock  will 

I  on  exhibition  and  entered  m  the  vari- 

.nmoetitive  classes  at  the  Pennsyl- 

.  if  Farm  Show  to  be  held  January  20 

1 7   Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  Show 

Umission  Chairman  John   H.   Light 

!;,  nred  today.  The  cattle  are  entered 

1Q1  different  exhibitors.  About  80,000 

uare  feet  of  space  is  devoted  to  the  live 

iok  displays.  4.    •     -u  *.      * 

iThP  largest  department  is  that  of 
lirv  cattle  in  which  368  head  are  listed 
ffidinK  the  4-H  Club  entries.    Sheep 

a  close  second  with  361  entries  show- 

-  an  increase  of  76  head  over  last  year. 

Ji'ere  are  a  total  of  265  hogs  entered  as 

Lared  with  240  last  year.  . 

iThat  horses  still  hold  an  important 

ace  on  the  faim  is  shown  by  the  fact 

at  100  head  will  be  exhibited  by  15 

(lerent  exhibitors.    There  will  be  120 

rff  cattle  on  display  and  100  baby  beef 

Etle  entered  by  the  4-H  clubs. 

[The  number  of  cattle  entered  in  the 

Tious  breeds  and  the  number  of  ex- 

bitors  is  as  follows:   Dairy   Cattle — 

Ayrshire,  10  exhibitors;   60   Brown 
friss.  14  exhibitors;  63  Guernseys,  18 
hibitors;    139    Holstein-Friesian,     32 
Jiibitors;  52  Jerseys,  14  exhibitors. 
IBeef  Cattle— 34   Aberdeen-Angus,    4 

hibitors;  39  Herefords,   3   exhibitors; 

Shorthorns,  3  exhibitors.      Sheep — 

Shropshire,  7  exhibitors;  64  Hamp- 
[ire,  6  exhibitors;  49  Southdown,  7 
hibitors;  10  Oxfords,  1  exhibitor;  29 
orsets,  3  exhibitors;  53  Cheviots,  4 
hibitors;  67  Merino,  4  exhibitors;  18 
kmbouillet,  2  exhibitors. 
[Swine— 47  Berkshire,  10  exhibitors; 
I  Chester  Whites,  7  exhibitors;  37 
[uroc-Jersey,  2  exhibitors;  70  Hamp- 
[ires,  15  exhibitors;  27  Poland  China,  7 
[hibitors;  9  Spotted  Poland  China, 
pich  have  been  entered  as  a  separate 

■ed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  for 
,  ( first  time,  three  exhibitors.  In  addi- 
bn  to  those  entries  26  swine  are  listed 
I  the  various  breeds  as  exhibits  in  the 
pcational  class, 

[In  the  horse  department  59  Belgians 
je  entered  by  11  exhibitors  and  41 
preherons  by  4  exhibitors. 

116,675  SPECIMENS 
EXAMINED  IN  MONTH 

^HR  laboratory  of  the  Department  of 
.Agriculture  examined  a  total  of 
1675  specimens  of  various  kinds  dur- 
?the  month  of  November,  according  to 
le  report  of  Secretary  John  H.  Light. 
iiicken  specimens  led  the  list,  number- 
Ig  103,935  with  cattle  specimens  holding 
mi  place,  numbering  42,253. 
Ilncluded  in  the  examinations  were 
Ne  made  of  22  brains  of  animals  for 
pies  eight  of  which  were  found  to  be 
Jected  by  the  disease.  It  was  reported 
r  -[  persons  and  25  animals  were 
iten  by  or  exposed  to  the  rabid  dogs. 
fe  counties  in  which  rabies  were  diag- 
p  are  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Dauphin, 
aware  and  Fayette. 

EOG  PRODUCTION 
IS  56.38  PERCENT 

T  the  end  of  the  ninth  week  of  the 
BntKri?^'?"^?  Official  Egg  Laying 
L  'r-  ^"6  total  number  of  eggs  pro- 
N  was  36,479  from  the  1,027  birds, 

L2  "^"^^^l^*^  of  56.38  percent.  The 
»  number  of  eggs  per  bird  was 
,  Ap  ■ '■°£^ction  of  the  highest  pen 

leee  ll  •     ®^^?-     ^  P«"  producing 
K8S  led  in  production  for  the  week. 

llM^l  DOG  LICENSES 
DURING  NOV. 

J  nli^5  ^^^  "^o^th  of  November  the 
r22l  i«?'?lf^^  of  Agriculture  issued 
hel  i..  ^°"^^  ^og  licenses  and  four 
K  n  f"fl'  Secretary  John  H.  Light 
§•51  strav  "^-^^"""K  that  same  period 
N  hv  {  ?•  uncontrolled  dogs  were 
k  nl^''^^  officers  for  which  they 
vicS,  A^  ^^^^1  of  $2,061.  for  their 
PN  ha,!;^^",^?  of  the  Department  re- 
I     "aving  killed  27  additional  dogs. 
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"BLACKHEAD"  MOST 
DISASTROUS  DISEASE 
AFFECTING  TURKEYS 

THE  most  destructive  disease  with 
which  turkey  growers  are  confronted, 
it  is  pointed  out  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  is  infectious  enterohepatitis. 
The  disease  is  more  commonly  known  as 
blackhead  from  the  fact  that  the  heads 
of  some  infected  turkeys  turn  black 
before  death.  The  discoloration,  how- 
ever, is  not  characteristic  of  the  disease 
and  is  much  less  frequently  observed  than 
is  commonly  supposed. 

Blackhead  is  a  widespread  disease  and 
apparently  exists  in  practically  every 
section  where  turkeys  are  raised.  The 
greatest  losses  occur  in  young  turkeys 
from  one  to  five  months  of  age.  The 
Department  points  out  that  while  the 
disease  is  especially  disastrous  in  turkeys 
it  may  also  cause  severe  losses  among 
grouse,  quail,  pheasants  and  peafowl. 
Chickens  may  also  become  infected  but 
they  are  usually  much  more  resistant  to 
the  infection  than  turkeys  and  may  in 
fact  be  carriers  of  the  disease  without 
showing  evidence  of  it.  Knowledge  of 
this  fact,  Department  officials  point  out, 
is  important  from  the  standpoint  of 
control  and  accounts  for  the  well-known 
observation  that  when  turkeys  and 
chickens  are  raised  together,  turkeys  are 
almost  certain  to  become  infected  with 
blackhead. 

After  the  organism  of  blackhead  gains 
entrance  to  the  blind  intestines  by  way  of 
the  mouth,  it  multiples  rapidly  and  pene- 
trates into  the  walls  of  the  pouches  caus- 
ing severe  damage  to  the  tissues.  A  few 
days  later  the  organism  is  carried  through 
the  blood  stream  to  the  liver  where  it 
produces  the  round,  sunken,  yellowish 
areas  which  are  typical  of  the  disease. 

The  outward  symptoms  are  dullness, 
drooping  wings,  ruffled  feathers  and 
yellow-colored  droppings.  Older  birds 
may  recover  from  an  attack  of  the  disease 
but  they  will  continue  to  discharge  the 
organism  in  their  droppings,  causing  them 
to  be  a  constant  source  of  danger  to  other 
birds.  It  is  stated  that  because  of  its 
destruction  to  tissue  the  disease  does  not 
respond  to  medicinal  curatives  and  that 
prevention  is  the  only  successful  method 
of  control.  Sanitation  is  the  essential 
feature  and  it  is  advised  that  young  and 
mature  turkeys  be  kept  separated  on 
clean  ground  at  considerable  distance 
from  chickens. 

EGG-FEED    RATIO   NOW 
FAVORS  POULTRY  MAN 

ACCORDING  to  compilations  made 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
the  egg-feed  ratio  is  more  advantageous 
to  the  poultryman  than  has  been  the  ca.se 
in  more  than  a  year.  At  the  present  time 
the  cost  of  100  pounds  of  poultry  feed  \s 
equal  to  the  value  of  seven  dozen  eggs  as 
compared  with  requiring  nine  dozen  of 
eggs  to  purchase  that  amount  of  feed  at 
this  season  in  1939.  This  is  attributed 
largely  to  the  decreased  number  of  laying 
hens  as  compared  with  last  season  which 
has  brought  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
eggs. 


EFFORTS  HAVE  KEPT 

POTATO  WART  FROM 

INFESTING  FARMS 

As  a  result  of  the  intensive  activities  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  the 
control  of  potato  wart,  the  disease  has 
been  prevented  from  spreading  to  any 
commercial  potato  farms  in  this  State, 
Secretary  John  H.  Light  has  announced. 
The  disease  has  been  confined  to  gardens 
in  areas  where  control  measures  are  con- 
stantly being  enforced  by  Department 
agents. 

During  this  season  a  section  in  Oni- 
lenda,  Cambria  County,  comprising  16 
abandoned  gardens  was  added  to  the 
quarantined  area.  Agents  of  the  Depart- 
ment destroyed  all  growth  and  spaded 
the  land  in  cooperation  with  the  land 
owners.  In  line  with  the  course  pursued 
in  attempting  to  eradicate  the  disease, 
the  agents  will  plant  those  gardens  to  an 
immune  variety  of  potatoes  next  Spring. 
Alter  the  harvesting  of  the  crop  the  soil 
will  be  treated  and  the  following  Spring 
a  variety  of  potatoes  known  to  be  sus- 
ceptible to  the  disease  will  be  planted 
which  will  show  if  the  land  is  still  in- 
fested. This  course  will  be  followed  for 
three  years  during  which  inspections  are 
made  and  if  after  that  time  there  is  no 
evidence  of  the  disease  the  quarantine 
originally  placed  on  the  area  will  be 
lifted. 

During  the  next  season  about  100 
gardens  in  which  the  disease  has  been 
found  will  be  test  planted  by  the  Depart- 
ment. When  the  disease  is  found  the  area 
is  spot  treated  and  kept  under  inspection 
for  a  minirnum  period  of  four  years. 
After  that  time  periodic  inspections  are 
made  to  prevent  a  possible  recurrence  of 
the  disease. 

Inspection  is  also  made  by  the  agents 
during  the  Fall  and  Winter  months  of  all 
seed  potatoes  in  those  areas  and  potatoes 
which  are  found  to  be  diseased  or  of  a 
prohibited  variety  are  ordered  to  be  with- 
held from  planting. 

The  wart  has  been  confined  to  small 
areas  in  Cambria,  Schuylkill,  Carbon, 
Clearfield,  Somerset,  Luzerne  and  Sulli- 
van counties. 

ADD  NEW  AREAS  TO 
ERADICATE  BARBERRY 

EFFORTS  of  the  Department  or  Agri- 
culture to  eradicate  black  stem  rust 
which  is  prevalent  throughout  many 
sections  of  this  State  are  being  extended 
to  include  additional  areas.  Preliminary 
work  is  now  under  way  to  organize  crews 
in  Lancaster  County  who  will  operate  in 
that  and  adjoining  counties,  Secretary 
John  H.  Light  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  announced. 

Attempts  to  eradicate  the  disease 
which  infects  growing  grains,  is  centered 
in  the  destruction  of  the  common  bar- 
berry, sometimes  known  as  the  European 
Barberry  from  which  the  disease  is  known 
to  spread.  During  the  past  month  de- 
partment agents  destroyed  124,417  bar- 
berry bushes  on  153  properties.  Secretary 
Light  stated.  In  this  work  81,821  pounds 
of  salt  was  used.  Since  the  beginning  of 
the  eradication  program  nearly  12  million 
barberry  bushes  have  been  destroyed  in 
this  State.  This  species  of  barberry  was 
originally  brought  to  this  country  from 
Europe  and  was  used  for  the  extraction 
of  materials  which  were  used  in  the 
making  of  dyes. 

Eradication  work  is  now  being  carried 
on  in  Bradford,  Crawford,  Cumberland, 
Huntingdon,  Lackawanna,  Centre,  Sus- 
quehanna, Tioga,  Erie,  Warren  and 
Wayne  counties. 

STOCK  OF  PA.  TOBACCO 

ACCORDING  to  the  Crop  Reporting 
Service  the  stock  of  Pennsylvania 
Seedleaf  tobacco  on  October  1  totalled 
94,044,000  pounds  of  which  90,194,000 
pounds  was  unstemmed  and  3,850,000 
pounds  was  stemmed. 

Monthly  sales  of  the  1939  corn  crop 
by  Pennsylvania  farmers  averaged  from 
six  to  eleven  percent  throughout  the  year, 
reaching  the  high  point  in  March,  and 
the  low  point  in  December. 

The  value  of  the  seeds  planted  each 
year  by  Pennsylvania  farmers  and 
gardeners  is  placed  at  eight  million 
dollars. 
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